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L«am  to  do  good  from  other*s  härm, 

And  you  sfaftll  do  füll  well.  Lillo. 

If  there  is  a  moral  contained  in  the  fol 
lowing  Tale,  the  above  motto  amply  coa 
^ey  s  it.  Of  the  anecdotes  and  adventurei 
ivhich  are  detailed  in  the  subsequ^it  pages 
the  author  can  only  assure  his  readers  thal 
they  are  most  of  them  strictly  true ;  anc 
that  the  prindpal  ineident  upon  which  the 
fianative  tums,  deviates  but  slightly  fron 
a  real  occurrence  in  Kfe. 
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CHAPTER  L 


1t  was  on  Wednesday  the  seventeenth 
day  of  September,  in  the  year  1818,  about 
half-past  one  o'clock  in  the  aftemoon,  tbot 
William  M^Tavish  entered  Edinburgh  by 
the  King's  Park,  leading  through  the  prcv 
cincts  of  Holyrood-house  ihto  the  Canoii- 
gate  :  but  as  this  is  not  a  böok  of  niyste- 
ries,  we  shall  immediately  introduce  bim, 
without  ambiguity,  to  our  readers,  and 
regularly  pursiie  his  history  to  its  conclu- 
sion. 

William  MTavish  was  tlie  only  ehild 
of  his  &ther  Arehibald^  who,  at  tl^  time 
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of  his  birth,  was  a  repu table  tobacconist  in 
the  Canongate  of  Edinburgh,  near  to  the 
head  of  St.  Mary's  Wynd.  Being  the  sole 
of&prmg  of  his  parentSy  he  was  theU*  idol, 
ap'd  reared  by  thfem  with  eveiy  indulgence 
.which  their  circumstances  woüld  permit 
them  to  bestow ;  but  as  William  grew  up, 
and  his  father  found  his  trade  to  be  daily 
declining.  he  w«hed  hk  so^  to  fix  his  ät- 
tention  to  some  other  line  of  life,  which 
promised  his  industry  a  more  recompen^ 
ißg  büfvest  than  tbat  with  which  his  öwn 
labourfc  were  repaying  bis  exertions ;  «nd 
Hrbilgt  he  was  €(»)statitLy  reflecting  of  opeii'* 
ing  IT  fttrer  pro^^ect  to  the  endeavouiis  of 
im  scm  t&an  that  which  a  prosecntion  bf 
bds  own  buläness  presented  liim,  chance 
tlirew  m  bis  way  a  riot-Iess-unexpeeted 
than  pi^oinising  oflfiw. 

The  wife  of  Archibald  M'Tavish  was  an 
Englishwonian ;  sbe  had  beew  ttiany  years 
housekeeper  to  a  family  with  whbmshe 
had  travelled  to  Scötland,  and  iri  wKiöh 
country,  in  iconsequence  of  her  marfiage, 

she 


sbe  was  now  become  a  zesident  She  had 
a  biother  in  servioe  in  Xiondon^  whom 
she  bad  not  seen  nor  hieard  of  for  many 
years,  and  by  a  visit  from  him  she  was 
agreeably  surprised,  about  the  time  that 
h^  son  William  bad  completed  hiafi£* 
teenth  year.  This  brotber«  whose  naoie 
was  Ans^lU  was  now  in  a  most  thriving 
^tuation^  oompared  to  those  in  vrbicb  bis 
sister  bad  be&re  known  him;  be  bad  taken 
to  wife  the  rieh  widow  of  a  bosier  in 
Whitecluqpd»^  and.  hy  so  doing  had  seated 
Umsdf  in  si  sQjug  Urth  of  indep^deni^ ; 
t)Qr  wer9  Im  manners  leas  cbanged  tban 
hi$  eireiuxMtances -^  from  baving  been  a 
dasbing  valet,  subaervient  in  bis  costnxne 
ta  the  rules  of  ^ushion,  and  flippant  in  the 
Jargon  o£  the  day,  be  waa  now  become 
piain  in  dress  and  sober  in  Speech ;  and  bis 
tofut-^nsernbk  exhibited  tbe  money-getting 
and  money-loving  tradesman. 

It  is  only  necessary  to  our  tale  that  we 
sbould  speak  of  appearances — tbe  beart  of 
Mr.  Ansell  we  have  no  oecasion  too  mi- 
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nutely  to  investigate ;  suffice  it  therefore 
to  say,  tiiat  he  had  married  a  woman  mncli 
his  senior  in  years,  and  his  superior  in  un- 
derstanding»  who  was  evangelicälly  de- 
voted  to  Abraham  Cbapel»  and  all  the  out- 
ward forms  of  religion,  who,  with  all  her 
show  of  godliness,  had  preserved  sufBcient 
regard  to  her  worldly  interests  to  bind 
down  most  of  her  possessions  tö  herseif» 
who  was  surrounded  by  a  string  of  rela- 
tives,  who  would  have  been  truly  happy 
to  have  discovered  any  backsliding  in'  the 
conduet  of  Johnny  Ansell;  by  revealing 
which  they  might  themselves  have  slid 
into  his  wife*s  favour;  and  that  Johnny 
had  been  but  a  very  short  tirae  a  husband, 
before  he  found  it  indispensably  necessary 
to  his  present    comforts  and  his  future 

•  hopes,  to  say  as  they  Said,  and  do  as  they 
did ;  and  as  no  one  ükes  to  suffer  the  World 
to  believe  him  noose-led,  if  he  can  iavoid 
the  suspicion,  Johnny  used  every  nleans 

•  in  hisf  power  to  persuade  the  World  that 
he  was  truly  evangelical.    However, not 

being 
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being  streng  ^tiougb  of  fa^th  to  bdieve  in 
the  working  (^mirädes  in  tbe  pres^ntday» 
and  positively  helieving  that  a  miracle 
only  eoüld  make  bim  the  father  of  a  legi« 
^timate  child,  he  wished  to  render  himself 
instrumental  to  the  bappiness  of  Ins  sister 
and  her  family,  in  tbe  best  manner  in  which 
he  was  able,  and  aoeordingly  made  an  offer 
to  William's  parents,  of  receiving  bim  as 
his  apprentice.  After  some  little  consul« 
tation  upon  the  subject»  bis  proposal  was 
tbankiVilly  accepted»  and  preparations  made 
for  WiHiam's  aceompanying  bis  uncle  an 
his  retum  to  London. 

Archibald  M^Tavish  himself  was  a  man 
ci  a  good  beart,  a  good  temper,  and  a 
oomnnonplace  understanding,  which  had 
reoeived  only  the  limited  benefits  of  a  day- 
sehool  education.  William»  whose  dispo- 
sition  greatly  resembled  that  of  bis  father» 
bad,  for  tbe  last  three  years»  been  placed 
at  a  respectable  seminary  in  the  viotnity 
bf  ;EdinbuTgb»'wbere  he  had  so  well  pro- 
fited  by  the  Instructions  wbich  he  had  re- 
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ceived,  as  to  posse^ii  a  gcAeral  knovrledge 
of  triost  of  tho$e  acquirements  which  ausist 
the  efforts.  of  tlie  industiious  föv  promo- 
tion,and  facilitate  the  passage  bf  aU  through 
life. 

The  hour  of  his  departnre  frofn  Seotbnd 
being  arrived,  William  was  called  upon 
to  tafceone  farewell,  which  perfaapd  pene- 
trated  more  deeply  into  his  beaart  thah  the 
parting  embraces  of  bis  parents,  ^nd  tbis 
was  his  last  adieu  to  bis  dear  Jairmt  Smith. 
The  trade  of  M^Tavish  having^.as  we  have 
ali^ady  remarked,  been  for  some  time  past 
declining»  whilst  bis  expences  were  daily 
augmenting,  by  the  edücation  and  adVanee- 
ment  of  his  son  towards  manhood,  still 
'  unwilling  to  curtail  that  son*s  entrance  in- 
to life  of  any  advantage  which  he  could 

*  find  the  niean?  of  procuring  bim,  Wil- 

*  üam*s  parents  had  for  sereral  yesits  past 

-  Ict  out,  as  a  lodging,  a  front  pariöuf  and  - 
'  bed-room,  above  their  shop  and  kitdieh, 
"  which,  during  that  period,  had  never  been 
'  infaabited  by  any  other  tenants  than  a  Mrs. 
'  Smith, 


II 

Smitb;  the  widow  of  a  elergyman  of  tbe 
presl^rtery  of  Seoäand,  and  her  only  child 
JaiiBet, 

living  betieath  the  same  roof,  an  intt- 
macj  bad  naturally  taken  place  between 
the  youiig  peo{de*  Durkig  bis  vaoations». 
WiUiam  had  pass^d  a  consideiable  part  of 
bis  time  ki  imparting  to  Jaimet  a  portkni 
of  the  knowledge  witb  whicb  hi$  gtudiei». 
when  from  home,  had  fumished  hioi ;  and 
when  he  returned  to  school,  her  chief  dt- 
light  durmg  bis  absenoe  was  to  prepare  a 
sarjHnfle  for  bim  at  bis  retum,  iii  the  ad- 
ditional  aequirements  whicb  «he  had  hk 
boured  to  obtain:  thus  oonstantly  oecu- 
fyyng  the  thöughts  of  each  etber,  the 
affectioa  of  a  brotbev  and  svst^  had  long; 
been  reciprocallj  nourisbed  by  them,  and 
bad  even  heea  gradually  apprMchkig  to- 
vards  a  feeling  more  extended»  znore  ten- 
der^  and  more  indiissohible  in  its^  natuse» 

The  (iivided  efiects.  <^  hope  and  sorrotv^ 
have  been  to  universally  feit  and  deseribed^ 
thai  thosftfWha  cannot  appredate  them  by 

B  6  sympathy,. 
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sympathy^cannot  fidl  to  definethemia  Ima- 
gination r  and  therefore,  without  creating 
any  unnecessaiy  delay  in  our  narrativo, 
we  suppose  owselve»  to  beliold  the  wav- 
ing  hands  of  William .  and  his  Jannet,  as 
iie  extends  himself  over  the  stem  of  the 
London  smack,  which  is  elearing  her  way 
out  pf  JLeith  harbour»  and  she  observes 
his  departure  from  the  pier»  tili  at  length 
a  misty  twilight  draws  the  veil  that  shuts 
them  from  each  other's  view. 

"I  know  my  brother-in-law  M*Tavi$bi'* 
Said  Mr;  i^nsell,  whilst  one  day  cony ers- 
ing upon  the  deck  of  the  ressel  wkh  his 
*  nephew,  ^^  to  be  ^  very  gaod  man,  and  I 
doubt  npt  that  ha-  i^^  taken  eare  to  im^ 
plant  in  yöur  hf#t  a  j^per  sense  of  kK- 
gk^us^^  duties.*^ 

<^  It  was  hiaf^tttiar  caire  from  my  in- 
imcy  to  do-  so^"*  replied  Wäliam;  *^and 
from  «Hch  opportunitiea  as^  I  kaire  myadf 
had  of  jMsuding  ^e  transacfions,  or  ob- 
.  servil^  tbe^  conduct  of  my  Mow^beings» 
I  tni  couvinoed  that  no  man  caa  be  faiq^y 
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who  docfH  not  ^fitertain  a  3ue  tcigard  for 
religioii.'*.  / 

**  t  am  very  glad  to  beor  joar  (senti- 
ments,"  answered  Mr.  Ansett;  •*  you  wiH 
find  a  woman  of  an  extreindj-religious 
tum  of  mind  in  niy  wife«  and  aa  I  wish 
to  serve  you,  I  beg  of  y6u  to  oonform  to 
her  ideas,;  and  to '  enieavoar  te  uigratiate 
yourself  into  her  fiivour^     '  i:-       * 

No  'itiöre  was  said  on.  tke'Mhject;  ä 
prosperous  voyage  branght  them  tö  Loo- 
don,  and  on  landinff  thejr  prooeeded  60 
the  house  öf  Mr.  Anseile  in  Whitechape}, 
where  they  w«re  received  -  by  Mi-  wlfe,  a 
dlminotiTe^  sfaxivelledv  farbiddiag-loöking 
woman^of  at  least  sixty^  wilh  ft  odid  cor- 
diality»  whi^diedigpified  witlithe  name 
of  religious  sbbriety ^  and.  wbtfih  ä  >y-9tan- 

.  der  nuvst  have  ^i^pose^  imputabje  dtüi^r 
to  abfi^ce  of  fi^dkigk  Qi  hy^ooritttild  dis- 
semblanoe/    :  v>: 

It  i&  mott  hem  oür  ditenftlDir^  tat  it  h  ir- 

^idevant  to»  tba  sulgect  of  \mt  worit,  to 
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^itk  wbkh  the  fi>llow«rB  öf  ei^sngelical 
preachers  impose  lipon  their  own  senses^ 
and  pearvert  tfaose  <H>ffeeIusiom  wfaich  they 
idravr  tlirough  Ükä.  rays  of  a  felse  mediumr 
The  few  sCTitettees  whioh  ocourin  tk^se 
pageii  opoik  the  subject,  are  merely  intro* 
dueed  to  elücidate  the  fbelings  prodnced 
in  themiiid  of  Wälkm  by.tiie  new  Situa- 
tion in  wfaich  hevas  piaced. 

Hia^fifthof  wasdmemfoer  of  the  liigh 
dtiiircfa  of  Scoüaiad;  be  q^arrelted  with 
ilo  sicts  wliidi .  dissented  from  his  own. 
finsrt,  beeaüte  he  Qonsidered  his  abilities 
too  litnitöd  fbr  otmtuoyersy  on  so  essential 
a  pbinb;|ind  prindpaHy  becansep^fteewltli 
all  waa  4he  ftio»t'  beIo¥:ed  object  of  his 
«dul^;  b^f  be  hati  O^ft  wöndei«^  in  si* 
.  -t«ttce:why  «i^  bföny  deviated  frötti  the  higli 
rciad^  Wfa^n'tinb'pi^'appearad  so  unequi-^ 
vocaily^  i^^%  •  Me  ^ '  beefi  cohstaiit 
in  bis  attendanc^  twiee,  and.  «»ii!ciamts 
libiee :  tnnea  i'olrim^  'Sab^balii,  at  bis  parish 
Idi^-it^eiiad  absärvetab^tbe'  saoratBeiita  of 

larity*— 
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birity-^be  had  nevec  &iled  to  read  on 
evety  Sunday  a  portkm  of  the  ScHptuires 
to  his  wife.and  son,  and  in  the  pinn  lan* . 
guage  of  natuiie^  to  explain  to  the  latter 
big  sentim^nts  of  thedemands  made  by 
Providenee  tipon  his  created  beings.'*- 
''  Willie,'*  he  would  say,  **  mind  this,  lad- 
die,  dinna  tak-  the  name  o'  God  in  vain ; 
dfaina  teil  lies ;  dinna  injure  your  neebour, 
nof  hurt  the  brüte  beasties»  and  thm  tbfire 
wül  be  na  fear  o'  you ;  bat  gin  ye  diaobey 
these  comniandments,  yonll  surely  gang 
to  the  mischief  in  the  neit  world.*'  . 

William  was  a  good  boy  by  nature^  and 
n^eded  few  adtnonitions,  ^nd  in  tfae  kmch 
mice  of  bis  heart  he  believed  that  he  niast 
be  good  enongh  to  satisfy  his.aunt .  Büt, 
alas!  bis  aünfs  völigion  was  the  sad  ise- 
verse  of  that  to  whidi  he  had  been  aoeu^* 
tomed.  •  In^  his  i&ther*s  i^nise  the iseventh 
hadbeiM  the  faappiest  dayof  the  wedk; 
r^la#  at  Ifktk,  d^cked  in  theirbriter  dt- 
tS»e,  t6ttf  «dcft  tiieir  friends  and  neigh- 
bauibjidini;ftjwitfa  themsäves  in  oneadt  bf 

'^-^  gratitude, 
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'  gratitude^  and  beheld  them  recbiapehs^ 
with  the  sinües  of  approTtng  feditude 
animating  their  featiures :  the  daties  of  the 

'.  day  belog  ended,  in  summer  their  even* 
ings  were  passed  in  refreshing  walks,  in 

•  wintelr  in  social  conversation  around  their 
family  fire.  Sunday,  on  the  contrary,  m 
the  house  of  Mrs.  AnselU  was  a  day  elmö^t 

.  to  be  dreaded;  beneath  herroof  every  öne 
was  ooihpeHed  to  wear  a  ,loäk  of  morMe 
despondency,  which  almost  seemed  to 
blaspheme  the  Psalmist'!»  assertion  of  the 
cheerfUbiess  attendant  on  the  worship  of 
6od^  and  täcitly  to  imply  that  lamenta-^ 
tioQ  was  the  only  bpproach  towards  tke 
Divine  fiiVour.  The  day  was  pissed  iii  si* 
leiiceand  in  sigha;  and  when  ita  public  du- 
ties  weye  ended,  from  thence  to  the  hour  of 

•  badtime,  a  chasm  in- the  opeiatioiis  of  lUe 
:  'tesiaed^  wliich  compeKed  an  adive  mind  to 
■  employ  the  vaeancy  iq  refleetioM»  not  4I* 

.togetliel:  äinicabl^  tö  the  süpportet^  of :  a 
xaiise  so  very  fweigm  to  the  mmdiatejs  lOid 
intentiona  of  that  real»  otAfi  atiä  Smt 

Cause» 
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Cause,  who  has  deliver^  ihe  infiillibte 
preoepts  of  religion  to  his  created  beings 
in  one  plain  document,  and  who,  it  is 
most  eamestly  to  be  hoped,  for  the  'sake 
of  the  cayillers  on  the  subject  of  his  sacred 
law,  will,  in  his  mercjr,  forget  how  fre- 
quently  party  spirit,  in  its  wartnth  of  zeal, 
appears  to  lose  sight  of  the  Omnipotent 
cause,  and  to  remember  only  the  sustension 
of  its  own  opinions. 

In  this  dull,  cold,  nnsociabl^,  and  mo- 
notonous  course,  passed  oh  the  life  of  Wil* 
Üam ;  but  eonscious  that  his  abisence  from 
home  was  a  odnsidarable  reU^^f  ^tb  the  li- 
mited cireiimstan^s  <^  bis  parents^  he  rck 
solved  to  subnplt  without  murmunng,  and 
was  occasionally  recompensecl  for  the  uri* 
wearying  taunts,  reproofs,  and  lectur^s, 
misnatned  pious,  of  bis  ount,'  by  the  pro- 
mises  which  bis  undie  was  frequently 
naaking  to  him  of  what  he  would  one  day 
do  to  serve  bim, — ^Nearly  five  jjfears  had 
William  now  Been  in  London,  and  knew 
very  little  more  of  the  place  he  was  rc- 

siding 
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«ding  m  tfaan  iie  had  do^e  pttlie  first  ixitv 
roent  of  hk  entfcUig  it  FroDoi  ei§^^  ia 
the  ixi0«iiing  tili  teB  in  tlie  eyeniiig,  tbe 
$|x  weekly  day»  were  passed  by  Um  be^ 
tiind  tbe  oaunter,  and  on  the  aeventb,  any 
attempt  at  a*  walk  escoeeding  the  distanqe 
at  which  hk  Hncte's  hoai&e  stood  fram 
AI]Nrabwi  Cba^l,  w«^  d«e^ied  kreli^us!, 
^aad,  fiirbiddfBn,  m  a  proäi^  ex^rcise  09 
the  day  of  the  Lord ;  and  whil^t;  h}S  healtb 
pined  for  th^  r^eebQ)€Ski&  of  the  pure  air^ 
bis  auat  obUgßd  htm  to  inbate  the  sickoü- 
mg  efflttvk  of  a  kmf)^  so  apgrua^ly  pwj- 
yided  with  tiäie  artide«^  of  ilUtinjjiatipnw  thait 
he  wtes^ccanpcdled  aknmt  to  aeorcb  hl»  eye* 
brows  ia  ito  sleader  dame.  whUst  deei- 
pberiag  by  it$  eq^lvecal  light  tl)e  grea$y 
.pagiea  of  w^  old  ai^d^  tatternd  voUim^  ill 
.printäqi  and  worse  iiiditedj  whiqh  was  en- 
titlied  ^\  Crumbs  of  Comibrt  for  tbe  Souls 
of  the.  Affiicted,"*  and  wfaich,  as  he  pur- 
«uedhis  task9.created  in  hi$  mind  the  Single 
idea  of  how  ready  mafa  is  to  curtail  bis  fd- 
.  low9  of  tbose  comforts  whicb  the  Giver  of 

all 


ä:  h$s  m>  abmidttitly  jm&fvied  Inr  their 
we. 

Aboot  diis  time,  he  was  tne  iky  agvee» 

ablj  sorprised  l^  a  Visit  from  Mo.  Smith 

and  her  daugbter  Jannet.    To  tfae  fbrmer 

liad  beeti  bequeathed  a  small  pcoperty  by 

a  distant  relative,  which  the  will  of  the  de* 

oeased  had  rendüsred  it  neceasary  for  her 

io  i^eeeive  in  person,  and  she  had  dn  this 

aoeoant  been  oompelled  to  visit  the  British 

DÜtropolis.     William  eageriy  made  in- 

quiries  of  her  oöncemii:^  bis  faÜMlrV  cix^ 

^umstaiicea,  and  whether  sfae  stitt  resided 

in  bis  boiise? 

To  the  fbrmer  questicHi  sfae  refilied-^ 
^  That  she  was  sorry  to  be  under  the  ne- 
cessity  of  oonfessing  to  himt  tbat  Iiis 
father's  business  had  lately'  so  materially 
dediiied,  tlmt  fae  had  nö  Ictoger  been  able 
to  dontinue  an  inhabitant  of '  thcf  house  in 
which  he  had  formerly  resided  in  the  Ca- 
hongate,  and  was.gone  to  keep  a  little  shop 
in  the  village  of  Corstorphin.'*  To  hfe 
seeond  inqiüry  she  answered— **  That  the 

house 
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faoiise  he  was  now  in  not  beüig  mleutated 
for  the  acGomtnodation  of  lodgers»  sheJiad 
been  obliged  to  move  into  ariotlier  Uitoily 
ia  the  High-street;  but  tbat  die  frequently 
called  upon  her  cid  friendsat  their  ipiew 
abode^  whiqh  was  only  a  pleasant  W^ 
from  the  town,"  ... 

Greät  was  the  d^light  with  which  ÜHf 
fnönds/Jahnet  and  William,  beheld  eßoh 
other;  and  Williain  was  permitted  to  take 
a  couple  of  rambles  through  the  city  witfc 
his  old  aequaintance,  during  which  bis  time 
was  infinitely  more  engrossed  .by  his  eon^ 
versation  with  her  upon  the .  events  of 
"  Auld  lang  syne/V  than  upon  the  at^e- 
^ions  of  the  place.  *  The  pleasure  of  know- 
ing  her  an  ihhabitant  of  the  saine  city  as 
himsdf,  was;  höwever,  of  short  duration; 
Mrs.  Smith*s  business  was  brought  to  a 
termination  in  the  course  of  a  few  days, 
and  with  the  Ibve  of  home,  natural  to  all 
sedate  tubtrons,  she  im  media  tely  hastened 
back  to  Scotland.        ^ 

With  sorrow  WilKam  r^flected  on  the 

progressive 
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progressive  decline  in  tbii 
of  his  father^  and  it  wtfs  the  möst  eiirnest 
wish  bf  iiis  heatt»  thät  it  wigM  one  day 
be  in  hh  power  to  adminteter  tb  the  oofti«> 
forts  of  liis  deelinibg  days;  buf  distanf» 
very  distant,  he  considered,  must  that  pe«  ^ 
riodbe,  if  indeed  it  were  ever  fated  to  ar* 
riVe. '  At  the  condusion  of  his  apprentioe« 
ship  he  wtt^  only  expect  to  bei  retaiped 
b)rhisunele  as  bis  Hshopman ;  in  that  si« 
tuation  his  savings  oould  be  butr  veiy  small, 
thd  hi$  father  would  be  daily  increasing 
in  sige  and  in  necessities. 

A  neighbour  of  his  unele's  had  just  ob« 
tained  a  prize  in  the  lottery,  whieh  l^ad 
reliered  hiinsdf  and  his  three  sons,  pari* 
ners  trith  him  in  bis  firm,  frokn  itnpending 
bankrüptcy.  A  small  sum  bf  mcmey 
"^hieb  be  had  brought  vnth'  him  from 
Scotland,  sb  fat  from  hav^j^  beeh  diüli« 
üisbed  duriiig  his.  residence  in  London', 
had  been  con^ntly  increäsing,  for  the 
slendef*'  allowdnce  made  him  by  bis  tinvle 
för  poeketmoney,  had  hever  been  lavished 

Jyi^  away 
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away  iiy  iiim  ia  tiifles.  A  guinea  pre^ 
sented  te  iiim  bf  Mrs.  Smilih»  had  made  a 
great  ad^Utio»  to  Iris  littie  bcmA ;  hcf  t^ 
sdved  to  lie  ttMire  ^eoonotnical  thaii  eva 
dariiig  hlB  apprro^ticGsliip,  aod  ihen  ta  be« 
eome  Mnisdf  an  adTenturer  in  the  idtteiy; 
He  foMdeved  t^iat  tbe  ^im  wbidh.  be 
sbould  t-hiis  expeod  was  too  suntt  jta  be 
taiploy<edJtiaKn3r  ^milui»  .cfi.gMater  eoti^ 
saqtience;:  and  lie  lil^wise  concetr^ed  that 
tha«  oduld  be  HO  «o  in  atteoäptlag!^  to 
^Mrt  äie  smiles  of  finitme,  l^  fte  äsnoma 
of  a  littie  fund  ceUeeted  from  ind^vii^ial 
piivalÄoiB*  ■ 
|lis  a|p|Mfe»tik)esfaip  was^now  wlt^ 
-  slioittin^of  itatcraamatiioii;  heleai^^t 
a  krtt^  was  to  be  drawa  in  tlie  idowve 
of  a  S^wiFreeksi  and  (we  ikionuiig,  tofc&i^ 
advanta^  of  vn  uppwtitn^  vMdh  Was 
gi¥eQ  hmi  l^  «beisig  sent  anta^meMage^lcMr 
hia  «nde  jnto  tbe  Älinocies^  be  icpt:  mith 
bau  4»s  Utile  fostnne,  wa  to,an<i0oe In 
Carohilli  andtP^rdiased  tbe  ^<gbtb  .sfaapa 
of  A  lptle^4fck0t,  «|#0h  ^  bi«  tbe  sifKr 

plus 


plas  üf  only  n  few  «hilfings  in  liis  poeket«, 
Jiij  the  adviee  i>f  the  seHer,  his  ticiket  was 
regnteifed;  «nd  heTetumedliomefgnMpiQg 
bis  lotteiy-chance  in  his  hand,  w^tfa  a  caiK 
tious  eamestCness,  which  ^mert  oenvüilsed 
the  fingen  by  whieh  it  was  iiecured.  Qn 
enterihg  tbe^hcmse,  lie  ran  te  htsehamfher, 
anfl  lodced  away  the  paper»  upcm  wliidi 
all  his  hopes  and  fears  were  rested,  In  liisi 
trank ;  and  then  retumed,  wi^  afl  fossi* 
Ue  serenity  of  ^esunteiianoe»  to  kls  didly 
employment. 

Hhe  time  at  length  anivcNl  wlien  a  week* 
woaM  ck)6e  the  apprentiee^p  af  William 
fiH?avis1i ;  and  fais  nn^le  kappening  to  ke 
alone  witk  kirn  one  maming  in  a  smatt^ 
connting-room  at  tiie  baek  (tf!  Üie  akop» 
WHS  jiist -be^nriing  to  inqnife^^him  wkot' 
Steps  ke  meant  to-purstteüt^Ai^expirafiim^ 
0f  kis  artides^'wken  fhey  were  kiteimpted^ 
by  a  man  abruptly.entering  the  shop,  anä^ 
inqiuyk%  «^  Mt:  Wffiiam  M^a^ish. 
Wffliam^^  «tepped  forward  to  ^«swer  um' 

demalid.  
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.  '*.Aireymi,"  said  the  man,  '*  tbe.  Mr. 
WSliam  M^avififa  who  purchaaed  tte 
ei|;hthof  a  lottery-ticket  attiie  dBScei>f ^-^i— • 
inGornhai?"  - 

I  ^m,"  was  Winiam's  reply. 
Then  long  li^,  and  great.good  luck,. 
to  yow  ;hpnö|ur  T  cried  the  man ;  *f  it  U 
this  iiH>P^ng  oome  up  a  thirty  thousand 
poftijde?!"     .  ^  ;  :  . 

.  *  The  blood:  fle^.  frem  thc;  cbBeks  of  Wil- 
liafiu,  bqt  instantly  retumed' to  them  again 
ivith  the  liveliest  flush  of  perturbation ; 
the  tei^  slarted  into  his  eyes;  he  sunk 
lipon  hiB'own  knees,  and  dasping  thöse  of 
hi«  Informer  in  his  arms~<<  Heaven  bless 
you !  I^y  poor  father !  my  dear  fiitber ! 
oh  my  happy  father  and  mot^r  r  Frovi- 
den^  has  be^  my  prayer !  Oh  my  poor 
happy  '&ther.  i|nd  moth^ !"  burst  in  feite^ 
mted  andscarce-aiticalate aocents from  bis 
lius^ 

Mr«  jAiiseUfais^dhini^om  j^eg^ii^, 
apd  in.  the  «purse  of  a  fciw  minutßs  WM-- 
liam    was   aUe   to  explain  to  hi(m  the^ 

j^Hlbk  natura 
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imture  of  existing  dreiimstances.  And 
here  let  us  not  omit  to  remark,  that  al-> 
though^  every  one  knows  tbe  preserit  case 
of  William  M'Tavish  to  be  a  possibility, 
far  be  it  frotn  us  to  recoramend  the  con- 
duct  whicb  be  pursued,  as  an  example  to 
the  peiiisers  of  our  tale,  or  to  enoourage 
the  dispositidn  of  bardly-eamed  savings 
lipon  so  üimsy  a  cbance  of  success,  as  the 
vrheel  of  fortune,  tbus  couvted,  presents ; 
oq  the  contrary^  it  will  be  shewn  in  the 
progress  of  our  narrative«  tbat  the  sum 
thus  innocently  expended  by  the  well-in- 
tentioned  William,  if  transmitted  to  bis 
parent  in  its  simple  state,  instead  of  being 
sent  out  as  a  Iure  to  amplificatiop,  would 

•  •  • 

have  blessed  bim  with  the  bappy  rieooUec« 
tion  of  havii^  preserved  a  father,  wbose 
loss  he  was  hereafter  fated  to  deplore. 

Mr.  Ansell  rejoiced  sincerely  in  thegood 
fortune  of  bis  nephew,  and  advised  bim  to 
inform  bis  parents  by  letter,  witbout  delay, 
rf  tbe  sudden  prosperity  withwhich  be 
had  b^n  blessed  i  but  tbis  William^  re* 

VOL.  L  j^^  fused 
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fused  to  do,  declaritig'  that  the  greatest  joy 
tvliich  hh  wealth  couM  afford  him,  would 
be  the  act  of  «ommunieating  the  event 
himsdf  to  his  parents,  and  that.  he  itit^tid- 
ed  to  set  off  for  Scotland  itnmediately  for 
that  very  purposa 

Mr.  Ansell  pit)cured  him  the  money  to 
ivhich  his  g4X)d  fortune  had  entitled  him, 
and  havingraadefais  uncle  a  handsome  pre- 
seilt,  whicfa  he  insisted  upon  his  aeeepting 
at  hi^  händs,  and  enriehed  the  Jibrary  of 
his  aunt,  whose  former  conductwas  now 
in  a  moment  obliterated  froiti  his  tnemory, 
ivith  a  complete  set  of  the  Evangelical 
Mkgäztne,  soberiy  faound  m  black  and 
goM,  he  prepared  for  his  voyage.  A 
fiiend  of  Mr.  Anseirs,  who  resided  in*  Had- 
dington,  happened-to  be  at  that  time  upon 
the  point  of  embarking  for  Scotland  on 
boärd  a  Berwick  smack;  and  his  imde 
having  introduced  them  to  each  otJier^s 
äcquaintance,  advised  William,  for  the 
idake  of  bis  fiiend's  Company  on  the  voy- 
age,^to  proeeed  to  theJNbrth  by  the  säme 

,  conreyance« 
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tanveyanee«  The  plan  was  quickly  ar* 
ranged ;  diey  embarked ;  a  favöurable 
wind  fiUed  their  sails»  and  three  days  and 
nights  brought  them.  to  the  desuored  port 

They  landed  in  the  morning,  and  after 
fefreshing  themselves»  William  and  his 
fiiend  prooeeded  in  postcbai«e8  to  Had- 
dingtoü,  vhere  they  arrived  in  time  £ov  a 
täte  dinner.at  the  house  of  tlie  latter,  at 
which  Wüliamls  entm*tainer,nc^withstand« 
ing  bis  'ioipatienee  to  reach  Kdlnbur^rh, 
would  take  no  denud  to  bis  pa8siiig  the 
läght.  When  the  momiing  arrived,  bis 
hospitable  friend  comp^^biin  to  icniam 
to  break&st;  and  the  mea!  bcSng  canduded, 
with  many  promises  of  renewiiig  their  ae- 
quamtance,  Jthey  parted»  and  Wiiliam  pur- 
sued  bis  way  4;bward8  bis  native  city«  The 
coach  ümtk  Dunbar»  wbich  pasoes  e^ery 
moming  throagh  HaddingtxNn  to  Edin- 
burgh, bad  not  been  able  to  :grant  bim  a 
Seat ;  bat  aecustomed  in  bis  youth  to  long 
walks,  the  journey  befi>Fe  bim  appeared 
tather  as  a  recreation  than  a  necessatj^ ;  and 

not 


4iot  choofiing  tfae  .parade  öf  a  chaise,  to 
which  he  lyas  unaocustomed,  he  walked 
on,  ruminating  on  the  ahtidpated  plea- 
sures  whidi  he  imagined  hiniself  about  to 
enjoy,  mA  arrived  at  the  hour  we  have  aU 
ready  stated  at  the  foot  of  the  Canongate; 
He  proceeded  onwards,  either  reoog- 
nizing  well-known  objects  wifh  |rfeasure, 
or  viewing,  witfa  eyes  of  hiquhy  or  sur- 
prise»  the  alt^iKtions  which  had  taken 
place  during  fais  absenee. — ^'  I  am  deter« 
miiied,"  he  nuentally  pfonounced,  '^  not  to 
maSce  myself  known  to  a  Single  acquaint- 
ance,  tili  I  have  seen  my  fathw  and  mo- 
ther ;  and  I  think  there  is  very  littiie  diance 
of  my  being  recognized  by  any  of  niy 
former  friends^  exceft  indeed  by  Jamiet 
Smith,  or  her  mother/who  have  seen  me 
since  I  have  attained  the  years  of  manhood, 
and  undergone  the  change  whidi  thät  age 
naturally  produoes."  Presently  he  beheld 
the  old  house  where  he  waa.  bred  and 
1x>m.  He  contemplated  it  with  the  feeU 
ings  o(  an  old  friend:;  and  finding  himself 

#  thirsty» 


i\mty,  and  oonsidering  that  he  bad  yei 
füll  four  miles  to  walk  to  Corstorphin,  he 
fesolved  to  enter  9  puUichouae  op]K^ite  to 
the  fonoer  dwelliiig  of  his  parents,  and 
indulge  himself  for  a  few  minutes  in  gaz* 
i^g  at  a  spot  whieh  so  many  lecoUections 
rendened  dear  to  hiiti,. 

He  w^nt  into  tlie  house^  and  enteved  A 
public  room,  which  was  upon  the  first 
floor,  and  looked  immediately  »pon  the 
parlour  in  which  he  had  passed  so  many 
plea$ant  hours  in  tbe  instruction  of  Jannet« 
~*V  All,.  Jannet/  he  thoyght,  •*  yoir  little 
imagine  what  a  tale  I  have  to»  teil  you 
Baw.'*  The  waiter  at  thi&  moment  set 
down  before  him  a  bottle  of  porter,  which 
he  had  ordered,  and  pouredhim  out  a 
glas%  and  William  drank  it  off  in  süence 
to  Jannet*s  health. 

Finding  himi^lf  perfectiy  re&eshed,  he 
was  dq^rting,  when,  on  leaving  the  roonoi, 
he  saw  the  door  of  an  apartment  on  the 
other  side  of  th^  passage,  through  the  cen* 
tre  of  which  ran  the  stairs,  open,  and  from 

c  8  it 


it  came  foarth  a  well^looking  man  in  Übe 
dress  of  an  artiUery-seijeant,  and  bdiind 
liim  appeansd  Jannet  Smith;  bat  it  was 
not  Jannet  Smith,  such  as  William  had 
before  beheld  her ;  her  dress  was  now  more 
Iady4ike,  though  infinitely  less  becoming 
9t  than  the  piain  habiliments  which  he  had 

been  accast<»ned  to  see  her  wear,  and  her 
'  once-bloomipg  countenance  appeared  less 
lovely,  and  unhappy. 

The  aejQeant  was  already  upon  the  stairs, 
and  she  had  tumed  to  descend  them-*-^ 
•*  Jarniet  Smith,'*  caied  William,  "  don't 
you  know  me?'* 

«  WiHiam!  William  M^avish!    Ob, 

*  • 

God  presenre  me  T  ejaculated  Jannet.  ^  I 
canna  qpeak  to  you,  dinna  ask  me,  I  can-» 
na  indeed  at  this  awfu'  moment !"  and  she 
proeeeded  to  descend  the  stairs. 

'^  I  heg,  I  beseech  of  you,**  exdaimed 
William,  ^  to  faear  me,  and  .explain  to 
me "* 

•*  Not  now,**  she  replied ;  **  I  couldna^  I 
wuldna  for  iea  thousand  worldsr  and 

whilst 


81 

wbilst  speaking,  she  faurried  the  serjeant 
out  of  the  house^  and  disappeared  witb 
him. 

William,  with  trembling  fimbs,  retum-i^ 
ed  to  the  seat  which  he  had  just  before 
been  dccupying  in  the  public  room,  and 
calling  to  him  the  waitej:,  said — ***  Surely  I 
cannot  be  mistaken — was  not  the  young; 
woman  who  just  now  went  out  of  this: 
buse  Jannet  Smith  P'* 

"  Aye^  sure,  sir^"  answered  the  man ;; 
'4'vekenn'd  her  lang;,  when  puirArchie 
M*Tavish  kept  thesnuff-shop  o-er  the  way,. 
she  an*  her  mither  liv'd  mony  a  year  in  the 
flat  aboveJ* 

"  I  remembei'  her  at  that  tirae^  too,!^  said: 
Wilham ;  ^'^  but  she  ^pears  strangely  al- 
tered since  then." 

"  Aye  she  does  that^"  retumed  the 
waiter..  "  There's  been  an  unco  queer 
Story  about  her  and  an  oflScer  o'  the  armie 
änce  her  mither  died;  I  dinna'ken  richtly 
what  to  believe ;  but  she's  shurely  strange- 
ly changed,.  however." 

c4l'  «Sandieir 
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•*  Sandie  T  cried  the  shrill  voice  of  thc 
landlady  from  below,  **  are  ye  gane  to  pit 
äff  yer  time  wi'  haveren  there  a*  day,  l'd 
be  glad  to  ken  ?"  and  Sandie  was  obliged 
to  obey  the  summons,  and  depart. 

•*  Whatever  has  eflfected  the  change  in 
tlie  appearance  and  manners  of  Jannet,  I 
shaB  best  leam  the  cause  of  from  my  pa- 
rents,*"  reflected  William ;  and  endeavour- 
ing  to  suppress  his  agitated  feelings  tili  I)e 
saw  them,  he  quitted  the  house,  and  pur- 
sued  his  way  through  the  Nether  Bow. 

Intending  to  tum  down  Bank-street, 

0 

and  to  cross  the  Earthen  Mound  in  his  way 
to  the  Glasgow  road,  he  moveid  on,  fully 
occupied  by  his  own  thoughts,  tili  arriving 
about  the  centre  of  the  High-street^  he 
perceived  an  immense  coneourse  of  people 
assembied  before  him,  and  observed  that 
the  bell  of  St  Giles's  kirk  was  tolling.— 
**  What  is  going  forward  ?"  he  asked  of 
the  bystanders. 

On  öne  side  his  question  was  replied  to 
by:— **  It's  a  man  gane  to  be  hang'd  for  for- 

getyr 
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gery.^    On  the  other«*-*''  There  is  a  crimi* 
iial  to  be  executed  for  uttering  a  forged 

.    ^  Was  H  to  a  great  amount  ?**  he  in- 
quirecL 

**  No,"  answered  a  wpman,  ^  naething 
but  a  one-pound  y^i*" 

"  Unhappy  being,**  reflected  William» 
''  how  miserable  must  be  thy  sensaticms ! 
How  should  I  rejoioe,  if  ifc  weie  permitted 
me  to  exp^id  the  half  of  the  siim  now  in 
Qiy  poftsession  in-pieserving  thy  lifer' 

As  he  adväneedi  hß  saw  the  scaffold 
niised  immediately:  in  &ont  of  the  west 
Windows  of  the  church,.and  the  rope,  by 
wbidi  the  unhappy  being  wgjs  to  snfifer, 
.Sttspended  from  the  eross  beam.  He  shud- 
dered,  tor  he  had  never  before  bdield  a 
sight  of  the  kind« 

.  **  Here  he  comes !  He's  Coming  now ! 
Here  bß  comes  T  exdaimed  the  voices  of 
^tbecrowd: 

At  these  Sounds  William  attempted  to 

fy  from  the  spot;  but  one  of  those  irre- 

'  c  5  sistible 
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sistiHe  Impulses  which  form  öne  of  tlie 
tnost  marked  cöntradicticms  in  the  compo- 
sition  of  man*s  mind,  and  which  are  not 
unfrequently  known  to  impel  us  to  'Fit- 
ness wliat  we  dread  to  obsen^e,  chain^d 
bim  to  the  spot.  He  remained^  but  he 
feared  to  raise  his  eyes  to  the  object  of  Ge- 
neral Observation. 

'*  There  he  is  now  upon  the  platferte,*' 
Said  a  man. — ••  l'beyVe  tyiijg  the  topfe 
aboat  his  neck,  puir  bodyl'Vsaid  andth0^ 
— ^^  Hell  soon  be  gone  now,  Heayen  help 
him  r  cried  a  third. 

At  this  instant^  William  accusing  Mm- 
seif  of  something  like  cowardioe,  whiüh  he 
resolved  to  cohquer,  raised  his  eyestowards 
the  scaffold.  Hdrror  palsied  his  frame, 
for  in  the  culprit  he  beheld  ■  ■    bis  fither. 

The  first  shock  communicated  to  bis 
heart  was  fallowed  by  an  utter  Stagnation 
of  bis  faculties;  but  the  scene  oti  wbidb 
his  Vision  was  stHl  bent  recalled  bis  poweife 
into  animation,  and  ende&vouiifig  to:  force 
his  way  towards  the  scaffold  frou  the  en- 

trance 


öOTce  of  Bank-street,  where  he  was  sVa^ 
tioned,  and  in  which  he  was  frustrated  by 
Ihe  immense   crowd  whidi  surrounded^ 
him,  he  ravediiloud,  in  accents  of  the  wild- 
est  frenzy — "  He  is  my  fatber!  save  him ! 
heis  my  father!— his-primeamounts  but 
to  a  Single  pound!  I  will  give  three  thou- 
sand  for  his    preservation ! — Save  bimf 
save  him  !*  save  my  father !" 

Tho9e  wbo  were  sufiidently  near*  ta^ 
him  tQ^  hear  bis  words, .  coneeived  him  to ' 
be  a  madmah,  and  whilsfc  they  were  en-^ 
deavouring  to  admonish  him  inta  silence, . 
the  drop  feil.-  Tbe  ravings  of  the  distract- 
ed  M'Tavish  continued  to  pierce  the  ears  - 
of  those  by  wbom  he  was  surrounded»  and- 
some  amongst  tlie  crowd,-viewing  bis  ago-* 
njzed  countenance  witH  piiy,-were  begin— 
ning  to  consider  how  far  his  assertionsN 
might  be  the  effect  of  truth,  when  bis  ex— 
clamations  were  overwbelmed  by  the  voice 
of  the  populace  uniting  in  the  cries  of-^- 
•*  Murder!  murder!  shame!  shame!  cut 
faim    downi  cut   him  down!  murder!" 

c6  The. 
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The  occasion  of  which  sentences  was,  that 
altliough  the  drop,  which  was  intended  to 
have  latmched  the  unhappy  sufFerer  into 
eternity,  had  fallen,  the  apparatus  had  been 
so  injüdidously  constructed,  that,  instead 
of  bring  suspended,  the  miserable  culprit 
was  rested  on  his  tiptoes. 

The  sense  of  horror  displayed  by  the 
pitying  populace  raged  with  tenfeld  fuiy 
in  the « breast  of  William ;  he  struggled, 
with  a  vigour  imparted  by  the  fever  of  his 
senses  to  his  limbs,  to  approach  the  gal- 
lows.  The  reiterated  cries  of  the  muhi- 
tude  were  meanwhile  increasing  on  every 
side,  and  stones  flying  from  every  direc» 
tion  at  tlie  unskilful  executioner.  The 
glass  feil  in  shivers  from  the  Windows  of 
the  chureh,  which  formed  the  faackground 
of  the  scafibld,  and  the  magistrates  and 
the  öi&cers  of  the  police  fled  for  safety. 
Still  William  continued  to  force  his  way 
towafds  the  object  of  his  ooncem,  and  had 
arrived  within  a  few  paces  of  the  spot, 
when  he  saw  a  handsome  young  man»  ci 

about 
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about  twenty-five  years  öf  age,  and  bear«> 
ing  in  every  respect  the  äppearance  of  9 
gentleman,  jump  upbn  the  platform,  arid 
with  a  dasp-knife  ait  the  rope  from  whxch 
tlie  crimmal  was  depending.  William  in- 
stantly  perceived  the  body  of  his  father  to 
sink  from  his  vieiv;  and  the  next  mönient, 
n  stcme,  thrown  from  the  hand  of  one  of 
the  mob,  Struck  him  on  the  temple,  and 
deprived  bim  of  aU  sense. 


CHAP. 
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eHAPTER  IL 


It  is  here  necessary  that  we  should  give^ 
a  detail  of  the  drcumstanoes  which  had^ 
led  the  pnoe  geod  and  worthy  Arohibald 
M'Tavish  to  so.unhappy  a  sitai^k>n  a^^ 
that  in  which  we  have  just  witnessed  him. 

On  retiring  from  Edinburgh^  and  fixing 
his  residence  in  the  village  of  Coretorphin,. 
Archibald' had  added  to  his  former  trade^ 
of  tobacconist,  a  few  groceries,  eonfection- 
ary,  and  toys ;  and  upon  the  slender  pro- 
fits  produced  by  the  sale  of  these  article^»^ 
he  and  his  wife,  with  that  triie  spirit  of 
economy  in  which  the  countiy  of  which^ 
he  was  a  native  is  so  well  versed,  contrived 
rather  to  exist  than  to  live. 

A  few  weeks  before  the  present  timet 
Archibald  had  been  tempted  to  transport 
the  principal  part  of  his  stock  in  trade  to 

a  neigh* 
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a  üeighbourifig  fkir.  In  the  course  of  the 
aftemoon  a  goodJoc^ing  man,  who  sup- 
ported  a  WelUdressed  fenoale  on  each  arm» 
bougiit  some  ^ngcrbrcad  at  bis  stall,  and 
de^ped  hhn  to  cliange  a  one-jpound  note, 
The  receipts  of  the  day  had  enabled  bim 
to  comply  with  tbe  stranger's  rcquest,  and 
I^rä^  the  note  fi>r  security  in  bis  fob, 
wbich  had  folr  some  time  past  been  unoc- 
cupied  by  a  watcb,  he  tbougbt  no  uiöre 
of  the  transaction,  tili  a  few  days  after, 
when,  on  presenting  the  note  to  a  neigh- 
bour,  it  was  pronounced  to  be  a  forgery» 

Tti^enty  Shillings  was  a  loss  which  poör 
M'Tavidi  was  utterly  una^^le  to  afford. 
The  diSöovöry  <rf  tiie  invalidity  of  the  note 
took  place  on  a  Tuesday ;  if  bis  last  half- 
year's  reut,  which  had  been  long  due,^  wete 
net  paid  on  the  following  Monday,  his 
landlord  had  declared  his  positive  inteiv- 
tion  d'selling  his  fumiture;  and  with'the 
twenty  Shillings,  thus  unexpectedly  lost, 
he  had  hoped  to  appease  \i\%  wrath.  What 
co&Id  he  4o  ?  He  found  it  impossible  to 
»  \  trace 
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^ce  out  the  person  who  Kad  pracüsed 
upon  him  the  imposition  under  which  he 
was  sufiering.  He  had  no  fiiend  to  wfaom 
he  eould  apply  for  assistance ;  Mrs.  Smith 
was  dead ;  his  son  William  he  did  not  sap- 
pose  to  be  possessed  of  five  Shillings ;  and 
a  false  pride  prevented  him  fröm  cotife^ 
ing  by  letter  his  want  of  the  small  Mm  for 
which  he  was  distressed  to  his  wife's  bro- 
ther. 

He  eonsidered  that,  notwithstanding 
the  great  inconvenience  to  which  he  was 
himself  exposed,  from  having  taken  the 
note»  that,  knowing  it  to  be  invaüd»  it 
must  be  dishonest  in  him  to  attempt  to 
pass  it ;  and  even  could  he  win  his  mind 
'to  the  transaction,  what  personal  daager 
might  not  be  attendant  on  his  so  doing ! 
He  shuddered  at  the  idea/and  hoped  that 
It  would  never  again  enter  his  mind« 

In  the  couFse  of  the  week  his  wife»  who 
had  for  a  oonsiderable  time  past  laboured 
under  a  very  indifferent  State  of  bealth^ 
became  seriously  ill,  and  was  coniined  to 

her 
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her  bed.  On  the  Saturday  moming,  as 
M*Tavisb  was  passing  through  the  viU 
läge,  he  met  his  landlord,  who  was  one  of 
those  men  who  are  utterly  devoid  of  eveiy 
feeling  fbr  others,  and  conceive  that  they 
do  HO  wrong  by  enforcing  their  own  rights 
by  any  means  of  which  the  law  permits 
them  to  avail  themselves. 

M*Tavish  bowed  to  hini  in  passing;  the 
man»  wbose  narae  was  Brown,  stopped, 
and  Said—**  Weel,  is  yer  silier  gaen  to  be 
ready  gin  Monday  first  ?** 

"  If  it  can  be  procured — ^if  it  is  possible 
that  I  can  raise  it  agin  that  time,**  stam- 
mered  out  M'Tavish. 

*•  rU  hear  nae  mwr  ifs  about  it,"  replied 
Brown.  "  I've  been  fuiled  lang  enough, 
an  by  God!  gin  it  is  nae  in  my  hans  at 
one  o'dock,  111  roup  y e  te  the  door !" 

"  I  heg  o'  ye  to  hae  eonsideration,  to  hae 

mercy,  gin  it  was  only  for  a  few  days/*  re- 

tumed  M*Tavish ;  "  my  wife  is  sae  very 

UI9  rm  a'maist  affeared  she*s  dying.'* 

•*  Be  she  as  ill  as  she  Ükes,'*  answered 

the 
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ihe  surly  Brown,  "  if  my  rent  be  not  paid 
'  '^n  the  üme  I  liae  set,  I'll  seil  the  bed 
frae  under  her,  mlnd  that" 

The  tears  burst  into  the  eyes  of  M*Ta- 
vish  ;  his  brutal  landlord  tumed  heedliess^ 
ly  from  him,,  and  left  hixa  to  bis  own  mi- 
serable  reffections.  - 

**  Se\l  the  bed  frae  undei  noy  wife !"  wa^ 
the  only  sentence  which  reverberated  on 
the  ear  of  Archibald ;:  he  altnost  sunk  un- 
der the  bare  apprehension/  All  day  he 
looked  anxiously  Ibr  customers,  thougl^ 
tbere  was  little  chasrce  of  the  sum  which. 
he  wished  to  raise  being  produced  t§  him, 
that  night.         .  '  \ 

Late  in  the  evening  a  boy  came  into  the 
shop  fqr  some  triflmg  artides,  which  a-- 
xnoUnted  to  about  half-a-crown,  and  re-^ 
quested  change  for  a  pound-note, 

M'Tavish  told  him  that  he  was  very 
sorry  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  oblige 
him;  and  the  boy  rejoined,  that  it  was 
not  very  material,  for  that  he  was  provi- 
ded  with  money  to  pay  for.  the  articles,  but 

that. 
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that  his  master  woiild  have  been  glad  sf 
Mr.  M*Tavish  could  have  accommodated 
him. 

••  Who  is  your  maister?"  asked  Mr. 
MTavish. 

•*  Maister  Anderson,  the  faraier  at  the 
fit  o'  the  brae  beyond  the  toH/'  said  the 
boy. 

A  sudden  tbought  Struck  the  uiihapp^'^ 

Archibald ;    the  Impulse  of  a   n^oment 

oveythrew  the  unvaryir^  rectitude  of  half 

a  Century. — "  As  it  is  for  Mr.  Anderson^ 

I  will  endeavour  to  oblige  him,"  he  said. 

He  went  into  his  little  parlcmr,  at  the 

back  of  his  shop,  opened  his  desk,  took 

&om  -it  th^  fbrged  note,  and  having  placed 

the  other  in  its  stead,  retumed  back  into 

ihe  shop,  and  presenting  the  exchaxiged 

note  to  the  boy,  said — "  I  am  very  sorry, 

after  a*,  to  find  that  X  have  not  stiller  to 

oblige  your  mdster ;  but  perhaps  I  may  be 

able  gin  Monday." 

The  boy  received  the  note,  and  depart- 
ed ;  and  M'Tavish  continued  standing  vA 

his 
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his  shop-door,  gazing  on  vacancy,  the  mute 
effigyofdespair. 

The  boy  was  scarcely  gone  cre  M*Ta- 
vish  b^came  fully  convinced  of  the  raish- 
ness  of  the  act  which  he  had  committed, 
and  was  half  resölved  to  call  the  boy  back ; 
but»  intimidated  at  the'ldea  of  thus  pro* 
claiming  his  own  error,  he  changed  his  in* 
clination;  and  finding  hiniself  unifit  to  con- 
verse  with  strängers,  he  shut  up  his  shop^ 
and  retired  to  his  inner  apartment,  where 
he  sat  silently  contemplating  his  drooping 
wife. 

« 

A  few  hours  verified  his  worst  appre- 
hensions;  the  forged  note  which  he  had 
taken  at  the  &ir  had  been  universally  talk^ 
edofthrough  thevillage;  and,  as  an  in» 
controvertible  proof  of  his  guilt,  the  nbtel 
which  Mr.  Anderson  had  sent  to  hitn  hy 
his  servant,  had  been  marked  with  bis  sig* 
nature.  A  search  was  made ;  Mn  Ander* 
fion*s  note  was  found  in  the  desk  of  M'Tä- 
Vish,  and  the  law  immediately  proQeeded 
to  take  its  course  against  him. 

Thfr 
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The  unfoftunate  man  was  conveyed  to 
jail;  hk  bnital  landlord  put  into  effectthe 
threat  with  which  he  had  qukted  him ; 
and  tke  wife  of  M'Tavish,  in  a  State  whicfa 
oould  scarcely  be  termed  cxistentei  was 
conveyed  by  tbe  humanity  of  a  neighbour 
to  Glasgow,  wbere  she  had  a  distant  rela- 
tive. 

MTavish  endeavoured  to  meet  his  fate 
with  firmness,  only  resolved  upon  one 
point^  that  bis  wife's  brother  and  his  son 
should,  if  it  were  possible  for  him  to  fire»^ 
>^entit,  never  know  his  misfortunes.  His 
guilt  was  tpo  clear  to  hope  for  any  mitiga- 
tion  of  bis  punishment;  and  we  have  at 
f^dy  Seen  the  sentenoe  of  the  law  which 
^as  pFonoiuiced  against  him  carry ing  into 
effect. 

When  William  recovered  ftom  the  tem- 
porary  Stupor  into  which  the  Uow  he  had 
reoeived  in  the  crowd  had  thrown  him,  he 
^ound  himself  in  the  house  of  a  benevolent 
surgeon,  in  the  Grass-market,  to  which  be 
M  heen  kindly  taken  by  its  pitying  own- 

er. 
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«•,  and  every  attention  paying  to  him 
which  bis  case  required4  Immediately 
starting  up  from  the  couch  on  which  he 
had  been  placed,  and  not  even  in^uiring 
%vhere  he  was,  he  declared  his  intention  od 
going  in  quest  of  his  father, 

Tlie  ffood  surgeon  restrained  him  from 
Ins  purpose. — **  If,"  he  said,  **  the  tinhap- 
py  man  to  whom  you  refer  is  indeed  your 
lathen,  it  is,  I  assure  you^  beyond  your 
ability  to  comfort  or  assist  him.  You 
have  yourself  been  eonsiderably  more  than 
an  hour  in  my  house ;  and  before  I  had 
süeceeded  in  removing  you  from  the  pres- 
sure of  •  the  mtiltitude,  a  second  apparatus 
had  been  prepared,  whfch  can  leave  no 
doubt  of ,  your  fether's  fate  having  been 
sealed  long  ere  this ;  do  not  then,  by 
conduct  which  can  render  no  satisfaction 
to  the  memory  of  him  whom  yoü  tespect, 
unnecessarily  expose  yourself  to  the  vul- 
gär f^unts  and  unfeeling  criticisms  always 
uttered  at  random  by  some  of  the  mem- 
4iers  of  a  multitude  who  have  assembled 
'  to 
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to  witness  a  busihess  of  tlib  unhappy  na* 
ture;  consent  to  remain  in  my  house  all 
nigfee 

^  I  thankyou,  sir — ^from  the  bottom  of 
my  beart,  I  thank  you^'  retumed  Wil- 
liam, **  for  the  very  great  intereat  whidi 
yoii  have  displayed  in  my  wretched  cause, 
«nd  will  partially  foUow  your  advice,  by 
abstaining  fix>m  an  unavailing  exposure  of 
my  feelings  to  an  unsympathizing  world ; 
bat  your  kind  irivitation  I  must  refuse. 
As  one  of  my  parents  no  longer  exists  td 
Claim  my  duty,  think  liow  greatly  she  who 
survives must,  at this  momenl,  requirethe 
,  consolation  of  her  son  ?  I  mu^t  fly  to  com- 
fort  my  mother !"  And  repeating  bis  gra- 
titüde  for  the  kindness  lie  had  experi« 
enced,  no  entreaties  could  withhold  him 
from  immecUately  proceeding  to  Corstor- 
|>hin,  where  he  expeeted  to  find  his  |ia- 

The  feelings  with  which  he  moved  for- 
ward  may  be  better  estimated  than  ex- 

plained. 
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plaiaed.  On  arriving  at  the  village,  he 
enta^d  a  public-house,  in  order  to  tnake 
inquiries  for  the  residence  of  his  mother ; 
ai  he  went  in,  he  heard  a  man  reading 
from  a  newspaper,  which  had  been  printed 
on  the  preceding  evening  in  Edinburgh, 
an  account  of  the  unhappy  transaction  by 
which  that  aftemoon  was  to  be  marked. 
Had  he  been  able  to  listen  with  any  de- 
gree  of  composure  to  this  detail»  the  com« 
ments  which  followed  it  inust  ak>ne  have 
unuianned  bis  fortitude. 
.  The  assembled  groiip  described  bis  fa- 
Uier  as  one  of  the  best  of  men,  who  had 
suflered  for  tlie  only  crime  which  he  was 
ever  supposed  to  have  committed ;  tlieir 
pity  followed  their  eulogies.  Every  one 
who  possesses  the  slightest  sensibility  of 
heart»  is  aware  how  infinitdy  the  case  of 
dica^  is  hardened  to  those  who  feel  the 
privation  of  any  bek)yed  object,  by.  the 
compassion  Arith  which  that  object  is 
spoken  of  by  the   survivors.     William 

burst 
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burst  into  tears,  and  nished  out  of  the 
house. 

Proceeding  on  a  few  paces,  he  perceived 
an  old  woman  standing  at  the  doof  of  a 
cottage;  and  oommanding  his  utterance 
as  well  as  he  was  able,  he  inquired  of  her 
for  his  mbther,  and  leamt  that  she  had 
been  cohveyed  to  her  relatives  in  Glas- 
gow. 

Thither  he  accordingly,'  without  a  mcv 
ment's  hesitation,  äetermined  to  bend  his 
Steps ;  and  uttering  a  word  or  t  wo  of 
scarGely-aüdible  thanks  to  his*  infortner, 
was  pursuing  his  way,  when  the  old  wo- 
man Said — **  As  ye  hae  come  the  Edinbro' 
road,  Ise  Warrant  ye'll  ken  whether  it-s  a' 
o'er  wi'  puir  Archie  M*Tavish ;  bat  it's  nae 
doubt  been  that  for  some  hours  past." 

William  heard  no  more,  but  darted  fbr- 
ward.  it  was  already  beginning  to  ^ow 
dark ;  he  had  never  yet  traveüed  between 
Edinburgh  and  Glasgow,  but  knowing 
it  to  be  a  high  road,  imagined  that  he 
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'Could  not  mistake  the  way.  A  thick 
rain  was  falling,  accompanied  by  a  keen 
wind  from  the  north ;  but  the  misery  of 
his  mind  rendered  him  heedless  of  lesser 
inconveniences,  and  he  abated  not  of  his 
pace  tili  he  had  passed  about  five  miles 
£hrough  Corstorphin,  when,  feeling  him- 
self  so  much  overcome  by  the  Joint  ef- 
fects  of  mental  and  bodily  suffering,  as 
to  consider  that  some  portion  of  rest  and 
refreshment  were  necessary  to  qüalify  him 
for  proceeding  at  all,  he  entered  a  house 
of  public  entertainment  by  the  side  of  the 
road. 

He  asked  for  some  bread  and  milk,  and 
whUst  it  was  preparing,  inquired  the  hour. 

The  landlady  replied  that  it  was  a  few 
minutes  past  eight  o'clock. 

"  It  is  a  long  way  to  Glasgow  y et/'  said 
William. 

"  It's  mair  nor  thirty  miles/'  said  the 
hostess,  "  an  if  s  a  very  bad  nicht  for  tra- 
velling.      If  ye'r  priest   for  time,  you'd 
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$\nmiyhetter  gang  wi*  tfae  mail-eoaeh; 
it  will  be  past  here  in  about  twa  honn 

Wflliam  considered  that  it  wonld  prob* 
abljbe  the  safest  and  most  expediticms 
way  for  him  to  prooeed  by^  and  he  letohr. 
ed  to  await  its  ooming. 

An  baur  passed,  during  whicfa  he  wa$ 
left  at  libertjr  to  indulge  in  bis  reAeti&n^ 
unobserved  and  unrestrained;  for,  aooord- 
iog  to  the  custom  of  tbe  opüntrjr^  hisland- 
lady  bad  carried  bis  meal  into  a  sofitaiy 
apartment. 

About  this  time  bis  attention  was  ar- 
rested  hy  tbe  v<Hoe  of  a  penc«  appatent- 
ly  in  a  State  of  intoxication^  wbose  con- 
veraation  was  stron^y  tinctured  witb 
the  Inäi  brogue,  and  wbo  was  talk- 
nig  to  tbe  landlady  in  tbe  passage. — 
*^  Hand  us  out  a  drop  of  tbe  best  us- 
^ebacfa  yoiu-  tap  ean  broacb^''  said  tbe 
Tpioe»  ^  and  see  if  myself  doesn't  do 
justice  to  tbe  drinking  of  it^  my  jewd, 
ÜiatfsalL''    And^attbecondusumoftbe 
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sentence,  a  man,  in  a  sailoi^s  blue  jac- 
ket  and  trowsers,  with  a  short  bludgeon 
in  one  band,  a  glazed  hat  on  bis  bead, 
and  a  ppofusion  of  black  matted  bair 
hanging  about  bis  face,  staggered  a  few 
Steps  into  the  room  wbere  William  was 
sitting. 

"  Tbere*s  Company  ben  tbere/*  said  the 
l^ndlady. 

"  And  I'm  Company  myself,  honey," 
cried  the  sailor ;  **  and  therefore  we*ll  all 
be  Company  together ;  and  so  bring  me  a 
^  drop  of  the  crater  this  way." 

William  spoke  a  few  words  of  bälf-ex- 
pressed  permission ;  the  landlady  retired, 
and  the  sailor  threw  himself  carelessly  into 
a.  cbair. 

At  this  instant  bis  eyes  rested  on  Wil- 
liam — all  bis  former  Symptoms  of  into^ 
cation  disappeared;  he  rose  bastily,  and 
closing  the  door,  plaüed  himself  opposite 
to  William,  and  said — "  Don't  you  kncw 

*^No,"repUed  William.      , 

"  I  am 
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''  I  am  sure  I  teiow  yoo,"  rgoined  tke 
apparent  sailor.     ^*  Your  father  was  tbis 

day— •* 

WUüaiEi  plaoed  bis  band  in  agony  to  bis 
head. 

"  Be  qüiet  T  wbispered  tbe  man ;  **  be 
composed!  if  you  speakaword,  lam  lost! 
it  was  I  who  cut  bim  down  !** 

The  landlady  now  entered  witb  tbe 
sdlor's  whiskey,  wbo  immediately  resum- 
ed  bis  Irish  brogue,  and  again  affected  in- 
toxication. 

The  landlady  baving  once  more  re- 
tired,  ä  few  wbispers  passed  between  tbem^ 
at  the  condusion  of  wbicb  William's  new 
acquaintance  said — "  Teil  tbe  woman  of 
the  house  tbat  you  will  walk  on,  and  let 
the  mail  overtake  you ;  keep  tbe  straigbt 
road;  you  cannot  go  wrong,  and  I  will 
come  up  witb  you  in  a  few  minutes.  You 
cannot  doubt  my  fiiendsbip,''  be .  added^ 
**  after  wbat  you  bave  witnessed  to-day  ; 
and  if  you  bave  any  recoUection  of  my 
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cxtantenanoe,  when  uodi^uised»  you  shall 
see  it  £ir  a  moment  as  it  really  is.** 

He  raised  bis  long  black  hair,  which 
proved  to  be  a  wig,  and  displayed  to 
William  the  aubum  locks  and  handsome 
feattires  of  tbe  gentleman  wbo  bad  flown 
upon  tbe  8caffi>ld  to  bis  &tber*s  rescue. 
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CHAPTER  IIL 


•^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 


William  obeyed  the  advice  of  his  mys- 
terious  friend,  and  quitted  tbe  house.  In 
les8  than  half  an  hour  he  was  overtaken  by 
bim—**  Well,"  Said  the  latter,  "  I  am  in 
a  scrape  already  for  what  I  did  this  after- 
noon ;  a  hue  and  cry  was  immediately  set 
OD  foot  after  me,  for  having  opposed  the 
execution  of  the  law ;  and  to-morrow  I 
anderstand  I  shall  be  placarded,  and  a  re- 
ward of  fifty  pounds  offered  for  my  appre- 
hension ;  so  I  have  got  out  of  the  way  tili 
I  See  what  turn  afiairs  take.** 

"  You  must  have  entertained  a  very 
great  respect  and  friendship  for  my  poor 
fether,**  said  William, 

"  Not  I,"*  was  the  reply ;  "  I  never  saw 
him  tili  to-day."  ,^ 

"  Hqw  came  you  then  thus  to  ihterest 
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youFself  in  the  case  of  a  stranger  ?"  aisked 
WiUiaiti. 

'*  Because  I  feel  as  a  man  for  my  fellow- 
beings/'  was  the  answer.  "  And  now  no 
assistance  can  be  rendered  to  your  parent, 
perhaps  my  society  may  do  something  to- 
wards  oonsoling  you  for  his  loss,  and  re» 
viving  you  from  despondency.  So,  if  it 
pleases  you,  say  the  word,  and  we  will  jog 
on  together ;  I  have  neither  a  family  nor  a 
poofession  to  demand  me  elsewhere;  I  feel 
an  interest  in  your  mi^ortunes,  which  al* 
lies  me  to  you  with  a  strength  of  Sensation 
that  is  almost  indescribable." 

William  was  not  a  Uttle  afTected  by  the 
kindness  of  his  new  frieiid,  but  be  was  un* 
able  to  utter  what  was  passing  in  bis  hewt; 
the  stranger  comprehended  the  emotions 
under  which  he  was  labouring,  and  endea- 
vQured,  by  not  suffering  the  oonversation 
to  lag  on  his  part,  to  reflieve  William  from 
the  neoessity  under  which  he  migfat  other- 
wise  suppose  hin^^jjf,  of  attenipting  to  re- 
ply  to  his  professions. 
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"  It  18  a  Strange  ehanoe  by  which  wt 
Bave  met»"  oontiiiued  the  stranger;  **  one 
of  tibekind  by  whidi  Ptovidencquoften  siip- 
plies  ftiends  to  those  who  have  long  sought 
them  in  vain,  amidst  the  drcle  of  their  ac* 
quaintanoe,  and  regulär  associates.  Ad- 
renture^ves  heart  to  intimacy ;  we  have 
not  lacked  it,  Heayen  knows;  but»  fbr  the 
piesent,  no  more  reversions  to  the  past. 
Yoa  say  you  are  going  to  Glasgow ;  Glas» 
gow  will  süit  my  present  purpose  of  con- 
cealment  as  well  as  any  other  place,  and 
perhaps  better.  I  know  it  well ;  there  are 
hdes  and  comers  in  that  city,  in  which 
Y*^-^  W-*-~-  tnight  have  hidden  himself 
for  a  Century,  without  a  broad  brim.  Bat 
cur  joumey  must  be  on  foot ;  it  will  not 
do  for  me  to  subject  myself  to  the  cönver* 
salion  of  stageooach  passengers ;  you  in- 
deed  have  nothing  to  apprdiend,  except  it 
isfrom  bdng  föund  in  oompany  with  me^ 
however,  let  us  walk  on  deliberately,  and 
we  shall  be  safe  enaugk«  I  have  beeh  in 
8ome  hazaräous    situations   before,    but 
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have  always  endeavoured  to  command  suf- 
ficient  resolution  not  to  display  any  Rffta- 
tion  of  mind.  Half  the  persons  who  &11 
into  unpleasant  drcumstances  are  hurried 
into  them  by  their  fears :  if  I  am  question- 
ed  now,  reoollect  that  I  am  no  longer  an 
Irbhman,  but  a  Highlander,  Donald  Ross 
by  name^.retuming  to  my  native  country 
from  England,  of  wliich  I  had  been  to 
make  experiment,  but  did  not  like ;  and 
never  fear  my  supporting  that  language 
as  well  as  you  heard  me  counterfeit  the 
Irish  brogue  j  ust  no w,  "  Plash,  sbur,"  he 
added,  imitating  the  HigMand  aooeiit, 
*'  abe's  shust  Com'd  home  back  again  to  te 
bonny  land  of  cakes  an  fuskey ;  Tonald  vas 
tkot  taught  jSngland  pretty  land  ava/  ho- 
neorieT 

All  that  William  could  do  was  to  Usr- 
ten  to  his  fiiend,  and  check  his  own  tears^ 
which  he  alone  repelled  by  his  silence. 

"  Your  name,  I  know,  is  M*Tavish, 
continued  the  stranger; — '*  what  eise? 
•'  William,^  was  feintly  replied.— •"  Come, 
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I  begof  70U  to  endeavour  to  oonverse,'*  re- 
joined  his  fiiend ; ''  I  am  aware  what  your 
present  feelings  must  be :  but  if  you  do 
not  attempt  to  resist  them  at  their  first 
Impulse,  you  will  find  it  much  more  diffi- 
cult  to  arouse  yourself  from  them  bereaf- 
ter.  My«,name  is  George  Sandiman;  I 
am  an  unconnected  being  upon  the  face 
of  the  earth,  who  delight  in  doing  good, 
and  yet  very  often,  by  the  perversity  of 
&te,  do  barm  unwillingly  and  unwitting- 
ly.  For  what  profession  have  you  been 
educated  ?  and  by  what  chance  did  -  you 
anive  in  Edinburgh  at  the  critical  mq- 
ment  I  beheld  you  there?'* 

In  a  few  feebly-articulated  sentences 
William  gave  the  outline  of  his  unehe- 
quered  life.  "  If  you  have  the  money  you 
mention  ih  your  pocket,"  retumed  George, 
'^  we  must  not  continue  Walking  upon  a 
public  road  all  night.  The  first  respect- 
able  house  we  oome  to  we  must  enter,  and 
remun  there  tili  the  moming,  and  you 
willthus  run  no  risk  of  being  robbed,  as 
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tfay^  owner  of  the  houBe  in  which  we  lodge 
will  heaficoimtßbh  for  t\ke  money  upon 
your  person«^  I.  oould  teil  you  a  curious 
sto^  of  t^e  kind,  which  onoe  bappened  to 
myself  some  years  ago;  but  ofthat  some 
other  time." 

William  urged  bis  impatience,to  see  bis 
motheri  Sandiman  represented  to  him  the 
foUy  of  bis  over  fatiguing  himself^  and 
thus  unfitting  himself  for  her  consolation 
wben  he  arri ved  on  the  spot  wbere  die 
was.  William  wa^  ovemiled,  and  they 
entered  the  imi  at  Uphail,  cme  of  the  most 
respectable  in  the  oountry ;  George  haviiig 
first  taken  £rom  a  bündle,  which  he  had 
hitherto  carried  under  his  arm,  a  handsome 
great<;oat  and  brown  wig,  for  which  he 
exchang^  his  black  bairs  and  äsdior's 
jacket;  and  baying  directed  WilHam, 
whilist  he  reoiained  in  that  dress,  to  call 
him  Mr.  Heartly,  newly  arrive4  from 
London,  they  asked  for  the  landlord,  and 
William^  little  fortun^  was  deposited  in 
bis  care  for  the  night. 
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^'  The  name  of  such  a  «am  will,  I  am 
suie,  lead  all  susploion  away  firom  me/'  $aid 
George;  ^*  far  I  have  not  been  possessed 
of  the  aixteenth  pari  of  It  at  a  time  for  tfae 
last  six  years,  I  bdieve.  I  am  blessed  wiifi 
a  handsome  independenoe,  büt  aomehow 
or  other,  like  many  of  my  aequaintance, 
I  have  always  contrived  to  find  more  oc- 
caaons  than  guineas." 

George  having  compeUed  hk  fnend  to 
take  the  appearance,  at  leaat,  of  rest  ahd 
refreshmeht,  recommehded,  in  the  mom 
ing,  that,  however  they  niight  jüdge  it 
rigbt  to  prooeed  afterwards,  they  should 
take  a  postehaise  for  the  next  stage,  as 
such  a  mode  of  travelling  would  appear 
more  in  iinison  than  any  otber  with  the 
diaracter  of  the  sum  deposited  during  the 
night  in  the  hands  of  the  landlord,  and 
they  acoordingly  set  out  from  Uphall  in 
the  roanna*  George  had  advised. 

Qn,  arriving  at  West  Craggs  it  was  still 
eariy  moming;.  George  Sandiman  per* 
oeived  that  William  was  extremely  ill»  and 
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incapable  of  fiitigue ;  and  as  bis  anxiety  to 
behold  his  mother  appeared  to  increase» 
persuaded  him,  for  another  stage  at  least, 
to  adhere  to  a  similar  conveyanoe  to  that 
wbich  tbey  bad  just  quitted. 

William  aoquiesced ;  at  least  be  did  not 
dissent,  for  be  appeared  to  be  dnking  into 
a  State  of  incapadty  for  regulating  bis  own 
proceeding8,.and  to  be  fuUy  sensible  of  tbe 
great  advantage  be  was  at  tbat  time  re- 
ceiving  from  tbe  attentions  of  a  friend. 

On  arriving  at  Airdrie,  Sandiman  pro- 
fessed  himself  averse  to  engaging  any 
more  chaises,  and  William,  in  compliance 
witb  tbe  indinations  of  bis  friend,  was  be- 
ginning  to  aver  tbat  be  considered  himself 
able  to  pursue  tbe  remainder  of  bis  joumey 
upon  foot,  wben  George,  peroeivmg  a 
Faisley  chaise  on  tbe  point  of  quitting  tbe 
inn-yärd  witbout  Company,  beckoned  to 
William  to  foUow  bim,  and  tuming  oot 
upon  tbe  road,  tbey  walked  on  tili  tbey 
were  overtaken  by  tbe  empty  carriage, 
witb  tbe  driver  of  wbich  George  made  an 
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immediate  bargain  to  set  them  down  at 
the  foot  of  the  Gallowgate  in  Glasgow ;  by 
the  adoption  of  which  plan  they  could  not 
&il  to  proceed  in  security,  as  the  method 
of  their  departure  fh>m  Airdrie  had  not 
been  observed. 

When  they  had  alighted,  George  oon- 
ducted  his  fiiend  through  some  back- 
streets,  which  led  them  to  the  Glasgow 
Green,  and  proceeding  thence  across  the 
wooden  bridge»  they  entered  the  Gorbals. 

Sandinaan  here  led  the  way  into  a  small 
public-house»  and  having  ordered  a  gill  of 
Whiskey,  and  a  bottle  of  small  beer,  the  re- 
gulär price  of  admission  into  all  inferior 
houses  of  entertainment  in  that  part  of  the 
oountry,  he  thus  addressed  William— 
^*  You  are,  I  suppose,  of  course,  acquaint- 
ed  where  the  relatives,  with  whom  you  ex- 
pect  to  find  your  mother,  reside?** 

'*  I  have  only  one  relative  in  this  place,'' 
answered  William,  "  an  aunt  of  my  lost 
— -~''  Again  the  tears  checked  his  ut- 
terance.    **  I  know  her  address ;  she  lives, 
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at  least  she  did  live,  in  a  part  called  the 
Briggate.** 

"  You  have  then  only  to  cross  one  bf 
the  stone  bridges,  not  far  from  where  we 
are  tiow  sitting,"  replied  Sandiman,  '^  and 
you  will  be  at  the  place.  And  now  mark 
me— I  will  write  you  down  a  direction 
where  you  will  find  me  again ;  but  you 
must  nbt  come  to  inquire  for  me  tili  it  is 
dusk  in  the  evening.  The  spot  I  have 
written  down  is  not  above  half  a  mile  dis- 
tant  fix>m  hence." 

William  reoeived  a  paper  containing  his 
directipn  from  the  band  6f  George,  and 
they  parted. 

About  seven  in  the  evening,  as  George 
was  sitting  in  the  comfortable  parlour  of  a 
neat  house,  situated  on  the  road  leading 
fit>m  Glasgow  to  the  village  of  PoUöck- 
shaws,  amusing  himself  with  the  gambols 
of  four  pr  five  handsome  children,  who 
were  playing  about  bis  knees,  with  all  the 
Jfamiliarity  of  old  acquaintance,  whilst 
their  mother  was  making  pr^fparations  for 
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tea,  which  had  been  some  time  delaf  ed  on 
aoeoant  of  Sandtnum  expecting  afiiend, 
he  heard  himsetf  düiquired  for  by  tbe  name 
of  HeartLy»  and  conscious  who  alone  it 
could  he  that  uttered  tbe  name»  be  raii 
out  to  i^eoeive  William,  and  to  introduce 
him  to  bis  «ntertainer. 

He  observed  tbe  coantenance  of  Wil- 
liam  dreadfiil  to  bebold  fit  ¥^as  almost  too 
p^d  to  admit  tbe  idea  of  its  being  tbe 
&oe  of  an  anim^ted  being^  bis  eyes  ap- 
peared  balf-elosed  and  senseless ;  bis  Ups 
pardied  and  distended;  but  no  fnendly 
tear  now  moistened  bis  eye,  or  relieved  bis 
heart.  He  bad  seea  bis  aunt,  and  bat 
searcely  seen  ber ;  bis  motber  bad  died  of 
a  faroken  beart,  and  bad  been  interred  on 
the  preoeding  Sunday ;  and  he  found  bis 
relative  on  tbe  point  of  bastening  from 
one  seene  of  misery  to  tbe  eontemplation 
of  anotber,  1^  setting  out  to  attend  a  sum* 
mons  wbicb  sbe  had  reoeived  to  attend  tbe 
deatbbed  <^  a  sister  in  ihe  neigbbourhood 
ofPertb. 
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*•  The  woild  is  now  a  vöid  to  me,** 
dreadiiilly  and  fidntly  pronounced  Wil- 
liam ;  "  amongst  tbe  multitude  of  my  fel- 
low-beings  who  exist  around  me^  I  now 
stand  alone  as  in  a  wildemess  !** 

George  Sandiman  dlid  not  reply  to  this 
apostrophe,  but  took  his  hands  in  his,  and 
pressed  them  with  a  eordiality  that  ex- 
ceeded  all  the  powers  of  eloquence. 

**  You  are  not  fit  for  society,  especially 
that  of  strangers,"  said  George,  after  a  few 
moments ;  "  neither  do  I  myself  wish  to 
encounter  any  accidental  visitors  to  thi$ 
house.  We  have  an  apartment  provided 
for  US  above  stairs ;  I  will  acoompany  you 
to  it»  and  remain  your  only  and  constant 
oompanion,  tili  I  see  you  able  to  emerge 
fit)tn  solitude  with  advantage  tö  yourself 
and  your  feelings/' 

William  retumed  his  Mend's  pressure 
of  affection»  and  suffered  himself  to  be  led 
by  him  to  a  Chamber  where  beds  were  pre- 
pared  for  their  »coommodation/  and  a 
cheerful  fire  was  blazing  on  the  hearth. 

With 
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With  more  than  brotherly  solidtude 
did  George  devote  himself  to  the  oomfort 
and oonsolation  ofpoor  William;  andas 
something  like  resignation,  and  a  quie- 
tude  from  passion,  began  to  steal  over  the 
features  of  the  unfortunate  young  man, 
bis  aident  gratitude  for  the  disinterested 
conduct  of  Sandiman  daily  and  hourly  in- 
creased;  whilst  Sandiman  discovered  in 
bis  new  fiiend  virtues  and  qualities  which 
would  have  ensured  him  his  partiality ,  had 
their  acquaintance  begun  under  cireum- 
stances  even  less  binding  than  those  which 
had  first  introduced  them  to  a  knowledge 
ofeach  other. 

For  a  time  George  spoke  to  his  fnend 
on  such  subjects  only  as  interested  his 
fbelings,  and  but  sparingly  on  those ;  after 
awhile  he  end^avoured  to  perform  to- 
wards  him  the-  tnote  beneficial  Service  of 
withdrawing  hh  mind  in  some  measure 
from  the  gloomy  subjects  on  which  it 
was  too  decidedly  fixed ;  and  at  such  pe- 
riods  he  would  frequently  make  the^topic 
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of  his  ocmversation  the  incideiits  of  his 
own  life,  which  were  ndther  tmiaterest* 
ing  nor  unentertaining ;  for  Grcoige  in» 
deed  had  not  been  a  man  who  had 
moved  along  the  paths  of  life  aeoording  to 
the  monotonous  rules  which  gov^m  tbe 
oonduct  of  its  commönplace  inhabitants. 

"  I  have  oflen  remarked  to  you,'*  con- 
tinued  Sandiman,  "  that  I  am  so  extraor- 
dinary  a  character,  that  perhaps  no  title 
can  so  well  define  me  as  the  existing  spiiit 
of  contradiction  upön  earth.  I  can  be 
erery  thing,  or  any  thing,  in  five  minutes, 
according  to  the  impulse  of  my  feelings ; 
every  thing,**-  he  with  emphasis  repeated, 
*'  except  intentionally  criminal ;  in  that 
paiticular  I  can  lay  my  band-  upon  my 
heart,  with  a  safe  consdence,  and  deckuie 
that  I  ^ever  erred.  I  have  been  deemed 
unfeeling,  because  in  cases  of  distress,  for 
the  obgects  of  which  I  am  persuaded  my 
heart  feit  more  than  those  who  shed  un- 
ceasing  tears,  I  have  not  been  able  to  re^ 
strain  my  tongue  from  an  unconquerable 
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propensity  which  I  possess  of  endeavour- 
ing  to  raise  a  smile  by  any  means  upon  the 
oount^iance  of  grief.  It  is  a  foolish  and  a 
Mse  idea  that  joy  and  grief  are  inadmis- 
^le,  at  the  same  moment,  into.the  heart; 
and  from  tfae  same  reasoning  which  makes 
me  doubt  whether  those  persons  who  are 
loud  in  the  exdamations  of  their  grief, 
really  feel  any  degree  of  sorrow,  ox  whe- 
ther those  who  are  incessant  in  the  expres- 
sions  of  their  sympathy,  experience  any 
concern  for  the  misfortunes  of  others ;  so  I 
judge  the  real  marks  of  true  sensibüity 
are  to  be  found  in  the  coneiliating  or  bene- 
volent  action  which  does  not  obtrude  it- 
self  upon  the  receiva*  as  a  claimant  for  the 
acknowiedgment  of  gratitude. 

"  It  is  my  nature,  when  grief  assails  my- 
self,  to  flght  it  with  its  own  weapons ;  and 
in  the  case  of  many  disasters,  to  which  I 
have  been  exposed  in  life,  the  ludicrous 
conduct  which  I  have  at  times  adopted  to 
counteract  misibrtune,  has  supported  me 
witii  the  spirit  and  hilarity  to  overcome 
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many  difficulties.     A  oonsiderable  num- 
ber  of  the  adventures  with  which  my  Ufe 
has  been  marked  would,  by  a  disposifion 
aoquainted  only  how  to  be  happy  in  pro- 
sperous  circumstanoes,  and  miserable  under 
the  reverse,    be  deemed  equally  untrue 
and  impossible;  but  they  are  not  only  na- 
tural to  a  mind  whidi  is  determined  to 
suppört  itaelf  above  despondency  upon 
the  buoyant  wings  of  hope,  but  produoe 
such  a  relief  to  the  feelings,  as  often  not 
only  carries  us  lightly  through  the  hour  of 
misfortune,  but  even  makes  the  recollec- 
tion  of  past  enduranoes  a  future  source  of 
niirth  and  ^oyment.    Nor  have  my  fisel- 
ings  been  confined  to  myself  alone;  my 
fellow-beings  have  always  met  my  «com, 
or  shared  the  warm  feelings  <^  my  beart, 
aoeording  as  I  have  eonsidered  them  de* 
serving.     I  have  hated  a  man  past  all  for- 
giveness  for  having  witnessed  bis  unpro- 
voked  cruelty  to  a  dog  that  was  devoted 
to  bis  preservaiion ;  and  yet  I  have  ridden 
a  race-horse,  a  pampered  animal  of  my 
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own,  nearly  to  death,  without  remorse.  I 
have  almost  broken  the  heart  of  a  woman 
whom  I  really  loved  by  acts  of  inconsider- 
ate  unkindness,  and  yet  have  challenged 
a  man  for  having  offended  the  delicacy  of 
a  woman  to  whom  I  was  an  utter  stran- 
ger!" 

•*  An  unaccountable  contradiction  of 
character,  indeed,"  said  William. 

^  Unaccom^table  in  every  point  of  view 
but  one/'  retumed  Sandiman ;  ^^  in  a  case 
where  a  man  is  himself  an  aetor,  he  is  hur- 
ried  on  by  the  Impulse  of  his  feelings,  and 
is  at  the  time  searcely  conscious  of  his  ac- 
tions,  much  less  able  to  weigh  their  pro-. 
priety ;  in  the  case  of  another,  he  has  c^ 
portunity  to  reflect,  and  tq  appreciate  the 
oonduct  which  he  is  observing. 

"  But  a  Short  sketch  of  my  history 
will  best  elucidate  to  you  my  character 
and  ideas,  and  I  will  dedicate  this  even- 
^S  to  ^^ing  you  a  redtal  of  my  past 
fife. 

CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


*•  At  the  time  of  my  birth/'  Sändiman 
prooeeded  by  saying,  "  my  father  inhabit- 
ed  a  handsome  house  in  the  neighbour- 
hood  of  Jedburgh.  It  was  surrounded  on 
every  side  by  a  delightful  country,  richly 
interspersed  with  streams  of  the  most  far 
vourable  nature  for  angling  the  trout— an 
amusement  to  which  he  was  particulaily 
attached,  and  in  which,  fh>m  the  Joint 
foroe  of  inclination  and  imitation,  I,  at  a 
Tery  early  age,  became  bis  constant  oom- 
panion. 

"  My  mother  having  died  whilst  I  was 
.  in  my  infancy,  my  soeiety  was  peculiarly 
prized  by  my  father.  With  bis  fiimily» 
who  were  natives- of  BanjSshire,  he  had 
long  since  disagreed — a  division,  which,  as 
he  had  no  near  relatives  in  existence,  gave 
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Um  fitüe  anxiety,  and  I  >6eldom  heard 
them  ^ken  of  by  him  at  all.  His  for- 
tune  was .  handsome,  though  not  exten- 
Äve;  and  having  himaelf  received  a  good 
education»  he  waa  determined  upon  like- 
wise  ocmferring  tfais  ad  van  tage  on  me. 

**  The  first  rudiments  of  my  education, 
which  was  by  no  means  the  least  difficült 
part'Of'tbe  task-attendant  on  my  advance- 
ment'in  knowledge,  my  &ther  himself  un- 
dertook ;  and  I  have  often  heard  him  say, 
thatit<was  a  Jlerculean  labour  for  him,  to 
eonect  •  me  4$f  4he  vicious  pronunciation 
which  I  had  acquired  in  thenursery,  and  to 
induce  me  to  renounoe  the  use  of  Geddart 
"--^he  tae  aide  and  Sie  tither — the  stans  ö' 

• 

tbe  straty  and  innümerable  other  vulgarisms 
with  which  the  sound  of  a  county  tongiie 
naturally  infects  the  ear  of  childhpod ;  ibr 
my &ther  havin^  ei\^oyed theopportunity 
of  mixing  in  an  enlightened  cirele  froni 
his  youth,  considered  it  one  of  the  most 
indispensaUe  requisites  of  the  gentleman 
to  be,  as  he  expressed  it,  a  linguist  of  the 
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^trorl^  and  i<egarded  'it  ütfexly  kicaiQjMi* 
ihle  with  the  oharacker  to  praxpe  the*  teil« 
tale  of  bis  couDtry  by  his  diaieet. 

*'  Various  mästen  ne^t  attehded  me  afc 
my  fatiier's  house ;  Ükin  was  followed  by 
my  residing  fbr  two  3rears  in  tfae  finnily  of 
a  gentleman  of  estatdished  abilities  in  the 
neighbouthood ;  and  thence  my  fitther, 
vitbout  having  .decided  that  I  sbould  be 
of  any  profession»  only  judging  tbat  no 
^ducatimi  oould  be  oomplete  towhich  a 
College  had  not  given  tbe  finishingtouefaies» 
,  vesolVed  to  send  ine  to  that  <^  St«  An« 
d^wsk 

*'  In  tfais  seat  of  leacmng  I  aoeordkigly 
took  up  my  abode,  abcHit  the  periöd  of  my 
entering  my  eigbte^ith  year*  My  in- 
structora  did  npt  contemn  my  xübilities, 
nor  complain  of  any  «BsinelinaiiäQn/iiriiidii 
I  display ed  for  fttudy  ;  bilt  they  perodved 
that  i  prefenved  l&e  study  of  me»  and 
manners  to  that  of  boc^  and  problems. 
Hei^  I  sxmfkmoä^  vnlüt  tiie  «xoeption  of 
tiae  secesseBf  £»*  ^boat  two  years^  attend- 


lüg  wtth  tolemUe  assidliiity  to  the  iQrtruc- 
tions  of  my  raastersi  but  still  punruing  re^ 
searches  of  my  owxi,  wfaidt  gave  me  an 
inaigkt  into  many  dootrines  and  ideas  not 
promulgated  witbin  the  walla  of  a  oollege^ 

-'  About  tiiia  time  oecurred  the  most 
material  adventure  of  which  my  shont  ex* 
istenoe  had  yet  been  the  hera  Yoa  will 
fecollect  my  mentioniiig  to  yon  in  the  inn 
at  Uphall»  on  the  dtst  night  we  travelled 
togethw,.tliat  an  instance  had^onoe  oocuN 
red  to  nie,  which  had  convinced  me  of  a 
landlord  being  cesponsible  foiv^  aqy  pro«* 
petty  tKat  can  be  proved  to.  have;  been 
Inioiight  injbo  bis  house ;  and^  it  was  at  thia 
time  Üiat  I  met  with  ih^  dsctuystanoe. 

'^  My  iaiixex  had  himsdf  oonducted  me 
to  Ediübuiigh  from  a  visit  I  had  been 
payiQg  him  at  Jedburgh^  and  after  an 
evening  pasaed  at  the  theati%v^  we  dhied 
together  on«  tihe  following  day,  at  a  tavmi 
neair  äie  head  of  Ldth  Wal^,  fipm  whence 
my  father  p^^mmenced  hi»  joume^  home^ 
and  it  waa  agreed  that;  I  w«s  to  prac^ed  to 
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Leith,  and  cross  the  water  on  my  way  to 
St  Andrews,  in  tlie  first  Eanghom  boat 
whieh  I  found  xeady  to  saä. 

^'  I  ha^e  abeady  hkited  that  I  was  &Xid 
of  «eeing  all  the  world  oould  shew  me;  I 
faad  also  a  spirit  for  adventure,  and  a  de- 
sire  to  try  how  far  I  could  conduct  mywlf 
to  my  own  advantage,  under  auy  dreum* 
stanoes  into  which  I  might  be  thrown*  I 
accordingly  reflected  that  I  might  find 
consideraUe  entertakiment  in  passing  a 
night  ia  Edinhur^,  unskackled  by  my  &^ 
ther's  pcesence^  which  I  had  nexrer  yet 
done ;  and  instead  of  proeeeding  to  Leith» 
I  .strutted  about  Frince's-street,  and  in  the 
4^vening  again  repäired  to  the  theatre. 

^  I  «hall  heve  briefly  «tate^  that  I  was 
not  at  that  tiine  so  -aUe  to  cope  with  tbe 
chicaneries  of  the  woiid  as  I  a«  now^  and 
that  if  I  gained  any  experienee  1^  iny 
night's  adventure,  I  päid  for  it  I  recol« 
ket  passing  a  jovial  e¥ening  aiter  the  play 
With  some  jchoice  «pirits,  and  afier  that  I 
nemeaiher  no  mme  tili  I  jawoke^  and  fQt%ud 
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inyself  m  bed  in  an  apartment  witb  whieh 
I  was'  unacquJainted,  and  by  the  powerful 
light  which  entered  the  lynidow»,  I  iina- 
gined  the  day  to  be  far  advanced.  I  rang 
the  bell,  and  inquired  where  I  wa»?  I 
was  repUed  to,  that  I  was  in  an  Hotel 
near  the  North  Bridge,  to  which  I  had 
been  led  in  the  middle  of  the  night  by  a 
Strange  gentleman,  who  had  desired  me 
to  be  put  to.  bed  there ;  and  to  my  ques- 
tion  of  what  was  o*cIock  ?  I  was  answered 
that  it  was  about  midday. 

"  Half  angry  at  my  want  of  vecofiection» 
and  half  displeased  at  my  adventure  älto^ 
gether,  I  arose,  ordered  breakfast,  and  re- 
solved  tö  proceed  to  Leith,  and  procure  a 
passage  to  Kinghom  as  fast  as  I  was  able. 

*•  Having  concluded  my  meal,  I  order- 
ed my  bill.  When  I  had  parted  from  my 
father  on  the  preceding  aflemoon,  my 
wealth  had  eonsisted  of  four  ten-pound 
notes,  endosed  in  a  morocca  ease  in  my 
side-pocket,  and  abont  two  pounds  in 
olver  in  my  waistcoat.    It  would  be  con* 
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venient,  I  considered,  to  get  bne  of  my 
ten-pomid  notes  cäianged  l)efare  I  left 
Edinbui^h.  I  feit  for  my  morocoo  case^ 
in  Order  to  present  one  6f  them  to  the 
waiter  in  payment  for  iny  b'eakfast  on  his 
retum — »it  was  gone.  I  do  not  prefiioe  my 
loss  with--*guess  my  astonishment,  or  coi>- 
cseive  my  smrprise — ^it  was  gone,  änd  that 
was  töough,  and  indeed  too  mach  for  me. 
My  loose  silver  was  säfe ;  I  pdid  my  bitt 
out  of  it,  and  piiE)ceeded  to  Leitb,  believ- 
ing  that  when  I  was  once  on  the  ötber 
side  of  the  wateh  I  could  manage  to  ^^Ik 
on  what  I  had  left  to  St.  Andrews,  and 
when  there,  must  Invent  some  e^case  to 
make  »  draugfat  upon  my  fatheir^tjbrse. 

"  On  arrivmg  at  Leith,  I  Foilnd.  that 
the  boats  ihat  had  intended  crossang  wiere 
gone»  and  that  the  tide  would  serve  no 
tnore  that  day.  What  could  I  do  bat 
Mter  a  tavem,  and  await  the  i&Uowing 
öwe  ?  When  that  day  arose,  the  weather 
pA)Ved  so  stoniiy,  that  not  a  vessel  would 
v^tur^  to  ^oss.    Another,  egnälly  un« 
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favourafale  to  nty  expectfttiona  suceeeded ; 
and  my  faill  at  the  tavenv  wfaich  now^ 
amounted  to  a  sum  that  it  was  impossible 
formeto  sotve,  was  pfese»ted  to  me  after 
sopper  on  the  second  night,  with  some- 
thing  like  ah  intie»do  that  I  should  find 
it  difficült  to  procure  a  breakfast  en  the 
foUowing  mcrniing'  witbout  the  payitient 
of  myoid  scoro. 

/^  In  this  awkwatd  predix^nfient,  I,  fot 
the  first  tiine  in  my  life,  ktiew  the  irAvte 
of  money,  and  as  neeessity  is  truly  the 
meth^  ofinveiition»  a  wild  expedient  for 
my  relief,;  whidi  t  as  wildly  adopited,  cfn^ 
tefcd  opoy  headv  ^On  going  to  bed  t  eomi. 
pkiised  c£  ükiess^.  «iid  dasiised  the  chanQ> 
berinaiä  to  liglit  a  fite  in  my  rooiii, /  and 
bring  nie  a  haso«^  ^grueL  These  requests 
were  complied  with,  and  when  I  believed 
all  the  fiuxnly  to  be  retired  for  the  night,  I 
arose,  bumt  lAy  breeches,  and  ägsdn  ^iter* 
ed  my  bed. 

''  In  the  momfaig,  when  I  was  meditat- 
ing  how  to  give  <^e  alarm  öf  my  loss,  the^ 
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chambermaid  unexpectedly  rapped  at  my 
door,  and  informed  me  that  it  was  a  fine 
day,  and  a  fair  wind,  and  that  there  was 
a  Kinghom  boat  just  going  to  sail.  In  a 
few  seconds  I  jumped  out  of  bed,  and 
ringing  the  bell  with  violence^  mkde  a 
loud  inquiiy  in  the  passage  who  had  been 
into  my  room  ?  and  wl^t  was  become  of 
my  inexpressibles  ?  Several  travellers  from 
othef  Chambers  instantly  flocked  round 
me,  whom  my  vociferations  had  aroused, 
and  understanding  that  an  artide  of  my 
dress,  containing  forty  pounds,  had  been 
Stolen  from  me  during  the  night,  inform- 
ed me  that  I  need  be  under  no  apprehen- 
sion,  for  that  the  landlord  was  oompelled 
to  make  my  loss  good,  if  I  could  prove 
myself  to  have  brought  the  property  into 
his  house. 

^^  The  landlord  at  this  moment  appear- 
ed,  and.  profiting  by  the  hint  wbich  I  had 
received,  I  told  hira  that  my  father  was 
Mr.  Sandiman,  of  Briar-B^nk  House^^uear 
Jedburgh-— that  I  was  a  n^mber  of  St. 
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Andrew's  College»  in  my  progress  towards 
wfaich  place  I  had  been  detained  at  bis 
•house  by  un&vourable  weather — tbat  at 
parting  witb  my  father  in  Edinburgh,  he 
had  given.  me  four  ten-pound  notes»  which 
had  been  deposlted  in  a  small  note-case 
in  a  pocket  of  my  smallclothes,  ^h€»i  I 
hadj^  on  the  preceding  evening,  retired  to 
test,  and  that  neither  the  article  of  dress» 
nor  the  money  contained  in  it,  were  now 
to  be  found« 

^^  Whilst  the  landlord  remained  in^doubt 
how  to  act,  the  skipper  of  the  Kinghorn 
vessel  entering  the  house  to  inquire  for 
the  passengef  whonir  he  had  been  taught  to 
expect  &am  it,  and  with  whom  I  had  ire^ 
quently  made  the  same  passage,  recognizr 
ed  my  person,  and  spoke  in  the  higheat 
terms  of  the  respectable  appearance  of  my 
father,  who  had  oceasionally  accompanied 
meacross  the  water.  The  landlord  was 
overpowered ;  he  provided  me  with  a.new 
pair  of  inexpressibles^  put  forty  pounds 
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into  my  imnd,  mtA  1  teft  hixli^  devlsing 
^netfaods  to  disGOVor  the  äiief. 
'  **  But-do  TiOt  ixmdemn  me  ^iHiesfi^d,  an 
Most  of  «he  woiid  ^stre  apt  to  dd  th^irao- 
^aintflöiee.    Unough  I  wa»  a  tempofa^ 
Imave  ttom  iiecessity,  I  wasitidtarogiie 
in  graif),  fer  in  the  cotiil^  of  ä  veiy  ^ott 
tkne  I  üSaitaged  toeoHectthe  »u«i<^f<^4y 
peimdis,  wcnt  to  Leith»  ^xpkkied  io  t!ie 
good-fietofted  landlord  the  .  im^posMon  I 
had  practised  upon  him,  paid  him  his 
money,  expended  twenty  poimds  on  a 
dffiner  in  his  house^  and  left  him  ivith  a 
keai^ty  pay»,  that  it  migM  one  day  be 
in  my  pow»  to  render  Mm  ä  toore  eas^n^- 
tiafl  reqmtal  Ibr  the  imi^naty  loss  "wlüeh , 
I  had  on^e  foeen  Ü\^  cause  ^f  bis  aüfifi^^g« 
«•  the  jicxt  CM&alty  that  befel  ine  was 
in  the  ishape  of  a  snare  gpreäd  ^t  tne  by 
tte^odCnpid,  with  whose  blind  soVereign- 
ty  I  had  as  3ret'  searcdy  sdraped  äc^aint* 
ahee.    A  Company  of  tcKimedians  )md  ob- 
i&itieA  petmtsslon .  to  perform  in  the  dtyt 
äf 'Bt  Andrews^  and  atnongst  them  was 
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a  gid  just  as  fimcmating  as  eyery  maff 
imagiiies  thefeihale  who  beM  pleaaes  bis 
eye;  biit  in  justice  to  iier  charms,  I  cati- 
not  fm*bear  «aying,  that  when  fiiirly  rated, 
sfae  vns  mach  more  beautifai  than  the 
mafQvity  af  lier  sex.  Her  name  was  Bea<- 
trice  Lewison,  the  daughter  t>f  the  ma«- 
ns^er.;  's3ie  was  extreniely  sprightly,  play«- 
ed  all  the  iircfty  oonfiedy,  and  in  the  quick 
tums  of  ^piüsi»<in,  whicb  she  ably  exhibited, 
the  n^s  of  her  j^iereing  eye  fbnnd  a  centre 
in  evi»ry  siensible  heart  Mine  very  short« 
lybeoame  scorahed  to  the  quiek«  First 
love  is  the  most  keen  in  fts  attacks  upon 
the  feelings,  and  the  most  düScult  to  re- 
place  whan  it  meets  a  disappointment.? 

Wilfiam  here  heaved  a  sigh  to  the  me- 
mory  of  his  dear  Jannet  Sinith. 

George  mistook  the  cause  of  his  enuu 
tion,  and  said-~*'  I  shali  weary  you  with 
my  xximnients^  and  will  therefore  in  fu- 
tuve  confine  myself  to  ptain  matter  of  faet. 
I  sooh  perceived  that  Bea^ce  was  aware 
of  tke  sentiments  with  which  I  regarded 
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her,  and  was  not  displeased  at  my  partiality. 
leasilyfound  means  of  gaining  hecacquain« 
tance,  and  having  onoe  done^so,  enjoyed 
many  ddiglitful  Interviews  with  her,  of 
which  her  pärents  appeared  rather  cutetess 
than  Ignorant  Out  intimacy  had  at  la%th 
proceeded  so  far,  tfaat  I  feit  myself  both 
awkwardly  and  painfuUy  situated  with  re- 
gacd  to  her.  I  was  unoonsdous  how  nay 
father  would  approv^  an  aotress  iot  his 
daughter,  and  I  feit  tfaafc  I  could  soon^r 
have  sacrifioed  my  life  than  faave  inade  her 
a  proposal  of  a  dishonourable  nature,  had 
not  her  conduct  and  her  conversation  long 
sinee  cönvihced  me  that  she  would  have 
spumed  an  ofifer  of  so  degtading  a  nature. 
.  "  I  foünd  it  impossible  to  exist  out  of 
her  presence,  and  wheu  the  Company  lefl 
St.  Andrews,  and  proceeded  to  the  town 
-of  Cupar,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  I 
went  thither  myself,  md  not  having  pa* 
ttence  to  await  her  appearance  on  the 
boards  in  the  evening,  I  called  in  tfa^^a& 
temoon  at  her  father's  lodgings»    Sealriee 
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was  fitnn  home ;  h»  father,  mather^  ftnd 
an  dd  man,  a  perfoniaeF  in  tb^  compaiiyv 
were  'seated  in  the  parlour,  .where  I  was 
urged  to  take  a  seat  also.—^'  Axid  what 
hsa  brougbt  you  to  Cupar,  är?*  inquired 
Mrs.  Lewison. — ^  Gallantiy,  ma'amt  I  be« 
lieve,'  I  replied,  *  to  see  my  little  wife 
Beatrice,  as  some.  of  the  people  of  St  An- 
drews  used  to  call  your  daughter.' — ^  But 
you  never  ealled  her  so^y<Äirself,  did  you, 
sir?'  asked  Mn  Liewiion. — *  Oh  yes,  tbat 
I  have,  a  hundred  times,  I  dare  say,'  I  an-* 
sw^red. — *  I  have  several  times  heard  you . 
do  so/  remarked  the  old  man,  '  and  so 
has  Mr.  Cooper  of  our  Company  also, 
when  you  used  to  come  änd  take  a  glass 
of  neguS'  in  the  public  room  at  the  Red 
Lion,after  the  Performance  m  an  evening/ 
— *  It  is  very  Hkely,*  I  returned,  half  uh- 
oonscious  wimt  I  said.  The  conversation 
was  dianged  to  another  subject.  Beatrtee 
eame  home;  we  drank  tea  together,  and 
passed  a  very  pleasant  evening  at  the 
theatre. 


**  On  tfae  foUowing  maadng,  wh^  I 
was  prepanng  to  i|iiit  the  place,  het  &> 
ther  was  annoanoed/aiid  entered  the  room 
at  the  inn  wheiie  I  was  sitting.  Aft»  be 
had,  at  m}'^  invitation,  taken  a  seat,  and 
the  customary  4saliitatk)Tr»  of  tfae  day  faad 
passed  between  u$,  Lfewison,  who  was  an 
Irishman,  beuring  the  marl^  of  at  leart 
sixty  years  of  crafty  exp^enoe  ki  bis 
ooontenanoe^  said--*'  I  am  come  to  oonsult 
yoiij  Mr.  Sandiman,  whether  it  is  not  ad« 
yisable  to  witbdrawiny  däogbterfiiom  her 
pr^ewt  pro^fesfiaön/  I  begged  htm  to  ex« 
piain  hfö  meaning. — *  Why,  sir/  he  re^ 
jomed,  ^  as  I  tinderstand  your  family  to 
be  of  Ute  first  Yespectabülty,  do  yoa  think 
that  they  might  cconsider  dt  beeoming/for 
hertoremom  upon  tfae  stageasyoür  wife?' 
•*^*  My  wife,  «ir  ?'  I  echoed.— *  Undoubt- 
edly,  sir/  he  re|)lied;  *  you  have  pro-* 
e^iitied  her  sobefoK  substamtM  witnesses, 
dnd  you  eannot  but  Ibe  aware  that  by  the 
kwsofthis  coontly,  she  will,  from  that 
period^  be  thus  estiiDated/ 

"Afew' 


**  A  few  more  sei^noes  ^easAy  opened 
my  ejres  to  ^hat  I  had  before  been  but 
ind&rtoictly  acquainted  -with,  ahd  I  per» 
ceived  tbtft  the  o)d  fellow  wm  resolved  to 
a^l  bimself  of  the  preoedent  that  ^xistied 
for  ^auang  me  to  be  regarded  as  the  hus* 
band  öf  bis  daughter.    I  loved-^I  adored 
jBdKtrice :  I  believed  it  hnpossible  for  me 
ev^tofeelwal  n&ectxon  £>r  another  woman; 
Iwlshed  to  caQ  her  mme;  I  dedred  to 
msaty  her ;  I  wouM  have  made  any  earth^ 
ly  <!0m{>act  to  häTe  possessed  her;  but  at 
that  moment  arose  in  Hiy  beart,  and  dann* 
ed  domiifk^  over  all  my  other  feelings, 
anotlfet  wdetoiibable  pc^ulkrity  of  my 
naftfi^    1 4itfduid  not  hai/^e  4s(umred  myself 
toliave  been  eompeH^  &ito  tiiie  peiferni* 
ance  df  «ny  action,  althougb  I  had  been 
cönimwed  that  $ts  rejeötiöft  trould  have 
beeti  pfioduethre  of  my  annihitetidn :  and 
quitting  her  father  with  anger,  and  ivkh 
in^Bguätion,  4  4<etimied  bade  to  St  An- 
drews, as  qnidkly  as  my  korse  eotild  beax^ 
meilnther. 
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"  On  arriving  th««,  I  shut  myself  up 
in  tny  cbamber,  and  gave  ivay  io  melaR-- 
choly  and  reBection,  from  which  dream  I 
was  awakened,  not  to  a  relief  of  my  feeU 
ings,  but  to  a  change  of  my  ideas^  by  re- 
ceiving  an  account  of  the  sudden  death  of 
my  father. 

"  This  was  a  period  of  my  life  which  I 
must  hurry  over:  I  cannot  dwell  with 
composure  ön  the  recollection  of  my  eter- 
nal  Separation  from  a  friend,  a  father,  a 
protector,  and  an  instructor,  united  in  the 
same  worthy  being.  My  father  had  been 
well  acquainted  that  my  disposition  was 
the  reverse  of  eeonomical,  and  dreading 
that  unforeseen  accidents  or  extravagance 
might  reduce  me  to  want»  he  had  caused 
his  property  to  be  sunk  at  bis  death ;  and 
I  came  into  possession  of  an  annuity  of 
eight  hundred  a-year,  and  a  legacy  of  pne 
thousand  pomids. 

*^  The  season  was  the  rising  of  summer, 
and  I  resolved  to  retum  no  more  to  St« 
Andrews,  but  to  traveL    To  this  end  I 
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went  to  Edinburgh^  purchased  a  hancT«^ 
some  hoTse  and  gig,  hired  a  servant»  and 
set  out  on  a  tour  to  the  lakes  of  Cumber* 
laiid  and  Westmoreland,  wfaich  I  had 
often  wished  to  Visit.  The  &ce  of  nature 
is  in  tbose  regions  sublime  and  beautiful 
in  the  extreme ;  and  I,  for  a  time,  wan* 
dered  with  d^light  amidst  their  romantic 
diversities ;  bat  mine  is  oot  a  mind  which 
can  dwell  long  with  satisfaction  on  inani« 
mate  objects,  and  I  retumed  homet  antici« 
pating  the  pleasures  of  the  Musselburgh 
races. 

^^Feeling  a  wish  to  mtroduee  myself 
into  sodety,  and  to  be  knöwn,  I  started  a 
horse  myself;  and  with  this  distinction; 
theexertions  of  a  good  tailor,  and  chaU 
lenging  an  ofiicer  at  the  assenibly  rooms 
in  St  George's-street,  iri  consequence  of 
some  trifiing  dispute  which  had  Qccurred 
between  us,  the  six  days  of  the  race-week 
gave  me  no  mean  celebrity  for  the  sphere 
of  life  in  which  I  was  moving. 

*'  My  jaunt  to  the  south,  and  my  dd« 
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ventnres  in  the  raoe-weök,  liad  neaify 
meltodiny  thousandpounds;  but  my  an- 
nukty  was  ample  atid  certain,  aad  upon 
tbis  I,  in  every  respect»  maintained  the 
style  and  appearance  o£  a  gontleman;  The 
Winter  paased  off  pleasantly ;  for  in  Edin*- 
burgh«  a$  in  all  other  bürge  dties,  tbere  is^ 
no  dearth  of  public  amQseineiit&,  cxmcerts^ 
balls,  and  plays,  whicb  last  are»  of  all  othersy 
the  tnost  exp^isive ;  fi>r  plays^  as  Roxa- 
lana  says  of  the  sultan's  supper  in  the 
farce»  are  attended  by  so  xnaay  etceteras^ 
that  the  price  of  admission  to  the  theatre 
is  scarcely  a  feaiher  io  the  scale.  -At  the 
commencement  of  the  sprmg,  I  bc^aii  to 
Und  that  I  had  thrice  Iflie  demands  upon 
my  pürse  that  I  possessed  Üie  means  of 
solving.  .  Being  known  to  bave  a  band- 
some  income,  I  had  gradually  gained  cre* 
dit;  and  of  all  the  priyileges  that  I  was 
ever  indulged  with  by  my  fellow-beings» 
(and  scanty  ^ough  Üiey  have  been»  Hea« 
veu  knows !)  that  of  being  permitted  to  run 
into  debt^  was  Uie  worst.    Uradesinen  ^ill 
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fru^  a  man,  because  if  there  is  a  ctenoe 
of  payment  at  all,  they  will  do  atiy  thing 
soonar  thon  Ipse  his  custom ;  when  lie 
purchas6s  upon  tidk»  he  is  sure  to  buy 
möre  than  fae  wants;  and  as  soon  as  bis 
name  is  once  in  their  books,  there  is  no 
end  öf  their  importunities  for  money. 
Sotne  of  Iny  creditors  only  grumbled^  but 
some  tfareatened,  and  that  BO'fiercely,  thmt 
in  öFd^  to  avoid  a  visit  to  the  imi%  air  of 
the  GaSton»  or  a  view  heyand  tlie  graw 
frotn  f he  i^n^l^red  v^ndoWs  of  theCa^ 
nongate,  I,  by  the  advioe  of «  ftda^  in  the 
latr,  ritnoved  tny  lodgingsrfrom  fVede« 
ridc-dti^t  to  the  Abbey  of  Ho)yitK)d« 
hdüse,'* 

^*  I'know  th^t  sfructt»«  to  ha^e  beet) 
the  residence  of  our  ancieitt  kings/*  re* 
tnafked  Wittifim  \  ^'  btrt  of  wfaat  benefit 

could  it  be  to  you  to  take  up  your  abode 
tterer-  '    . 

"^  You  %  Scotchmäti»  and  ask  that  que»». 
tiöiT  r  said  fieorge. 
'•^— ^^-\^repKedWiüiain,  «that  I 
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left  nfty  native  country  at  fifteen^and  that 
prior  to  my  so  doing,  my  time  had  been 
prindpally  passed  at  achool,  where  usage» 
of  thia  nature  were  not  discussed." 

/*  There  is,"  retumed  Sandiman,.  'Va 
grant  connected  with  tliat  abbey,  which 
empowers  any  debtor  who  diooses  to  re^ 
gister  himself  in  the  books^  of  the  sanc^ 
tüartfi  as  it  is  called,  by  payiRg  the  iee  of 
a  gttinea  to  the  bailie,  and  half-arcrown  to 
hi&  Clerk,  to  live  unmolested  by  his  credi- 
tors  within  the  limits  restricted  by  the 
'law^  which  extend  over  a  considerable 
ränge  of  country,  to  which  he  has  at  all 
times  liberty ;  and  on  a  Sunday,  he  is  per* 
mitted  to  visit  any  part  of  the  dty  he 
pleases,  so  he  is  retumed  to  the  sanotuary 
be^fore  twelve  o'doek  at  night." 

^^It  is  an  kidulgence  that  muAt  be  liable 
to  many  abusesy '  said  William. 

"  What  public  indulgence  is  not?'*  rer 
joined  George ;  "  and  the  Abbey  of  Holy- 
rood  House,  like  the  inside  of  every 
£bürch,  h^s  doubtless  entaiained  both  the 
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lij^t^us  and  unjust.  On  my  first  be* 
Coming  an  dbbey4airdy  the  title  by  wbich 
such  of  its  inhabitants  as  I  was  one^of  are 
distingukhed,  I  faad  resolved  to  Hve  eco« 
nomically^  and  pay  my  debts ;  and  bad 
even  determined  to  make  the  experiment 
ef  writing  a  novel,  jSrom  whicfai  pursuit  I 
hoped  to  derive  the  double'  benefit  of  fiH« 
ing  ap  my  vacant  time,  and  adding  a  littie 
to  the  weight  of  my  purse. 

*\  I  oontinued  to  be  so  industrious  for 
nearly  six  weeks,  that  my  first  volume 
was  written,  and  sent  by  ^  friend  to  a 
publisfa»  for  bis  opimon.  Foor  unfprtu* 
Bäte  volume*]  it  went  out  again  and  again» 
but  brought  back  no  olive-leaf.  One 
bookseUer  said — *  That  gki  It  had  been  a 
fuweüe,  he  might  hae  luiked  at  it;  but 
that  romants  were  no  muckle  to  the  taste 
tf  the  day:  Another— *  That  it  badny 
the  spirit  o*  the  Tales  o'  my  Lmidlord/— 
A  third— *  That  it  was  o'er  sma.' — ^A 
fourth — ^  That  if  it  had  but  a  preface  writ* 
ten  by  ony  learned  man^  ar  gin  it  hadxbut 
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LaatmrMtib^e$  a|  the  ben^  o^  t]be  <}IiapterSi 
iie  might  hs^e  entertained  Mipe  hopes  o* 
it'<~In  Short,  tl^y  all  sud  something  but 
the  sometJ^g  I  wapted  tp  heiir:;  so  in 
disgust,  I  thre\|(r  aside  my  ban^lii^  and 
made  no  farther  attempts  to  expose  it  to 
the  chill  of  a  northem  birfch.  We  ulH  hope 
to  suiseoed  in  what  we  tüidartake,  but  I 
9ii^t>  iitHn  th^  ßatsi^  bave  divined  my 
views  to  be  uo&ittflring.  I  had.  always 
tK>nsidece&  the  Sootdbto.be  mfierior  in  the 
^enios  o£  noveWriting;  either  to  the 
Freschk  ^  G^mm»  the  Itafiao»  or  tiie 
En^h»  They  bave  i^ot «.  ardesl  a  taste 
fer  W9i!^$  0^  fietion  w  aray  c€  ^bo»  na? 
um»,  aiid  C(m8equently  4o  not  ^ü^.  suffb 
.  ei€9}t  oc^^d^isatipn  4^  l:he/«ul](|e^  tp  be 
ju6|:  estänMtoff  of  .all  tim  brmiehe^  oi  its 
abundafit  preduiee. .  They  pre%:  ».  gpod 
es^y,  a  gpod  sermpa^  a.  good.  trea^c^  a 
gopd  tü$j»pyi  tP  thi^  worl^B  ö$  fansy ;  they 
hay.e  S(o  Ipve  for  thpse}4*^bt  ^tasläe  trifles 
of  lite^l^i^t  ^hJK^b:  i^teire  Uie  miod  in 
|he  fijafide  Tmmm  .m  a  ^ogie  of  vl&ids, 
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«xeidses»  and  recmtiariSi  revive  tile  tone 
af  tfae  qtttrits." 

**H0w  haye  you  bten  »Ue  to  make 
&is  coaqpansohi"  «sked  Wifiiam,  ^when 
yoH  have»  atceording  to  yt)ur  öwn*  acoount, 
mixed  Tefy  little  wi<Ai  tiie  inhabitant»  of 
any  other  oQu&tiy  than  your  own  ?^ 

*^  Because,"*  anawered  S  wdiman,  ^'  I 
bave  lEd^ways  beea  aocustomed  to  tbink» 
and  to  ammge  my  ideas  when  I  have 
thottght ;  and  I  mäiiitaüi  that  the  feelings 
of  the  Sootcb/  generally  eonsid^ered,  are 
aot  adapted  to  the  admiration  ci  fiction ; 
and  4nnaequeiitly,  thtff^  works  o£  üdtion 
caat  «xpect  ta  gain.  but  few  adveoates 
amongrt  them." 

^  But  they  know  when  to  estimate  the 
worth  of  fictk>n  when'  it  is  really  exceU 
lent,**  retumed  Wiiliain;  **witaess  the 
irorks  produced  by  the  pa^  of  the  author 
ofWaverley;  nothing,  X  understaiid,  can 
i)emore  populär  tlian  they  are  in  Scot- 
land,  as  well  as  in  England." 

•*They  h^ve  every  thing  in  their  fa- 
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vour,  aft  well  as  tiieir  matt,'*  replied  Sdn» 
diman:  ''they  are  Scotcfa  storiesj  by  a 
Scotdi  author ;  alymnding  in  tlie  portrai- 
tuiae  •<)£  Soottish  Qharacters,  soenea,  and 
dialogue;  and  jM^judice  giyes  tfaem  Üie 
sovereign  stamp  of  national  praiae.  No 
one  wlio  has  either  taste  or  feeling  &xi 
deny  the  very  great  merit  of  the  author, 
both  as  a  fabulist  and  a  most  aeeuMte  ob- 
Server  of  human  nature ;  but  I  doubt  whe* 
ther  one-half  of  his  oountrymen  would 
erer  ]^»re  acknowledged  his  merit,  if  he 
had  not  «ung  of  the  Land  o'  Cakes ;  and 
I  think  it  by  no  means  the  least  ieatber 
in  bis  cap  of  liteiäry  iame,  that  he  has 
been  able,  as  he  to  a  certaijxty  Ihas  been» 
to  move  many  minds  to  admimticm  of  bis 
song  in  his  own  CQunitry«  which  Jbad  re- 
mained  untouched  by  athy  tale  of  bard, 
beyond  the'i);iilk-maid  ditties  öf  *Peggy 
and  Jeanie  lavi)^  at  the  burn/  and  *  Täm 
^^'  Shanter*s  mare  Meg/.at  AUpa  Kirk 
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CHAPTER  V. 


"W^LL,  SO  much  for  my  wthorship,'* 
oontinued  Sandiman,  after  a  short  pause ; 
"  and  now  for  a  change  of  quarters." 

"  One  Sunday  evening,  having  been 
persnaded  to  retum  home  to  supper  with 
sotne  ladiea  fhjpa  the  neighbourhood  of 
Hanover- Street,  who  had  been  taking  their 
fruit  and  promenade  in  a  public  garden 
in  the  abbey,  a  particular  fascination  for 
my  senses  appeared  to  result  from  the  So- 
ciety I  was  in ;  and  1  was  so  loth  to  reliri- 
quish  the  Happiness  I  was  enjoying,  that 
I  was  prevailed  upon  to  pass  the  night  in 
hilarity^  and  to  retum  home  about  day- 
break,  at  which  time  it  Was  judged  very 
unfikely  that  there  should  be  äny  persona 
upon  the  streets  to  intemipt  my  safe  pro- 
gress.     Unförtunately  there  had  been  a 

VOL.  i.  F  fliiarper 


V 


» 


N 


sharper  Observation  kept  upon  tny  aetions 
than  I  was  aware  of ;  and  two  of  those 
iaithful  agents  of  the  law»  to  whose  assist- 
ance  almost  every  man  in  <  his  time  is 
obliged  to  have  reoourse,  darted  out  upon 
me  froih  a  public  stair  near  the  post-office, 
and  lodged  me  safe  in  the  Canongate. 

^'f  It  ia  idle  and  useless  to  express  dissa- 
tisfaction  upon  these  occasioQs»  so  I.  enter« 
ed  freely  and  harmoniously  into  conveisa^ 
tion  with  my  companions .  ^n  misfortune,. 
and  drank  a  bettle  of  the  captain's  ale 
whenever  my  purse  would  allow  me.  . 

"  Still  I  wished  to  recover  my  liberty ; 
I  was  wüling  to  pay  every  farthii^  tbat  I 
stood  indebted,  and  was  hcHiestly  deter- 
mined  to  do  so,  if  my  own  time  were  but 
given  me ;  but  as  in'  the  case  of  my  relin- 
quishing  Beatrice^  I  would  not  he  con^ 
pdled  to  do  any  thing.  I  consider  an  unr 
just  debt(»:  to  be  as  indifferent  a  chiaracter 
as  can  exist ;  büt  I  regard  an  unreasonable 
creditor  as  one  of  the  most  despicable  be- 
ings  nipon.  earth»    Oh !  how  often  have  I 

H  '   I  exdaimed 


99 

Bxclaimed  to  myself»  *  what  sums  of  xno- 
liey  was  l  a  few  inonths  ago  putting  into 
the  pockets  of  sopiie  of  those  fellowSi  wbo 
have  now  d€^üne4.fne  to  biiid-rcage  light» 
and  I  will,  make  tb^cn-  smart  for  it  if  I 
can!"     .     ; . 

^  Mrs.  Fillsgain,  the  lady  at  whose 
house  I  hi^l  fm^  the  iinfortunate  Sun- 
day  evening  which  had  doomed  me  to  my 
present  confinement,  lived,  as  has  already 
been  Said,  .in  the  neighbourhqod  of  fi[|Ln- 
over-street,  where  she  supported  a  hai^r 
some  estabUslim^it,  in  which  her  niec^, 
ta  the  number  of  five  or'  six,  all  engaging 
young^  womeni  lived  with  her;  and  hep 
time  was  passed  in  escorting  them  to 
places  of  public  amusement,  and  entertaiq- 
ihg  their  yisitors  as  her  own.  The  oI4. 
lady»  sometimes  accompanied  by  one  or 
two  of  her  nieces,.but  more  frequently 
alone,  used  occasionally  to  call  upon  me 
at  my  new  abode ;  for  we  had  been  very 
good  fri^adsj^  and  there  was  no  saying  how 
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gpod  ftiends  vre  wight  not  he  agaln ;  oitd 
üpon  these  occMons,  ^e  was  aecastomed 
to  relteve  my  fedings  with  the  douceur  ci 
a  bottle  of  wine  orbrandy,  intröduced  ititö 
the  prison  under  the  protection  of  her 
ridicule.  At  one  of  tbese  visits,  taking 
the  old  lady  aside~^  Ludkie/  I  said,  the 
Common  appeilation  by  which  I  always 
Addressed  her,  ^  I  want  most  derflisMy  to 
he  out  of  this  place ;  I  would  give  half 
my  next  quarter^s  salary  to  get  clear  off; 
cant  jTOu  assist  me  ?* 

*  God  kens  that  I  would  do  ony  thing 
for  »Her/  teplied  Mrs.  FiBagaifi,  *  for  I 
am  unco  beat  just  now  for  twa  hundred 
and  thttty  pound ;  so  iffe  no  me  that  can 
compass  a  thing  o*  the  kind,  my  bonny 
man/ 

*If  I  coiild  put  you  in  the  way  of 

making  a  few  faundreds,  would  you  try  to 

get  me  out  ?*  I  demanded. 

^  ^  Aye,  it*s  likely  I  might,*  she  answer- 

ed:    ^  God  kens  I  hae  a  feeling  heart;  and 

would 
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wcHiId  do  ony  thing  to  help  you,  my  baim ; 
but  it  man  be  bard  cash,  naething  eise  wiU 
serve  my  tum  jiwt  now,  my  laddie.' 
.  **  I  bound  her  down  to  swear,  that  if  I 
eould  devise  to  her  a  plan  to  gain  her  the 
sum  of  money  of  which  she  stood  in  need, 
that  she  would  exert  herseif  to  the  utmost 
tq  proeure  me  my  liberty.  Frora  some 
circiunstances  which  had  oocurred  between 
US  before,  I  believed  that  when  she  had 
given  me  her  word»  I  could  dep»:)d  upon 
her;  and  having  reeeived  her  promise  to 
the  effect  that  I  lequired,  I  thus  proceeded 
to  explain  myself  to  hec 

^  There  was  at  that  time  a  very  hand- 
some  bouse  in  Charlotte^square  ticketed 
forhire;  it  was  aituated  between  the  re- 
sidenoes  of  two  gentlemen  of  the  first  emi- 
nence  and  respectabibty  in  the  place,  who 
were  both  (he  husbatida  and  fathers  of  ele- 
gant and  aoeomplii^hed  W€tnen-~^  Now^ 
luckie/  I  eoncluded  my  disquisition  by 
^y^RSi/  go  yott  immediately  amid  hire  that 
house.'   ' 
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'  Hire  that  prodigious  liouseT  ejacu* 
lated  Mrs.  Fillagain ;  ^  do  you  tbink  I 
am  daft  ?  do  you  no  ken  the  twa  houses 
I  hae  now  T 

*  I  am  no  sae  daft  as  ye  are,'  retumed 
I,  speaking  irbnically  in  her  langiiage ; 
•  do  you  think  that  people  of  thelr  tonse- 
quence  in  life  would  allow  you  to  be  their 
neighbour  ?  no,  no ;  do  as  I  bid  you — ^hire 
the  house;  and  if  you  dorf]t  reeeive  a 
handsome  sum  to  relinquish  your  bargain, 
say  my  naitie  k  not  George/ 

•*  The  old  lady  said,  that  she  saw  some- 
thing  like  sense,  as  she  expressed  hersdf, 
in  what  I  had  been  saying ;  and  that  the 
idea  was  indeed  too  good  to  require  a'  se- 
cond  consideration.  She  accordingly  pro- 
ceeded  to  put  it  into  execution,  and  in  the 
courseof  a  couple  of  höürs,  the  ticket  was 
taken  down  from  the  house/  The  resi* 
dents  on  eiäier  side,  just  as  I  expected, 
immediately  inquired  who  was  to  be  their 
new  neighbour.  The  name  \vn%  hientidn: 
ed ;  and  in  the  course  of  that  very  dayi 
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a  ^üm,  far  exceeding  my  most  sanguin^ 
hopes,  was  tendered,  and  recei^ed^  for  the 
quitting  of  the  bargainV 

"The  old  lady  was  highly  delighted 
with  iny  skill  in  planning,  and  joyfülly 
promised  thaf  if  it  were  possible  to  get 
ine  out  of  priäon  by  stratagem,  which  she 
would  nse  every  means  in  her  power  to 
acoompUsh,  that  she  would  lend  me  fifty 
pounds  to  live  on,  tili  the  next  payment 
of  my  annuity  became  due, 

**^  One  aftemoon,  a  few  days  after  this 
oecurrence,  Mrs«  Fillagain  arrived  at  the 
Canongate,  attended  by  one  of  her  nieces, 
and  I  perceived  her  countenance  to  be 
big  with  the  pregnancy  of  som^  int^nded 
plan.  It  was  a  day  on  which  she  knew 
the  captain  to  be  engaged  at  a  public  din- 
ner;  and  having  liberally  poured  forth 
the  brandy  and  ale  amongst  the  prisoners 
and  sa*vants  of  the  house,  she  called  me 
into  my  private  room,  put  twenty  ppundi 
into  my  band,  and  haying  told  me  to  pro- 
eted  towards  Dalkeith,  which  she  consi* 
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dered  a  tolerably-secure  road,  dnd  to  re- 
main  either  in  |^e  ^wn  itself»  or  in  its 
neighbourhood,  tili  I  oould  write  ta  her, 
and  beer  from  her  ägain,  she  assisted  in 
slipping  me  into  her  large  white  petticoat 
and  silk  pelisse ;  and  a  wig  similar  to  her 
own,  together  with  her  lai^e  straw  bon* 
net,  and  thick  veil^  häving  been  adjusted 
to  my  ^head,  leaving  her  to  equip  herseif 
in  another  suit  which  she  had  brought 
with  her  for  that  purposö  in  her  ridioule, 
I  tQok  hoM  of  tbe  niece's  arm,  and  cbft- 
seying  amd  nodding  to  all  whoia  I  met  in 
my  way,  I  fairly  passed  the  door ;  and 
dartlng  through  John^s-street  inta  the 
pleasanoe,  was  in  a  moment  out  of  sigbt. 
**  I  passed  boldly  on,  unnotieed,  crossang 
various  streets».  tili  I  came  to^  Sumnaer 
Hall,  which  I  considered  the  mo$t  private 
road  to  Dalkeith.  Siiddenly  my  veü,  by 
some  means,  became  untied,  and  feil  to 
my  feet ;  and  as  I  stooped  to  pick  it  up,  I 
saw'ayoung  nmn  staring  me  fuU  in  the 
face,  whom  I  immediately  reeognized  to 

be 
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be  a  dktant  i^tiye  of  the  peo^e  irith 
t^lHim  I  hod  lodged  in  l^ieder^feet.-^ 
'  Ab !  bless  me,  Mr.  Sandiman  Y  fae  cried. 
*  I  am  sure  I  ,am  no'  mistaken ;  i  sfaould 
kell  you  ony  where^  wr.' 

^  Akrtned^  I  beßeve  whhout  much 
eaose^  I  instantly  ihrew  down  upoii  the 
gfound  some  of  tbe  sOver  which  had  beeir 
paft  of  the  oxmey  given  ne  by  Mrs.  FiUh 
2^[ain,  and  exehdming — VTake  that»  Ihf^ 
vie,  tidce  tbat,'  hastily  adjusting  mjf  voil;. 

*'  When  r  had  ooarage  tö  febk  b^ihd 
nie,.  I  sam  hun  not  ^  but  not  iudging  it 
ttfe  for  me  to  proceed  along  the  road,  afler 
wbat  h&d  happened^  uiitil  it  was  dark,  I 
fooked'  lä^ot  for  a  place  of  irefuge,  and 
ebservürg  a  neat  b(^se,  just  within  a  gar- 
den  by  the  jsead-side^  aver  the  gate^ay  of 
wbieh  wa&a  notiee  of  ^  lodgings  to  kt,'  In 
I  wentr  ^wd-  meeting  a  middle-aged^  geßr 
ted'ldöking  woman  in  the  passage-— '  Ma- 
dam^' i  whispeied»  *  I  9m  just  at  tlm  mo^ 
m&ät  ia  tieed  of  a  tempoitu?  asyhiin ;  if 
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you  wUlhave  the  kindiiess  to  serve  me  an 
ifiiy  present  euiergency,  you  may  depend 
upon  ueing  handsomely  r^warded ;  and  I 
heg  you  to  aocept  this/  pütting  a  ten- 
pound  note  as  I  spoke  into  her  hand,  *  as 
an  eamest  of  my  future  intentions.' — *  Oh, 
thank  you/  she  replied,  ^  there  is  no  ooca- 
sion  to  pay  me  beforeband ;  and  dopend 
lipon  it,  as  you  look  a  very  re9pectable 
person,  you  shall  have  my  best  attention^' 
--—I  thanked  her,  arid  she  i^oined-^^  You 
look  very  large.' — *  I  must  natutally  be  so^ 
with  the  bulk  with  which  I  am  encum- 
b^red,*  I  answered. — *  Ay,  ay ;  welV  ^he 
replied,  ^  these  difHculties  mast  be  put  up 
with,  according  to  the  ways  of  the  World.' 
— *  I  care  for  nothing,'  I  retumed,  '.iCyou 
do  but  assure  me  that  I  am  safe^' — f  You 
may  äepend  upon  that  with  me^'  she  said; 
and  adjded — *  You  appear  in  päin  ?' — *  I 
am  in  an  agony,'  was  my  reply,  *  and  my 
al^m — '  *  Ay,  but  you  must  not  frigbten 
yourself,'  the  good  lädy  interrupted  me 
by  saying ;  '  tliink  how  many  have  been 

in 
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iif  tlie  $ame  Mtaation,  and  a  little  tioiö 
and  patieiice  biings  all  troubles  to  an  end.' 
-*  What  shaU  I  do?*  I  asked.— •  Why, 
as  th^  case  appears  to  stand/  siie  returned, 
*  r  wotrld  advise  you  to  retire  to  a  Cham- 
ber whichl  will  shew  you,  and  go  to  bed.' 
— *  I  shaH  be  safest  in  bed,  I  dare  say,'  I 
aftswered.— i-*  WeB  then,  you  häd  better 
lose  no  tirae  in  getting  there,'  shergoined ; 
aM  conductCng  me  up  staira  to  a  hand-> 
somely.ftirnished  bedroom,  diesired  me  to^ 
get  into-  bed,  and  i^e  would  be  with  me* 
s^ibi  as  seon  asrpos^ble; 

**'More  indined  to  laughtier  tban  any 
otlier  Sensation,  yet  not  witfaout  anxiously 
fistenfng  wftether  I  heard  any  inquiries 
for  me  below  stairs,  I  Kay  tiH  tlie  retum 
of  my  good  hostess,  who  entered  followed 
by  a  m«d-scrvant,  who  *^began  to  talce 
sötne  linen  -ftötn  a  drawer ;  and  her  mis- 
tress  having  told  me  that  there  would  be^ 
söihe  tea  ready  for  me  in  a  few  minutes^' 
wMch  she  considered  would  be  of  assist- 
5öice  to  my  Situation,  added^-^*  You  eame 
'     .  F  6  running. 
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ruiuttng  ia  m  fast,,  tbat  I  y  isb  you  mtjn't 
have  brouglit  any  feve|F^ü|Sm  youwelfV 
apd  foUowing  her  wbh  t>y  insuiuating  her 
band  into  tbe  bed,  what  was  her  aatoiush* 
mcntat  cüscovering  my^  wwstcoat  wi 
Shirt,  which  became  exposed  to  her  view  L 
-~'  A  man!  a  man!'  Ae  exdaioied,  '  and  . 
dare  to  go  to  bed  heref-N-*  Madam/  I  re-r 
plied, '  I  am  not  consdous  of  having  dcme 
apy  Ünng  wrong;  I  thought  you  had  im- 
deiatood  me  to  be  in  need  of  temporary 
conoedmenl;  and  were  kipdly  affi>rding 
me  the  refiige  I  sought'-*^  Sir/  sbe  an>r 
swered,  hidf  smtling,  yet  half  displeased» 
or  disappointed,  ^  I  plainly  see  my  error; 
but  I  thought  you  had  been  » lady  eome 
here  to  be  confined ;  such  ia  the  nature  of 
my  acQommodationa/ 

^  I  jumped  ouit  of  bed,  desired  ber  to 
dismiss  her  servaxit,  and  briefly  stating  to 
her  tlie  exact.  eircumstances  of  my  case, 
be^ed  öf  her  not  to  refuse  me  protection 
under  her  roof,  tili  I  believed  myself  able 
to  leave  it  with  seeurity.  Sbe  smiled  qwbc: 
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^  really  seemed  a  good*^ 
ipered  wöhü^oiüy  slie  had  been 
strangely  unaii« 
baUy  not  forgetting  the  ten-paund  note^ 
though  it  slipped  her  memoiy  to  offer  a 
retum  of  it,  she  desired  me  to  come  down, 
and  take  tny  tea  i^ith  her. 

**  The  Windows  of  the  apartment  into^ 
which  mjNhostess  condacted  me  looked 
ioto  a  gardea;  and  as  we  sat  in  ehat  to- 
gether,  I  obserreda  young  womati.  with 
her  back  turned  towards  us»  nursing  an 
in&nt  at  her  breast. — *  Tfaat  is  a  young 
woman  that  I  am  very  sorry  for/  said-  my  . 
entertainer:  *  it  is  very  seldom  that  T 
speak  of  the  concecns  of  my  lodgers,  be- 
eause  their  affairs  most  frequently  r^quire 
secrecy ;  but  hers  do  not.  Her  brother  is 
a  youhg  man,  a  pains-takihg  tradesman  in  { 
Dalkeith,  who  plaeed  her  with  me  during 
the  birth  of  her  infant,  because  he  thbught 
she  woidd  require  better  attendance  than 
the  house  of  a  bachelbr  could  afßord  her. 
She.  has  been  deserted  by  her  husband, 

who, 
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wTio,  she  lias  since  had  the  ttiisfortune 
tö  discoveir^  was  married  to  another  wo- 
man  beforö  he  knew  her.  Her  brother's 
name  is  Lewisön.* — *  Lewison  ?  I  e^- 
daimed;  *  inercifül  Heaven!  caii  it  be 
possible  that  it  is  Beatrice  Lewison  ?*  for 
I  recoUected  having  heard  that  she  had  a 
brother  settled  in  business  In  the  neigh- 
bourhood'  oT  Edinburgh. — *  I  don't  know 
what  her  Christian  name  is,*'  replied  my 
hostess,  *  but  she  ha^  called  her  baby  Bea- 
trice, however.* 

"  Ilmmediately  ran  out  irtto  the  gar- 
den — it  was  tliat  very  Keatrice  whom  I 
expected  to  behold^ — I  caught*  her  band 
in  mi^je—*  Beatrice  r  Isaid;  *  don't  you 
know  me,  Beatrice?* — *  Sandiman!  is  it 
you,  Sandiman?'  she  haif-weepiiTg  pro- 
nöunced,  and  forcibjy  withdffew  ffom  me^ 
her  handi  .  *  I  was  unhappy  enöugh  be- 
fore,  why  are  you  come  to  make  nie  more' 
so  ?'— •  By  Heaven !  you  miscönceive  me,* 
I  replied;  *  nothing  could  give  me  so 
much  happfnes»  as  tx>  possess  the  meam' 
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of  being  instniiwental  to  your  felicity/— 

*  Oh,  George — excuse  me,  Mr.  Sandiman  . 
Imean— you  did  not  always  act  so,*  she 
Said,  aiid  burst  itito  tears.— *  Oh,  hear  me !' 

I  ejcclaimed :  *  it  was  your  father  who  ses^ 
parated  us^ — his  erafty  and  overbearing 
oonduct,  as  I  regarded  it,  was  the  caase-* 
it  was-  bis  fault  that  we  were  disunited/— 

*  But  none  of  the  blaii>e  of  our  fii'st  ac^ 
qaaintance,  our  subseqnent  inthnacy,'  re* 
tttxned  Beatrice,  '  could  attoefa  itself  to 
him ;  and  you  bare  said  a  tbousand  time?, 
that  nothing  ■ ' — '  I  know  it :  I  am-  a 
rogue — a  viHäin?  I  interrtipted  her  by 
saying ;  *  but  I  have  sufFered  severely  for 
my  opifiion-'-^ny  pride— my  obstinaüy,  if 
yoti  prefer  k  by  that  name.  Btit,,  thank 
Heavenf  we  niieet.again;  and  now-  ■  ' 
*^^  In  a  Very  few  momentii  we  »hall  part, 
probably  for  ever,'  repUed  Beatrice.  'I 
five  in  föture  only  to  be  guided  by  my 
brother.  I  exdudfe  myself  frojm  all  the 
World.  JEIö  knows  nothing  of  you— never 
sa^.you,  ftc*  Beard  of  you4  I  could  not 
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«xplai'n  stttb&etorily  to  him  my  acqumnt- 
^nce  with  you ;  I  thefefore  feel  it  a  fault 
to  indulge  In  imy  conversation  witi)  yott 
at  all)  and  must  beg  of  you  to  ^it  me.'—- 
Oh,  William !  WÜlmm !  what  a  woman 
had  I  hßt !  I  could  have  tom  out  the 
beart  wliose  perversity  had  (fisunited  our 
destinies»  and  liave  toampled  it  unda*  my 
feet 

*'  I  paused  a  few  moments»  th^i  said-* 
*^  You  hav«  beai  111  treated,  a^  my  soul 
bl^eds  to  hear  of  the  unhappiness  wbida 

üas  altended ^ — ^^^  Yes^  yes,'  she  repUed; 

'  but  my  peparation  must  lie  witb  myself 
—in  my  resignation  to'  that  first  Cause  by 
which  tlie  eventa  of  lifo  are  gov«?ned.'— 
^  If^iis  you  persist  in  disdaiming  me» 
and  driving  rae  from.  you^  I  pronounced^ 
*  ere  I  go^  hear  me  pvonooni»  o^e  ßaaced 
vow,  and  may  the  preservalion  pf  my  oath- 
be  the secuiit]^  of  tbe  ;etenKd.  tdqssor  mi» 
■"seiy  of  wiy  novil  Jf  I  can  hencefix'ward' 
stand  connected  towavda  you  in  no  cl€>$er 
degvee,,  I  yvilX.  be:  tlfe.  av^nger  :€^  y^ur 
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wrongs.  Let  but  the  villain  who  has 
wounded  your  peace  be  found  by  me, 
and  I  will  redress  your  cause.  Teil  me 
his  name.' — *  Never,  never/  answered  Be- 
atrioe,  firmly.— *  I  oonjuire,  I  implore  you,' 
was  my  reply ;  '  I  ask  only  his  name/— 
'  I  entreat  you.to  leave  me/  xepUed  Bea- 
trice,  and  hastUy  entering  tbe  house,  pro» 
oeeded  to  her  own  apartment,  to  which 
my  hostess  withheld  me  from  piirsuing 
berstepa. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 
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•*  THfi  tirief  Story  of  my  poor  Beatrice 
Was,  that,  very  shortly  after  my  abrupt 
departiire  from  Cupar,  she  had  been  com- 
pelled  bjr  her  father  to  give  her  hand  to 
an  officer  whom  chance  had  quartered  in 
the  town,  and  who  very  quickly  deserted 
her,  and  was  leamt  to  have  fled  from  jus- 
tice, on  aocount  of  bis  having,  some  time 
before  bis  aoquaintanoe  with  her,  connect- 
ed himself  in  marriage  with  another  wo- 
man. 

^*  lH^trice  positively  refused  to  grant 
me  another  farewelL ;  and  when  it  became 
dark,  I  proceeded  to  Dalkeith,  but  for- 
bore  to  call  upon  her  brother,  whicb  I 
considered  to  be  an  unavailing  and  uiv* 
conciliating  task.  At  Dalkeith  I  received 
from  Mrs.  Fillagain  my  stipulated  supply, 

and 
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and  was  proceeding  to  Glasgow,  where  I 
might^  beyond  doubt,  have  remained  un- 
discovered^  tili  the  soiutiiHi  of  .my  debts 
had  enabled  me  to  emerge  onee  more  into 
the  World  with  credit  to  myaelf ;  but  I 
was  unfortunately  recognized  by  an  ene* 
my  oh  my  Toad  to  it,  and  onoe  mcxie  be- 
came  the  4nbabitant  of  a  jail-^that  which 
you  must  have  remarked  as  we  passed 
through  the  ..Green»  on  the  day  of  oür 
anival  here. 

^  I  have  little  more  to  add/'  George 
Sandiman  proceeded  by  säying :  '*  I  cqh- 
tinued'  in  this  jail  for  a  period  of  nearLy 
two  years,  tili  I  had  oonscicintiously  dis- 
charged  all  niy  pecuniary  obligat^ons ;  and 
I  then  left  it,  with  the  solemn ,  detertnimi- 
tion  (which  I  hope  and  trust  I  s]yU.  have 
resolation  to  kieep)  of  never  suomittiiig 
myself  to  the  necesslty  of  passing  anotbcc 
night  within  a  habitätion  of  the  kind ;  and 
I  had  been  retumed  only  about  $ix  weeks 
to  Edinburgh»  when  we  first  became  ac- 
quainted. 

"  But 
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^  Bot  althougU  we  have  akea^y  beexi 
m  tUs  houae  a  foifttright;,  and  I  have  ap- 
pe»ed  to  UK'  k  with  88  muoh  fiisäiliarily 
as  tf  jt  were  my  own»  I  have  not  yet  in* 
formed  y<m  to  whom  it  belcngs.    X>iiFiilg 
itiy  resid^ibe  in  theQiasgom  jaii,  I  ^rmed 
an  mlAmafff  with  a  man  of  themost  ple»- 
sahfc  dispositiän  and  most  tvdrtiby  laatvure : 
Im  debtS)  originatxng  in  raisfortune,  can, 
in  all  liimuat  probabiUty,  oever  be  solved, 
tili  it  pleases  Heaven  to  depiive  hi$  vifife^ß 
unde  of  bis  teiriestrial  exiiteno^»  atid  place 
him  in  possmsnkm  df  tbe  inheritance  vvhkäi 
must  tben  devolve  on  him.    Xhimig  tbe 
ti¥0  years  that  Mre  were  oompanions,  fae 
seemed  paitieoiarly  happy  in  my  mdefy ; 
«id.I  bad  äko  an  oppoitunity  c^pexfornsi- 
ing  fii^^him  sottie  £täe  serviöeis,  wjbiob 
bave  made  a  most  indelüile  iitipres^on  ht 
fny  favoiMr  on  bis  beart:  and  when  we^ 
parted,  it  was  witb  a  fervent  promise  thot 
we  sboiild  nerer  either  of  ns  need  asaid- 
ance,  in  tbe  untowonl  ciitnfnisfaihces  t^ 
life,  without  mutually  seeking  it  <!^  eadi 

öthei^. 
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ütfaer.    His  name  is  NesUt,  and  it  Is  ihto 

his  hoase  thsrt;  I  have  mtroduced  you.    I 

dare  not  visit  him,  because,  if  I  did  80> 

I  must  unavoidably  be  neen  by  some  of 

my  old  ficquaintance,  stift  remaining  with^ 

in  the  walls  hy  which  be  is  confined ;  but 

his  wife  has  transmitted  to  him,  far  me, 

an  account  of  the  bnsiness  whicb  brought 

me  hither,  and  I  am  already  provided 

Vith  an  introduction  to^  his  brother^  whd 

^nts  a  small  farm  across  the  wa^r,  be- 

tween  the  little  town  of  EUensburgh  and 

Lochlomohd,  where  I  intend  to  pass  a 

few  ttionths  in  the  amusements  of  a  coun- 

try  Hfe,  tili  the  late  transaction  in  £di)>- 

burgh  is  forgotten,  and  iwrhither  I  tbink 

that  you  cannot  do  better  than  tö  aetfom- 

pany  me,  and  to  ^idearoiir  to  regMn  tlie 

wonted  tone  of  your  mind^  by  readktg 

and  country  exercise.** 

It  was  now  the  öniy  wish  of  WiUkm^ 
heart  not  to  be  sepsuiated  &om  his  Inend ; 
bis  little  fortmie  was  accordingly  piaeed 
in  the  hands  of  a  bank»  in  that  dty ;  and, 

with 
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with  ä  händsome  present  to  Mrs.  Nesbit 
änd  her  children  at  their  d^artyre^  they 
set  6ut  an  their  exp^edition. 

William  hßd  often  thoygjit  of  writiiig  a 
Iqtter  to  liis  uncle  in  London,  but  when- 

■  *  « 

ever  he  had  been  on  thp  point  of  com* 
mencing  his  epistle,  his  mmd  had  always 
recoiled  from  the  attempt ;  and  at  length, 
from  jQot  having  posses^ed  fortitude  to 
compel  himself  to  the  immediate  exertfion^ 
Jus  wish.  had  never  been  aecemplished  at 
all.  He  citen  thought,  with  mingled  pity 
and  vexatiqn,  of  Jannet  Smith — with  pity, 
at  the  recollectiön  of  the  hints  whieh  lie 
had  he^  dropt  of  her  unhappy  connexion 
withr  aP  pffieer-^with  yexation,  at  the  re- 
meisbrance  of  the  cold  manner  in  whicb 
ske  bad  addressed  him  on  the  day  they 
4iad  iast  Batet 

They  found  th^mselves  extr^i^ely  com- 
fortable'in  the  house  of  Mr.  Nesbit's  bro- 
ther^in  A  oou&try  at  once  ^qiinantie  and 
beautifui,  abounding  with  the  cfhoicest  op- 
portunities  for  ev^ry  diversion  pf  the  field 

.  and 
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and  «tream,  and  where  they  w^re  utterly 
uuobtruded  upon  by  any  society  but  that 
which  was  of  their  own  se^king. 

It  ist  in  sedusion,  from  30Qiety  that  th^ 
r^  hent  of  man's.  disposition  inost  effec* 
tually  unfolds  itself;  in  bis  mtercourse 
with  the  busy  hum  of  mcn,  h^  follows  th^ 
pursuits  in  which  he  sees  others  ei^giyged« 
and  is  so  much  the  creature  of  bis  eompa- 
nions,  and  a  slave  tq  the  alkirements  cä* 
the  hour»  that  he  is  frequently  abnost  any 
tbing  bjut  himself.  Ina scene of  unruifled 
ttanquilUty»  where  every  day  is  Üke  the 
fonner,  he  naturally  thinks  and  acts  with 
mpre  freedom  for  himself»  and  tjecomes 
more  care}ess  of  deviating  from  the  puiv 
«uits .  of  qthers^  smd  resigning  himself  to 
tho3e  which  sooth  or ,  exhilarate  bis  own 
feelings,  ,       f 

.  Thje  friendsbip  of  Sandimaa  and  M'Ta- 
visb  remain^d  imdiminished,  invariable-— 
it  was  foundedonai^k,  from  whence  it 
could  only  be  sbaken  by  sonie  event  of 
moment»  and  wa3  unmQ:ved  by  the  adven- 

titious 
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tltiouJB  drcumstances  of  the  fieeting  hoür. 
But  a  few  weeks'  residenoe  at  the  farm- 
lipuse  gradually  opened  to  each  >  disco- 
veiy  of  the  great  dissimilarity  which  ex- 
isted  between  his  own  ideas  and  ihose  of 
his  friend.  George,  as  we  have  already 
witnessed,  possessed  a  souI  capable  of  the 
ixiost  daring  actions,  in  ihe  perfermance 
bf  which  he  believed  nature  and  feeling 
to  justify  him :  he  would  now  not  unfre- 
quently  pass  an  hour  in  latnenting,  ^ith 
all  the  siniple  eloquence  of  real  woe,  the 
unfortunate  iate  of  his  Beatrice,  and,  with 
a  «iemnity  dn,«t  taniflc,  ,^t  hb  ih- 
tention  and  hope  of  one  day  revenging 
her  wrongs.  But,  as  he  has  himself  ih- 
formed  us,  he  covild  be  every  thing,  and 
any  thing,  in  five  minutes ;  and  the  next 
hour  he  would  find  satisfaction  in  becöni« 
ing  the  merry  equal  of  the  hinds  at  piougfa, 
"or  the  fishermen  upon  the  banks,  and  re^ 
tum  with  a  zest  from  hiS  conversation  with 
his  inferior  coUoquists,  which  was  incoiH* 
prehensible  to  the  feelings  of  WilHam  r  his 

soul 
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«Olli  was  siOMhed  in  onecbtfk,  sorrowiligf 
and  polga&at  yeooUeetipn ;  aftd  he  could 
oniy  find  oocss&ißml  feüef  for  his  £edings 
in  sileat ;  meditation,  öt  in  the  6tudy  of 
that  inestimaUe  volutne  which  afforded 
hifn  the  oonsolaftory  history  pf  his  redemp- 
tioD.  The  däys  passed  on;  George»  de« 
lighting  in  the  sports  öf  the  field  and  of 
tbe  water,  laughed,  whistled,  chatted,  and 
seemed  to  have  forgotten  evety  care ;  and 
tlieinind  of  William  appeared  to  gain 
some  d^ree  of  tranquillity  from  books 
and  solitary  walks. 

S^diman  iS  fafooritie  nport  was  angÜng, 
in  whidh  art  he  bad  gained  a  comsideraUie 
profipieBcy,  by  ^is  constant  attendanee 
wfm  bis  &ther ;  and  near  the  water,  where 
he  preietred  ta  pursue  hii^  amusement, 
stodd  a  sinall  <  ^blie-houae,  the  landiord 
ofvfai^  aGSasgow-man,  who  hud  <Hioe 
s^(  better  däy 8^  and  knew  oonsiderably 
iQ(Kte  of  the  woild  than  those  amcüif^t 
wfaoQQt  he  was  now  living,  having  bims^lf 
^xoetted  in  tiie  same  sport  in  bis  youth, 

yojui/  O'  and 
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mi  GMrge  freqttöntly  passed  im  hour  in 
hh  faotifle,  fbr  the  douUe  satitfkeddn  of 
Kstemng  to  bis  stories  of  his  suoeM  i^nth 
the  i<>d)  and  refi^shing  himsetf  wi^  a  glass 

of  hi8  Uquor»  Whieh  was  the  true  LM»md 
wbiskey ;  and  Oeoi^  bad  a  palaite  to  dis- 
tingid^,  and  a  taste  to  relisby  att  the  good 
thingis^of  this  woiid. 

One  day»  wben  tb^ywere  engaged  to- 
gelber  in  cbat,  an  extraordinai^  <x>iiple 
totered  the  bouse,  and  asked  for  a  gill  of 
Whiskey.  The  man  was  in  stature  dimi- 
nutive,  and  in  countenance  insigntfiemt; 
he  W4S  gtey-headed^  and  bis  Mttle  body  ' 
trembled,  for  it  was  a  eold  winteif^  day, 
ünder  the  influence  of  Äie .  breeaes  which 
played  up  the  aperture  of  bis  kHt  His 
guidwife,  ais  he  cdled  the  woman/  oould 
have  4}pared  as  mudi  flesbjaiid^siiidW'ftom 
her  compositten»  aawouhiiMfc^e^bdbi  äiiffi* 
eiebt  to^l^mi  «motbw  little.b&ing' lade:  her 
guidman,  witbout  *  r^6ciDg  li^hnelß  to 
witbiiib  two  stone  of  Ms  wefgbt't^die 
^eoßce^sion.    She  was  red  atid '  IbmWny'*— 

ixet 
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her  arms  and  ßsto  tremendmis;  Iwt  lier 
GOuntenance  was  rather  arch  ihan  impos* 
ing,and  her  dvess  Htt^  Beut  and  becoming. 
(Hl  her  head  sbe  mcue  a  cbixble  mutbh, 
tiirough  tlie  fine  la^  eomposing  the 
outer  of  iii4iich|  appeared  the  dark-green 
satiu'  riband  which  bound  her  «head,  and 
desoended,  with  the  wings  of  her  cap,  to 
tfae  central  point  of  her  chin;  a  massy 
rilver  brooch  connected  the  sides  of  her 
handkerchief  upon  her  breast;  her  gown 
was  piirpJe  stuflE— her  stockings  black — 
her  shoes  confined  with  heavy  yeUow 
bttdcles-'-«  mand  was  wound  round  her 
sboalder»-— and  her  snulF-muU  catried  in 
her  band.  'When  they  had  drabk  their 
3ram,  tibey  depfirted. 

*  Who«re  ttioise?''  askedGeoige;  '-they 
cse  two  extraordinary4ooking  people.*' 

^  irtiey  are  that,"  replied  the  landlord ; 
**  büt*th^  are  no  badfolk  neither.  Their 
natoie  18  Christie ;  but  they  get  no  teetle 
hereibottts  bit  the  laird  and  the  leddie; 
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but  the  c^anta  aften  gies  th^n  skaver  at 
theendo'tr 

''  Shav^r!  what's  that?''  said  Sandiman. 

"  Wby,  i¥hat  is  a  shaver,"  retumed  the 
landlord,  *^  but  a  b^rber;  wbat  they  ca'  i- 
the  touns  like  Glasgow  a  hair«-dres3er.'' 

"  Whyj  how  did  they  acquure  that  ap- 
pellatioa?''  inquired  Gteorge. 
-  **  Wby,  you  see,"  was  tbe  reply,  **  they 
hae  a  bonny  bit  land  o'  their  äin,  wi'  a 
bra'  enouch  house  upon  it,  about  a  mile 
arid  a  half  west^  for  they 're  wed  te  do ; 
and  ever  since  they  coft  that,  they  got  the 
Dame  o'.the.lakd  and  the  leddie,  as  I  said 
afore.  They're  generous  enouch  some- 
times,  thougb  they're  very  dose  agin  at 
ithers ;  but  she's  a  comical  yen,  and  she's 
the  grey  meer,  ye  midit  see  thät  yefsel 
piain  enouch  just  now.  So  yance  whan 
they  went  to  Glasgow»  whar  tiicgr  gang 
whiles  to  g^ther  in  their  räpt»  for  they 
hae  an  ayld.  house  pr  twa  in  the  Sat  Mqr« 
ket,  whan  they  came  there,  the  laird  had 

forgat 
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forgat  te  fetch  his  razors  alang  wi'  him, 
and  he  speered  at  her,  for  she  carries  the 
purse,  to  gie  him  the  silier  to  gang  and 
get  shaven  at  a  barber's;  so  she  gied  him 
a  bawbee,  and  tell'd  him  to  pay  näe  mair; 
and  gin  the  man  askt  for  a  penny,  to  teil 
hi(n  that  it  was  his  pleasure  to  hae  yen  at 
a  bawbee.  So  awa  gaed  puir-Rory— they 
ca'  him  Rory,  and  shure  enouch  he  speered 
for  a  bawbee  shave.  Weel,  the  barber,  I 
reckon;  wasna  unco  fond  o'  sicken  ä  prig- 
gen-doun  customer,  and  he  took  some 
auld  saw  o'  a  razor,  and  scrapit  puir  Roiy 
tili  he  bied  like  a  nout's  head."* 

"  But  how  came  this  adventure  to  be 
known  here?''  asked  Sandiman. 

**  It  woüld  never  hae  befen  kent  at  aV 
answered'the  landlörd,  ^'  gin  he  had  held 
fais  ain'gab;  but  yae  day,  after  he  cam 
haim,  he  was  seein  a  deed  bog,  that  had 
been  seraped  by  the  butcher,  hacket  i*  th6 
skin,  an  bludin ;  and  he  Cried  out — *  Oh, 
püir  beestie !  he*s  had  a  bawbee  shave,  I*m 
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sliuire.*  So  then  tbe  \isle  istoiy  eam  ou^ 
an  they  tacket  tbe  name  te  him  at  yenoe." 
'  '*  Arid  my  leddy  participateB  in  the  ho* 
nour  of  bis  titk  ?"  said  George. 

'*  Nae,  nae,"  retorned  the  kndlmrd ; 
"  hers  is  yen  by  kself-^t  least  tbere's  an- 
ith^  cause  for't ;  it's  tl>e  best  story  o'  tht 
twa" 

"  The»  pray  let  me  have  it,**^  r^Joined 
Sandifmaliv 

The  landl^  siriiled»  and  resumed  sp^ak* 
ing  thus— ^"  Not  lang  after  aukl  Mr.  Chris- 
tte  canl  to  be  a  laird»  a  cooper  T  thia  neigb- 
bourhood,  that  did  a'  tbe  wärk  o^  the  sort 
fdr  ihe  fdßc  round  about  bere»  Wtot'  to 
carry  haim  tili  tbe  leddte  a  wee  bitt  tubbie» 
or  barH^U  that  i&e'd  ordered  him  to  mak 
tili  her ;  and  whethtt*  dbe  thoügjrt  it  owr 
dear,  or  was  sweer  to  pay  the  silier  jiist 
then,  01^  wanted  to  raise  a  bit  o'  ft  haVef 
for*the  jöke  Kke»  I  eiin'C  tdt;  but  sbe  said 
tili  the  man — '  Eh,  sirs,'  said  she,  <  köw 
cam  ye  ho  te  get  yerstl  shateri  afore  ye 

cam 


catii  to  tmnsack  business  wi'  ä  leddie?'-«^ 
^  I  at  yer  pittdon,  my  leddle/  quo'  he,  '  I 
caea^  awa  fnae  h&me  in  a  huny.*— *  WeeV' 
replied  «biß»  '  depend  on't,  I'se  no  pay  ye 
yer  aUö?  täl:yer  beard's  äff.'— ^^  I  hope  ye'H 
exeuse  me^.  ga^n  biäck/  quo'  be ;  '  twice 
three  miles^^ice  o'er,  my  leddie»  i$  a  lang 
road  for  me,  an'  a  great  hindrahoe  ö'  my. 
buduesfe,'— *  Weel  then,  I'se  teil  ye  what,' 
says  she,  *  if  ye  like,  I'se  shave  ye  mysel.'^ 
So  QWAy  she  gaed,  an'  brought  out  her 
guidman'js  tackle,  and  fiU'd  a  tanker  o'  het 
^^i$r^of£  the  fire,  9ri'  had  bim  lathered». 
and  set  te  wärk  ;Upon  bxTn,  wi'  muckle 
graoa^  they  say;  m'  I  believe  it,  Ibr  sfae^ 
a  body  tbat  oan  die  xüxy  thmg.  Weel» 
wh^  the  coofiefs  faee  was  washed  and 
dried,  quo'  be— VMy  leddie^  I  hope  ye'U 
pny  me  now,  my  leddie.'-^*  What  is  yer 
biU?'  speered  she.-r^*  Fifeteen  and  sax-» 
pence  för  the  cooperage/  sald  th^  man.--» 
*  Weel  then,\  quo'  she,  *  my  bill  for  the 
^veä.bi^nce6  yaurs;  an'  Wf&  my  öpjnioa 
yemay  diink  yensel  wei^  äff  to  gie  only 
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fifeteen  and  saxpence  for  the  honouro'  be- 
mg  shaven  by  a  leddie.'  -  It  mattered  not 
ivhat  the  puir  cooper  said»  she  wouldna' 
gie  him  a  ooin ;  but  as  I Ve  heard  say,  sbe 
treated  him  to  twcnty  times  bis  due,  wi* 
meat  and  whiskey,  whanever  be  chanced 
to  ea'  at  ber  bouse ;  be*s  beeh  lang  dead 
now.** 

Geoige  Sandiman  beiiig.a  greatloverof 
eccentridty  of  cbaracter,  bad  highly  re- 
Ksbed  the  anecdotes  related  to  bim  by  the 
Iandk>rd ;  but  on  returning  bom^  thought 
no  more  of  eitber  the  laird  or  the  leddie, 
tili  about  a  month  after,  when  he  bad  an 
opportuhity  of  being  witti^  to  a  scene, 
vrbich  convineed  him  that  the  leddie  was 
a  woman  of  humour/  and  enjoyed  a  joke 
wberever  sbe  could  fall  in  with  it. :  • 

He  was  one  day  sitting  at  the  doör  of 
thesame  publie^hoiise,  to  repose  bimself 
a  while,  to  whieb  an  unusuall^^-fide  day 
of  sunsbine  and  mild  weatber  bad  tempted 
bim,  when  the  laird  and  the  leddie,:  on 
one  of  their  walks  about  the  a>untty/ stop- 
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|)ed  at  üie  spot»  and  took  their  seats  upon 
another  bench,  near  that  upon  whieh  he 
was  sitting.  The  only  person  in  the  honse 
at  the  time  happened  to  be  the  Iandlord*a 
brather,  a  well-meaning  but  untutored  lad. 

"  Come,  wha^'s  at  haim  V  cried  the  led« 
die;  "  fetch  us  out  a  gilL** 
'  The  lad  speedily  obeyed,  by  bringing 
out  the  liquor,  accompanied  by  a  piece  of 
oat-cake,  upon  a  plate ;  and  having  poured 
out  a  glass,  wished  their  healths»  drank  it 
off/  and  presented  the  next  to  the  leddie. 
One  gill  being  concluded' — •*  Fetch  out 
the  laird's  gill,*'  said  Mrs.  Christie. 

The  lad  alertly  performed  her  com- 
xioand;  and,  as  before,  fi>r  the  piain  cus- 
t(Hns  of  his  country  were  the  only  rules  of 
behaviour  with  whieh  he  was  acquainted^ 
drank  o£Pa  glass  of  the  second  gill  as  he 
had  the  former. 

The  second  gill  being  concluded— 
^  Well  be  stepping  no w,  I  reckon,"  scdid 
Mr.  Chrlstie. 

G  Ä  ^'  Not 


130 

'•  Not  jait  yet,**  answöred  )us  wife* 
•*  yen  mair,  and  th^n  " 

The  thhrd  was  produced  by  tfae  v\3t9Üc 
Walter,  and  served  by  him  ii|  tbe  same 
»anner  äs  the  two  preceding  ones  had  beeri. 

"  Now,  whät's  to  p*y  ?^  aakeä  the  led- 
die. 

**  Three  gills^^aehteenpence,'*  s«d  the 
lad. 

^  Had  ye  there»  lad^*'  eried  Mrs.  Chm- 
tie;  *'  there^s  a  Shilling  fer  the  guidaian^ 
gUl  and  min^,  an'  tfae  tithcr's  y^  atn.*^ 

"  Ye  telM  me  to  fetch  ^t  in^  Iny  leddi6/*' 
Said  the  lad. 

**  Vary  üiie;*  repfiedf  she  v  *  but  I  .did- 
-W  teU  ye  to  drink  it^  ye  daft :  goukr 
Ye*Te  hed  yer  sluwe  o'  tiie  whiskey,  an:  ye 
mann  be  yer  dhare  o*  the  sbotf'  ssid.wstb 
B  tetigh  wftnkUng.  hör  Vifß,  vftitdi  abe 
could  ill  disguise  from  her  astoniabed  au- 
^tor»  she  departed^  becUi^nlng  t&  her  little 
guidman  to  tollow  her^  afid  haäitiBg  Ihe 
waiter  to  console  himself  iois  Joia  iofil^^ 

though 
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thodg^  ifaew  k  nö  doubt  that  it  was  even- 
tudly  modßy  in  hi3  podket 


CHAPTER  Vn. 


Whbn  George  Sandiman  and  William 
MTavish  weve  sitting  together  in  an  even- 
mg^  for  at  thöC  period  tfaeir  houvs  were 
Kgulaiiy  passed  with  each  other,  George 
woäM  £pequ€ntly  endeavour  tö  amuse  his 
friend,  by  reoounting  the  little  anecdotes 
and  adventure»  wMch  he  had  met  witih 
m  the  day ;  and  it  gave  him  uneasiness  to* 
ebsenre  thai;  stny  ättempts  made  by  him 
lo  ndse  bis  i^irits»  did^bnt  appear  to  ki-- 
erease  the  despondency  of  his  mind. 

Wlffiam  ^tpressed  a  wish  to  leave  Bri- 
tttb,  anii  itmiiediately  to  ptoq|^d  to  some 
Kft^gi^  ooimt^,.  wh^re  he  ^nd  his  unfor.-- 
tuftate  stoiy  were  not  kriown.  /  ,' 

t^l  ftkn  not  ibnd  of  hasty  determiha- 

G  d  tions/* 


f icms,"  Said  Geoige ; .  ^  I  faave  sar^Bteh  beta 
disappointed  in  tbeir  fesalt»'  liMd;  I  hme 
altnost  resolTed  never  to  make  them  again; 
let  nie  ttieref<Nre  heg  of  you  ta  take  a  few 
xnontbs  more  to  oonsider  wfaat  pursiüt  it 
is  that  will  make  yon  peitnatiently  happy ; 
and  depend  upon  it,  if  my  soctety  »tili 
eontinües  of  value  to  you,  that  I  will  not 
separate  ray^lf  ftom  yoa  in  your  ^  undev- 
feikipg;''  ^  l' 

William  leplied  to  his  friendfs  proipise, 
M  he  had  cegularly  dcme  to  aay  words  of 
consolation  wliich  George  had  addressed 
to  bina^  hy  an  ilj^repressed  buKsC  pf  sor^ 
row,  and  xeplied— ?^^  I  have.oidy  one  tie 
whicb  aUii^s  nae  tamy  naüve.  ocmtttiy ;  it 
would  he  a  satkfaetion»  a  veiy  greet  satisr 
faction  t^  me,  to  know  the  teat  i^itüation 
and  ftte^  of  Jännet  Smith  " 

'^  I  have  no^  doubt»''  i^ejöioed  Saodiman, 
^  that  iB  <a^  few  w^h^  tifioe  my  ofiftfiee 
will  he  for^tteDK  and  that  I  may  thc» 
emerge  fron^  my  seclusion  without  dmir 
geri  aöt  wUiöö,  tliat  tinie  -does  anive»  I 

promise 


pmsmey(m  to  apply  myself  moit  sedu« 
hady  to  gain  tlie  iii£nrmation  which  you 
desire  ta  öMitto." 

William  aunk  iata  refleetiv»  nknee^  and 
George  proceeded  with  the  adjustment  -of 
his^  111169  and  hooks. 

The  days  oontinued  to  move  on  ui> 
diequered  by  events,  except  that  cbanoe 
had  irecfueritly  tfarown  Sandiman  in  the 
way  oFlräfd  Ghmtie  and  his  wife,  as  they 
wei?e  all  nonblers  alike  aböut  th$  oöiuitry, 
and  by  often  meeting,  tbey  had  at  length 
become  aoquainted ;  and  George  )md  di9- 
cov€9fed  that  laird  Christie  was  the  unde 
irom  whcpi  Mrs.  Nesbjt  was»  in  the  coiur^e 
of  time,  4:0  infaerk  that  propaiy  wfaich 
was  to  festere  her«  husband  to  the  blessings 
ofläerty. .  "      , 

From  the  moment  that  Sandiman  gmned 
a  knowledge  of  this  cdrcumstance,  it  b&- 
came  one  pf  the  xnoBt  aideiit  indmarkions 
ef  bis  heart  to  be  aUe  ta^kiterest  ihe  oU. 
tm  in  tfae  &te  of  tbeirlielatiTe,  and,  if 
•poasäM^  to  ^ork  lipon:  th«r  f^ld^ngs»  to 
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His  fiist  Step  tirarands  tha  liccDiii|)it8hmciit 
of  tbis  end  was  to  streiaji^faeA^  bis  *Bß* 
quaiataüce  wiiii  th«m  shd. .  to  endeen^ur 
to  fMMKi»  tbßü^  ^cleeideAly*§eod  opsnioi^. 
b^ore  he  ventured  to  kmt'aitÜiis  purposß 
HiiB  Mqumntanee  wiUiw.  ih^m  uiRBy  .op* 
pcntüBitifiS  vmre!  giv^  Sx  in^reasing;  even 

igreieablei:  birfh^oeoaSHmtpl^dsooit^i^aeil^ 
fyr  Imdiiigi  to.tb^  i»abjfißt  .whhdk  .oceupfed 
bis  Ddiai.  He  fonnH  Mr.  Clmstie  «ndtis 
3w^^  €ist>e$JaUy  tbeJbtter»  imd  sbe  ¥fmiht 
fS\  in  1^  df  .both;  though  toleraU[3r--<goQd 

feeling  for  their  fellow-beings,  .tbat  ithegr 
Haust  haspe  a  mötiiie  faB.psnfiqnuiiig'a^ge--- 

jolianoe.  ^matitad  ^  bim>  traitb^  am:  of  ididBe 

x^ppovtUBiiäe&aff  hidotiiöt  votfhecpjvähtly  sümI; 

<iiß,ii|iics|^tai^  tüSiB  arieegtanlc^iiflsMq^ 

after 
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after  he  has  loi^  labauMd  in  vaki  io  pnv 
ducetbem  by  bi«  own  efibrtst 

The  brothfer  of  tbe  laadlord^  thepub- ;. 
liivbcmae h^  ihe wrtetside hod ktdyqfu^ 
ted  hm,  «ad  a  skurdy  gUrl  fiom  a.neigliv 
bauring  viUage  bäd  taken  tb&  place.  Tbe 
girl  was  young  and  merry»  aiid'  Q^orge, 
wfao  su£B»ied  no  dt^ect'  to  eaet^  wbteb 
was  capable  oCprodudiig  hkß  ammaent's 
recreation,  uaed  freqiieiitly  to  $mii»kiimf- 
seif  vfith  ber  in  barmieaa  badinafft.  > 

One  moming,  faappening  to  go  into  thb 
kouse,  wben  she  had.stepped  mit:»  and 
peroemng  tbat  nobody  was^  ai  Itaäie,  k 
mbeiBd  bis.  head  to  gii^  heir  a~£%bt  aet 
bari^etGHii ; «and  fbr  thb  purpaaa be Gon* 
cealed  himself  behhtd  isostia  beiTingobarrels^ 
wbidi  were  fiked  upcm  aaeh  ot^  in  a 
tittie  t^ooRi,  tbat^^mu  äignified%{  tb»  rnkrt^^ 
of  the  beer-'cellatv  «tnd  whic&  eoinintmi-- 
caited'wiÄ  the  Idtcbe».  :  i 

He  had  been'dMytt&i^trailiciitaiB  läs^ 
i^tmk».  'wbdK  fae  ksasd  fisotstepa^snter  tbe 

^mi8e*^»ndi^efcpi]ig  ibiwi^.*«^      Oifotte 

GÜinksy 
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t^hitiks,  of  which  tb^e  werft  several  in  the 
Dld  wainscot  door,  he  saw  tnto  men  Stand- 
ing in  the  kitchen,  who  had  before  been 
pointed  out  to  hioi  as  bdionging  to  a  gang 
of  smugglers,  who  resid^ed  aboat  a  woody 
spot  a  little  higher  up  the  oountry. 

Not  wishing  to  be  aeen  by  th^n  to 
emeige  firoin  hia  present  conoealment»  and 
conjeeturing  that  they  would  only  call  fov 
a  dram,  and  d^art  the  moment  they  had 
drank  it^  he  determined  toremain  insi- 
lence  where  he  was« 

"  House,  house,'*  cried  one  oi  tiiem,  i«- 
stantly  i  and  no  answer  being  retumed  to 
his  call— "  There*s  naebody  ben/'  he  fiaid, 
**  they'll  be  a'  doun  at  the  watemde»  wad 
ril  gang  änd  seek  them.^ 

**  Stop^  stop  a  ininute,^  replied  the  other, 
**  let  US  takö  thvs  opportttnity  tö  speak  a 
few  "^roxds  möre  upon  our  busi^^ 

The  accent  of  the  Speaker  was  perfeetly 
free  froDi  tfaeificottish  dialeet. 

m 

^'  There's  been  words  enooch  spcdcen 
about  it  already»  hasn't  there/'  wtunied 

Ihe 
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the  other;  ''  ye  an'  I  will  find  an  excute 
to  remaiii  <m  shore,  and  oontiive  to  bide 
ourseUs  tili  about  ten  o*dock  at.  nicht,  ahd 
then  proceed  the  cannyest  way  we  can  to 
the  business.** 

"  But  we  shafl  only  be  two,^  rejokied 
the  other,  **  and  have  no  weapons  of  de- 
fence,  except  my  pistols  and  yonr  cutlas8 ; 
äo  you  think  we  shall  be  a  match  for  those 
whöm  we  intönd  to  attac^  ?" 

"Hootr  replied  the  other,  ••  I  could 
be  ä  mateh  för  twenty  sie  as  aiiid  laird 
Christie,  an'  bis  wee  bit  calknt  o' a  servant 
lad ;  and  suirely  ye  cah  manage  the  anld 
wife ;  if  she's  big,  she's  nae  strong,  man  *^ 
and  there's  nane  but  them  three  in  the 
house ;  ah'  gin  they  shriek  their  saulS'  out, 
they  canna  bring  help  wi*  thdr  noise,  for 
there  isn't  anither  body  Udeii  within  half- 
a-mile  o'  the  place." 

"  Well,  well,  if  you  are  satisfled  as  to 
that,**  replied  the  other,  "  I  am  content; 
bat  I  like  to  know  my  ground  in  these 

cases« 
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» 

wmßi'   W^  thiBti»  make;  jrwu  the  Ixense 
fiiir'ifemaiRlag  on  ^ku^  «ad- 


i^*«i«B 


The  girl  entered,  the^  each.dcwk  a  ^Xk 
«f  Virbii^ey,  ^n^^epfirlied;  aiid  George 
Stt^imtn  8t<^;from  tu«  reteeat  imw^a  bjjr 
tlEM^güi  wbHe  abe  b«d  siepped  wtQ  üliet 
umcto  aftoribneot^  üd  thought  no  more  ^ 
the  fright  he  had:  utended  to  giy^ her;  a 
aaatter  of  taudi  gireater  Inportanee.now 
OeOujpl^  hk  mind.*-->^'  They  At  leasfc  i»i 
tNHid  to  alarsa  afid  lob,  p^bapa  to  nwilndeir 
täte  oU' Imrd  and  Im  wifi^,"  h^teesitfffly 
exAämeA ;  ^'  fron  aU  the^e  ills  I  tdU  pre^ 
asrre  them;  bot  tiie  afihirgem^t  öf  m^r. 
fiMüd  IKesUit  must  be  my  rewatAJ' 

He  wand^red  in  thought  along  tberoed/ 
Ke  knew  not  whom  tö  sidieef:  ast  hü  emn« 

* 

{>amon8  in,  the  project^  enterpriae.  -  He 
ipva^  ail^ate  Uiat  he  could  oimmand  William 
M^TaYi«h»  bot  the  despondency  of  t^mSk 
kito  whlch  be  had  soffared  hiatiseif  tb  iivih 
j  might^ 
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ßiighl^.be  &ared,  prove  adrewback  upofi 
that  exertioD  of  counige  which*  would  b« 
re^iired.  o£  hitn  in  the.  appvooching  exp 
ploit.  He  considered  also,  that  althou^ 
the  välmna  bad  spok^n  oiiiy  of  themset^es, 
k  WB&  pa6»Ue  that  they  might  bring  \intk 
tbiem  a  tbvd,^  imd  even  ä  fourth.  adjutant 
of  tbdf  plan ;  and  it  was  neoeuaiyt  he  re^ 
fiected,  to  be  prepored  agaiort  tbe  worst 
He  feltaverse  to  engagtng  any  of  the 
inhabitmits  about  tbe  ]^ß  ia  the  transr 
acüon»  beoause'be  knew  tbe  somg^^rs  tp 
be  a  stsong  party^  violently  atto^hed  tp 
each  other^  aixl  doubted  not  tb^  their  re^ 
sentment,  bowever  obseurdy  dkecte^ 
would  at  some  period  ox  other  fall  1^0 
wy  pi&rson&  who  bad  uxtejrupted  the  pro- 
ceedingsof  tbek  comrades.  Tb^ ^vent  of 
bis  Gcm^ideration  accordingly  iiras«  to  miik^ 
William  M*Tavish,  and  an  Irisb  lad,  who 
was  at  present  a  servant  in  Mr.  Neibit's 
fanpi^  bttt  wfap,wa&  on  the  point  (^  iietun> 
u)g  1$  bis  owi»  eountry^  bis  eorapanions ; 

^iid  bavitig  taken  c^re  to  be  we}I  provid^ 

with 
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with  arms,  it  was  about  eigbt  o^dock  in 
the  evening,  when,  thus  attended,  lie 
rapped  at  the  door  of  laird  Christte's 
house. 

After  a  time  it  was  opened  by  the  laird 
himself,  attended  by  bis  sorant-boy,  bear- 
ing  ä  lamp,  and  watcbed  by  the  prötect 
mg  eyes  of  the  leddie,  who  was  peeping 
into  the  passage  from  the  parlour^doon 

^  Now,  laird,'*  cried  George,  "  you  have 
often  asked  me  to  give  you  a  call,  and  I 
am  come  to  accept  your  invitation ;  not 
yours  indeed  pärticularly,  for  I  am  coöic 
to  have  a  crack  with  the  leddie;  I  have 
hrought  a  fiiend  with  me  to  entertain  you; 
and  that  none  of  the  household  may  be 
sölitary,  here  is  an  honest  young  fdlow, 
whomf  I  will  thank.  you  to  give  a  place  to 
over  your  kitehen  fire,  along  with  your 
flunckie.** 

His  Speech  apj^eared  to  create  surprise, 
but  it  wais  cordially  received,  for  it  häp- 
pened  to  be  an  evening  when  botÄ  th6 
•laird  and  the  leddie  were  in  good-huthour; 

and 
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and  mätters  were  amfiged  as  .George  had 
requested»  by  him^elf  and  bis  firiend  being 
iminediately  ushercid  into  the  parloiir»  and 
the  Irishman  intothe  kitdien. 

When  they  were  seated^-^''  Ye  chopap 
a  Strange  hour  for  yer  walks,  sirs,*"  said 
Mr.  Christie ;  ^  but  we're  no  tbe  less  glad 
to  see  ye.— Guidwife,  what  are  ye  about? 
bring  ben  the  family  Bible^*}  t 

The  guidwife  obeyed;  but  to  the  infi- 
nite merriment  of  George^  the;  yol^nie 
proved  to  be  of  glaäs,  the  dze  a  gaUoii, 
and  the  Contents  whiskey.  There  are  a 
great  many  of  these  famüy  Bibles  in  the 
Highlands ;  but  to  the  credit  of  ita  inha* 
bitants  be  it  said  and  known»  that  there  is 
scarcely  an  instance  among^t  them  of  a 
being  who  does  not,  at  every  becoming 
season,  drink  also  with  reverenee  of  the 

true  volume  of  salvation. 

»      .      . .  «1 

George  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
human  nature  not  to  be  aware  that  an 

•  •  •  • 

abrupt  disdosure  of  the  cause  of  his  visit 
vould  throw  perspns  Uke  his  present  host 

and 


/ 
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iuid  liMtesi  iinaceiistoiiml  to  tbe  ^dtra^ 
«rdkmries  of  Me,  info  a  stftte  of  peltur- 
botioii,  whick  migbt  ^en  pro^e  initnioal 
to  their  own  safety ;  ond'that  (as  an  author 
^9Vüuld  «ay)  -Ae  proper  way  of  Delling  a 
8toty  18  tiie  meahs  of  making  it  ^ecfeive 
to  the  ikiinds  of  othew.  His  fir$t  effort 
^ecordingly  was  tö  keep  up  the  good-hu- 
mour  which  at  present  preVailed, 

^  As  it-istny  fest  visit,"  said  Geofge, 
^  I  am  determined  not  to  go  away  in  a 
hinry ;  sowhsrt  will  yöu  giv^  us  for  sup- 

"  A  HigWafnd  house,"  re{died*  Mrs. 
tShrisfie,  ^  is  nevef  wanting  in  ham  and 
hospitältty.  Bnt  as  if  good  luck  had  pro- 
tided  for  your  coihing,  Tve  as  bonny  a 
dou  tärt  as  ever  ye  aßt  yer  een  on.** 

'*  An'  ye  see,*  said  the.laird,  teplenish- 
ing  their  glasses,  ^there's  nae  want  öf 
leavesl  to  bur  femily  BiWe." 

At  tlie  moment  the  pigeon-ipie  was  pro- 
dtfcing,  George  Sandiman  heard  the  hoase 
cldek  strike  nine ;  and  whetfaer  to  looked 

'  grave 
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gftve  or  not,  iie  bcgm  to  ftdM^ttid  coiii> 
fiidered  h  tine  la  cBsekMse  tlie  t«il  |NBi#iMise 
Q^b»  Visit 

Traer  Wofdg  wet«  n^clr  |>iit  Upon  |Mip€r 
tfam  those  ifi^id)  ibmi  a  {MUrt  ^f  Mt«.  rndi'* 
bald*s  pref&oe  to  the  play  ^  «'  J(An  BuU,'' 
respecting  the  deUght  with  tvMoii  a  Bii- 
thh  aadience  witnes»  a  ^ft  upoa  tlie 
stage ;  tfae  author  of  these  pages  has  per- 
hat» had  ^^  opportimity  of  pro<^g  that 
trui^m  iniich  morefrequinitly  «han  'She  bas, 
and  met  with  oeeasions  tö  oonvincehim» 
that  out  of  the  millicHis  who  ha^  ajqriaxid» 
ed,  to  the  rery  eehö,  Job  Tfeombbity 's  ten- 
pi)tind  gift,  not  one  in  a  thottcaiid  would^ 
in  a  «kBilar  situatimi,  have  grreW  tinj^^nee 
to  reHe^e  a  mueh  more  deserviiig  dhjeet 
tban  a  capridous  and  runaway -dolii '  Sfot 
has'llie  same  sdutad  underotanding,  in  her 
rentepks  on  a  ^otfnedy/  of  \^hich  I  cailnot 
immediately  charge  m^sdf^ith  the^naiile» 
böt'Wbölre  one  of  the  charaeters/ wil^  *tli6 
w$t»^contt¥i^e{3^  M  spell  Phifip  wkheati  Ft 

Ml  oöti€i^n{4  ^ih  Hilf  ^äWarks»  iibd^ 

■ '  1 » ^ .  »•»•  1  A.Ä 

« .  M  .  4 « '.  ^  *  X  lO 
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ta  the^  nmaerous  beg^ffs.  in  our  street$^ 
wkh  ^MHBetfaiDg  like  a  hint^^tbat  öur  na- 
tional  genero8ityHke8betterto.be 8e6n  on 
asufascription  Hst,  tban  todistritMitemanna 
io  the  dark  all^s  of  necessity. 

Bat  my  readers  are  exdaiming»  that 
this  is  irrelevant  to  the  subject  of  my  tale; 
I  heg  their  pardon-r-it  is  the  preface  to  an 
apdogy  which  I  am  about  to  oiGfer  them 
for  adiMippointment  which«  I  appreb^d, 
.they  aregouig  to  expeiienoe ;  for  if  they 
^  as  fohdof  bargain-making  in  the  clo' 
4etf  'ms  they  are  of.  gifts  upon  :the  stage, 
Ibcy  will  indubitably  be  dieappoint^d^ 
,wheii  J.]iiy^ely!info9Ta  tbena  th^at  thjs  laärd 
and^  the :  l^dd^  subßcribed  i^ith  gi-atitude 
jto^  every  condition  offeredto  them  for 
^^r  pliefiervatüm  by  George  Sandiman ; 
•tb$t  the,  yiUaiQS,  wbose  conver^ation  he 
J^  oy^rbeai^'inJ^hemoarning  at  the  pub* 
li{v4iou«f ;  py ,  t\ie  watersidei  made  their 
prc^medH^ted  attaek  upon  the  laird's  fa* 
;Qi|^;;  that,  he;who  ha^i  ^pokf»  In  th^ 
;S^tti«h  diakcfe  waß  ^hot  l^y  i^r^your^ 

Irishman 
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Itisfiman  as  he  entered  the  house;  and 
that  the  other  -nvas  securefd  and  disarmed 
bySandiraan.  * 


CHAPTER  VlIL 


•       • 


No  sooner  had  Sandimäii  secured  his  pri- 
soner,  thäri  the-  man  exclaimed  ^ —  ^  Oh, 
sir— -Mr.  Öandinian !  don't  you  know  me?'* 

"  I  dorft  know,^  replied  Sandiman,  '*  I 
don't  knbw.  On  examining  youfr  features, 
a  strangö  and  uhäccoüntaWe  sensätiota, 
whicb  i  cannot  definej'coüies  to  my  mind  ^ 
— u  ho  are  y o\i  ?» 

'**  1  knolv  yoü  very  well,  I  am  certain;" 
replied  tfce  ofiFender;  "  I  am  sute  your 
name  is  Sandiman.  Don't  you  remem- 
ber  an  officer  whom  you  onee  challenged, 
durln^  fce  Musselburgh  races,  at  the  as^  ' 
semwy-iÖoms  in '"  St.  George's.street;^'  in  ^ 

Edinbiirgii?" 
vol;i.  H  "*  Lieutenant 
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^'  Lieutenant  Malford  of  the  artillery  r 
returned  George :  **  surely  you  carniot  be 
that  man-*-4ind  yet— I  think — I  believe 
you  are  indeed— Büt  to  behold  an  officer 
of  the  British  army  in  this  Situation——'* 

"  An  officer,"  answered  Malford,  **  is 
not  more  exempt  from  misfortune  than 
another  man.  I  have  experienoed  such 
trials  in  my  life  as  only  Heäven  and  my« 
seif  are  acquainted  with.  Oh,  Mr.  Saudi- 
man !  if  you  knew  what  it  was  to  stand 
in  terror  pf  the  eye  of  the  latv-^- — ^ 

He  paused — Sandiman  did  comprdiend 
the  Sensation  to  wMch  he  alluded,  and  be- 
gan  to  feel  pity  for  the  object  before  him 
— pity  for  which  the  stem  voioe  of  justice 
would  have  deemed  him  culpable. 

Sandiman  did  not  speak ;  Malford  pro- 
fited  by  his  silence  for  continuing— *^  Mr. 
Sandiman,.  if  you  would  but  condascend 
to  hear  my  wretched  story,  and  that  I 
might  believe  that  by  its  recital  I  ooti|d 
move  your  heart  to  commiseratioQ~-that 
you  would  intercede  foi  mie  with  those 
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wliom  the  Grod  above  is  my  witness  tfaat 
I  intended  only  to  have  robbed  of  a  small 
sum,  to  redeem  ine  from  the  dreadful  line 
of  life  in  which  I  have  latdy  lived,  and 
restore  me  to  the  happy  ciFcumatancea 
that  now  await  me.  To  express  my  gra- 
titude  would  be  impossii^le-^it  can  only 
be  estlmated  by  those  who*  experience  my 
present  misery."  • 

Sandiman  still  ccmtinued  silent 
"  Which  of  tis/'  continued  Malford, 
''  has  not,  in  the  eourse  of  our  existenoe, 
deviated  ftfim  the  path  which  we  ought 
to  pursue  ?  Whp,  in  the  general  considet- 
ation  of  society,  is  the  good,  the  worthy, 
and  the  virtuous  man  ?  he  who  has  never 
kflown  those  trials  which  overtfarow  the 
fairest  resolutions  of  the  mind,  and  by 
their  aciimony  i^ke  at  the  root  of  prvi^ 
dple.  I  an)  one  of  those  wretched  beings 
--in  God's  name,  hearmeT 

Sandiman's  heart  was  nooved  to  pity ; 
iie  did  consent  to  hear  what  Malford  had  to . 
urge  in  his  defenoe ;  and  by  the  permis^on 
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of  Mr.  Christie  they  retired  to  a  private 
apartment 

^  I  am  a  natural  son/*  Malford  began 
by  sayitig,  *'  and  never  knew  my  father. 
After  hävihg  experienced  all  those  btiffets; 
those  whips  and  stings  of  oöntumely  which 
are  dealt  out  by  the  world  to  sucb  as  lack 
their  natural  protectors,  I  was  placed  in  ari 
inferior  Situation  of  the  army»  tfarough  tbe 
interest/  as  I'und^rstood,  of  some  friends . 
who  knew  me,  although  I  was  never  per- 
mitted  to  know  them,  and  at  the  sanie 
time  mkäb  -aeqtminted^  that  it  was  the 
last  serrice  I  was  ever  to  receive  at  their 
hands.      % 

**  The.youth  who  is  at  an  early  age  left 
to  be  the  guide  of  his  own  conduet,  who 
häs  no  director-of  his  actions,  no  Controller 
of  his^  passions^  should,  for  his  own  secu- 
rity,  pbssess  the  stability  of  at  least  a'man 
of  forty,  to  be  enabled  to  protect  himself 
agaihst  tiie  tmnptations  and  the  snares  of 
the  World;  My  feelings  were  like  thöse' 
of  the«ajori1y  of  mankind— liable  tö  falsa 
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impressions :  the  army  is  by  na  means  a 
school  which  teaches  its  disciples  steadi- 
ness  of  amduct ;  and  I  became  a  votary 
of  pleasures  which  my  means  were  insuf- 
fident  to  Support»  and  which,' under  the 
&Ise  title  of  ei\joynienty  V^ept  my  mind  at 
ccmstant  varianoe  with  itself, 

''  It  is  unimportant  to  the  point  to 
whidi  I  particularly  wish  to  direct  your 
attention,  that  I  should  reeount  ^ny  of 
those  seenes  of  my  Ufe  which  are  uncon* 
neeted  with  that  one  material  event  upon 
which  I  faope  to  awakep  youc  pity^  About 
ayearafter  our  dispute  inEdlnburgh»  I 
became  acquainted  with,  a  young  woman 
of  a  most  aq^iiable  temper  and  engaging 
manners ;  she  was  an  orphan^  livinjo;  in  re- 
tirement,  on  a  very.  slender  annui^,  and 
acquainted  only  with  the  fair-  side  of  hu- 
manity.  I  considelPed  that  in  a  connexion 
with  such  a  woman  I  might.  »daim  my- 
seif  from^  all  my  past  ercors,  aad  taste  a 
new  happiness  in  doniestic  oomfoH.  I 
applied  myself  strenuoudy  to :mgßgß  her 
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affections ;  I  succeeded,  and  led  her  to  thc 
altar. 

"  We  all  naturaDy  endeavour  to  plead 
an  excuse  fbr  the  vice  which  bas  been  tbe 
rock  of  our  de&truction ;  but  I  trulv  be- 
lieve  "that  every  evil  propensity  may  be 
more  easily  conquered  than  a  gamester's 
lust ;  the  passion  once  admltted  to  the 
heart,  lurks  in  the  blood,  and  so  strongly 
inoorp<»^tes  itself  with  the  system^  tliat 
the  venom  can  only  be  expunged  wxth 
the  life.  From  these  few  words  you  may 
gather>  that  as  a  husband  I  became^  in 
every  lAstance^  a  reformed  man,  with  the 
exception  of  play. 

"  About  the  time  that  my  wife  was  ex- 
pected  to  give  birth  to  our  iirst  Infant»  I 
was-sent  from  Newhaven,  where  I  had 
before  beenstationed,  upon  the  recruiting 
Service,  and  not  deeniing  it  safe  for  her  to 
travel,  I  left  her  in  the  lodging  we  had  in- 
habited  in  Leith. 

"  It  is  one-of  the  cruelties  of  our  nature, 
at  least  one  of  tbe  trials  which  Providence 
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has  ordained  us  to  struggle  with,  that  an 
instant  decides  the  fate  of  man.  Oh,  IVfr. 
Sandiman,  were  it  possible  that  action 
could  be  as  slow  as  the  recoUection  which 
succeeds  it,  how  many  a  wretch  wöuld 
have  been  spared  the  pangs  which  I  have 
endured! 

"  In  the  town  where  I  was  quartered, 
Cards  were  the  fävourite  amusement  of 
the  inhflbitants^  I  had  before  needed  no 
spur  to  my  disposition  for  play,  but  this 
proved  a  fresh  stinmlus  to  my  natural  in- 
dination,  and  drove  me  to  the  verge  of  a 
predpio^  liy  making  me  the  loser  of  a  sum 
which  it  was  impossrble  for  me  ever  to 
solve.  The  man  who  had  won  it  of  me 
professed  to  be  my  fnend,  and  proposed 
that  the  oMigation  should  be  cancelled  by 
my  marrying  his  daughter.  I  did  raarry 
her,  and  became  a  second  time  a  husband. 
I  have  too  good  an  opinion  of  your  setise, 
Mr.  Sandiman,  to  suppose  that  you  will 
ask  me  why  I  did  so.  'The  idiot  asks 
why  it  rains  ?     It  is  a  part  of  that  dispen- 
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sation  oyer  which^  the  veil  of  obscurity  is 
at  present  drawn ;.  it  is  a  secret  a§  impene- 
tiable  as  unl^Doited.  If  we  cojuld  answer 
rchy  we  did  as  we  have  dooe,  ^eqüestion 
lyould  be  irrelevant ;  for  if  we  had  taken 
suffident  reflection  to  be  prepared  for  tbe 
w%,  the  deed  itself  would  never  l^vebeen 
committed. 

"  Well,  sir,  true  it  is  indj^  tJiat  if 
men's  evil^eeds  are  ijot  written  $j3i:l9;a$s, 
their  Viees  ar0  souttded  with  a  bi^^Qn 
trump ;  my  misfortune^  or  my  qiiiie»  eall 
it  which  you  ^leoae,  for  it  \ros  bpt}i  to  tne, 
was  i^Qop  bSazoned  to  tibte ,  world^  ^^  \ß 
avpid  the  retributive jb^nd  of  justtc^i  I  ^f& 
eompelled  to  jBy  $oßi/ety.  IKstracti^  in 
my  ideajB,  I  took  my  way  tp  Grwecfncfck, 
intending  tp  enter  |nto  the  sein^ic^  of ;  Ihe 
eea.  Whilst  sltt^ng  in  a  »jeaii  pul^c- 
^house,  ov^rwMmed  lyiü»  ^yd^  ^^^  al- 
mpst  UQConsjQious  of  existenoe,  I  was 
aroused  from  my  lethwgy  of  tlioUght  by 
a  yoice  addressing meby  i^y  ow^  nmi^. 
I  raisß<}[  Qiy  eyes  tQ  the  Speaker;  f^  leeog- 
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niseä  in  bis  oounteaanoe  a  deserter  ftom 

tbe  regiment  to  whidi  I  had  beloAged. 

He  informed  me,  tfaat  sinoe  bis  desertion 

be  bad  been  one  of  a  gang  of  smugglers 

wbo  resided  dear  Locb  Lomond.     I  in 

xötum  aoquainted  bim  witbmy  unbappy 

ease,  and  at  bis  invitation  jcxiQed  tbe  band. 

He  was  the  man  to  wbose  existenoe  one  o£ 

your  oompraioiis  tbia  nigbt  put  a  pcriod.. 

''  I  am^  now  come  tO'  tbat  part  öf  my 

Short  bfstory  wbicb  explain»  the  disgrace^ 

M  tnmsaetl6n>  tbat  has  made  me  your  pri- 

soner«    In  my  regiment  was  a  corporal«  a^ 

man^  wbo,.  wh^i,  in  the  ranks^  had  bpea 

my  servant,  whoia  I  bad&ujsd  oonfiden-- 

tid,  and  with  whpit^,  on  my  ^mtting  so- 

deiy,  I  entered  into  a  compact  that  he* 

shouid  take^  every  opportunity  of  giting, 

me  informadoii  respecting.  tbe*  two  unfor* 

tunate  teings  wbo  callied  me  busiiand^ 

'^^My  first  wüfib  I  kwed^  I  adored;,  för 
my  seeond  I  only  sorrowed^  tibat  deatiny 
bad  Imited  her  fate  witb  mine;:  she  faadl 
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jiot  the  same  infiuence  over  my  feelings, 
nor  did  I  appear  to  receive  from  her  that 
affection  wbich  is  bestowed  on  the  obgect 
of  her  chdee  by  the  woman  who  really 
loves.  ' 

**  About  a  week  ago  I  reeeived  a  letter 
from  my  oonfidant,  jnfonning  me  that 
iny  second  wife  was  dead.  It  was  now,  ef 
course,  at  my  Option  to  retum  to  the  world, 
and  I  immediately  resolved  to  do  so,  *  and 
antidpated  with  an  almost^nexpressible 
joy  my  reunion  with  her  who  possessed 
my  heart.  But  t  had  not  th&means  of  re- 
turning  toher  with  a  creditable  appear- 
ance ;  my  associatiön  with  the  smugglers 
had  only  produced  me  the  neeessaries  af 
life,  and  my  «oul  recöiled  at  the  idea  of  en- 
tering Edinburgh,  where  my  wife  was 
residing,  and  consequently  appearing  at 
the  lodgings  which  she  was  inhabiting»  in 
the  mean  attire  in  which  you  bow  see 
ma 

'^  I  imparted  my  feellngs  to  htm  who 
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fs  tiow  110  more,  and  he  devised  the  plan 
for  relieying  my  neces^es  which  has 
caused  the  termination  of  his  own  exist- 
enoe,  and  added  an  additional  guilt  to^ 
mine.  Here,  sir,  coneludes  my  wretched 
tale ;  and  as  the  only  proof  that  I  can  pro- 
duoe  ta  you  of  its  validity,  do  me  the  fa* 
▼our  to  read  the  letter  sent  to  me  by  my 
corporal  with  the  intelligence  of  my  Se- 
cond  wife^  deathi^ 

Whifet  speaking,  he  took  the  letter 
from  his  podcel^  and  placed  itin  Sandi« 
man's  hand ;  the  contents  were  these:^— 


**  Last  Thursday,  which  is  the 
market-day  at  Dalkeith,  I  was  sent  to  that 
town  with  a  small-  party  of  our  meh  to  re- 
eruit  In  the  coiirse  of  the  aftemoon,  I 
saw  a.funeral  going  to  the  churchyard,. 
and  Iriqüiring  whose  it  was,  was  informed 
that  it'was  Mrs^  Malford's,  the  sister  of 
Mr.  L^wison,  the  shoemaker ;  I  ccmsidered 
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it  iny  duty  to  lose  no  time  in  ^vmg  you 
this  infbraiiittan;  and  reaudn^  dt» 

<'  Yaun  taeommund, 

••  John  Fsazee.** 


Thepaperff^  fitm  t^d  hm)ds  af  San- 
diman.  An  emotic»^  dfc^adfiil  to  tke  eyes 
of  bis  companion,  toök  pos^esMont-  of  hfe; 
features.  '^Villain,  ra^cdl,  seoondrdr 
^acälated  G€<n'ge,  ^^there  isnotaname 
Imd  enough  to  call  thee  by;  if  Beatarice 
Lewisob  was  thy  viotim  T  !         . 

In  astonishment  Malford  ccmfessed  the 
truth;  and  a  few  sentences  explained  the 
Situation  in  which  they  ^  stood  to  each 
othef. 

''  I  kno^  my  doom  tha:)^''  said  Mal- 
ford; '*aU  my  hopes  of  m^icy  ai«  cfdk  an 
end;  Wt  niy  fute  prooeed^^veat  |ne  as  the 
criminal  I  am  f '  /  ^  l  ; 

^'M!^o,  »r/  replied  Sandin^ftn ;  /5 1  .iiHyil 
treat  you  a$  becomes  the  respeet  I  |bd  fin* 
the  memp^  of  IQ^atriioe  J^ewiso^j^  i.¥rÜl 
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])0t  indiot  BS  a  crimina}  the  man  who  has^ 
bad  the  facmoar  of  cdHng  her  wife.  Howt- 
vrff  yoa  have  dkgraced  your  commission^ 
you  bave  bMH  an  offieer;  that  title  in- 
dudes  tbe  ^ntleman^  and  a$  such,.  fi>r  her 
sake^  I  wffl  meet  yoti  on  equal:  terms«  My 
{ttstola  aie  xeady  at  liand^— y  ou  cannot  rais- 
take  me»  and  you  shait  have  your  ehoice»**^ 

Mal^fcffd  oofoid^oSkr  no  objeetlon  to'th«: 
terma  inroposed»  and  it  was  deteräniined- 
tlmt  as  MaHbrd  had  no  -frien^  »car,  they 
ämilä  hoth  be  tmattenided  by  seconds. 
The  day  was  aiready  be^nhiog  to  dawn ;. 
Sttodlomn  disraiaA^  the  iriah  hÄ;  and 
ealling  MTaVish  mto  the  apartment,  in* 
fbrn^  Mm  of  what  had  passed. 

William  feil  an  his  knees,.  and  elasped; 
the  bands  of  8aQdimaR;in  faia*-^*^  Oh  my 
fiiend^  my  &ther  l  my  every  thing  upon< 
tlia'^arth !  ob  do  mit^  da  not  expose  yonr-^ 
Helf  to  tbe  pmsdMKty  of  oomfilitting  mur- 
.dec!  if  Um  mta  ia  guiity,:  aa  indeed  w^^ 
ktiQV  ;he  18^*  stuDender  hitn  to  the  punish» 
menb'  q£lSbeiVm;  do^Bot  st$diiv;^our  pwn' 
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iiands  with  bloodL  Oh,  Geologe,  deat 
Georgei  saye  your  Söul  Mve  to  meet  the 
Xord  withoui  tremUiqg  at  the  last  day ! 
Think  of  your  Bifale.;/  io»  it  jfi6t  t^l 
you  that  God  made  man  in  bis  ovn  knage? 
ahd  cao:  3^0,.  would  yon^  dave  t&^  direct  a 
weapon  of  dealh  at  the  ima^  c/t  yeva 
MakerP 

.  '^  My  purpo®e  is  fixed,^  cried  Saiiidiman, 
**  and  by  tbe  etetnal  GcmI,  you  ^all  iwt 
ahake  me  froni  itP 

**  Permil  taey  young  mani'*  said  Mai- 
iiiid,  addrasmig  William,  *^  to  srpeak^  a 
feiv  wwd^to  yonr  pedbapa  theyare  alifiosit 
my  last  on  earth;  {  hat^  heärd  that  yoti 
are  an  Edinburgh  man;  you  will  iVkJefy 
«aoa  retum  thitlier;  I  iiave  thene  a  wife 
whom^  I  love-r-no  matter  how  ddarfy^: 
but  it  would'  ba  a  satis&ction/  to  me  in 
dieath  for  her  to  be'made  aoquäinted  that 
X  died  in  the*  saine  affiBottonf  fw  heir  ki 
>w4ia^I  fived ;.  mid  sbouldlifall  -m'  the  efi- 
eoünter  whkb  is  afabut  to  take  pttioe,  in- 
duJge  adyiing/mati  by^infiimung^  her  of 
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my  fate;  and  as  a  pledge  that  you  are  in« 
deed  the  messenger  of  hiin  wbom  she 
loved,  bear  her  this  token,  the  iirst  gift  of 
her  alfection  for  me.** 

He  took  a  handsome  silver  watch  from 
l^is  pocket,  and  putting  it  into  William's 
hand,  said— »''  Mrs.  Malford  lives  in  Leith- 
wynd ;  if  she  is  not  immediately  found  by 
that  appellation,  her  maiden  nsme  vvil}^  in 
that  neighbourhood  quickly  discover  her 
to  you ;  ask  for  Jannet  Smith." 

"  It  is  my  Jannet  I  It  is  my  Jannet ! 
It  is  my  own  poor  Jannet  Smith!"  ex- 
daimed  William,  and  feil  half-senseless 
into  the  arms  of  Sandiman. 

Greorge  took  advantage  of  his  temporary 
estrangenient  from  thought,  and  bore  him 
into  the  apartment  where  the  laird  and  his 
wife  were  seated,  and  entreating  them  to 
take  Gare  of  his  friend,  as  he  had  something 
of  importance  to  discnss  with  the  prisoner, 
he  took  the  opportunity  to  quit  the  house 
with  Malford,  unobserved  by  William. 

In  the  course  of  a  few  minutes  the  tears 

which 
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whidi  bad  sfaeeamed  fiom  tfae  eye»  of  Wil- 
Eam  had  idieved  his  heart,.  and  starting 
hastily  op^  he  asked  fiir  hia  inend.  '*  He 
is  gone  awi^  whh-  tlie  ^soner,!*  wasf  the 
answer. 

^  Geotge!  George !  George  T  exclaimed 
WüUieun,  witlHmt  intenni9siön,.and  rushed 
eut  of  the  house,  in  sfite  of  every  effoit  to 
KtajR  hm.  within  it. 
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CHAPTER  IX; 


William  ran  along  the  road  leading  to 
Mr.  Nesbit's  &nn ;  he  had  not  pxoceeded 
&r  when  the  report  öf  a  pistol  strack  bis 
ear.  With  a  palpitating  heart  he  turned  bis 
eyes  to  tfae  direction  irom  wlüeh  the  sound 
had  proceeded,  and  in  a  few  secouds  jper- 
edyed  George  Sandiman  to  vrise  from  a 
sand-pit  by  the  side  of  the  road.       . 

They  flew  to  meet  eadb  <dberl-~^  Mal- 
ford U  dead^'^.said  Gec»rgö. 

"  Oh  George»  niy  friend^  my  life  l  bow 
could  you  bring  your  naind  to  commit 
murder?'* 

fit  was  not  tnurdei^"  replied  George; 
^  we  tuet  npon  equal  terms,  and  the  läws 
of  honour  authorize  aU  that  has  passed  be*^ 
tween  us." 

"But  faonesty  and  the  werd  of  God 

cannot 
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cannot  authorize  it,**   replied  WiUiam; 
•*  oh  George,  George !  you  are  a  lost  man.** 

George  afiected  stemnesis,  and  replied— 
*'  Nonsense !  my  heart  justifies  the  aetion 
of  my  band;  but  I  must  leave  fhis  part  of 
the  country ;  for  as  we  had  no  seconds,  and 
consequently  no  evidence  of  our  conduct, 
if  I  remain  here,  I  shall  be  aiccused  of  mur- 
der,  and  arrested  to  anjswer  the  accnsa- 
tion.** 

"I  heard  the  report  of  only  one  pistol," 
Said  William. 

*^  No,  no^  kis  missed  fir^'^  replied 
George ; .  '^  and  tfaat  arcumstancö  in  a 
oourt  of  justice  would  strengthen  the  sus- 
picion  of  my  having  treated  him  disho- 
nourably-— «  reflection  which  knpels  nie  to 
move  from  haice  immediately."  Jie  fixed 
bis  Piercing  and  animated  eye  on  Wil- 
liam, and  proeeeded  speaking  thus — "  Wil- 
liabi, I  Ikdyentüred  life  and  reputatkxn  for 
bim  who  was  most  dear  »to  ypu ;  will  you, 
at  this  instant,  at  this  most  critieal  mo- 
ment  of  my  exittence,  desert  me?''  - 

The 


-,' 


163 

The  tender  heart  of  William  dissolv^ 
itsdf  in  tears— "  George,**,  he  said,*  *'  the 
spirit  of  my  honoured  father  rises  to  my 
view,  and  makes-  me  yours^  and  yours 
only;  do  with  nie  as  you  will." 
'  George  pressed  him  to  h\a  bosotii,  and 
in  a  tone  of  voice  whieh  shewed  the  natn- 
ral  buoyancy  of  his  spirits  -to  be  reviving, 
he  Said — *^  Ye8,  Malford  i%  dead,  and  I 
have  revenged  my  dear  Beatriee  P 

•'  Oh,  George,*'  said  WiHiara,  **  I  hope, 
if  you  escape  the  retributive  hand  of  jus- 
tice in  the  present  instance,  you  will  de- 
vote the  remainder  of  3^ur  daya  to  inak- 
ing  your  peace  with  Heaven." 

"I  have  never  omitted  to  say  my 
prayers  moming  and  evening  for  the  last 
ten  years,"  said  George. 

**  But  if  your  actions  tfarough  Üie  day 
contradiet  your  prayers,"  said  WIEiam. 

"  Pshaw !"  cried  George,  **  drop  the 
subject  just  now;  I-beg  of  you." 

"  How  I  bless  my  God  that  I  am  more 
innocent  than  him  I  call  my  friend  T*  re- 

flected 
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flected  Williafi),  and  devoted  liimself  to 
act  undi^  the  guidance  of  ihe  prätendedly 
Ivtppy,  but  truly  souUwrang  Sandiraan. 

They  jeadhed  Greenock,  William  suh- 
mitting  himself  in  every  respect  to  the  wUl 
of  bis  ftiend,  It  was  evening  wlien  they 
«rriyed  there,— **  I  wond^r  whether  we 
we  too  late  for  the  last  coech  to  Paisley," 
Said  Sandbnan ;  ^  go  fuid  ask  what  it  is 
tfclock;^ 

^  I  csm  tdl  y ou,"  »plied  WiDiam ;  "  y ou 
know  I  have  Malford's  watch;  it  is  t^ 
minutes  past  seven.  Oh,  Greorge!  how 
shall  I  ev&  be  able  to  deliver  iip  this 
Charge  to  Jaimet  Smitb?  To  be  sure  I 
never  spoke  to  her  of  love,  but  I  tbought — 
I.thoü^t  tint  circumstances  must  have 
divulged  my  sentimeots  tofaer.*' 

"  Did  yoü  think  you  wcre  wise  enough 
to.  kiibw  a\  woman's  inclination,  or  to 
trust  toher  ßdelity»  if  you  had  known  it  ?" 
ejaculatedSandiman:-  *\  William,  you  are 
a  damned  Vool." 

It  was .  the  first  oath  that  Wäliam  häd 

ever 
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eY&  heard  bis  friend  utter  willi  any  de^ 
gfee  of  energy,  and  he  said-— ••  Whjr, 
George,  you  have  ventured  your  life  for  a 
wtoman  ?*' 

*^  Yes,  and  I  suppose  I  shall  in  the  end 
be  hanged  for  a  woman,**  replied  George ; 
"  and  depend  upon  it,  if  ever  it  happens, 
I  shall  derive  more  pity  from  my  own 
sex  than  theirs;  for  they  are  a  set  of 
devils,  that  think  that  too  much  ean  never 
be  done  for  them.** 

"  You  are  very  harsh,''  replied  WiHiam ; 
"  tut  I  pity  you,  for  you  are  rendered 
such  by  eirenmstances." 

"  You  are  a  fool,  I  teil  you  again,**  re- 
joined  George ;  **  what  serviße  has  yoür 
dear  Janhet  Smith  ever  rendered  you  ? 
What  affection  has  she  ever  shewn  you, 
that  you  should  be  in  thi$  agitation  about 
delivering  her  a  watch  that  belonged  to 
another  fellow,  whom  she  liked  better 
than  you?" 

^*  I  never  told  lier  that  I  loved  her^**  re- 
plied 
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pUed  Williaitia,  '^and;therefore  she  can- 
not  be.blained  for  having  formed  another 
connesdon.'' 

"  Never  told  her !"  echoed  George ;  "  the 
love  that  requires  explanation  is  no  love 
atall,  in  my  opinion.  Real  love  in  si- 
lence  estimates  the  feelings  of  the  heart 
which  insphres  and  returns  the  passion ; 
but  I  am  chafed  by  mlsfortune,  very  ill  to 
please  just  now,  and  as  likely  to  curse  you, 
whom  I  love  best  of  all  created  beings,  as 
to  bleas  you:  so  drop  the  subject;  don't 
talk— «hold  your  tongue." 

They  proeeeded  from  Greenock  to  Glas- 
gpw,  and  from  thence  to  Edinburgh. 
"  Oh  Heaven !"  exclaimed:  William,  "  am 
I  pnce  more  in  that  city  whöpe — — ^" 

"  And  am.  I/*  ejaculated  George,  with 
an  unusual  degree  of  agitation,  ''  in  that 
city  where— ^you  know  jvhat  I  mean, 
William— if  they  catch  me  at  aH,  it  will 
sa ve  them  and  me  a  deal  of  trottble,  by 
trying me  fbr  two  ofifences  at  once.'* 

They 
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They  häd  taken  up  their  dbode  at  an 
inn  in  Nichöhon-street.— "  Doii't  you 
think,"  Said  William,  **  that  we  shauld 
be  less  liable  to  requisition  in  a  retired 
village?^ 

"  By  no  means,"  said  George ;  **  popu« 
lous  places  are  always  most  eligible  for  se- 
curity.*' 

But,  alas!  his  axiom  proved  vain ;  he 
was  arrested  for  the  murder  of  Malford, 
and  William  was  likewise  detained  a  pri- 
sonen  ^*  I  confess  myself  guilty  in  the 
eyes  of  the  law,"  said  Sendiman,  *'  though 
my  conscience  acquits  me ;  but  why  is  my 
friend  detmaed  ?** 

"  is  not  the  property  of  the  .deceascid 
fqund  on  his  person  ?**  said  the  oiBcer, 

"Oh;*  exclaimed  William^  "  if  this 
watch ;  is.  the  ohg^  which  draws  upon 
me  the  s^spidoil  of  guilt,  hear  me  ex« 
plaiii   ■    ■»*" 

But  iraioeence  cannot  .always  dress  its 
inculpabiUty  in  thos^  woüds  which  move  . 
tlie.  feelings  of  the  law;  and  they  were 

both 
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faoth  *  examijied,  änd  committed  m  the 
murderers  and  despoilers  df  tbe^Iate  liea« 
tönant  Malfbrd.    : 


CHAPTER  X. 


They  were  tried  and  cöndemned.  There 
is  no  wall  so  thick  through  which  a  bnbe 
i;<^illnötpenetrate.  Aföw  Shillings,  adroitly 
delivered  to  one  of  the  gaolers,  produced 
William  the  presence  of  Janhet  Sniith.-~ 
"  JanneV  he  exclaimed/  ^  perhaps  you 
dön't  »emember  me.  Ydu  never  loved 
me;  but,  bad  as  ever  yoii  may  have  been, 
I'cannot  reprove  you:  but  oh,  Jahnet,  wKy 
t^as  that  öfficer  your  husfaattd?  Why  was 
not  William  M'Tavish  yöiir  husbärid  r^' 

**  William,",  replied  Jännet,  ••  i  can 
scarcely  speak ;  my  tongue  is  tied  iffri' 
niisery.  Oh,  William,  WiUiam !  wheii- 1 
was  in  London  wi'  my  puir  mither  that^ 

lang 
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lang  syiie  deed  an  gane,  gin  p^d  spoke  a 
Word  o'  kindnesB.  to  me  tben,  and  only 
Said,  Jannet  Smith,  will  ye  be  mine  ?  I 
would  hae  said,  that  I  will,  William,  wi' 
heai-t  and  soul,  fbf  ever  and  ever,  and  then« 
William,  how  happy  we  twa  midit  hae 
been !" 

**  I  never  had  but  one  positive  wish 
upon  earth,  Jannet;  it  was^  to  see  you  a 
happy  woman,  and——** 

"  William,**  replied  Jannet,  "  my  whole 
soul  is  yours--^t  is  yonr  soiiL  If  judg- 
ment  were  passed  upon/me  at  this  mo« 
ment,  I  die  m&  live  fbr  yon  only.*' 

^*  Jannet,**  said  William,  endettvouring 
to  command  composure  of  voice,  "  why 
did  you  marry  Malford  ?'* 

"  Oh,  my  William !  for  I  will  say  mine, 
for  you  were  mine  at  the  first  formatioii 
o*  our  young  ideas,  had  ye  seen  the  tears 
that  accompanied  me  to  the  altcr^ — the 
wretchedne$s  that  shook  my  frame,  wher, 
at  the  entreaties  o'  my  dy ing  mother,  .Mal. 
ford  took  me  to  his  roarriage  bed.    Sut 

vo^.  I.  I  here. 
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bere,  in  tl^  heart  o'  a  prison,  where  the 
eye  of  God  penetrates,  but  may  not,  from 
its  omniscienoe,  see  occasion  to  rcrli^vp— 
here  will  I  confess,  that  if  Malf0r)l  was 
my  husband,  my  dear  William  was  the 
possessor  o*  my  heart.** 

"  You  should  have  considered  that,  my 
dear  Jannet,  b^fore  you  form^  a  connex- 
ion  with  Malford." 

**  William,"  retumed  Jannet,  "  Hea- 
ven  bles&  you,  William !  Ferhaps  tbe  kiss 
that  I  now  place  on  your  cheek  is  an  in- 
dignity  to  your  c|iaraeter ;  but  oh,  patdon 
me !  for  you  know  what  my  feelin|^  are 
at  the  moment." 

V  I  ever  did  lore  you,  and  do  love  y ou 
above  all  the  rest  of  the,  Worid ;  but  when 
my  poor  father  wag  ■  why  did  yow  tum 
from  me  as  you  did  at  that  moin^nt  ?** 

*'  Turn  from  you !  I  would  have  died 
forye;  but  I  coiild  na;e  bear  to  fc^l  you 
that  yer  faither  was  in  the  po\f er  o'  ^ 
hangman.". 

A  Short  and  emphatic  silence  ensued**-: 

V^Harkr 
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"  Hark!"  siii4  Jannet;  **  my  love,  my 
William,  dinna  ye  ken  for  whät  that 
beU  is?  Ye  ken  that  yer  fated,  yer  con- 
demiied!  Tfae  höur  is  come  whan  ye 
maun  pay  the  debt  that  natune  iiequires 
o'yer 

William  ll^tened ;  he  heard  the  passing 
beU — **  It  18  indeed  tolling,"  he  aaid. 

''  And  God  Alnoiigbty  aend  it  may  be 
yer  passport  to  heaven  r  cried  Jannet. 

The  oelis  of  the  prisoners  were  ae* 
parate — '*  Where  is  George  ?  let  me  see 
my  dear  George,**  säid  William;  **  let 
tne  behold  htm  ohce  more  before  our 
eternal  sepatation.  I  entrcsat  to  ace  George 
Sandiman.** 

A  long,  a  dreadfül  $ilehce  prevailed. 
Jannet  was  not  calied  upoh  to  quit  the 
priaon,  and  the  universal  atillness  which 
reigaed  exacted  firom.  thoae  wbo  wittieased 
it  a  degree  of  afitxmiahment  and  terror 
which,  they  w«re  unaWe  to  define. 

At  length  i^  gaoler  entering  the  place, 

i2  aaid— 
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aaid-— ^  Weel,  Mister  Sandiman  is  awa 
to  his  lang  baitn.*' 

WiUiam  uttered  a  loud  sfariek,  and 
«xclahned--^^  What  \  is  my  dear  George 
deadr 

"  Yes,"  retumed  the  man ;  •'  the  folk« 
lay  that  ye  ougbt  tx)  hae  dhared  his  fate ; 
but  tbat's  nae  businefts  o'  mine ;  and  «s  to 
yö\x,  madam,^  addressing  Jaiinet,  ^  march 
olf,  gin  y^  please ;  we  dinna  tpuntenanoe 
ony  dnigtails  here;  so  walk  yer.  body  äff 
as  söon  as  ye  please." 

William  sunk  ön  the  floor— •^JannetiT 
he  Said,  >'  we  are  dead  alive;  they  ein  in^. 
jfire  US  no  ferthen  Heaven  bless  you !  and 
may  yöü  never  behold  another  wretch  lik^ 
William  M^Tavtsbr 

Jannet  uras  hurried  out  of  the  priaon» 
and  William  sunk  upon  his  bed  of  «tijaw, 
i-eflecth)g  oiily  on  tlie  fate  of  his  revei^ 
friend  George.  It  was  dmrk  night;  no 
ray  of  comfort  beamed  Upon  the  pritoia ; 
he  lay  restless  on  hb  unrefteidiing  bed. 

.    The 
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Tbe  door  of  his  prison  creaked  upoh  its^ 
hinges;  a  &int  and  gUmmering  light  calU 
ed  him  to  a  srase  of  existence  i  he  raUed 
his  eyes  at  the  sound,  and  bebeld — judge 
the  fedings  öf  William  when  he  beheld 
—his  fathtf • 

"  Author  of  my  being,  can  you  be 
alive^  and  witnessing  me  at  this  instant !'' 
exclumed  Williani. 

The  eyes  of  Archibald  M.*Tavishj  for 
Ardubald  M'Tavish  indeed  it  was  who 
noir  contemptited  hia  disconsolate  son, 
flashed  wkh  an  emotion  dreadful  yet  OQn-> 
solatory  to  the  feelings  of  him  to  whom  it 
was  direeted 

*•  Are  you,^  said  Archibald,  •*  the  pri- 
^ner  wha  should  hae  been  hang^  this 
day,  bttt  got  the  r^rieve  ?** 

"  And  are  you,*^  replied  William,  "  my 
father,  aiidalive?  Oh!  by  what  means 
was  your  pPBservation  eflfected  ?•* 

His  Short  story  was,  that  Archibald, 
after  the  unsnccessful  attempt  of  th^  exe* 
wfioner  to  deprive  him  of  that  existence 
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^hich  the  law  had  condemhed  hiih  fo 
forfeit,  had  been  pardoned,  ön  the  con« 
dition  of  his  consenting  to  become  the  fu* 
ture  executioner  of  the  city.     ^ 

George  Sandimati  had  died  by  the  hand 
of  liim  whose  life  he  had  preserved.  Fare- 
well,  George!  may  thy  deeds  be  register- 
.ed  in  that  book  over  which  the  recordhig 
angel  drops  the  tear  of  semibtlity;  andoh, 
Jannet !  may  thy  ignorance  of  life,  and  thy 
unacquaintance  witli  the  rules  o£  sodety, 
furnish  thee  with  a  safe  passport  to  those 
harbours  where  the  sbipwreeks  öf  life 
nevet  occur.  '  - 

The  sentence  of  William  had  been 
changed  from  death  to  transportation  ibr 
life.—«  At  length  then,"  said  William, 
"  my  little  fortune  is  öf  use ;  it  will  serve 
to  transport  my  father  and  my.dear  Jan- 
net into  exile,  as  the'  compani6ns  of  .my 
niisfortune.  Cheer  up,  dear  father !  löse 
no  time  in  informing  Jannet  of  my  ihien- 
tions.  I  think  Frovidence  faa8  yet  happi- 
ness  in  störe  for  us.    It  is  the  same  God  , 

who 
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who  made  Bfitaiii  and  Botany  Bay.  No 
cbange  of  dime  can  reinove  us  from  his 
benign  protection.  Great  God  !  thy  will 
be  done." 

Read,  read,  ye  sons  and  daughters  of 
prosperity,  who,  if  ye  think  at  all,  vainly 
think  that  the  course  of  life  was  made  for 
you  to  glide  smootlily  over  at  your  will ; 
for  your  own  sakes  correct  youir  ideas,  and 
blasplieme  not  your  Maker,  by  daring  to 
suppose  that  an  unerring  God  can  have 
prejudice  for  his  creatures.  If  you  are 
more  blessed  than  those  against  whom  the 
worldly  scale  of  hunaan  felicity  prepon- 
derätes,  think  not  that  ye  are  the  greatet 
fiivourites  of  tlie  Divinity;  but  judge 
hunably  that  he  estimates  you  unwortliy 
of  the  trials  which  assail  those  whom  you 
consider  your  infeiiors  in  beatitude.  Every 
tear  shed  by  the  heart  which  is  worthy, 
but  unfortunate,  will  be  a  gem  in  the  per- 
petual  crown  which  is  promised  hereafter, 
and  every  benefit  permitted  to  the  indo- 
lent and  unacknowledging  nurslings  of 

l4    .  terrestrial 
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terrestiial  ease,  a  scorpion  in  their  hearts 
teyond  the  grave. 
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TO  THE  READER. 


Of  the  subsequent  tale,  the  author  caii 
only  say,  as  of  the  foregoing  one,  that  it 
38  Ibunded  upon  absdute  fact ;  imd  that 
he  is  certain  that  there  are  numbers  in  ex-- 
istenoe  who  can  testify  his  assertion. 
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iVife,  the  Mistresst  and  tJte 

Friend. 


CHAPTER  L 


Amei^ia  Woodville  was  beloved  by  mai)| 
woman,  and  childi  and  we  may  venture 
to  assert  that  she  was  also  beloved  l^y  Hea«r 
ven,  fpr  whom  the  Lord  loveth  the  Lomjl 
diasteneth»  and  severe  were  the  earthly 
trials  experienced  by  Araelia  Woodville, 
An>eliß  was  the  inotherless  daughter  of  a 
father  who  idaüzed  her  as  his  only  cjiild ; 
sbe  was  amiable  and  accomj^l^ ;  she 
wßs  beautiful  without  beingconsdous  that 
sbe  possessed  charms»  and  elegant  without 

studying 
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studying  to  appear  so. .  Her  father  sup- 
ported  a  superior  establishment,  and  vras 
well  khown  to  be  possessed  of  a  handsome 
pcop^ty,  whidi  must  ujdivisibly  devolve 
opoh  her  at  \ns  Seath  ;  and  tHu^  ailviit- 
tageously  gifted  t>y  Dittüre  and  by  fortune, 
at  air  ^early  age-  nufnevoiis  were  tba-  sup- 
pliants  fbr  ber  band. 

Tbe  compact  wbicb  existed  betWeen 
Amelia  and  her  father  was,  that  she  sliould 
never  marry  in  Opposition  to»  bis  will,  and 
that  he  in  retum  would  never  compel  her 
into  matrimony  qontrary  to  her  inclina- 
faon.  Anoielia  had  ättained  her  tWentieth 
year,  nnmoved  by  tfce  shafts  of  lovej  or  tbe 
entxeaties  of  lovers,  when  that  blind  fate 

o 

whidi  19  universally  allowed'to  be  tbe  di- 
rector  of  marriage,  ihtroduced  to  her  ac^ 
quaintetnce  a  gentlemanher  equd  alike  iii 
intuation;  in  person,  and  in  tbe  ad  van* 
tages  whicb  result  from  edaca^on,^  aind  an 
habitual  intercourse  with  refined  societyv 
The  lieart  of  Amelia  Woodville  was,  for 
Üke  &st  time,  captivated^  and  with  tbe 

dedded 
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dmded  appvobation  o(  her  fitther,  she  he» 
Game  tlie  wife  of  Augiistus  Dorrilon. 

Four  years  gfided  on  in  uninteirupted 
häppiiiees;  they  became  the  parents  of 
three  lovely  infatits,  and  every  additSonal 
tie  appeared  to  strengthen  their  aflSn^tiom 
In  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  Mr. 
Woodville,  who  had  feit  himself  unwiUing 
to  be  deprived  of  bis  daughter^s  society, 
and  who  resided  in  the  country,  Mr.  Dor- 
rilon  had  purchased  a  mansion  fbr  tlieir 
residence  at  a  short  dbtance  from  hu ;  and' 
as  they  were  surrounded  by  few  neigh- 
bours,  they  Teoeived  few  visitors,  and  re- 
signed  themselves  to  the  luxury  of  dornest 
tic  enjoyments. 

From  their  children  proeeeded  their  first 
pleasures ;  their  aeoondary  amusements 
arofiefrom  a  culüvation  of  the  arts.  Amelia 
waa  a  profident  in  music ;  Augostus  ex- 
oelled  in  the  use  of  the  pendl ;-  and  consi* 
derable  deBght  arose  to  them  from  heitig 
redproqdly*  the  pupila  ei  eatit  6ther  in 
those  two  scieHces«  ' 

The 
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The  fiftfa  year  of  their  mArriage  produ« 
ced  £o  them  the  first  diminution  of  tbeir 
hüas  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Woodvillew 
Amidia  regretted  him  as  an  af&ctionatf! 
pvretiU  and  Augtistus  as  the  being  next 
to  himaelf  most  intimately  attached  to  hm 
wife. 

Tizne  passed  on  unmarked  by  any  event^ 
tili  Dorrilon'8  eldest  childi  wfao^  was  a  boy,^ 
had  coinpleted  his  fifth  year.  PoitOoil 
faad  himseli^  from  his  infanc^,  been  reared 
in  public  seminaries,  and'  was  av^rse  to 
private  tuition ;  he  aocordingly  wi^hed  to< 
remoye  to  some  spot  where  his  diildren* 
might  eBJoy  the  beneißt  of  attending  pub- 
lic schools.  . 

In  the  heairt  of  Amelta  the  adrantage  of  ^ 
her  children,  and  the  inclin^tion  pf  her  hu^-- 
bandi  were  the  two  predominant  feeüngs,; ' 
and  their  union  itnmediately  indy^^d  h^f 
tp  consen^to  his  wishes..  She  ut^dopbtedr*^ 
ly  experiencejd  a!  reluctance  to  l^fut  those- 
scenes  of  mild  en|oym?nt  and  cant^titr' 
ment  where  she  had  r^dee^vM  tkQ  fii9t^ 
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prooft  of  her  husband's  uffisction»  and  giyen 
birth  to  her  children ;  but  the  motives  al- 
ready  defcribed  outweigbed  every  selfish 
CQDsideration ;  and  tbeir  abode,  an  th? 
oourse  cf  a  few  months,  was  consequently 
fixed  in  on^  o£  the  principal  cities  of  Eng« 
land. 

The  customs  <^  societys  and  tbeir  wish 
of  eventually  introdudng  thetr  diildr^i^ 
well  aequainted,  into  life,  induced  themu 
in  their  new  Situation,  to  refinquish  their 
fbrmer  plan  of  retirement  Amelia  now 
had  her  moming  levees  and  her  evening 
drawing-rooms ;  Augustua  frequented  the 
clubs  and  the  bUliardrtaUes ;  but  stiU  they 
continued  eminently  -happy.  Nay,  they 
even  considered  that  their  occasional  in« 
tercourse  withjtbe  world  made  them  re- 
tum  with  zest  to  the  hours  which  they 
passed  in  solitud/^s  anid  that  they  derived 
more  enjoyipent  from  an  exchange  of  thfir 
their  own  opinions,^  now  enabled  to  enllvc» 
or  strengtben  them  by  a  eomparison  ivlth 
thf»e  of  their  asso^iates. 

Amongst 


Am<»Tgst  the  Tiumerouä  acqimiritence  to 
whofin  their  present  residenee  hkd'intro* 
duced  thefn,  Was  a  Miss  Geitrüde  Lamb^ 
ton,  a  young  lady  of  Between  twdlty-seven 
and  thirty  years  of  age.  Sh^  v^as  ün- 
doubtedty  handsome ;  but  her  beacity  was 
of  tfaat  ruddy  and  unrefined  kind,  which 
^rmed  Üie  säme  contrast  to  tlir  ^eficate 
lovelinks  öf  Mrs^  Dohilon  which  the  lull- 
bkywn  röse  does*tothe  hlilf-expan^lng  bad. 
üet  figate  was  good^  but  it^^tras  too  niuch 
efi^bof^paint  tot  her  Tige  and  height;  To 
ä  stnmger  her  manners  appearedudaicu«* 
litie  and  repiüsiiFe ;  buttotbo9eibwwhom 
she  seleeted  as  her  &vourkes,  she  was  said 
tobecapable  of  displaying  beth  suavity 
and  betievolence  of  disposition. 

FroBi  the  fihst  hour  o(  her  introduction 
lo  Mrbi  Dörpilon',  she  eVineed  a  nTarked 
partiaiity  ihr  her  i^iety,  which  =  Mni 
Doirilon  was,  fbr  a  oon^derable.  titne,  coid 
kl  receivirtg  at  returiiing,^^  for  pr^dtoeid 
W  tbe  g0n09i  teüfH*  <£  her  word^  and  ac- 
uons,  whidi  were>  to  the  mulätude,  tHe 
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very  opposite  *  of  condliating,  $be  l^rnt 
pnly  fay  ^degrees  to  peroeive  that  tbere 
wete  qualities  of  a^isupenor  naturerarident 
in  her  heart. 

The  primitive  cxddfiess  oiMr^  Daitiloxi 
dkl  not  r^ard  the  iineeaaiilg  ailbempts  öf 
Gertnide  Lambton  töwarda  produöuig.  an 
miicbsacy.     She  called.  upon  her  alniost. 
dfdiy;.  read  to  her  fxam  ile'w  puhlioations, 
of  wbidi. she  had  procuteda traiisieiit  löan 
for  herself-~brought  hei* .  houquets  of  the 
rarest  exotics,  a  delicacy  to  whifdbi  Mrs.- 
DcMiik»!  was  muah  attacbed-i— murs^  and 
amused :  the :  two  yöunger  childr^n»  who 
were  living  i*  homet-^friäquently  yisit^ 
'the  boy  who  was  at  boarding-school^  witb; 
presents  suited  to  bis  age;  every  actipn  of. 
wfai^h  kind  ishe  invariably  performed  witb: 
the  air>  of  a  person  who  is.vtt^rly  uncon-, 
scious  pf  jBonferr^ig  an  Obligation. 

Still  Mrs.  Dorrilon,  although  rebqcing; 
towardsa  warmer  feeliiigfo^  hpr  new 
friend ,  .than  tbat  wlt}!  wbi^h  she  had  at 
fixät  bfhdd  her,  .did  no^  feeli  bersidf  ccm^, 
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pktely  at  ease  in  lier  sodety/  First  im- 
presskms  are  vety  4iffieult  to  be  efased; 
and  she  cmild  not  haatüy  dismuB  ftom  her 
mind  that  under  which  she  had  seen  ißss 
Lambton  at  t&eir  first  introduction  to  ekeh 
other.  Sbe  had  na  intünate  ftiend  »  die 
place  to  molve  her  doubts;  and  apon  the 
clmracters  which  the  woild,  most  of  att  ibe 
fashionable  world,  attaches  to  an  indivU^ 
dual,  she  was  aware  that  very  little  re^ 
liance  oould,  be  plaoed.  Seme  dmemU 
nated  her  good^humowed^  but  headstrang 
sni  vulgär;  sratie  sind  that  hef  eondMt 
was  assumed^  from  a  love  ef  eecentridty; 
some,  that  (die  had  tumed  her  biaui  wHb 
reading;  some,  that  she  was  affeeted; 
some»  haughty ;  some,  sly ;  and  the  matdi- 
makhfig  Misses  always  Uqped  out  ki  eho» 
rus,  that  if  ever  any  woman  was  sure  cf 
dying  an  cid  maid,  that  Gertrude  Xiai;nb^ 
fon  was. 

From  our  inferiors,  it  is  not  unfrequent^' 
ly  the  case  that  we  hear  trutbs  of  ouneive^ 
snä  others^  whic^  we  should  never  gatlier 
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üfom  cur  eqiulk;  and  wRdi  was  the  caae in 
the  instanee  of  Mrs*  Dorrüon  and  Miss 
LambtoB. 

A  heait  possessed  of  the  excellence  of 
Amelia's ,  eould  not  be  d^evotd  of  feeling 
for  the  neoesaities  and  aufferings  of  her 
fdlow-beings ;  and  it  was  ölten  her  cus- 
tom.peisonaUy  to  seek  out  objects  of  com« 
passion,  and  to  admtnister  to  their  wants 
witb  her  own  band.  '  It  so  occürred»  that 
about  this  time  a  case  of  distress  was  re- 
presented  to  her,  in  tht  person  of  an  aged 
woman,  who  was  lying  dangerously  äl,  in 
a  State  of  extreme  povertyi  and  whose  af* 
fliction  was  aggravated  by  her  being  the 
molber  of  a  child,  agirVof  about  £fbeen 
years,  who  was  nearly  an  idiot,  and  had 
likewise  been  a  cripple  from  her  birtb,  and 
whomshe  had  been  accustomed  tosup« 
port;,  jointly  with  herseif,  by  her  manual 
laboul*. 

Mx9.  DorriUm  immediately  visited  their 
hu9ible  d welUng»  and  fou nd  the  acpoiint 
wbich  fead  been  given  her  of  tih^  distress 
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of  its  inmates  to  be  jiist.  She  apjdied  her- 
seif to  the  relief  of  their  wants,  and  had 
the  satisfaction  of  seeing  her  exertions  in 
their  cause  riewat'ded,  by  the  restoration  of 
the  cid  woman  to  her  fonner  ability  bf 
procoring  ftubsistence  to  her  child^Dd  her- 
seif by  her  industry. 

'  One  'day,  when  Amelia  was  in  conver- 
sation  with  the  object  of  h^  bounty — ^^^Oh 
deär, '  madam,"  ejaculated  the  latter,  *^  I 
canuev»  be  thänkful  enough  to'  you  for 
what  you  have  done  for  ihe  ahd  miüe: 
Heaveh,  that  tempers  the  wind  to  the 
shom  lamb,  sent  you  to  me  in  the  hour 
of  my  need.** 

^'  Büt  you  have  doubtless  experienced 
other  friertds  besides  myself  duting  your 
iUness,**  replied  Mrs,  Dorriloil. 

**  Yes— one,  one  other;  and  only  one," 
answered  the.  old  woman ;  '*  just  such  i^- 
other  angel  as  yourself;  she  boü^t  mk 
the  blankets  now  on  my  bed;  but  thinigh 
I  an^  sure  it  is  in  her  will  to  iie  aaböuhti- 
fulas  yourself,  it  is  not  in  her^wer;  she 
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isayoung  lady  whose  father  b^salai^ge 
family,  and  therefore  it  cannot  be  sup- 
posed  that  her.allpwance  of  pocket-money 
can  be  gre^t  But  indeed  she.  is^  f^  wqrtby 
souI — Heaven  bless  her»  as  well  aa  your- 
self— sweet  Miss  Gertnide  Lambton." 

*^  Wsß  it  Miss  Gertrude  Lambton  who 
relieved  y our  necessities  ?"  ejaculated  Mrs^ 
Dorrilpii, 

"  Ay,  indeed,  madam,  vrß&  it,"  replied 
the  pld  wpman;  '^  and  many  a  g€!o4  time 
has  she  done  so;  Heaven  blesa  heir,  again 
I  say,,for  she  truly  deserves  the  reward  ,of 
Providence*'* 

The  feelings  of  Mr &  Dorrilon  at  that 
moment  iinderwent  an  iininediate  chiinge; 
and  she  rßtumed  home,  deterinined  toce- 
ment  the  niost  cordial  intimaey  with  Mis§ 
Gertrude  Lambton.  ; ; 

They  now  rode  together,  walked  ,toge- 
ther,  conyersed  fr^ly  together»  and  very 
few  days  elapsed  in  which  Gertrud^  dld 
not  jpin  Mrs.  Dorrilon  and  Jher  husband 
at  some  pne  i>f  their  fkqiUy  meals* 
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Seme  weeks  after  the  cementing  of  this 
redprocal  intiiinacy,  as  they  were  pne 
moming.  sitting  at  werk  together,  tbeir 
oonversation  happened  to  tum  upon  the 
duties  of  charity.— "  You  cannot  oblige 
Wie  mcqre,  my  dear  Gertrade/'  remarked 
Amelia,  **  than  wienever  you  happen  to 
be  acquainted  with  any  objects  of  neces« 
'sity,  and  at  the  same  time  of  worth,  to 
point  ^em  out  to  me/' 

<*  How  should  I  become  acquaint^d 
mth  any  such  ?"  replied  Gertrude,  in  her 
u$!J^  ton^  of  Munt  indiiTerenoe.  **  I  have 
no  means  of  knowing  them«— and  little  to 
bestow  pn  them,  if  I  did  know  them." 

•*  The  more  it  redounds  to  your  merit,*^ 
returned  Mrs.  Dorrilon,  **  if  you  coijtrive 
to  spare  a  part  of  that  little  for  tbeir  re* 
lief." 

"  You  will  never  hear  of  my  doing 
that/'  ejaoulated  Miss  Lambton. 

^  Pardon  me/'  answered  Amelia ;  **  I 
have  heard  of  it»  and  it  raises  you  highec 
than  I  can  express  in  my  esteetn  f  and 
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stiethan  proce94ed  to  vel^t?  her  knawledge 
of  GertnidQ'ii  bf  n^y^^leut  epuducfe  to  the 
oldwoman. 

''SUipid  old  fooir  suikily  muttered 
out  Gertrude,  **  couldn't  sbe  have  a  few 
Shillings  given  her,  but  she  must  make  a 
Story  of  it  to  aH  tbe  worid !  ßJie  will  never 
have  to  tfaank  ine  again  !^ 

"  She  thanks  you  heartily  now,**  said 

*"  1 4an't  want  Iq  hß  tbwked  far  aoy 
thingi^C  thet  kind,-'  repHed  Miss  Lambton ; 
"  wbftt  I  d^  w  ta  gratify  njyseJC 

In  ^pitQ  of  Mrs.  Dorriion'a  attempts  to 
cQii^ini^  tha  Stt^ect^  Misa  Lambton  re- 
solatfly  devii^ted  frow  it,  and  hm  friend 
aoeordiogty  «iiiFi^red  U  to  dro^ 

Älnsi.  Pcfmloifx  now  dearly  pcacwiYed, 
thal  iHsl^  of  being  haughty  mid  4&^ed» 
as  sofm  bad  nAcned  her,  that  Goptirude 
wa$  tw  bumble  in  spirit  not  to  be  bort  at 
aoy  iiidividual  g^ining  th«  knowl^ge  that 
she  bad  h^en  capable  «f  reiidecini^  a  aer- 
vioe;  and  every  moment  raised  hex  hijgti^er 
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in  her  admiration  and  good  opinion ;  whibt 
to  herseif  she  found  h»  unifornüy  hlun^ 
but  afiectionate. 


CHAPTER  IL 


£v£aY  hour  of  real  life  does  not  teenoi 
witb  incident  like  the  pages  of  a  romanoe» 
and  again  life  passed  on,  for  a  oonsidorable 
time,  in  an  even  course,  with  the  charae- 
ters  of  our  tale,  tili  Mrs.  Dorrilon,  with  a 
feeUng  äpproaching  to  anxiety,  observed 
that  her  husband's  absences  from  home  be- 
came  graduaily  prolonged,  and  began  to 
apprehend  that  a  growing  i^ection  for 
play  withheld  bim  from  bis  regulär  hpurs 
of  retnming.  She  was  aoquainted  that  he 
frequented  seversil  card  societies  in  the 
place,  and  oould  conceive  no  other  naotive 
to  whfch  it  was  possible  for  her  to  ascribe 
his  passing  less  of  bis  tinli^than  he  had 
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fen.«ly  <io„e  «ith  her  ««»  hi.  dulden. 
If  her  suspidons  wei^  just»  she  did  not 
sunnise  that  he  had  ät  present  ventured 
deeply ;  but  she  fear^  how  &r  increasiiig 
habit  might  undermine  principle  and  sub- 
vert  judgment»  both  of  which  she  knew 
him  to  possess. 

To  Gertnide»  who  had  now  obtained 
her  entire  confidence,  Mrs.  Dorrilon  re-> 
v^ed  her  ideas. 

•*  I  cannot  tiiink  it,"  retumed  Gerbiide ; 
**  I  cannot  conceive  hini'  to  be  ä  game^ 
ster." 

^  ^  Then  what  can  detain  him  firom  hia 
heme  so  much  more  irequently  than  he 
was  accustomed  to  quit  it  ?* 

**  A  love  of  Company,  I  suppose,**  re- 
turnfed  Grertrude,  **  and  the  exerdse  of 
inan's  (»erogätive,  according  to  the  pro* 
verb:  IMd  you  nev^  hear  the  old  saji!^^** 
she  added»  with  a  husky  laugfa^  ^*  that 
wmnen  and  cats  were  made  to  stay  at 
home,  an4  men  and  dogs  to  go  alnx)a4?** 
-  '  k2  ''It 
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<^  1%  wm  n«|  filwi^ü  tfoiü  wittt  im^ 

**  Tfaen  k»  k  nqve  ISBeljr»  tq  ba  ymm  in 
^  peuEtuit  ef  his  phiC  ««tnme^  <(^r-> 
drucke:,  f*  Bewi]iKaQ^|iurecl  fBa(b»%  atö.  ^wejfa 
punued  vslh  avadify.  BuJ^  &»  p[e9veß'9 
sake!  as  you  value  your  wm  geoee  «f 
Ittind,  dismiflc  tbeoe  läkÜe,  «RxktiQB  i^m 
yeup  thoughts.  t  hftv^  f^  «^ü«!*  ne^r«« 
been  married ;  bat  I  am  yft^%  CjfMKvin^^, 

^th,  fron»  eihjmrv^tit^  «b4  r^fllfl&  that 

tbe  womm  ^feo  «i^ic^  b^^t^  li^  hfr- 

seif  about  trifles  in  the  oonduct  cf  \tese 

Wg  «lege  e^  mmPSt  a^ö  ^r«N«A^  ^t  is  m 
evil  M^idi  Cfflf\  09)^119  i#^iM%  r^ 
pt^sed  »ik  i)^  ^n|  a^3;wicetl  tQWWcU.  tiie 

^«c  Ms.  m^rm  a  pi«yi)»H.  aandwijBnBft 

aB4  ^filÖiÄrew-, 

*•  I  hate  ^ 


tt? 

Mrs.  Dwrilon  ta^  )kf  ih«  biU,  aftd  <bx>-.  ' 
tilttaist«^^«  The  mgedy  df  tbe  &dMteiBter 
fe  inaidunefed    fbr  tö-itlOrrd#  night ;    it 

if  l»i%  H&vM  ittdu&g  Ää^iStus  tö  ]^  #ith 
U»  b  ^nlää^  the  ^rtbihnaSfiäe.  leibsi^rd 
te  Wäl  not  ¥^^  if  W  bdtti  mU  him ;  h^ 
6is  ä  «Hi^tifite  h^Üti  ^Hd  I  dbübt'  not 
thät  I  ^Öäld  d^cte,  l»ra  bi«  iDbsfenmUofiit 

äiMi»  ^  lä«Md^  üi  mahr 

-'*  Öh  Wr  «aid  jGkÜMSiid»)  igttki  la«^ 
^g;  ^  wbüt*  HüMlet in ptBttieaotisJ 

Wberein  DI  catch  the  coiMci«iic«  of  the  king.\ 

W^  t  lab  «ur^  Kiy  <te«r,  ti^  ^  säke 

ing*,  tVL  8ft(^ifibe  my  tim^  äfii  jtdn  ¥Ay 
humble  prayers  to  yours  for  k&k  üläefld'- 


anoe.** 
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Their  wish  was  aoo(»dingly  made  known 
to  Dorrilon ;  and  beitig  readily  aooeded  to 
by  bim,  places  w^re  procured  in  the  istage 
box ;  and  at  the  hour  of  oömmencement 
they  attended  the  theatre. 

The  play  was  sufficiently  well  perfonn- 
ed  to  excite  interest.  Mrs.  DQml(m 
watehed  the  oountenanpe  of  her  husband 
in  silence.  Gertrude  sat  on  a^back-seatof 
the  box,  reading  a  French  romance«  When 
Beverley  staked  the  reversions  of  his  un- 
cle's  fortune— "  Cruel,"  feil  from  the  lips 
of  Mrs.  Dorrilon,  whilst  her  attentive  eye 
was  fixed  on  that  of  her  fausbatid.  His 
were  directed  towards  the  scene;  his  netb^t 
lip  was  bent  in  oontempt,  and  the  gaeu- 
lation  of — '^  Confound  the  rascal,  he  ought 
to  be  bumt!'*  was  muttered  betwcen  his 
teeth. 

**  But  he  is  not  so  culpable  as  the  false 
iriend  who  has  led  bim  to  bis  ruin,"  prcK 
nounoed  Amelia,  her  eye  still  rivetted  on 
her  husband. 

"  But  with  such  a  wife  as  bis,"  retumed 

Augustus, 


Augustus,  gaKing  üpon  her  as  he  spoke, 
mth  an  expression  which  appeared  to.  be 
dmwing  a  parallel  between  her  diahu^r 
and  that  of  Mrs.  Beverley,  "  every  friend 
should  have  foeen  spumed  for  her  happi- 
ness  and  satisfaction." 

Mrs.  Dorrilon  replied  not;  but  she 
eould  have  fallen  on  her  knees,  änd  re^ 
tumed  her  thanks  to  Providenoe  for  the 
eonviction  which  she  beHeved  herseif  to 
have  reoeived  of  ha-  mistaking  judgment. 

On  quitting  the  house,  Miss  Lambton 
dedined  supping  with  them,  and  begged 
that  their  carriage  might  be  alldwed  to* 
convey  her  home,  as  she  had  been  all  day 
oppressed  with  a  headache,  and  the  glare 
of  the  lamps  in  the  theatre  had  increase(| 
it 

The  next  aftemoon,  when  the  friaids 
met — *^  Augustus  is  innocent — I  am  sure 
he  is,**  Said  bis  wife;  "  if  he  were  guilty 
of  the  error  of  which  I  once  accused  him, 
be  has  not  a  mind  sufficiently  hardened  to 
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4AöBk  md  delend  it  He  in  tio  gaifi«t^. 
Oh,  ä^vens !  how  &i%  my  fetltng»  re- 
ii^ved !  Dkl  you  not  obsenre,  duriiig  th^ 
whde  üf  thö  peiibrmahee^  how  ttilili  his 
tn)unteiiä!ici^^  bt  ^eänt  how  difibt^nt  to  that 
of  a  man  touched  by  the  resetnblanee  of 
€orreisponding  situatiohs ?^ 

**  I  loöktA  at  him  ohce  ör  twlc^**  t^ 
ptied  Mfm  Lambton. 

^  Attd  why  did  you  höt  m<»e  pöintedly 
observe  fiiiti,  tny  Horätto  in  petticoats  ?" 
ttsked  Mi^.  Dorribn,  sitliling« 

•*  BteaüBe,  ^s  I  told  yöu  befoÄ,  I  kn^w 
thert  WÄ*  ho  occasioft,''  tetürned  Miss 
IiÄtnbtöh, 

"  We  never  pass^  tt  happier  evening, 
thÄtt  after  out  retum  ftota  the  theatre  last 
night,"  rejoined  Amelia.  ^ 

••  Long  lAay  you  continue  to  do  so!" 
returned  Gertrüde. 

**  I  am  sure,  my  dear  friend,  you  wish 
jne  happy,**  said  Mrs«  DamWn. 
*    "  And  I  am  sure^rou  know  I  wotild  do 

any 
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any  thihg  to  make  yoü  ^^  ^hSweiteA  G^]>  ' 
trude;  And  th<&  sulgect  Vms  Aot  Ift  ihat  p6^ 
riod  resiimeäl 

A  few  wteks  Bueceäd^^  düi4^  Whicb 
the  phantom  bf  dati^fäcdöh  \vhic6  Itöd 
b&en  raised  in  the  ntiind  öf  MW.  DoiVildH 
by  her  öbservations  ^i  thi»  "lettre;  li^äfc 
again  dissipated ;  three  successive  üvehingfi 
did  Augüstus  äbsent  bitntelf  ftom  hi^ 
faoine,  consideräbly  lätef  tbki  hte  hid  einet* 
donö  be^«;  atid  <m  hiit&Pärti^  the  leil&iß^ 
üonäte  and  dfeäditig  #i^,  wbö«e  h^art 
had  bled  b>  b&hold  hitn  t>n<^  mßtk  bennth 
tito  roof^>  bieliet^  tbat  ^t^  üduld  witfteiM 

Urai-ds  he^;    8he  don^ded  hei^i^  during  , 
Che  hight  with  tbe  ideä  tktt  «;6l&^  et^ 
migbt  häve  eith^  dlstuiHb^  fais  tem^r,. 

^r  bä  oeeapj^lig  hä^M^tli ;;  bltt  Ir  th« 
Ktömi^  m  ädditi^tild  ptog  #«9  given  to 
1«er  feellqgB,ft^he  appeared  refiebti^Bänd 
cetmhged ;  osrd  die  eten  thought,  for  wi»t 
flili  übt  fasmäeir,  doiibting  tnötbeit  think;? 
<bit  he  kissed  bis  little  dftriiiiig^^  Adieiiä  at 
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breakfast  with  less  feeling  than  he  ha4 
been  apcustomed  to  display  towards  her; 
still  she  resolved  to  bear  her  ideas  in  si- 
lence,  and  to  assume  a  cheerfulness  which 
was  Foreign  to  her  heart.  At  times  Dor- 
rilon  returned  her  gaiety  and  good-hur 
n)our — at  others  he  was  thoughtful  and 
negligent 

Fiom  the  first  of  their  marriage  it  had 
been  the  regulär  eustom  of  Mr.  Dorrilon, 
on  the  first  day  of  every  month,  to  plac^ 
in  the  hands  of  his  wife  a  certalq  sum  of 
money,  jointly  for  the  expenditure  of  fa- 
raily  ooncerns,  and  for  her  owri  use.  About 
a  fortnight  afler  her  last  >  observations  on 
his  conduct,  the  d^iy  of  pay ment  arriving, 
he  presented  himself,  äccording  to  his  re- 
gulär custQm  afler  breakfast  in  her  dress- 
ing-room.  It  had  heretofore  been^his  in- 
variable rule  to  lay  the  stated  sum  down 
before  her  upon  her  writing-^esk, :  at 
which  she  was  on  this  moming  always 
engaged  with  her  accounts»  and  then  to 
retire,  in  order  to  give  her  leisure  &r  pub- 
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suing  her  occupation.  On  the  pfesent 
occasion  he  entered  with  his  pocketbook» 
as  usual,  in  his  hand,  but  it  was  not,  as 
iisual,  open.  He  drew  a  chair,  and  pla- 
dng  himself  opposite  to  her,  after  some 
hesitation,  spoke— "  My  dear  ■  Amelia,  I 
have  been  lately  reflecting  whether  it 
might  not  be  possible  to  make  some  re« 
trenchment  in  our  estabüshment  and  ex« 
pences.*^ 

^  He  has  then  been  a  loser  at  play/'  in^ 
«tantly  whispered  the  sickening  heart  of 
Amelia;  but  she  eorbmanded  fertitade  to* 
say— **  Whatever  you  wish,  Augustus, 
you  are  well  aware  that  it  ever  has,  and 
ever  will  be,.  roy  study  to  endeävour  to 
accomjdisfa.  3ut  I  hope,  I  trust,  that 
there  isno  pecuniary  involvement  press^^ 
ing  on^  you,  which  prompts  yoa  to  this 
inquiry  ?* 

**  Oh  no~4ione,  hone,"  replied  Dorri- 
lon ;  '*  I  <mly  mean  that  as  our  children 
increase  in  years,  our  expenoes  must  ne* 
cessarily  increase  also;  and  that  the  re- 
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trenchmeiit  being  gindaal»  wiU  be  the  less 
feit  bj  ourselves,  ind  the  less  perceptilde 
to  the  worlcL!* 

*'  Sketch  out  the  d^gn  whteh  y^u 
wish  nie  to  pursue,*^  replied  bis  wife, 
^  and  I  Witt  itnmediately  ptoeee^tö  exe* 
eilte  if 

«  Try  whÄt  you  can  do  thiti  month  *with 
twenty  pounds  less  than  ycnt  did  Üie  Id^; 
let  that  be  the  first  experiment ;  and  when 
we  ineet  agahi  upoii  the  subje^t  of  ex- 
penoes  this  day  month^  we  will  discuss 
the  point  more  fully»"*  said  Donilon. 
.  He  immediately  rose  äYid  qtittted  the 
itimn,  leaving  Atndia  eonvh^eed,  sts  ^he 
tecanred  in  imdgination  to  the  night  of 
hh  witnes^ing  the  tragedy  of  the  ^  Game« 
€ter/'  that  a  man  inay  indeed  perceive  the 
errors  of  «notho*,  and  still  be  blind  to  bis 
own. 

At  h^r  next  meeting.  witfa  Miss  Luflib* 
ton^  the  fidl  heait  tif  tibe  mrröwing  Ame^ 
Hl.  dverflowed  to  her  fmnd  m  a  omdtd 
oonfessioli  of  idl  thdt  had  oocuil»d<«^ 

''  Hpw 


^  How  resolute  you  were  in  your  opi- 
nmiH''  1^  safd,  "*  that  Augustus  was  not 
a  ganiester !  what  can  you  naVf  reply  to 
ttie  proof  I  have  gained  ?  You  ean  only 
adtnit  that  the  keenness  of  a  wjfb'aeye 
exceeds  all  other  perceptions.** 

Gertrude  smiled,  but  did  not  reply. 

^  Of  all  tiie  errors  whieh  &M|il  human 
natiure*  with  temptation,"  gaculated  Mra. 
Donilon,  ''  why  has  my  Augustus  fallen 
into  the  most  irremedrable  ?  I  could  have 
bome  any  misery  lightly,  comparfd  ^itb 
that  of  knowing  my  husband  to  be  a  game- 
iter." 

Still  Gertrude  did  not  speak»  but  fixed 
her  eye  steadfiustly  on  the  countenanoe  of 
her  friend. 

*'  I  can  read  your  feelings/'  said  Mrs. 
Bcnüon ;  ^'  you  perceive  t^e  unhappiness 
of  my  case,  and  know  not  how  to  ta&et 
me  eonsolation,'^ 

<*  You  are  mistaken,"  replfod  Oettraä^i 
'^  utttriy  miitaken ;  X  atn  atiUl  contlneed 
tiiat  Doirilon.  i$  npt  a  gamester/^ 

•*What 


i 


^  What  eise  can  «it  be  that  pkces  him 
in  pecuniary  involvements  ?"  exefeiimed 
Mre.  Domion. 

^  I  am  neither  bis  purse-b^arer  nor  tbe 
foIl<^er  of  bis  steps,"*  answered  Gertrude, 
settling  her  ring  on  her  finger  as  sbe 
spoke. 

^  Bat  you  say  that  you  are  still  con* 
vinced  that  he  is  not  a  gamester»^  rejoined 
Mrs.  Dorrilon ;  **  you  raust  therefore  have 
some  knowledge  of  bis  eonduct,  wbich 
autborizes  you  tp  make  that  ass^rtion;'^ 

'*  Sball  I  read  a  few  more  chapters  of 
*  Waverle)r'  to  you  this  aftemoon  ?"  äsked 
Miss  Lambton,  taking  up  the  book  as  she 
spoke. 

**  No,  no,  no,"  emphatically  prpnounced 
Mrs.  Dorrilon.  **■!  heg  of  you  not  to 
turn  aside  from  tbe  subject  whiob  at  this 
time  engrosses  my  thoughts.  You  do 
know  soraething  of  DorrilcMi  whieb  is  an* 
known  tö  me." 

Miss  Lambtoaappeared:busy  in  searebi 
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ing  fcr  the  page  at  wbi#i  her  reading  was 
to  oommence,  and  did  not  speak. 

"  Dear  Gertrude,  I  entreat  you  to  lay 
down  the  book,  and  attend  to  me/*  con- 
tinued  Amelia;  ''  I  beseech,  I  impiore 
you,  whatever  you  do  know  of  Augustus, 
to  oonfide  it  to  me — I  adjure  you  by  the 
name  of  fiiend !" 

''  I  migbt  hazard  the  loss  of  that  name 
by  oompl3ring  with  your  entreaty,**  replied 
Gertrude,  replacing  the  book  leisureiy  up- 
on  the  table  as  she  spoke. 

"  How  ean  you  imagine  that  ?"  asked 
Mrs.  Dorrilon« 

*^  Because,"  rejoined  Miss  Lambton,  ^^  I 
consider  it  a  great  inconsistency  of  chft- 
lacter  to  divulge  what  it  may  cost  a  friend 
pain  to  hear." 

"  Merciful  Heaven  !**  exdaiined  Mra. 
Dorrilon^  *^  this  su&pense  is  more  di?mdful 
tban  a  certainty  of  the  worst  of  evils. 
Have  mercy  on  me,  and  aocede  to  my 
prayer." 

'^  It  would  not  be  mercy,  and  I  cannot 

be 
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Bu  so  unmercifuirfts  to  coin0y,'*  wasthfe 
sMwer. 

"Gertrudler'  pronoiinced  Mfs.  Dörri- 
icm^  rising,  and  taking  tbe  hands  öf  her 
friend  in  her s,  "  you  shall  never  quit  tne 
4igain  tili  I  have  learnt  thijs  $ecaret** 

Gertmde  spoke  not. 

"  Have  I  not  already  töld  yöU^"  eötiti- 
liüed  Amelia,  **  that  it  would  be  a  relief 
to  my  feelingd  to  know  bim  aiiy  t^iifigbut 
It  garn^ter  ?' 

"Do  not  impo$e  the  titek  upon  my 
Ups,**  ani^trered  Gertrude  i  •*  it  Would  be 
an  etemal  accusation  to  my  heikH  M  re- 
fl^ct  that  St  had  passed  th^fnii  H^v^  you 
fio  aoquaintanee  but  me-^no  confidentiiti 
«^tyntvi,  of  whom^  you  öan  tnak^  the  in- 
quiry,  and  sav^  me,  your  frieAd,  from  thfe 
4^1f-reprMch  of  haviftg  been  the  öonvfeyer 
idf  any  infbMfft^öft  th^t  inig^t  kfl^t  yöor 
jeaoe?** 

''  AoquainteiiMiservaiitr  ^^eNed  Mrt. 

.  Dorrilon ;  "  is  then  his  conduct,  i^hat^Vlt 

tint  Goftduot  iziaj  be,.  äo  puUhdy  kÄcrtvn, 
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<fatt  ttiö  Am  |>^dti  In  My  mäk  t^VK'Vb 
'^hfAn  I  mi^t  bi^ly  My^  fiMr  infeMk*- 
fi«ti  on  t^e  pehi^  c^ld  grant  it  Vd  mef 
•Alid  oIh  Viiy  Gä)rmi^  woulll^  ytfä  f üb- 
mit  de  tb  %li&  h^A&liifttiön  o(f  teelÜAg^di 
informotiötl  irom  äi^y  töngtte  1^1  yout 
owTi  ?  What^t«  hi^  örffyt,  I  am  rMpIv^d 
to  hide  my  knowledge  of  it  böth  ftoA 
l»Sm  ftfid  fMtt  tb«  Wödd^W  Mx3th  his 
^(»tt>Wi^  if  he  h^  uny^  atid  tö  V^  fiiy 
own,  if  his  .cimdü&t  e^t^oi^  tue  tb  €kps- 
rietic^  thfem*    Ort  my  kne«*— -'• 

^Nö,  no,**  i-etuttiöd  Gtrtnidei  "yoü 

shall  not  humble  yourself  thtis  tö  ttn^;  t 
^moA  wiah  that  I  had  heveif  ktttt^n  yoü-, 
rtiü  ttiope,  tocfver  profbi^sed  my^V  yoüY 
ftltltid.  I  did  not  then  foresee  that  this 
Uras  to  teappett.** 

•*öh,  speak,  speäk!*  ejaaüäted  Mrs. 
Dotrilon ;  **  you  may  now  be  tnöte  than 
tny  fHend— ihy  consoler,  my  ad  viser  !* 

**  You  melt  my'heaVt  in  despite  öF  my 
teasöü/'  amwered  Miss  Lambton:  '^sit 
down,  my  dear  Amelia,  endeavour  täcom^ 
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pose  yourself,  and  I  will  ttt  least  ^ve  you 
a  hiDt,  irom  which  you  mav  draiw  some 
conclusions.  The  most  oi  wlifit  I  can 
Gommumcate  I  dare  say  you  already  know. 
You  inust  be  acquaintied  that  he  had  an 
attachment  before  he  married  you?"' 

*•  No,  nO|  I  never  did  Imow  it,"  retumed 
Mrs.  Dorrilon. 

**  It  has  perhaps  escaped  your  memory,'' 
rejoined  Miss  Lambton ;  **  you  mpst  have 
heard  the  name  of  Fanny  Belson?*' 

•*  No,  never^^  replied  Mr&  Darrilon ; 
^  fiDr  Heaven's  sake  proceed !  keep  me  no 
longer  on  the  rack." 

By  slow  degrees  Miss  Lambton  was 
won  to  relieve  the  feelings  of  her  friend^ 
and  theaoeount  given.  by  her,of  Fanny 
Belson  was  to  this  efiect-^Faony  'Belson, 
sbe  Said,  had  been  a4>arish  ^rl,  in  a  snaall 
town  at  no  considerable  distance,  where 
Augustus  Dorrilon  had  resided  witfa  a  re- 
lation  on  quitting  the  university ;  that  he 
had  gained  an  ascendancy  over  her  prin^ 
dpIeSf  and  afterwards  deserted  her;  tbat 

it 
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2t,waSL.un€6rtun  whetber  he  häd  seen  her 
mce  that  time,  tili  her  arrival,  about  &mr 
months  ago,  in  the  dty  where  they  were 
residing ;  that  on  her  firöt  being  eh&erxedf 
her  appearance  had  been  foAoxn  and  des- 
titute,  but  that  it  had  quickly  been  chan- 
ged  to  that  of  the  most  gay  and  &sbion* 
able;  and  that  she  was  now  situated  m  a 
milliner's  shop^  where  Dorrilon  was  known 
to  Visit  her. 

When  Miss  Lambton  ceased  speak« 
ing;  Mrs.  Dorrilon  maintained  a  strict  si- 
lenoe ;  the  blood  had  forsaken  her  cheeks 
and  her  Ups,  but  her  countenance  retained 
its  serenity,  whilst  her  eyes,  devoid  of 
tears,  were  half-upraised  towards  heaven, 

**  Now,"  Said  Gertrude,  "  since  I  have 
made  myself  the  Instrument  of  indulging 
your  cpriosity,  wjU  your  requital  be  to 
acquaint  your  husband  that  I  have  done 
so?" 

"  The  friendship  which  I  owe  you 
would,  at  all  events,  withhold  me  from 
such  a  disclosure/'  replied  Mrs.  Dorrilon* 

"But 
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tttd  et«f  SfUll,  tie  my  lohgeie.  Ym  büSi 
t<AA  BQä,  fhat  to  ve^  in^^f  ^  Mfies  lA 
«by  IVäAbiritid^  öottdutti  Wad  t(»  lay  üp  ^ 
«aydölf  tt  «täif e  öf  Iniä^y  alt4  tdftfteiK.  I 
kta«W  Ibe  thfA  öf  yt>iMr  <BsMrö<^  filit  ^ 
«iftie  yöü  ttbde  tt,  md  atiSi  feihi^s  hbd 
Möt  sü!ffia6M  bütlKAiiy  ^vei*  tny  öWfi  ^v 
ings  to  exert  myself  to  that  effeAi  hj^t  t 
äiäi  Aoi^ilh«tatiding>  fully  ftw«^  M^hät 
Must  he  ih6  (kxisequetätee  tdt*  c6h^ess^ 
those  feäitigs,  hoWevä'  «t^^VAtäd»  tö  Ml»v 
*rhie  oöMpIäihts  öf  tt  sud^ting  \fVk  Win 
tietet  Araw  liadc  Ifae  dBfectiönfi  of  lA  äli^^ 
ated  faaftbeoid  *,  her  impdrtuniti^  Vrifl  nevet 
re^töi«  liim  to  his  home ;  «dM !  i^ !  ii  is 
önly  sitent  »ütferifig,  ttnder  the  deeeptive 
leippearance  of  oontentment,  thät  may  b^ 
äble  to  operate  in  hefr  f&vmt  upon  hi» 
heart  We  are  parents,  Gertrude;  and 
if  he  Is  guilty,  it  becööjes  döiitty  tfty  duty 
to  abstain  frorn  the  vety  fihadow  of  ertor. 
1  must  now  become,  though  nc*  appöüv 
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«^  IQ  fae  80k  tbe  Joint  proteetoc  c(f  thow 
vhq  o«e  to  uü  theip  b^»^  Yes»  jres» 
Gertrude,  I  told  you,  and  I  toU  ymi 
tmli^i  tbut  I  ooitJbi  »M»er  eiiduve  the  vorst 

gf  tn^ths,  t^9Q  tb§^  t<wtmi  of  sH^qiwBm; 

Wh^teyer  the  ftults  «f  A)lgu«tii*  i)(H(^ 
Ion,  I  will  still  be  a  wife,  and  doubly  a 
mother." 

•'  I  have  not  been  deceived  in  her  whom 
I  have  chosen  as  my  friend,"  emphatically 
^  ejäculated  Gertrude ;  "  at  least  her  words 
piDnounce  that  1  have  not ;  let  me  but  be- 
hold her  actions  in  concordanoe  with  theo), 
and  I  shall  hail  her  as  the  pattem  of  earth« 
ly  virtue." 

"  Your  approbation,  thus  warmly  ut- 
tered,  is  indeed  rare,"  said  Mrs.  Dorri- 
Ion. 

**  The  case  is  rare,"  rejoined  Gertrude; 
^  at  least  I  hope  not  very  comnion ;  but 

your  exemplary  oonduct  under  it  is  rarer 
still." 

•*  'Now  iny  mind  is  once  relieved— ag- 

gravated  I  suppose  the  world  would  call 

'     '-  it** 
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it,"  Said  Mrs.  Dorrilon,  "  I  beg  that  the 
sulgect  may  not,  for  a  while  at  least,  be 
revived  between  uSi** 

'^  How  blind  is  man  to  his  bwn  real 
bappinessT  pronounced  Gertrude;  and 
they  both  sunk  into  refleetive  sUence. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  III. 


Mrs.  Dorrilon  oontinued  im  receive  her 
dusband  without  any  alteration  of  coun« 
tenanee,  deoijeanour,  or  voke;  and<  at 
times  Ifis  conduct  so  much  resembled  that 
wbich  he  had  displayed  in  the  first  season 
of-his  early  love,  that  she  almost  doubted 
bis  inconstancy ;  but  the  assertions  of  ä 
friend  like  Gertrude  Lambton  must,  she 

\ 

oonsidered»  be  the  result  of  tmth»  espe« 
dally  when  backed  by  the  visible  ohanges 
which  at  times  took  place  in  bis  mannecs; 
and  more  especmlly  still»  by  her  being  Bc* 
quainted  that  a.  doubtfol  characteri  of  the 
name  of  Fanny  Belson,  was  residing  in 
the  dty»  in  the  veiy  eapadty  whieh  Miss 
Laiiibton  had  mentioned. 

One  morning,  whai  Mrs.  DorrUon  was 
desooiding from  her  dressing^room  to  the. 

break&st« 
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breakfiist-apartment,  she  saw  her  secpnd 
son  Charles  in  the  hall,  mounted  on  a 
beautiful  rockiqg-horse. — "  Who  gave  you 
this,  Charles  7^  ihe  inqutred^ 

<*  Miss  Lambton,"^  answered  the  boy, 
^  seht  it  to  me  this  moming,  just  as  I  got 

up ;  how  gooi  she  al^i^r«  19  to  us !  ii^  i^ 
noi;»  wamna?" 

.  Bdiüe  Qiamma  oouUL  reply»  littl^  Ame^ 
ÜB,  mmniig  ferward,  claimed:  her^a^Uttttim 
to  m  wax^cdl,  ecdaiming^-^*'  And  dhe  srai 
tbia  pvetty  baby  to  me;.  isn*t  she  good 
Misft  Lambton^  äs.  Charles,  ddhi  her,  niam- 
raa  ?••      . 

*  A^^l^^  kissed  tfaem  both»  but  waa  un* 
abbi  to  speak«. 

On  entering  the  breakfaat^apartmenti 
imd  ^eating  h^^  at  the  table»  whilst 
amMting  the  appearanoe  of  her  hudbud^ 
and  diie  sat  insensUde  to.  outer  objects,  tili 
itittraeted  by  a  deliciow.  perfuin^  tlwt 
greeted  her  senses^  she  csat  bä*.  ey^ea  ar 
roand^  and  behel4  tJie  bajoeikgr  oi  2t?rin- 

dimr  inthe-^paclnent  wluah  bad^ÜWMi 
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thröwn  opeti  to  i^mit  air,  filled  with  nu-^ 
merous  plants  of  a  rare  and  beautiful  na- 
ture,  in  füll  bloom. 

Before  slie  had  time  to  inquire  whence 
they  came^  a  servant  entering  the  apart<- 
ment,  said — "  Miss  Gertrude  Lambton, 
ma'am,  sent  those  plants  to  ypu  this  mom- 
mg,  with  her  compliments,  and  desired 
you  to  be  informed  that  she  will  call  upon 
you  about  noon." 

The  kindiiess  (^  Grertrude  affected  the 
heart  of  Mrs.  Dorrilon  almost  as  greatly 
as  the  unkindness  of  her  husband. 

With  the  hour  of  noon  anived  Miss 
Latnbton,  agreeably  to  her  appointment 
By  Chance  Mrs.  Dorrilon  met  her  in  the 
halL— **  My  dear  friend,"  she  said,  "  why 
h?ive  you  done  this?"  pointing,  as  slje 
spoke,  first  to  the  rocking-horse,  and 
thence  to  the  plants  in  the  window,  as  she 
led  her  by  the  band  into  the  breakfast  a- 
partment. 

**Cmi  any  thing  which  a  friend  who 
knows  your  heart  is  abl^  to  do  for  you  be 

VOL.  I.  L  too 
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töo  much  ?^  ejaculated  Gertruds  "  They 
are  trifles,  mere  trifles — 1  am  ashämed  to 
offer  them ;  but  trifles  sometimes  aet  as 
alleviations,  at  least  for  the  moment ;  and 
a  moment's  pleasure,  you  know,"  she  add- 
ed,  smiling  as  she  spoke,  *•  as  some  author 
expresses  it,  *  is  worth  an  age  of  pain  f 
and  with  these  words,  pressing  the  band 
of  Mrs.  Dorrilon,  she  ran  and  caugbt  lit- 
tle  Ameliä  in  her  arras»  and  began  to  sing 
hursery  »ongs  to  her  and  her  doli. 

Rlrs  Dorrilon  suffered  a  few  minutes  to 
elapse,  then  said — **  Pardon  me,  Gertarude, 
we  are  ftiends,  with  whom  no  ceremony 
should  or  can  exist ;  yoür  friendship  I  es- 
teem  beyond  every  consideration  in  life ; 
but  I  will  not  allow  you  to  debar  yourseUJ 
in  Order  to  fumish  little  gratifications  to 
me  andmy  children :  I  value  them beeaulse 
they  are  y our  gifts ;  I  value  the  mötive 
still  more ;  but,  in  the  name  oi?  friendship, 
I  intördict  a  repetition  of  this  eonduct." 

*•  You  know  I  will  do'  as  I  please,  so 
say  no  more  aböut  it,"  answered  Gertrude, 

with 
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with  one  of  her  hxuikj  kugl».  ''  I  wiU 
atay  and  dine  witb  jrou  tordaf«  tnd  you 
will  have  another  visitor  besid«,'* 

"  Wha  k  Ibit?''  ^ed  AnMUa. 

^^  Your  8on  Geoijgj«/*  repUed  Mis»  l4amk^ 
ton ;  **  I  am  intimate  with  his  master,  mA 
I  IttTe  been  and  soKcited  a  bolidity  foc 
imK  andexpecfc  to  aee  faim  here  everj  mi- 
tuitn^ ;  I  thought  it  Siight  be  n  gratifioa? 
tion  to  you  to  have  him  witb  you  ii  fevf 
hoLirft/* 

^'  Oh,  bow  kindj  bow  oamidemte  !**  Mrs. 
I)oixil9&  Wns  boginiüng  to  sfky,  whe^ 
George  ran  skipping  intp  tli^  room« 

^^  C^iWuacifiKi»''  he  st^id»  *'  <xBiy  ^höik>  I 
hay^  ,got  $  wJiöle  hc^^y;  and  wlap  d^ 
yQSi  l3^njk  it  was  procured  it  £&t  me?  deap 
Miss  ilGr^tQide  LaoibMi ;  #nd  ahe  m^dp 
me  A  pi^99(^lt  (^  thi«  b^fiuf^ifiil  gold  wsixk 

^  ms  lie  ijpokAi 
'^.  ^'Qfrtrftd^  i^aitnide,  tM«  «tust  npt« 

i^t^  noi  ib»r  4«»d  Mis.  PiomloB. 
fM  jm  im  grnng  ta  qnarml  i»tfa  mei;' 

L  $  replied 
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;  replied  Miss  Lambton,  '*  I  wilt  go^  home 
to  dinner  myself^  and  take  George  back  to 
bis  school.**- 

'^  We  will  diseuss  the  point  at  another 
opportünity  then,"  rejoined  Mrs.  Dorri- 
lon. 

"  It  will  be  a  distant  one,"  retümed 
Gertmde ;  and  the  present  mpments  were 
giveii  to  transi^it  happiness  by  the  fbnd 
mother  and  her  children. 

Shortly  arrived  the  iirst  day  of  the 
montb,  Ott  the  moming  of  whieh  Dorri-  ' 
Ion,  as  usual)  appeared  in  the  dresdng« 
room  of  bis  wife. 

StruggHng  to  assume  a  cbeerfulness  of 
X5ounten2ff»3e,  Amelia  said — ^  I  am  happy 
to  inforin  yoü,  Augustus»  tbat  1  am  this 
mm)th  i^ixteen  pounds  your  debtor,  and 
hope/ by  judiciöus  retren^mients,  to  be 
more  s^  when  we  meet  agäii  upon  this 
subject.  I  find  that  my  diildreii  liow  en- 
.gage  isö  tniicfa  of  my  time  and  attention, 
that  I  shBll  be^  happy  to  withdraw  myself, 
In  a  gr^t  measure^  from  society ;  and  in 
:  that 
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tfaat  Gase,  you  know,  ihy  waiting-woman 
will  be  entirely  superfluous,.  which  will  at 
käst  reduce  our  family  to  one  individual 

Her  words  appeared  to  afiect  him,;  he 
bent  down  his  head,  and  pretended  to  po« 
iish  the  top  of  bis  boot  with  the  sleeve  of . 
his  coat.    In  a  few  moments,  with  a  half-* ' 
avoied  oountenance,  he  said — '*  Far  be  It 
ÜGox  me,  Ainelia,  to  deprive  you  of  any 
Gomfort  whick  my  means  or  ability  can. 
render  you  ;  I  wish  to  see  you  beloved— 
delight  in   seeing    yo\t  suixounded  by 
fiiendsi       '* 

^  One  true  friend,"  said  Amelia^  endea^ . 
vouring  to  be  playful,  '^  is  as  much  as  any 
mortal  has  a  right  to  expeet;  and  the 
name,  without  the  reality,  is  like  a  child's 
rattle,  an  4inmeaning  toy,.  worth  nothing 
bat  the  sound.'* 

"  But  a  false  friönd— "  said  Donilon; 

"  Is  still  iiförse,**  repUed  Amelia ;  "  it  is 
the  latent  pmson  that  luUs  to  sleep  the 

LS  senses. 
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seTises,,and  then  robs  the  temple  of  honoar 
of  its  treasure/' 

Dorrilon  rose ;  he  caugbt  her  band,  and 
pressing  it  in  bis,  said — "  You  are  a  tem- 
ple of  l)eauty,  ofvirtue,  of  sensibility;  be- 
ware  that  you  are  not  robbed  P      - 

AfFeetion  beamed  in  bis  eye— ^rierjgy 
characterized  bis  feelings ;  seiisations  inde- 
finable  assailed  the  beart  of  AMelia.  Re- 
solved  to  speak — ^*  The  casual  topic  ap- 
pearS  to  carry  great  weigbt  to  your  feel- 
ings/' she  said, 

"  in  as  much  as  it  cöncems  you,  dear, 
dear  Amelia!"  he  replied,  "  and  lio  fiir- 
ther.*» 

Upon  the  words,  **  dear^  dear  Ameliä !" 
Mrs.  Dorrilon  paused;  was  it  possiUe 
that  she  was  still  bis  "  dear,  dear  AmeHa?* 
Her  beart  tbrilled  with  a  jöy  which  her 
fears  almost  forbade  her  to  cherish :  at 
length  she  command^  a  clear  ütterance, 
and  begged  bim  to  explain  bimself. 

"  Tim  sure  you  cannöt  doubt  that  I 

love 


love  you,'*  he  replied ;  "  but  I  do  more 
tban  love  you — I  value  you ;  you  are  au 
inestimable  being,  and  deserve  evei-y  ten- 
d^  oonsideration  from  those  with  whom 
you  are  connected.  Promise  me,  tben,  as 
one  to  whom  your  happiness  is  most  dear^ 
to  pursue  the  ^vice,  to  comply  with  the 
xequest  which  I  am  about  to  make  of  you^ 
You  may»  and  doubtless  will  consider  it  a 
veiy  eruel  reqiiest,  especiaily  as  I  shall 
assign  no  motive  for  advancing  it»  but 
that  it  is  for  your  eventual  good ;  still,  I 
niQst  eamestly  entreat  you  to  aooede  to  it 
ReUnquish  all  acquaintance  with  Mi^  Ger^ 
trude  Lambton.'' 

Mi&  Dorrilon  did  not  immediately  re^ 
ply, — ^**  He  can  haye  no  motiv«  for  this 
requestr"  ahe  considered,  "  bu[t  tliat  of 
dreading  that  Gertrude  should  betnty  tö 
me  his  jsecret.'"  She  looked  at  him  inqiü- 
™gly»  and  then  Said — "  It  is  indeed  a 
most  unacGountable  and  severe  task  which 
you  impose  upon  me;  but  when  I  took 
the  name  of  wife,  the.  vow  of  obedience».at 
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the  same  time,  passed  my  lips^  and  it  sball 
be  adhered  to ;  I  will  see  Mlsjs  Lambton 


no  iriore." 


Augustus  appeared  delighted  at  her  ae« 
quiescal,  placed  the  same  sum  of  mon^y 
on  the  table  before  her,  whic^  he  had  left 
there  on  the  preceding  month,  and  part- 
ed  from  her  in  the  most  afieotiönate  noanner. 

Amelia  sat  for  some  minütes  buried  in 
reBecfäon ;  the  more  she  eonsidered  the 
more  she  feit  convinced  that  her  husband 
oöuld  haVe  no  motive  for  his  coi^duct,  but 
his  apprebension  of  Gertrude  beiiig  im- 
pelled,  by^the  more  than  o(»nmoki  fiiend- 
ship  which  it  was  evident  to  the  most 
careless  eye  that  she  bore  her^  to  disciose 
to  her  his  inconstancy. 

She  took  a  sheet  of  paper  from  her 
desk,  and  wrote  the  foUowing  letter  :-^ 


"  MY  BEAU  FRIEND,  '        -  ■ 

"  For  as  such  I  must,  and  ever 
will   regaid  you,    my  mind  is  at  this 

time 
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time  in  a  state  unfit  for  elaborate'  discus-- 
sion ;  I  can  only  State  facts,  and  leave  it 
to  your  own  inertimable  and  penetrating 
heart  to  oonceive  my  feelings^  when  I  am 
eompelled  to  say,  farewell,  for  ever,  to> 
Gerbrüde  Lambton  !  But  such  is  the 
case ;  *  I  am  forbidden :  to  converse  wit})^ 
yott  again ;  that  being  to  whose  mandaie 
I  am^  by  the  ties  of  religion^.  bound  to 
bend)  commandatfaesacrifice  of  friendship«^ 
Faiewell^  then^  dear  Gertrade !  May^ 
every  blessing,  which  you  so  well  know* 
how  to  bestow  on  others,  attend  yourself ! 
And,  oh!  omit  not  sometimes  to  think  of 
her  who  will  never  cease  to  reflect  on  yoii^ 
with  gratitude  and  love ! : 

"  Your  unalterable  friendi 
"  Amelia  Dorrilon.'*' 


The  letter  was  sealedand  sent ;.  and,  in^ 
the  course  of  about  a  couple  of  hours»  the 
fi^wing  answer  was  retumed  :?—- 

L  5^  "  Ameliaj, 


•*  Amelja, 

**  You  are  a  fool;  you  suffer 
yourself  to  be  tramf^ed  upon  by  a  brate, 
who  mocks  your  faith  and  ridicules  your 
bumility.  As  you  have  so  tamely  y ielded 
in  this  point,  expect '  to  find,  that,  in  the 
«ourse  of  a  few  w^ks,  yourself  and  your 
children  will  be  .oommänded  tp  quit  the 
house  of  their  husband  and  father,  in  or« 
der  to  make  room  for  a  more  favoured 
mistress;  at  whom  you  may  guess^  Wbat- 
ever  befalls  you,  recollect  that  I  have 
tvarned.you,  and  remember  that  you  still 
have  a  friend  in 

"  Gertrude  Lambtok." 


Amelia  passed  the  evening  alone,  and  a 
wretched  evening  it  was.  Aböut  the  sup- 
per-hour  Dorrilon  joined  her;  he  had 
dined  out,  and  appeared  ffau^ed  vdth 
winer^a  State  in  which  she  faad  scai^y 
ever  befere  beheld  him. 

He  spoke  not  tili  the  sandwich-tray 

was 
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was  removed,  and  the  servants  had  retired ; 
then  drawing  his  chair  nearer  to  hers— 
"  Amdia/'  he  said,  "  I  «incerely  trish  we 
had  never  quitted  the  country;  we  were; 
in  my  opinion,  far  happier  there  than  we 
have  been  in  this  city  ;  and  I  feel  greatly 
inelined  to  return  to  it.  We  have,  to  con- 
fess  the  trUth,  lived  too  fast  here»  and  it  is: 
neceseary  for  us  to  make  a  change,  which. 
wo  plan  can  so  well  efifect  as  that  of  re- 
tirihg  to  ft  place  where  we  are  strangers; 
We  are  here  at  the  distence  of  scareely  an 
hundred  mileaftom  Wales;  Itlrink  I  will 
go  thitherr  and  endeavour  tb  find  some 
pleasant  spot  of  retirement,  to  which  we' 
may  imniediately  proceed.  Do  you  think 
you  could  be  once  raore  happy  in  seclu- 
sion?'' 

"Where  you  and  my  children  are,"  re- 
plied  Mrs.  Dorrilon,  "there  is  all  the  So- 
ciety which  I  covet.** 

Augustus  did  not  reply,  but  pressed  her 
affiäctionately    to    his    breast;    and    she 
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thought  she  perceived  a  tear  start  into  hk 
eye  m  he  did  so. 

*^  He  has  seen  hls  error,  and  is  reclaiaiw 
edf"  reflected  Amdia ;  aiid  Amelia,  that 
night,  closed  her  eyes  with  a  li^ter  heart 
than  she  had  done  for  months  before. 

If  it  had  actually  been  the  cas^  as  Arne* 
lia  had  surmised,  that  Dorrilon  had  indul» 
ged  ratfaer  too  fieely  with  the  bottle,  on 
the  preceding  evening,  he  arose  cairn  and 
collected  on  the  following  mormng,  and 
dedared  it  his  positive  intention  to  pto- 
ceed  to  Wales,  in  the  course  of  a  ffew  day% 
in  search  of  a  new  abode. 
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CHAPTER  IV: 


Amongst  the  drcle  of  JK rs.  Donilon's 
acquaintance  were  two  Single  ladie% 
named  Harrawby — an  aunt  of  forty^  and 
a  niece  of  seventeen  i  the  former  3tiff  and 
scandalons,  the  latter  silly  and  talkatiye^ 
With  females  of  this  descriptiion^  gossip- 
ping  is  the  order  of  Ufe ;  and  otie  day, 
about  this  time,  they  both  honpured  Mrs« 
Dorrilon  with  a  morning  call. 

After  various  other  subj^te  had  heen 
discussed— ^ '*  La^  Mrs.  Dorrilon  !"  ex* 
claimed  the  niece,  *^  is  it  true  that  you 
and  Miss  Gertrude  Lambton  have  quar- 
relled?^ 

**  We  have  not' had  a  dissenting  word,? 
was  the  reply. 

"  Then^  la  T  retumed  Misa  Lucy,  **  how 

vastly 


vastly  odd  of  yoii  to  break  off,  after  being 
so  uncommon  intimater 

Mrs«  Dorrilon  did  not  answer,  and  Lu* 
cy  continued. 

"  Pray  was,  it  true,  Mrs.  Dorrilonr,  that 
she  gave  your  children  such  a  q^uantity  of 
nice  toys,  and  sent  you  such  beautifid 
plants,  and  made  George  ä  piksen  t  of  a 
wateh  ?" 

**  I  hÄve  been  indebted  to  Miss  Ger- 
trude  Lambton  fbi*  many  acts  of  the  kind- 
est  dvility,*^  returned^  Amelia. 

•^  Weil,  that  makes  people  think  it  so 
vastly  odd  that  you  never  visit  one  another 
now,**  rejoined  Miss  Lucy. 

"  I  never  could  havef  quarreHed  with 
any  body  that  had  been  so  good  to  iny 
children.  I  repeafe,'*  said  Mrs.  Dorrilon, 
^  that  we  have  not  quarreHed.** 
^  •*  La?  well,  it  is  vastly  ödd,  I  declare,** 
retumed;  Miss  Lucy;  "  to  be  sure,  you 
knowyour  own  seerets  bedt ;  bufe  it's  vast- 
ly oddr 

A  shoit'Sfilenee  eni^ed;-  Mis»  Lucy 
.      '  broke 


brbke  it. — "  La,  Mn.  Donilon !  did  you 
never  think  it  vaatly  odd  where  Miss  Ger« 
trade  Lambton  got  the  money  to  make 
presents  and  things  with?  Every  body 
knows  tliat  the  Miss  Lambtons  haye  only 
four-and«twenty  pounds  a-year  a-piece  to 
find  thepaselves  m  d^hes  and  coachhireA 
La !  I  am  sure  I  should  look  a  pretty  sight 
if  I  had  no  more  than  that ;  shoiildn't  I, 
aunt?'' 

Another  short  silenoe  ensued,  whicb 
Miss  Lucy  again  brpke. — "  La,  Mrs.  Dor-p 
rilpn  r  she  said,  **  you  are  such  a  vastly 
good-tempered  woman,  that  t  dare  say  you 
often  used  to  laid  her  a  litüe  xopney ;  did 
not  you,  Mrs.  Dorrilon  ?" 

"  I  never  lent  Miss  Gerjtrude  Lambtoq 
a  Shilling  in  nay  Ufe,'*  replied  Mrs*  Dor- 
rilon, "  rior  ever  knew  her  to  be^in  want 

of  pecuniory  osisistaiKä^." 

?  WelJ,  it's  vmüy  odd,*'  rejqined  Miss^^ 
Lucy,  **  fi»  every  body  ihought  you  used 
tohelp  her' out  a  littte»  becaus^  you  two 
were;  so  intimatei^' 

A  third 


A  thtrd  sileAce  took  place.  Miss  Häp 
rowby  dissolved  it  witli  two  or  three  saga* 
eiöus  hemsy.  aocömpanied  by  two  or  three 
^ually*sagaciö\is  nods  of  the  bead,  and 
tumsof  the  öye,  directed  art  Mrs,  Dor- 
lilon,  änd  t^^n  spokfe  tbus^ — **  You  are  a 
woman^  ma'ätn^  univiersäily  aüowed  to  be 
equally*  prudent  and  virtuöua,  and,  no 
doubt^  the  sad  sftory  in  cmnilation  relative 
to  Miss  Gertrude  Lambton  has  resolved 
you  tO' withdraw  yöürsdf  friöm  so  un- 
worthy  an  aequkintance.^ 

Miss  Lucy  tittered';  -Mrs.  Dorrilon 
looked  surprised,  andsaid- — ^^  I  have  heard 
no  report  to  her  prejudioe  * 

"  Bless^  me,  indeed!"  ^acüläted  Mis» 
Härrowby;  **  r  need  not  be  afraid 'to 
speak,  nia'äm,for  if  s  in  every  body's  mouth; 
poor  thihg^  I^pity  her,  and  still 'more  do  I- 
pity  her  poor fäther,  fö^he  is  a^Wörthy  man: 
what  will  he^hink  Whe»  he  heär»  of  ft? 
Ihdeed  I  sihcerely  hope  he  neveridH; 
But  there  are  so  many  pretended  ftiends' 
in: the  world,  who makeapoint of  com- 
-  municating 


muDicating  what  they  shonld  withhold^ 
that  I  fear  it  must  oome  to  bis  ears  at  last 
Why,  ma'am»  it^s  confidently  reported 
that  Miss  Gertrude  Lambton  has  tieen  re» 
peatedly  seen  Walking  aböut  the lanesand 
fields  near  the  city,  after  dusk»  in  Company 
with  a  sailor.'' 

^  No,  aunt,  not  a  saifor^**  exciainied  Miss 
Lucy,  "  a.lieutenänt  in  the  navy.*^ 

'*  Nonsense,  child,"  replied  the  aunt  i 
*^  you  know  Mrs.  Blowooal  told  us  dnly 
last  night,  that  if  he  was  any  thing  aböve 
a  common  sailor,  he  was  only  a  midship^ 
man  at  most." 

**  La,:aunt!  how  can  you  ti^  so  vaßfdf' 
odd?"  cried  Miss  Lucy :  **  yoü  know  midr 
shipmen  are  almost  all  quite  boys;  and 
every  body  allows  this  was  a  full-grown 
man,  and  a  very  tall  one  toa" 

"  Well,  ma'am,''  said  Miss  Harrowby, 

again  directing  herseif  to  Mrs.  Dorrilon» 

^  be  that  as  it  may,  it  is  oertain  that  she 

was  Seen  Walking  with  a  man,  and  ana-it^ 

.     '     .  arm. 


arm  tcKs  in  the  places  and  at  the  time  I 
desciibe  to  you." 

**  I  cannot  credit  the  report,''  said  Ame- 
lia;  ^  I  believe  'Miss  Gertrade  Ijaml^h 
to  hare  too  mueh  virtue»  as  well  as  good 
sense  and  delicacy^  to  commit  sa  flagrant 
an  error.**  ^ 

•*  La!  tbere  now,  I  saidryou  wouldn't 
believe  it,**  c^aculated  Miss  Lucy.  •^  Well, 
I  miist  own  if  s  vastly  hard  to  bave  one's 
intimate  fiiends  tum  out  so  queer,** 

The  stttgeet  making  no  Impression  on 
Mrs.  DcHTilon,  was  dropped. 

"La,  Mrs.  Dorrilon !"  agam  began  th^ 
fökible  Iffisa  Lucy,  "  mnt  you  going  to 
aee  the  fiisliions?  To.  be  sure,  y0u  knöw 
all  the  milliners  show  spring  &sbi€»)s  to« 
day  ?  They  saQr  Miss  Bdbsoii  has  got  the 
prettiest  things  in  nature;  bot  my  aunt  is 
,ao  vastly  odd,  she  woht  letxne  go  to  her 
Ähopv** 

WStb  amother  sagacious  hem;  and  nod 
of  thef  hted-^"  I  will  never  ccmsent  to  the 
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encouragemo^it  of  deprayed  eharttctera/' 
pmnounced  Mi^  Hänrowby» 

*' Well,  k  now»  A(iis.  JQwril<Mi»'' msnmed 
Miss  Liucy»  **  fisnt  aunt  too  partimilar  ? 
Tli6y  only  say  Wm  Beben  was  once  kept 
by  aa  officer ;  nobody  pay»  any  thing  aboul 
her  now ;  but  aimt  is  8q  vastly  &taroh  and 
odd.*' 

Mrs.  Döirilon  m»ply  rematked,  tbat 
äiose  were  pduts  upon  wbidi  all  indivi« 
dttäls  mu9t  act.  aoeoiiding^  to  their  own 
Jttdgment ;  mid  her  slow  remarks,  almost 
asoiouiiftiiig  to  teeittirttityi  aflSbrdiUg  Utile 
mtertamment  to  her  yisbofs»  they»  to  her 
HO  small  sati^etinm,  took  their  fetiy^,  not 
qmtting  herwithoiifc  h&vitig  left  her  am* 
^e  matter  fdr  mfleotion ;  hut  a  stäl  wider 
fi^  for  the  watagferiRgs  6f  tfae  itimgiiiatiori 
was  prepariiig  fer  her» 

The  thne  had  been  appokitdd»  without 
delay,  at  which  Mr.  *  Donilon  was  to  sei 
out  for  Wales,  and  it  had  beeö  agreed  that 
he  w^  to  travel  on  horseback,  attcended 
önly :  hy  hfe  groom«    .0»  tbe  evenkig  pre- 

vious 


vious  to  the  ddy  ^edtined  for  hisjsetthi^ 
out,  he  retum^  harne]  tö  he  gdnersdly  did» 
abottt  tiie  supper^hour^  bat  evidently  in- 
toxicated;  he  appeated^  however»  in  tbe 
height  of  good«^htibiour,  and  very  Bhörtly 
retired  to  rest  Qn  the  following  morn- 
ing,  having^.dispatched  afti  early  breakfast, 
and  being  informed  that  his  horse  was  at 
the  dobr,  be  bade  .fiorewell  to  bis  wife,  and 
taking  üp  Im  bat  froip  a^tofii,  on  whicb  he 
had  throWn  it  on  the  preceding  eveiiing^ 
he  was  leaving  the  apartment,  when  be, 
suddenly  disecKr^red  that  bis  pocket^band- 
kerchi^lHfid  ghniss/whk^  he^usuaBy  car- 
ried  in  bis  hat,  Were  Aot  within  it.  Tlie 
room  wisUi  searched,  bat  they  were  no  wbere 
to  be  fbund.  Anötber  jpair  of  gloves  were 
imme^iately  purchased;  aiid  another  band« 
kercfaief  brought  bim ;  but  be  regretted 
the  ohe  wbtcb  be  had  lost,  for  he  was 
sometimes  whirmical  about  trüBes,  and  it 
had  been  of  a  peculiar  pättern^  to  wbich  he 
was  attached^ 
Xt  was  an  invitlog  May  looming ;  and 
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when  Dörülon  was.gone,  AmeUa  resotveä 
to  widk,  and  visit  some  of  her  pemioners, 
amongst  whom  was  the  <dd  uroman  from 
whom  she  had  first  leamt  the  benevolence 
of  Miss  Gertrude  Liambton's  heart.  On 
arriving  at  the  cottage,  she  found  the  old 
woman  sitting  at  her  spinning*wheel,  and 
upon  her  entrance,  observed  her  to  snatch 
something  from  the  table,  which  she  hastily 
thrust  mto  a  basket  of  yam  by  her  side. 
Rapid  as  was  the  action  of  the  old  woman» 
it  was  not  so  quick  but  that  Amelia  clearly 
discemed  the  pocket*handkerchief  which 
her  husband  had  lost,  and  also  observed 
the  fingers  öf  a  glove. 

Wliat  could  she  oonceive  from  so  unao- 
comitable  a  circumstance  ?  She  could 
only  cendode  tiiat  Dorrilon  must  have 
dropped  thöm  in  thö  street,  and  the  old 
woman  luive.lbunds^tfadm,  and  that  being 
tmwilling  to  be  qiiestioiiai  how  they  had 
come  into  her  possesdon,  she  had  thus  se- 
ereted  them  friom  obserratiön«  .  It  was  eh- 
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tirsly  ooiitiar3r  to  ^ke  natare  o£  Ameim  to 
advBQoe  aiij  inquiries  upon  a  busmess  of 
this  kind;  and  after  a  veiy  short  stay  at 
the  oottage,  sfae  retumed  home. 


CHAPTER  V, 


Om  die  ftÜMring  day,  whilst  Mi&  Doicr 
rüon  sat  at  dinna*  wiüi  her  cliüdcen»  a 
gentibmui,  wlio  was  an  intimste  fiimd 
of  her  husbandX  nas  aonounaed.  Ski 
was  somewhat  surpxned  al::.thd  uwiwfti 

* 

faour:  of  his  tkü;  and.  still  aatom  lo.  at  the 
address  aoth  viiidi  he  appearod  faefiiie:hfi& 
'<  Excuse  my  abrtqtl;  etttitnitt#>  Mx& 
JEbnäan/'  he  saiA,  ^^  bat  ffbuhiore  dpfßhit- 
fesfi  hattnd  af  tfae  8t]iiti|(eti«naactiDii«rUo^ 
lias  QocuirBed  tiua  nbciuiig^  and  95 1  Jcnovr 
4fae  timiSäty  trf  JadJBs  nyattithase  ocpasion^ 
j  coßadtred  it  my  dutj  ito  ba  as  ^wAipt 
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as  possible»  in  the  absenoe  of  my  friend 
Augustu^  in  acqaainting  you  that  it  does 
not  in  the  käst  affect  hiu." 

''  I  am  an  utter  stranger,  sir»**  replied 
Mrs.  Dorrilon»  '*  to  what  you  alhi^«'* 

*'  Is  it  possible,''  ratumed-  Ur.  Will« 
more, ''  that  the  story  has  not  readied  you  ? 
If  such  18  the  case,  I  wish  I  had  faeen  less 
abrupt  in  my  endeavours  to  dissipate^  as  I 
believed,  anxiety.  The  case»  malamt  is 
thk: — A  forgery  has  this  moraing  beeil 
attempted  to  be  committed  upon  the 
county  bank»  by  iheans  of  a  cdieque  fyr  five 
hundred  pounds,  to  whi^  Mr.  Dorrilon's 
nauie  is  attached ;  but  the  impositlon  was 
imxnediately  dkooveied,  and  tfau%  ferta^ 
nately,  the  demand  was  not  answered«  lä 
IS  a  möst  unaooountable  story.  The  chequ^ 
was  presented  by  a  poor  old  womui»  and 
its  viäidity  being  suspected  by  the  sitperioi^ 
dei4c»  who  has  b^en  in  the  ecmstant  haUt 
of  aUfiwering  Mr.  DorvSon's  drkfts,ahe  was 
deteitied  and  questimied.  In  rc^y  ti»  the 
mquiries  made  of  her,,  she  said-^*  l%at  sha 
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bad  inet  a  lady  in  the  street,  who  faad 
stopped  her»  and  tdd  her  that  she  bad 
some  money  to  reoeive  that  moming  at  the 
bankrbut  disliking  to  go  into  the  office 
amongst  the  derks»  die  would  ^ve  her  a 
shiiring  to  go  for  her,  and  wait  her  retum 
ät  the  eomer  of  the  Square/  Persons  were 
immediately  sent  to  the  corner  of  the 
Square  in  ebnest  of  the  lady,  but  none  was 
tö  be  found.  The  next  step  was  to  ex- 
amihe  in  whose  favour  the  cheqiie  was 
drawn,  and  it  was  fouiid  to  be  in  that  of  a 
Miss  Fnmces  Belson,  who,  it  seems,  is  a 
lAilliner,  lately  come  to  reside  in  town ; 
and  she  and  the  old  woman  are  now  both 
before  g  mägistrate,  undergoing  an  exami- 
hation." 

From  this  conversation,  upon  which  it 
must  be  needless  to  state  the  reflections  of 
Mrs»  Donüon,  we  pass  to  the.  apartmait 
of  the  magistrate.  The  old  woman  was 
the  first  que^tioned.  Her  replies  corres- 
potided  implkdtly  with  tho^e  which  she 
had  n^eio  the  clerks  in  the  bank;  and 
*    I  on 


S41 

on  being  eonfironted  witfa  Miss  Belson»  and 
asked  if  sbe  were  the  person  from  wbom 
fihe  received  the  cheque,  she  answered, 
that  the  tnnsaction  had  been  of  so  hurried 
a  nature,  that  she  had  not  had  time  to 
contemjilate  the  features  of  the  ^perMn  by 
whom  she  had  been  addressed ;  but  that 
if  Ulis  were  the  lady,  her  dress  was  entirely 
changed. 

Fanny  Belson  was  next  questioned. 
She  replied  with  modesty,  but  with  a  de* 
gree  of  firmn<ds$,  arising,  as  it  «ppeared 
in  the  shape  of  seif  pseservation,  from  the 
unpleasont  Situation  in  which  she  was 
placed.  She  solemnly  denied  not  only 
the  bandwriting  not  to  be  hers,  but  de- 
dared  herseif  ignorant  of  all  kaowledge  of 
the  transaction.  She  oonfessed  that  she 
had  fbirmerly  known  Mr.  Dorrilon  when 
he  resided  with  lüs  aunt  in  the  oountry ; 
she  had  seen  him  sinoe  her  residenoe  in 
äiat  dty ;  but  she  believed  him  tp  have 
fiivgotten  her,  as  he  had  twice  passed  her 
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tbe  Street  nviChout  tiiming  his  eye  to* 
wtfda  her;  and  these  fitcts  she  lelt  oertain, 
firom  what  8he  knew  cf  bis  getiend  dianc- 
tec  ts  a  nUtn  and  a  gentlexnui»  that  he 
would  not  disavow.  She  could  also  ptove 
from  her  books  and  reoeipted  bills»  that 
in  consetjuaice  of  the  recent  death  of  a 
respected  friend,  from  whom  she  bad 
handsomely  inherited,  she  was  far  remoyed 
fropfi  the  necessity  of  resorting  tp  crime 
fot  peeüniary  assistance. 
*  Tbe  assertions  of  the  suspected  wagb 
littie  in  tbe  breast  of  tbe  law ;  and  üpcm 
tbe  atrength  of  the  *  presumptive  ^»of 
wUieh  appeared  against  them,  Fanny  Bei- 
son  and  .the  old  woman  were  botli  com* 
mitted  to  take  their  trial  at  the  ensuing 
assizes. 

Mrs.  Dorrilon  feit  extremely  desirous  of 
acqnainting  her  husband  with  whät  was 
passing^  but  it  was  impossible  for  her  to 
geatify  her  wish,  for,  in  consequence  of  ike 
Wandering  plan  lipon  which  he  had  set  i9ut 

in 


*i9 

inquestof  their  new  habitation»  he  had 
not  left  hev  my  address  bjr  whicb  A» 
coald  wiite  to  him  during.  his  abaence.  . 

The  attraapted  forgeiy  W9$  the  tol^ 
tiopie  whiob  oocupied  the  tongue«  of  the 
eity;  and  Mrs«  Dorrilon»  with  aome  de- 
gree  of  surprise,  heard  that  the  old  woman 
whb  wis  Fanny  Belson'8  fellow-prkoner» 
and  'whöse  nam^  was  Martha  Brown»  was 
her  oLd  pendoner«  Martlia,  bowever,  Mrs. 
Dorrilon  herseif  oould  hardly  explain 
why^  had  fidlen  in  her  opinion  sinoe  the 
cubumstanoe  of  the  gloves  and  the  hand« 
keidiief,  and  her  fedings  were  not  so 
warinly  excited  towards  her  present  miifer« 
timate  sitüafeiot),  as  tbey  would  have  b^en 
badher  mfaid  been  diyested  of  this  reeol« 
lection« 

The  .ordimffy  of  the  jdity .  gaol»  in  urhich 
Fanny  Belaan  and  MartL  Bmwn  were 
confined,  was  the  reverend  Geoige  Lamb- 
tm^  the  eider  brother  of  the  lady  of  that 
TUism,  who  has  long  sioce  been  introdtioed 
in  tbese  pages.    He  was  a  man  of  tihe  most 
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«(Hiciliatmg  and  amiäble  disposition— he 
was  a  man  wlio,  in  every  sense  of  the 
Word,  was  the  friend  c^  man.  The  living 
with  wfaich  he  was  gifted  was  o£  so  Ut- 
ile value,  as  to  aflbrd  a  slender  intxnn^ 
even  to  a  Single  man,  and  it  was  but  very 
trifimgly  inoreased  by  the  Situation  whidi 
we  bave  just  described  bim  to  hold;  but 
still  bis  purse,  as  wdl  as  bis  religiöus  ad- 
vice»  w&re  ever  at  the  oomihand  of  ihe 
needy;  and  although  bis  meek  and  hum-f 
ble  eharitableness  to  mankind  tied  bis 
tongue  upon  bis  tnie  inötives  for  filling 
tbe  Office  in  wbich  be  appears  before  us  in 
tbis  narrative,  tbe  real  cause  öf  bis  so  do- 
ing  was  tbe  opportunity  whicb  it  granted 
bim  of  soothin^  tbe  beart  oJT  the  sufferer 
^%  with  reKgious  eonsolation,  leadiiig  ihe  sin- 
ner :to  repentance,  and  endeavouring  to 
grant  the  soul  of  the  criminal  an  alleviation 
in  its  passport  tä  futurily.  . 

Frequen t  ^  were  tbe  Visits  of  the  reve- 
rei^  Mr.  Lambton  to  Fanny  :BeIsön ;  fae 
coDJttted  her,  if  sbe  bad  been  girilty^  to 
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confess  the  crime  of  whidi  she  stood  ao 
cused  He  did  not  flatter  her  with  any 
ßilsely-raised  hapea  of  pardon ;  he,  on  the 
oontnury»  represented  to  her,  that  no  in- 
dulgenoe  could  be  expected  to  be  shewn 
to  one  who  häd  been  guilty  of  a  fbrgery : 
he  only  urged  her,  fc^  the  sake  of  her 
eventual  bltss,  to  make  a  candid  avowal  of 
the  truth,  and  by  al^uring  &!sehood,  and 
acknowledgii^  her  error,  to  die  in  peace 
with  h€r  Creator. 

Fanny  received  bis  admonitions  with 
gtatitude,  but  in  the  most  solemn  manner 
peraisted  in  her  innocence  of  the  crime 
iinputed  to  her.  In  the  oourse  of  their  va^ 
rious  conversations,  she  laid  before  him  a 
sbort  äcetch  pf  her  Ufe.  She  confessed  the 
iQtimacy  which  had  once  subsisted  between 
herseif  and  Mr.  Dorrilon;  subseqüently 
to  whidi,  she  acknowledgod  that  she  had 
been  proteeted  by  an  officer,  w:ho  was  lately 
dead,  and  had  bequeathed  to  her  a  hand- 
some  property,  npon  which  her  present 
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esiablishment  had  been  foiinded.  Agm 
and  again  she  averred  to  MrJLani1rton> 
that  her  errors  had  driginatedin  ignonnet 
and  want  of  educaUon  ;  bnt  Ümt  sbe 
thanked  God  for  having  lately  enabled 
lier  to  see  her  faults,  and  strengthened  her 
heart  r  with  fortitude  .  to  abstam  from  a 
repetition  of  her  former  conduct;  and  again 
and  agam  she  most  sokmnly  dedäred  that 
at  least  twelve  years  had  elapbed  since  she 
had  exchanged  a  word  with  Mr/Dorrilon; 
but  added,  that  froin  a  reooilection  t^past 
drcumstanoes»  he  tras,  of  afi  otüers»  the 
last  maii  upon  whose  pürse  or  feelings  she 
could  faave  been  tempted  to  oommit  an 
injury. 

There  was  an  ingenuousness,  a  virtue 
arising  froih  the  experience  of  its  oppo^te 
principle,  which  displayed  itself  in  tbe 
words  of  Fanny  Belson,  that  operated 
«trongly  in  her  ßivour  upon  the  benevo- 
lent  Mr.  Lambton ;  and  wh^n  hß  fomii 
lier  hwrt  jolready  self-admonished,  be  made 
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it  bis  study  ^  endeavour  to  oonsole  onei 
who  appeared  to  have  no  friend  on  earth 
buthimself. 

Hk  att^itions  were  also  directed  to* 
wardg  Martha  Brown;  but  it  Was  a  far 
le»  sat^afaetory  taak  than  that  of  visiting 
thetmly-pitilable,  and  to  him  apparently- 
innocent  Fanny  Belson.  Martha  display- 
ed  suUenness  at  her  oonfinement,  and  seem- 
ed  to  entertain  no  dread  for  tbe  event  of 
the  aeeusation  alleged  agamst.  her.  He 
was  doubtful  whetber  to  judge  her  conduct 
tbe  effeot  of  satisfied  irmocence,  or  of  that 
guflt,  whicb»  by  affected  negligence,  en- 
deavours  to  impose  itself  for  innocence 
upon  its  observers :  she  appeared  careless 
of  listening  to  his  8al^tary  admonitions ; 
and  in  woids  suited  to  the  lowness  of  her 
birth  and  education,  oonstantly  repeated 
to  bim,  that  she  knew  her  way  bnt  of  the 
wood. 

At  the  expiration  of  about  three  weeks 
Mr«  Dorrikm  retumed,  and  the  tale  with 
which  he  was  greeted  on  his  arrival,  ap- 
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peared  to  ntake  a  oonsideraUe  impressi(»i 
on  his  feelings.  When  the  life  of  a  fellow- 
being  was  oancerned,  he  said,  the  sligfater 
ceremonies  should  be  set  aside  by  eveiy 
humane  and  honest  heart;  he  therefore 
candidly  avowed  bis  former  aoquaintaiiee 
with  Fanny  Belson,  and  even  iedlowed  tbät 
he  knew  her  to  have  become  a  resident  of 
the  dty,  but  deckred  tbat  he  had  not,  to 
bis  knowledge»  seen  her  since  she  häd  dn^lt 
in  it;  and  above  aU,  stl^nuously  averred 
that  he  believed  her  incapable  of  the  eri* 
niinal  act  which  appearances  had  attached 
tp  her. 

Various  were  the  opiniohs  circulated 
through  the  eity  on  the  agitated  pennt ; 
the  handwriting  of  Fanny  BelskHi  had 
again  and  again  been  eompared  with  the 
diaracters  of  the  cheqtie,  and  an  almost 
equal  number  of  voioes  had  declared  Ahe 
similarity  and  dissimilarity  which  thcy 
Said  existed  between  them.  Some  were  of 
(^inion  that  certain  condemnation  must 
attend  both  her  and  the  old  woman ;  others 
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h^i^f  that  unless  substantial  evidence 
arose  against  them»  tbey  must  be  acquit- 
ted,  ftom  the  pre^uinptive  proof  upon 
which  they  were  now  detained 

At  lengtb  arose  tbe  morning^on  which 
the  judges  entered  the  dty,  and  the  foUow- 
ing  day  was  appointed  for  the  trial  of  the 
two  female  prisoners.  Abput  the  hour  of 
Doon. Mr.  Lämbton  once  more  visited 
Üketüy  exhorting  them  to  remember  how 
near  was  the  period  which  was  to  decide 
theif  &te..  He  found  Fanny  Be}son  in 
the  samecalm  State  of  mind.in  which  he 
faad  ever  beheld  her  since  the  first  mo>- 
ment  öf  her  imprisonment»  declaring  her. 
mriocence,  but.  in  words  devoid  of  irrita-»- 
tioui  or  vehemence- 

Martha  Brown  äppeared  greatly  dis* 
turbedinmind — **  Is  it  to-morrow,  sir," 
äxe  asked/  "that  I  am  to  be  tried  ?'* 

Mr.  Lambton  replied.  in  the  a£Brmative. . 

^  You  have  heretpfore,  sir/*  she  rejoin* 
edy«  "  been  so  kind  asto  ask  me  whether 
j<)U  oould  render  me  any  service ;  you  can; 
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do  me  a  veiy  great  one,  if  you  will  con- 
descend  to  consent  to  perform  4t  Pray, 
sir»  let  it  be  known  all  through  the  city 
that  I  am  resolved  to  turn  king's  evidenoe 
to-morrow,  and  save  myself.** 

Mr.  LambfaHi  endeavoured  tö  dtaw  her 
into  ftirther  explanation,  but  without  ef- 
fect.  He  inquired  of  her  if  Fanny  Belson 
Vere  innooent  or  guilty  ?  if  she  were  the 
person  against  wbom  she  intended  to 
make  confession  ?  if  any  other  persans  had 
been  concemed  in  the  af&ir?  But  he 
could  obtäiA  no  answer  from  her  but  that 
she  had  resolved  to  tum  evidefnce,  and 
by  condemning  the  guilty,  to  sare  herseif ; 
to  which  she  added — *'  You  wiH  recoUect, 
reverend  sir,  that  I  told  you  long  ago  I 
knew  my  way  out  <rf  the  wood." 

Döring  the  whole  of  the  day  preceding 
ihßt  ^ppointed  for  the  trial,  Dorriloh  ap- 
peated  restless  and  uneasy.  Mrs;  Dorn- 
Ion  vemarked  the  State  of  his  feellhgs,  and 
QOidd  not  forbear  imagining  that  it  was  ä 
proof  of  his  attachment  to  Fanny  Belson, 

and 
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and  l^is  fear  of  her  capital  aotiimamction, 
from  whicb  if  was  not  in  his  power  trf» 
preserve  hfer,  as,  in  the  case  of  forg^,  the? 
crown  had  become  the  prosecutor.      .       • 

As  she  sat  by  the  window  in  the  after^' 
noon,  she  saw  Gertrude  LambtDn  three  or- 
foür  timesf  successively  pass  the  house,  to-' 
wards'Svhich  she  frequently  direeted  hör 
eyes— i**lti  spiteof  all  the  Opposition  which. 
her  iKdndship  has  experienced;**  eonsider- 
ed  Amelia,  "ishe  ife  periiaps  wishing  to  see* 
ine,  that  she  may  endeavoiii:  to  console  me 
at  thü  tryirig  möment;  it  wduld  soothe 
my  heart  to  enjoy  her  conversatibn ;  but  J 
will  not  break  the  promise  which  I  have 
made  to  my  husband.^ 

Dorrilon  remained  at  home  dürihg  the^ 
greater  part  of  the  evening;  he  was  silent, 
and  appeared  dejectedi  A  few  moments. 
after  the  removal  of  the  supper-table,  fit* 
note  was^delivered  to  him ;  he  asked  if  it 
required  an  answer,  and  was  replied  to .  iii: 
the  negative.  HBö  read  it  fcwice,  pläced  it 
upon  the  tablb  before  him»,  and  sat  im- 
mei:sed  in  thoughtj 
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After  a  ahort  ißterval  he  read  it  a  lihird 
time,  placed  it  in  bis  poeket;  and  lefl  tbe 
apartment  Amelia  beard  him  enter.  bis 
study,  where  he  remained  only  a  few  mi- 
nytes,  and  then  quitted  the  house« 

The  dock  Struck  eleven,  and  stiU  Dor- 
lilon  did  not  retum.  At  the  ex(»iration 
of  another  half-hour  Mrs.  Dorrflon  took 
ber  candle,  and  proceeded  towacds  her 
diamber.  In  passing  through  a  gi^ery 
which  looked  into  a  garden^at  the  bade  pf 
the  house,  and  ^ca^tiug  her  eyes  towards 
the  casements,  to  whidi  tbey  were  attfact- 
ed  by  the  brilliancy  of  a  moonlight  night, 
she  pereeived  two  persons  standing  in  one 
of  the  walks,  and  on  approaching  nearer 
to  the  Window,  she  distinguished  one-  of 
them  to  be  her  husband,  and  the  other  a 
female,  cloj^ely  wrapt  in  a  dark  shawl  wlüch 
descended  %o  her  feet.  She  unmediatdy 
supposed  it  to  be  some  fnend  of  the  un- 
happy  Fanny  Belson,  supplicating  inm  for 
that  intercession  in  her  &vour  wbidi  it 
was  by  law  rendered  imposnbie  for  him  to 

make 
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make  in  her  behalf,  and  doubted  not  that 
the  note  which  she  had  seen  him  receive 
that  ev^uig  had  been  sait  to  request  the 
interview — "  Poor  deluded  girl !  Heaven 
have  mercy  on  thee '"  she  mentally  pro- 
nounoed,  and  retired  to  her  diamber» 

The  deckration  öf  Martha  Brown  hav- 
ing,  in  compliance  with  her  requeat,  been 
made  publicly  known  through  the  city, 
it  was  deemed  -expedient  that  she  should 
undergo  a  private  examination,  previous 
to  the  opening  of  the  court.  When  first 
questioned,  she  appeared  reluetwt  to  spe^k, 
wishing,  as  she  expressed  herself»  to  make 
her  confession  before  the  judge;  but  bßh)g, 
with  sorae  little  diiBculty/overruled  in 
thiB  indination,  she  dedared  herseif  pre- 
pared  to  answer  any  interrqgatories  that 
might  be  advanced  to  her. 

The  questions  which  thea  foUowed  w^re 
— **  Was  it  from  Miss  Belson  that  you  re-^ 
oeived  the  eheque  ?" 

**  No,  it  was  not*' 

*'  Are  you  acquainted  whether  Miss 
'  Belson 


Belson  R«  any  knowled'ge  of  the  transac- 

*'  I  am.  I  know  her  to  be  per£bctly  in-^ 
nooent*' 

^  If  you  call-  tfaus  steadäy  exculpate^ 
her^  you  can  doubtless  name  the  guilty 
party?* 

**  Yes,  Pean.  I  told  the  reverend  Mr., 
Lambtoir  yesterdäy,  that  I  woiild  speak^ 
the  truth  at  my  triaU  soidcondemii.the 
guilty-" 

«  Who  is  it  that  is  guüty  ?»*' 

•*  r  am  sorry  that  such  a  misfortune 
ahoutd  happen  to  such  a  worthy  man  asr 
Mr.Xambtcm,  but  it  was  bis  sister,  Miss 
Gertrudie  Lambton,  who  forged  the  paper.'* 

Consternation  seized  all  present.. — *^  Ate 
you  positive  of  what  you  say  ?*  was  the 
subsequent  inquity  addressed  to  her. 

^  I  cannot  be  mistakeh,**  she  änewered, 
•*  for  it  was  Mrritten  in  my  cottage.^' 

The  banker,  upon  whose  hoü^e  tlie  fdr^ 
gery  had  been  attempted  to  be  commitf  ed, . 
wa4i !a  wftftess'tO' the.  cotifeissiöirof  Martha 

Brown ; 


895 

Brown;  and  in  qnte  of  the  remoiisteiiioea 
of  sQine  present,  *who  ielt  more  pity  for 
the  iamily  with  whom  she  was  oonnected 
than  the  culpable  ihdividual  herseif,  proper 
officers  were  dispatehed  to  ccMiduet  her  to 
tbeir  presence. 

During  tfaeir  absenoe  various  were  the 
questions^  as  it  m»y  naturally  be  supposed^ 
which  were  advaneed  to  Martha  Brown 
relative  to  her  acquaintanoe  with  Miss 
lambton,  and  the  motive  by  whiefa  that 
young  lady  had  been  actuated  in  fixing^ 
upon  Mn  Dorrikm  as  the  otged;  of  her  ini«- 
quitous  attesipt 

The  old  woman  was  now  beoome  ex^ 
tremely  oommunkative,  and  the  truth 
flowed  unrestrained  from  her  ups ;  but  as 
her  acoount  was  möre  ^fifiuse  than  was  nab. 
cessary  to  the  eluddation  of  the  sübjeat, 
and  fi:equently  also  entangied  m  its  prOi. 
gress,  we  shall  give  an  aocount  of  the  mys^ 
terioiis  transaction  in  our  own  w<»id9. 

Diäy^  instances  piove .  Üiot  <  those  .  who 
4^  possefised  of  the,  stnngest  .leamii% 

frequently 


ftequently  nourish' the  weakest  of  imfi#, 
fbr  which  ass^rtion  we  A»  iiot  need  a  »mh« 
atrikiag  example  Uwn  that  of  the  great 
author  of  Rasselas»  and  an  individual  of 
UM  deecrhition  waa  Gertrude  LambtoEL 

Martfaa  Brown  was  one  of  those  woin&k 
eonstantljr  found  in  every  oorner  of  <tbe 
globe,  wlio  draw  gratuities  from  the 
purses  of  the  weak  andcreduhkia,  bj  pr»- 
tending  to  the  gii^  of  fbrtun^-telling,  alid 
'  f or  severat*  yeai»  past  Gertrude  I^mbtoh 
bad  been  in  the  habit  of  listefiing  to  the 
augurtitions  ofthis  modern  Sybil. 

Martha  Brown  had  a.  nepfaew.  naiped 
Chariesf  Rttsseb;  he wasa sailor on boarda 
fr^te,  ahd  whenever  his  ship  was  itloor^ 
in  tiie  roadfi,  smd  hefobtaihed  a  tejfDponai^ 
lea^i«  of  abkem^  ßom*  the  i^^ess^I^  he  passed 
the  thne  in  ^  Yisit  to  his  aunt  He  was 
a  yotuigrihan  of  abc^t  tv7enty4bar  yew^ 
of  age^.  of  a  good  Sorm,  aUd  of.  a  heutig 
and  peepoaaessing  coiinjfcenBiice,;;ia  sl»^ 
he  wae^  ü|Kin  tlie  wbole»  whal  jis  usoüllx 
dehctDoitaatedarTidgar.bötoty..    . 
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It  18  an  undeniable  trutb,  that  affeo 
tiims  and  indinatioiia  de  not  rae  in  Üue 
heart,  äeoording  to  the  ammlatfaig  ititua- 
tions  of  those  by  whom  they  aie  inspired 
or  experienced ;  JSvA  it  rests  with  every 
breast  eitber  to  repebivindulge  sueh  len- 
sations  at  tbeir  birtb,  and  'to  adh^  ta 
that  line  of  oonduct  wbich  can  alone  (»re»* 
senre  those  distinetions  in  soeiety  wbich 
act  unitedly  towards  tbe  happiness  of  the 
whole,  But  discretion  was  by  no  means 
a  characteristic  of  Gertrude  Lwibton.  Sbe 
not  only  feit  .that  the  young  man  bad. 
gained  an  asc^idancy  over  her  &eljnig$, 
but  allowed  bim  to  draw  tbe  confession 
ftom  her  Ups,  and  the  avowal  being  once 
made,  every  day  tended  more  strongly  ta: 
link  tbe  chain  by  wbich  sbe  bad  volun- 
tarily  bound  hersel£ 

Still,  if  not  a  sense  of  shame,  a  sense  of 
pride  resolved  her»  if  possible,  to  keep  her 
unfortunate  connexion  a  secret.    Sbe  pre- 
feaned  Charles  to  all  other  men  for  himself ' 
akme ;  he  preferred  her,  because  sbe  wa& 

bis 


bis  supcracr  in  mk  and  in  birth  j  and  f^* 
though  tbe  sAvvotagßg  whieh  h»  puiMl 
was  at  pfeMQt  aUe  to  affiMfd  faira  wem 
siender,  he'  looked  fonrard  to  the  timcr 
wben  oaeumatanoea  soight  increaae  her 
power  of  beatowiAg«  • 

<3€rtnide  heiaelf  feared  Üiat  ahe  per-r 
oaved  tbe  motives  ibom  wbi<^  he  was  al> 
li6d  to  her;  but  still  she  was  fn  irmo 
wishing  to  relinquisb  bis  society^afid  ocui* 
scious»  as  sltö  knew  bim  to  be»  of  thedo* 
mimoii  wfakih  he  po»e63ed  ov«r  her  hsart, 
die  jiidged»  tfaat  if  not  whoUy  impaactif 
cabH  it  would  be  in  the  higfaest  degree 
dai^gerous  to  her  veputatio»  to  attempt  to 
eflfect  a  Separation,  if  even  such  waie  het 
indination. 

As  their  intimacy  inereased»  Chactes  bc^ 
canie  emboldened  in  sdidting  pecuniary  fa^ 
vours,  and  Gertrude  was  mortifiedJby  see» 
log  hersdf  coolly  regarded,  wben  her  abi^ 
lity  could  not  keep  pace  with  his  denumdsi 
In  this  dilemma  she  had  revolved  a  thou* 
Saud  phna  for  endeavooring  to  proeure 

the- 


fatd  aot  been  aUe  to  estmct  fiora  Miy  one 
of  tiiem  the  ämstance  which  «lie  waa  cle* 
miag  to  find 

At  thii  jünctiire  she  became  aoquaiQt^ 
wtth  I>omk>ii;  she  pereävedi  bis  ea$y 
teftfper,  and  also  observed  thathe  regaid«* 
eä  her  with  sdme  degree  üf  /prefetenoe; 
she  acoordingly  spread  her  nets.  By  tm* 
remittSng  irf^tentions  toibe  wife,  she  tbrew 
faersdif  ooQstantly  in  the  way  of  the  hu3^ 
band.  At  first  Dorrilon  respeeted  ha  for 
ihe  ptttiality  wfaKh  she  evinoed  tar  b»  fo 
wfaom  he  was  himself  most  partial:  hi3 
vanity  was  next  fiattered  by  tbe  adröH 
and  weH^-seleeted  opportuiiities .  whidi  she 
took  of  oonvihdng  hkn  that  h&  firiends^p 
extetided  also  to  himself :  a  stratagOm^artf 
&Uy  planned^  and  sueoetefblly  executedt 
kd  bim  unexpectedly  to  meet  her  at  Mar^ 
1h»  BMvm*8  eottage^  and  he  became  the 
victira  flf  her  findy-spun  entanglements. 
^  From  iM$  -moinent  tbe  purse  of  Dorrit 
hHi.'beeanse  the  piurse  oF-Gertrude  Lambr 
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ton,  and  whilst  the  deluded  wifef  freqüen€^ 
Ij  sfaed  tears  of  gratitude  fbr  whnt  she 
considered  to  be  the  overflowings  öf  a 
feeling  and  pitying  heart,  evindng  itself 
in  tlie  distribution  of  little  indulgences  to 
henelf  imd  her  children,  how  far  was  she 
ftoiai  oonjeeturing  the  source  from  whi^ 
the  ability  <^  foestowhig  them  was  obtain»* 
ed! 

Crertrude  was  careful  not  to  mäke  any 
i^pointm^it  with  Dorrilcm  whCTi  Cbavle* 
Russd  was  on  shore,  and  Charlds  was  saib* 
tisfied  td  receivö  her  Üicreaeihg  bofinliy 
witbout  inquiring  from  whance  it  Mme; 
Martha  Brown  was  purchased  to  her  iiiH 
terest,  and  spokeonly  with  her tmigne^. 

When  intimadtes  of  the  disgiaceftil  na^ 
ture  (^  that  which  existed  betweM  Dort!« 
Ion  and  Gertmde  Lsmbtoa  are  once  Gon«> 
tracted,  the  folly  in  ithich  they  were 
formed  usually  extends  itself  farther,  asid 
renders  a  mutual  oommunication  cf  secrete 
an  apparendy-strengtfaening  üe  to  their 
iaiproprietie&    Hern»  Domlon  had  ooin. 
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fessed  to  Miss  Latnbton  his  {atmer  ac- 
qnaintance  with  Fanny  Belson^  of  wfaich 
knowledge  we  have  seen  the  use  made  by 
herein  the  false  ideas  wfaich  sfae  institted 
into  the  miud  of  Mrs.  Docrilon. 

At  length  Doirilon  became  ret^entant  of 
his  foUy,  and  weary  of  his  injudidouslyr« 
formed  aequaintance ;  and  it  was  at  this 
period  that  he  proposed  to  his  wife  to  re. 
tire  into  Wales.  On  the  evening  previous 
to  the  day  appointed  fiir  his  setting  out, 
Gertrude  met  him,  by  appointment,  at 
tfaeir  usual  rendezvous;  she  introduced 
wine»  and  having  tempted  him  to  taste  it 
freely,  she  demanded  of  him  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  pounds.  Having  abeady  de^ 
termined  in  futuie  to  withstand  her  exor-. 
bitant  solidtationst  he  threw  down  a  few 
not«  upon  Üie  table,  and  resolutely  quit- 
ted  the  oottage ;  at  which  time  rendex^ 
forgetftil,  equally  by  the  hurried  stäte  of 
Ms  ihind,  and  the  wine  which  he  jhad 
swaUowed,  his  gloves  and  handkerchief 
were  left  by  him  in  the  place. 

Toiled 


Fcnled  for  the  first  time  in  her  at* 
tempts,  Gertrude  becune  inoenaed:  the 
plan  of  the  fc^gery  was  determnid  npon 
by  her;  and  the  name  of  the  tmfbrtiinate 
Fanny  Belaon  sdtected,  as  one  whkh  she 
considered»  upon  an  explanf^on  <of  dr* 
cumstänces,  would  not  iail  to  throw  tiie 
«ppeaanoe  of  culpabUity  upon  her  who 
bore  it 
.  But  altbough  Martha  Brown  had  thua 
fiur  consented  to  act  under  her  guidatice, 
the  wftlls  of  a  prison  broüght  her  in  s(xne 
d^ree  to  repentanoe,  and  she  resoWed  not 
to  eondemn  h^r  soul  by  suflR^ring  an  inno^ 
oent  being  to  he  deprived  c^life  through 
her  taeitumity.  Still  she  wished»  if  pos« 
säble»  *to  save  Grertrude  Lambtcm  £mn 
^me  and  punishment,  loid  to  this  end 
she  acqüainted  Mr.  George  lianibton  with 
her  intienti(»i  of  impeaching  ^tke  guilty ; 
not  dcmbting,  that  through  the  Channel  of 
y^^lips^  the  infortnaticm  would  reach  his 
sster,  and  prepare  her  to  protect  herseiß 
Her  caution  had  the  desired  effeet ;  Ger* 

trude 


trade  perfectly  underetood  the  meBning 
oanveyed  to  her  by  the  wamii^  Yoioet 
whioh  sfae  inwardly  cuned  for  whi^  «he 
denonmiated  its  treacfaery.  After  passing 
and  repassing  the  house  of  Donrilon  in  the 
oourse  of  the  aftemoon^  in  the  hüfe  of  be* 
ingabletobehöld  him,  but  ibyrni»  she 
wrote  to  him  a  note  supplicating  an  inter* 
view  that  night  at  the  bottoni  c^his  own 
garden.  It  was  penned  in  temia  so  touch«^ 
ing  to  the  heart  of  feeling»  that  Doirilon 
ooiiU  not  refuse  compliance,  althou^  he 
bad  piTately  determined  never  to  oonversa 
with  her  more.  At  tfaeir  meetingshe^ 
hneüy  stated  to  him  the  neeessity  for  her 
immediately  absenting  herseif  from  that 
part  of  the  country ;  and  dedaring  herseif 
witheut  a  Single  pound,  besought  him  to 
^nt  her  the  means  of  esc^e  fivim  certain . 
^ominy  and  dei^h.  He  was  moved  to 
compfy  with  har  request,  and  when  the 
ofiieers  of  justice  were  sent  in  quest  of  her, 
it  was  found  that  she  had  quitted  the  cit^ 
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at  one  o'clock  that  moimng,  and  all  traces 
of  her  loute  urere  supposed  to  be  lost 
'  J^jpon  this  oonfession,  Fanny  Belson 
was  instantfy  liberated,  and  eseorted  to 
her  home  amidst  the  loudest  acelamations 
and  ooi^iratulations  of  the  multitude. 
'  Martha  Brown,  in  eonsequenee  of  o^- 
tain  poiiits  upon  which  sbe  had  admitted 
a  faulty  condu^,  was  detained  some  hours 
Imiger ;  bat  as  no  witness  appeaced  agmnst 
her,  and  her.  own  confession  was  insiiffi- 
dent  to  her  condemnation,  she  was  ulti« 
mately  dismissed,  with  a  severe  re^milnd 
to  guard  her  oonduct  in  future.  ' 

In  the  course  of  the  day  it  was  £>und 
that  Charles  Rüssel  had  heen  the  oompa- 
nion  öf  Gertrude  Lambton  in  her  fligfat; 
thepio^ness  of  time  announced  them  to 
have  reaohed  Franoe,  and  the  annals  of 
«after-days  reeorded  that,  disagreeing  with 
eadi  other,  they  had  separated,  and  that 
W9nt  and  misery  had  closed  the  eyea  of 
tiie  female  seducer. 

CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  vi; 


Th£  transactions  of  the  day  ha4  been 

so  universally    and    pul>liely  -discussed 

tbroughout  the  city,  that  it  had  beei>  im- 

possiUe  to  shield  them  from  the  k.npwr 

ledge  of  Mcs.  Dorrilon ;  but  <  she  stiU  re- 

tained  he^  self-possession  of  .mind*   wd 

however  great  the  sboek  sustained  by  her 

feelings,  she  did  not  weakly  expose  the^ 

workings  of  her  soul  to  the  aniinadver« 

sion  of  observers.     The  day  passed  away» 

and  Dorrilon  did  not  appear  at  his  home ; 

the  shades  of  evening  feil  to  the  earth»  and 

süU  he  came  not.    The  anxiety  of  mind 

which  she  was  now  expmencuig,  Amelia. 

did  not  attempt  to  eonoeial ;  she  did  not 

blu^  to  confess  her  interest  in  the  fate  of 

the  father  of  her  children.    As  the  hours; 

still  crept  on,  and  no  inteUigence  arrived, 

voL,  I.  N  her 
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liei:  misery  became  so  acute»  that  sbe  sent 
out  various  mess^igers  to  make  inquiries 
concerning  him.  All  their  reseaiches 
proved  fhiitless ;  he  had  not  been  seen  by 
any  one ;  oonsequently»  if  he  had  quitted 
tbe  place,  it^had  been  on  foot  At  length 
a  servant,  who  had  by  accident  beai  cross- 
ing  tbegaiden,  acquainted  her  that  he 
had  discövered  his  marter  in  a  little  build* 
mg  at  its  ektretnity,  which  was  denomxna- 
ted  the  harmitage.  Witfaout  a  reply  sbe 
imniediately  ^rted  out  in  quest  of  hitiL 

The  light  of  tbe  moon  led  her  to  tbe 
spot,  and  she  perceived  him  extmded  up- 
on  the  elrrth;  with  his  face  buried  in  bis, 
ha^ds.  She  knelt  down  by.  his  side,  and 
taking  one  of  bis  hands,  and  presnng  it 
tendi»iy  in  here-^**'  Aogiistus,  dear  Au- 
gustus,-  sbe  Said,  « I  beseech  you  to 
arouse  yourself,  and  speak  to  me.** 

A  deep  groan  bunt  from  bis  lips. 
'  In  a  softened  tone  of  vmcei,  Amdk 
i^peated  her  entieaty. 

Slöwly  reismg  bis  head,  bot  «vserting 

bis 


86T 

his  couTitenance  from  her«— "  raessed  be 
this  bour  of  darkness,"  he  pronounced, 
"  whieh  spares  me  the  additional  pang  of 
beholding  your  features  fixed  on  mine! 
I  am  sensible  of  my  guilt — I  ask  not  for^ 
giveness,  for  1  am  convinced  that  it  can- 
not  be  extended  towards  me.  I  only  re- 
quest  the  privilege  of  bidding  you  and 
my  children  farewell !  and  will  then  with* 
draw  ^y  haited  presence  frpm  y pu  t  ^t 
ever  !** 

"  Withdmw  yourself  from  us,  Augus* 
tus  l"  gaeulated  Mrs.  Domion ;  ''  what  is 
it  that  you  mean  ?'^ 

"  What  can  I  mean»"  retumed  Augus- 
tus,  "  but  that  I  know  myself  unworthy 
tohold  oonTerae  with  your  sainted  purity? 
that  when  you  teaeh  your  children  the 
lessons  of  virtue,  you  oannot  forbear  to 
p(»|it  out  to  them  tb^  father,  as  a  mark  * 
of  weakni^^  and  c^soomrand  that  you  can 
but  desire  the  etemal  absenoe  of  a  being 
whose  eonduet  bas  been  cruel  as  a  hus^ 
band,  eulpahte  in  example  as  a  panent" 

,  n2  "What," 
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"  Whav  exclainried  Ainelia,  "  desert 
my  husband !  alienate  myself  from  the  fe- 
ther  of  my  children  !  wh^t  is  tbere  upon 
earth  that  can  recotnpense  me  for  such  a 
loss  ?  I  loved  you  even  when  I  believed 
you  to  be  persisting  in  error,  beeause  I 
then  pitied  you ;  how  much  more  then  do 
I  now  love  you,  when  I  perceive  your 
senses  awake  to  your  past  improprieties, 
affi^our  soul  alive  to  repentance!  Can  I 
then,  at  the  very  moment  when  you  are 
becoming  valuable  to  me,  suffer  myself  to 
abandon  you— permit  you  to  cast  your- 
seif  a  Wanderer  upon  the  face  of  the  earth, 
whilst  there  exists  to  you  the  bosom  of  a 
wife  on  which  your  aching  head  may  rest— 
the  arms  of  your  babes  to  enfold  you  with 
their  innocent  earesses,  and  strengthen 
you  in  the  pursuance  of  a  oonduct  which 
may  render  us  all  eventually  blest  ?  No, 
no,  my  Augustus,  the  courtesan  may  fty 
the  empty  purse;  the  envious  eoquette 
may  spum  the  heart  which  has  not  been 
exclusively  her  own,  but  she  who  feels 

herseif 
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herseif  really  a  wife  and  a  mather»  will 
hail  the  retum  of  her  penitent  with  all 
the  affection  of  a  fi^st  love !" 

Augustus  cast  himself  upon  his  knees 
before  her»  and  hiding  his  face  in  her 
hands»  burst  into  aflood  of  tears. 

"  Come,  oome,"  said  Amelia,  **  I  did 
not  come  hither  to  exact  this  humiliation ; 
I  have  ever  considered  that  it  was  yoür 
liead,  not  jour  heart,  that  had  wandered : 
in  token,  therefore,  that  you  acc^t  the 
amnesty  which  I  offer»  press  that  heart 
once  morewhere  it  is,  and  ever  will  be^ 
most  welcome ;"  and  as  she  spoke  she  rais- 
ed  him  from  the  eatth,  and  held  him  in 
her  strict  embrace.  ^ 

Dorrilon  was  still  unable  to  command 
his  utterance ;  he  sunk  down  upon  a  seat 
1^  her  side,  and  gave  free  vent  to  his  tears. 

Still  retaining  his  band  in  hers,  she  en- 
deavoured  by  silent  caresses  to  reassure  his 
feelings.  At  length — "  Oh  Amelia,  angel, 
divinity,**  he  said,  "  in  what  words  shall  I— 
can  I  express '' 

^'Not 
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^*  Not  in  any  words  tbe  pnrport  whiqh 
youy  iny  dear  Augustus^  are  desirbus  of 
convey  ing,"  re][£ed  Atneüa ;  ^  let  the 
test  lest  scdelj  whh  your  actions»  and  fix>m 
this  bbur  let  us  not  renew  a  »ubject  wbkh 
may  only  raabiiter,  bat  oatincyt  te»d  to 
ealm  cur  future  pvospects.  I  trast,  nay  I 
am  conyineed»  that  you  are  fuUy  redaim* 
cdf^experienoe  haa  worked  a  chaiige  which 
admiNiition  wi^t  never  have  produced-^ 
and  should  you  ever,  wbioh  I  do  not  be« 
Kßvc  that  yoa  ever  wilU  feel  yoursdf  fe» 
lapsing  towards  tbe  side  <^  Treakness^  xe* 
stndn  yoorself  by  recoUeeting  that  you  are 
a  f atber,  änd  aoeountable  to  Heaven  finr 
tbe  eaample  wbicb  you  afibrd  yoür  cbil* 
dren." 

Augustus  clasped  her  fervenüy  in  bis 
anns ;  bia  embn»^  was  to  Amelia  the  ear« 
nedt  of  future  bappineas-*-to  biipself  tbe 
agonyofjoy. 

It  waa  aceordir^ly  resolved  that  tbey 
sbould  immediately  proceed  to  Waks, 
where  Dorrilon  had  abready  made  a  ptfr- 
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chase ;  and  by  onoe  more  devoting  them- 
selves  to  the  pleasures  of  retirement,  and 
4oQie8tic  satisfaction,  labour  to  repair  that 
period  which  had  been  lost  in  their  happi- 
ness.  The  event  equalled  tfaeir  most  san- 
giüne  expectations.  The  husband  arose 
purified  ftom  repehtanoe;  and  Amelia 
<^ntinued,  as  ske  had  ever  been,  the  best 
of  wives. 


END  OF  VOL.  I. 
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TO  THE  READER. 


The  tradition  upon  which  the  foUoiwing 
Tale  is  founded,  and  the  adventutes  of 
Fenella  Lochiel,  are  both  still  populär  in 
Sootland[.«^The  circumstanoe  of  the  earl 
of  Glenalphie's  dream  is  a  well-attested 
fact»  wluch  ooeurred  in  Fifeshire  not  half 
a  Century  ago ;  and  the  Devil^s  Cave  still 
exists  on  the  spot  desciibed. 
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THE  PROPHECY. 


CHAPTER  I. 


JLT  was  towards  the  close  of  a  damp  and 
autumnal  evenirig,  in  the  year  1680,  that 
a  traveller  stopped  at  the  gate  of  a  cotta^e, 
situated  aboat  an  liundred  yards  frpm  the 
sea,  on  the  Fifeshire  eoast,  and  inquired  if 
he  were  proceeding  in  the  direct  road  te 
Balqüitther  Castle  ? 

The  cottage  was  einbosoraed.  in  a  shel- 
tered  excavation,  in  the  sand-rocks  which 
form  the  characteristie  of  that  eoast,  and 
an  old  woman,  who  had  come  out  to  reply 
to  his  inquiry,  mounting  a  slight  aedivity 
by  the  side  of  her  dw;dling,  and  pointing 

BS  her 


her  finger  across  the  counUy,  told  hitn, 
that  if  he  pursued  the  direction  in  which 
she  was  instructing  hincit  he  could  not  fail 
to  r^aek  the  spot  sfae  had  namtc^  ms  it  was 
scarcely  two  miles  distant — '*  If  the  night 
wei'na  sae  misty,"  she  said,  *-•  ye  could  see 
the  Castle  as  piain  as  if  ye  werebeneath  the 
walls,  foF  it  Stands  on  an  unco  bigli  rock  :"* 
she  added,  **  and  1*11  engag^  to  say^  tliat 
when  ye  ascend  thenext  hill,ye'll  ha*elights 
enough  to  lead  ye  to  the  spot  without 
further  inquiry." 

The  trayeller  asked  to  what  liglits  she 
was  alluding  ? 

"  The  dead  lights,**  repBed  the  qld  wo- 
man  ;•  ^*  ye  must  be  an  uncö  stranger  I^ere 
gin  ye  dinna  ken  that  the  auld  dowager 
countess  of  Glenalpinelies  a  corp^  and  tyiU 
be  buried  in  the  Abbot's  cbapel,  on  the 
BUbck  Height,  to-uight;  andit  has  aye 
been  the  custom  o'  the  fiimily  to  bury 
their  dead  at  the  setting  o'  the  sua  by  £he 
light  o'  torclies;* 

Tl>e  traveller  m^  no  reply,  exoqpt  by 

*        thankirig 


thanking  the  woman  foc  bcr  inforiMtioft^ 
and  prooeeded  aocording  to  her  initmt- 
tums«  In  a  Short  time  the  road  becsnie 
äverted  from  the  sea^hore,  and  woond 
amcmgat  the  rocksr  whose  ddes  wefe  baf- 
r&k  of  TegetatioOi;  and  so  rugged»  thalS  the 
peth  akNig  wfaieh  be  was  moving  was  at 
hitervale  scarcely  diaGemible«  At  kngth, 
having  mounted  to  a  considefraUe  emU 
nence  above  the  sea^shore,  meagre  traitsof 
ciätrmtiofi  begm  to  dispkj  theoMeives,  in 
stonted  fir-trees  and  stiaggling  andec^ 
wood»  blasted  and  shriTelled  by  the  keen 
Winds  with-which  they  wt^e  visited  from 
the  ooean^  As  he  oentiMied  to  pro^eed» 
oceasional  knots  of  eypress  and  larch 
bfoke  the  sameness  of  the  scene,  and  ap^ 
peared  to  bespeak  his  approaoh  towards  a 
Spot  whkdi  they  had  beenplanted to  assist 
in  sheltering ;  but  the  growing  darkness 
oT  the  night,,  and  Üie  ihcreasing  mist 
Which  c^uded  the  atuiosphere^  nendered 
his  viAei^ nnable topenetrate  to  any  con-^ 
äderabÜB^  distanee,  and  he  widked  cau«» 

B  4-  tiously 


tiously  forward»  oniy  using  .  precaution 
not  to  deviate  fiom  the  almost-indisoeni- 
ible  raad,.tiU  a  sudden  windii^  ia  the  patfa 
gave  hitn  a  distaat  view  of . vtfioüs  Jighto, 
which  gleamed  updn  tbe  darkened  canopy 
of  the  sky ;  and  these  lights  be  doubted 
not  to  |)Tooeed  from  the  torcbes  whkdi  tbe 
cid  woman  bad  infoFHilad  liim  wouid  illu- 
minate  the  o^equies  of  tbe  late  countess 
of  Glenalpifie. 

In  a  few  minutes  he  was  able  to  desery 
tbe  outline  of  tbe  Castle.  He  bdbeld  it 
an  immense  and  stupendoua  ,  buildii^, 
spreading  along  tbe  brow  of  a  pcojeeting 
rock,  whicb,  fixxn  tibe  diftan<2e  at  whieb  he 
now  viewed  it,  appeared  to  ovdrbang  the 
oc<?an.  Silent  and  solitary«  it  seefned  to 
stand  tbe  so vereign  of  the  spat  on  whkh 
it  rested^  and  to  frown  deliaqce  on  tbe 
more  diminutive  objects  by  AyJbicb  it  w^s 
surrounded;  and  the  extent  and  da|:k;iess 
of  tbe  woods,  wlücb  in  glooQiy  gfsii^ear 
elosed  in  the  distance,  east  aaa  awfMl  aiid 
impressive  solemnity  ofi  the   seene^   of 
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wliidb  partiid  features  oiily  were  dii^f^fojred 
to  view  l^  the  uncertaiiii  and  varying 
lights  of  the  torcbes,  wiiicb,  by  their  gm* 
dual  approach  towardd  the'  ^sastle,  wem 
^vidently  retüming  firom  the  höly  Spot 
where  the  remains  of  the  deceased  had 
lieen«  deposited. . 

Theroad,  by  degrees,  now  becäme  more 
r^ular,  and  the  diisters  of  wood  more 
frequent.  The  travellefc  accelerated  hiit 
paee,  ahd  had  arrived  witiiiii  a  quarter  of  a 
mileof  the  Castle,  when  the  lights  enter- 
ing,  as  fae  conjectured,  the  eourtyiEUEd,  bi^ 
came  obscured  firom  bis  view.  For  a  few 
moments-all  was  tiöw  invblvied  in  dark«- 
aess,  and  no  beaoon  beained  to  pöint  out 
las  wayV  but  shortly^  ^hts  moting  in 
every  direetion  within  the  Castle,  sfaone 
tfarough  the  casements,  aiid.  guidmg  him* 
seif  townrds  Ihese^  he  quickly  r^ad^  tlie 
drawfaridge,  whidi  he  found  lowe^ed, 'and 
ht^^ng  Gfosaed  it,  he  sounded  tlie  hoxni 
iaffijced  to  tlie  casd^gate. 

it  WM  opi^ned  by  a  domealic^  who,  Juirr 
r     .   ..    ^  b5  quiring; 


quirb^  hi6  business,  and  faeing  informed 
that  it  was  with  the  earl  of  GlenalfHne^  re- 
plied-^*'  tbat  he  was,  oertain  the  eail  eould 
not  be  spoken  Co  that  evBrnng  f  bat,  in« 
viting  him  to  enter^  told  bini^  *\  that  he 
would,  if  he  pleased»  conduct  hioi  to^  the 
earl's  Steward,  maister  Nicholas  Baldnim-» 
mie,  to  Tvhom  he  eould  make  any  com" 
municatiou  whieh  he  might  wisli  eonve^« 
ed  to  the  earl  himself." 

The  traWler  aeqiiiesced,  and  *  haTUig 
entcafed  £he  gate,  which  his  condudaor  im* 
niediatelj  dosed,  the  latter  led  the  way 
across  a  courtyard,  fiom  the  opponte  «- 
tremity  öf  which  an  arched  passage  broüght 
theni  into  the  area  of  the  oasfele,  and  6potxk 
thenee  to  the  great  hall,  where  the  tenant- 
ry  and  vassals  of  Balquittiier,  who  Ittd 
iormed  the  tmin:  of  the  solahnit^  jnst 
past,  Mrere,  aceordiiig  to  the  curtom  of  the 
coontry,:  ftorgetting  their  sorrow*  for  the* 
h^  of .  ihe  deoeased/  in  jftegalitig  ;|hein'- 
m^Ive«  with  the  godd  tiiings  of  lifii  In  the 
nost  Iftvisb  abundanee.    Tbe  tgrvaiM  took 
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ä  hmp  fiom  one  of  tbe  tables  on  wbicb 
^le  feast  was  served,  and  still  preoeding 
tfae  stranger,  led  him  through  various 
stone  passages  and  vaulted  cbambeirs  into 
an  tpartment  where  a  cheerful  fire  was 
llla^ing  on  the  hearth,  and  where  he  re^ 
queeted  bim  to  take  a  seat,  wbilst  await» 
ing  the  arrival  of  maister  Baldrummie, , 
wholn  he  ptomised  immediately  to  said^ 
to  him^ 

The  Bttattget  waaidered  about  the  aparte 
ment».  passkig  the  solitary  interval  at  ex- 
pectation  in  examining  the  paintings  with' 
whidi  the  Walls  were  decorated ;  tbey  ap-^ 
peaied  to  be  chiefly  portraits,  and,,  as  he* 
oondudedy  of  the  family  of  Glenalpine,; 
who  had  for  centuries  past  been  the  lords 
a^  possessors  of  the  Castle  and  the  sur- 
roun^g*  donuun^;  bat  npon  one  in  parta^ 
cular,  wblch  was  su^^peiidedover  the  chim-*^ 
ney,  bis.  eye  attentively  rested;  it  rq>fe- 
sented!  a^youth  of  about  eighteenyoarSx  of' 
a>  tnost  prepossessing  and  anknated  oouiii- 
tcänian«^^  dtd  in  tfae  flighland  gaii>^.  and^ 

B  6  grasping. 
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graspbig  in  bis  limd  a  richly-woöment^ 
dirk.  The  youth  tbus .  portrayed  was  .sbr^ 
Robect  Dundonald,  the .  y punger .  brotha* 
of  the  present  earl  of  Glo^pine» 

His  eye  was  still,  directed  .Jx)  tbe  per« 
tndt,  wben  the  dpqr  c^  the  ap^rtiseßt  was 
opened,  and  Nichoks  Baldruimäk  appear«> 
ed»  He  was  a  man  in  the  ya}e  of  years, 
but  of  a  hale  and  bandsoi&e  p^i9<m ;  hk 
grey  hairs  claiming  the  tribute  of  resp^ct 
fbr  a  couhtenahce  i^turaUy  pteasant,  but 
tinctured  with  the  visiUe  traees  of  grie^f 
arising  fröm  the  circumstanc^s  of  tte  hoor. 
His  garb  was  piain,  and  becoming' the  oc- 
casion  for  wbidi  his  heart  was  sorrowing; 
his  mannend  were  easy,  mild^  and  .pvepoSf . 
sessing. 

The  stranger»  whom  Nicholas  Baldrum**, 
mie  now  for  the  firsttin^e  beheld,  appjea^; 
ed  about  forty-^five  yrars  trf'.iage:;  he  w^s 
tali  and  üthletic»  but  bis  limliis  werc)  well 
proporlioned ;  hils  eyes' wer^e  large,}.  black, 
and  pene^Ui^ ;  his:  cheeks  were  r«^(|ij^« 
but  the  wbole  of  las  compk^9m  was  ifr^ 

märkably 


IS 

tmrkaUy  dark ;  his  hair;  of  tbe  deepestjet^ 
cuxied  upon  bis  fiKebead^  and  bis  be^rd^ 
of  the  satnie  sabk  bue,  was  suffered*  to  en« 
croach,  unshavein  down  tbe  sides  df  bis 
face  His  di?e8i  wai9  meat  and  good^  biit  it 
was  plaifi,  sudi  as  bespoke  bim  of  tbe  or- 
dinaiy  walks  of  life ;  but  bis  address  was 
supaior  to  the  rank  whiob  bis  appe^rän^e 
denoted  bim  to  bold  in  society.  ;  -  ^ 
.  Hjavirig  prommnci^d  a  few  »"wordsl  of  sa-' 
lutation^  to  ^tbe  stranger  at  bis  entrance/. 
Baldrummie  pröceeded  to  inquire  bis  bu4 
»iness  witb  the  earl  ? 

Tl)e  atranger  replied»  tbat  his  name'  was 
Kennöth  M'Kbul,  md  that  be  Mras  tbe 
perscHi  wbo  bad  been  lately  engaged,  by- 
lord  Glenalpine's  ageiit  in  Edinbur^- 
to  be  bis  gamekeeper  and  th6  WBtger  of . 
hi4f  paj*ks.    w 

Boldfurnnrnt«  ifistantly  :  zodinmAedgeA 
bis  acquatotanie  witb  tfa&^  expectedr tiniiA: 
of  a  persQB^  to  hcld  tbe  sitübtkNt  of  ^kbiebr 
be  spoke^  $iii.d  giviatg  bim  welcome:  fo.ihe 
Castle»  acquainted  bkn  how  imposäbie  k: 

was 
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was  that  he  shocild  that  evening  be  intft^ 
fMdoeed  into  the  ^M^esencä  of  the  earl,  whö 
wasisffected  with  the  Kveliest  grief  at  there^ 
een  t  death  of  his  mother,  und  who  had  reti- 
yed  ta  the  solitude  of  his  private  apwtment 
immediateLy  on  his  retum  llt>m  Moompa^ 
nying  the  ashes  of  his  panent  to  tiieir  last 
abode^  but  assured  him  that  every  atten- 
tion should  be  sbewn  him  whiehhecoukk 
have  ekhiied  firom  the  eari- &  having  pub* 
lidy  sanctioiied.  bis  fonning  a  part  o£  bis^ 
hoasdiold.  ' 

The  gainekeeper  returaed  the  Steward^ 
Üttoiks  tot  his  civility,  and  JBaldrammie 
having  infbrmed  him  that  the  Situation  he 
wascome  tofiU  entitling  him  to  sit  at  the- 
same  table  with  himself  and  bis  wi&,  the 
apeitanent  they  wei^nowm  would  be  their 
common  room  of  meeting,  urged  him  to 
seat  faimself  iirithout  ceremoivf  by  the  fire^ , 
^Inäi  fanving  dineted  refreriimenJittr  to  be 
plaoed  heto^  faii%  the-  oid  mairt^tiQk'  a 
dsair  iki  the  öpposste  coomar  of  the  'dikn-* 
xmy,  sayiDg»  Äat  the  tev^ctnee  apd  i^e- 

tion 
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tkm  whiefa  he  bore  the  late  countess^  ven* 
dered  it  repellent  to  hi$  feelings  to  joui  the 
party  assembled  in  the  hall  of  the  Castle.  • 

Eeniieth  having  partaken  of  the  kij^er 
spread  before  him,  and  drank  a  few  glasses 
of  whiskey  to  the  toasts  proposed  by  Ni^ 
cholas  Baldrammie,  all  tending  to  evince 
his  partiality  for  the  family,  in  which  his 
fife  imd  beeti  q)eiit;  Kenneth,  expressing 
himself  fatigned  with  his  walk  froni  Edin« 
burghj  whieh  he  had  perfotmed,  he  säid^ 
sln^e  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  retired 
to  his  diamber ;  and  Baldruminie  shortly 
after,  having  put  the  period  which  was 
warranted  by  the  rules  of  deeency  to  the 
revelsin  the  hall,  and  ascertained  thatthe 
earl  had  repaired  to  rest,  and  did  not  re^ 
quire  bis  attendance  that  night,  betook 
himsdf  likewise  to  bed^  but  not  without 
castiung  a  k)ok  of  sorrow»  and  an  aGcom|Mi*^ 
nying  sigh,  a£  the  apartment  of  hia  late  be«*^ 
loved  MiMresS)  as  he  passed  it  iil  the  way. 
to  his  own. 

On  the  foUowkig^  tm>Fni»g/whan  Keiw 

neth 


neth  desoended  to  the  apartm^nt  whei^ 
he  had  been  entertained  on  the  preceding 
eveniiig,  he  was  met  by  Nicholas  Bai* 
drummie,  who  informed  htm  that  his 
niece  would  join  them  as  soon  as  the 
hreakfasb-table  was  spread.  During  the 
interval  whieh  preoeded  that  ceremony, 
Bäldruminie,  perceiving  the  eyes  of  Ken* 
-  net^  turned  towards  the  portrait  of  sir 
Robert  Dundpnald,  exdaimed — *'  Is  nae 
^hat  a  bonuy  and  a  handsome  laddie?-* 
Ay,  and  he  was  as  guid  as  he-  was  we^-* 
fared»  God  cest  him  wharevei:  he  be^.dead 
ör  alive  T 

The  gamekeeper  inquii^d  whom  tlie 
Portrait  represented,.  and  Baldrammie 
having  informed  him>  proceeded  speaking. 
thus  :-^"  Gan  it  be  that  ye  nevej*  heard  the 
sad  histcry  of  that  unhappy  young  gentle«' 
mim  ?  I:t  was  in.a'  mauths^at  the  tim^  it 
hoppeiiedL  but  the  xnisfartu^s  o*  ithm 
aire  shupeüf^rgotten  by  the  warld.  Oh, 
could  my  respected  and  lamented  mistress,/ 
the  .]|^r  d^oeased  cquntess,  have  b^held 

him 
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Mm  by  the  side  xf  her  deeing  bed,  and 
dasped  him  in  her  arms  at  her  hst  mo- 
tnents^  she  had  departed  happy !  Bat  at- 
tiiough  she  was  miserable  at  bis  mysteri- 
ous  fate,  she  did  na  repine  agamst  the  will 
o'  Provid^nce ;  she  was  too  guid  and  tuo 
holy  to  dispute  the  commands  ö'  Heaven, 
She  deed  wi'  his  name  on  her  töngue ;  I 
was  beside  her  when  her  last  breath  took 
its  flight— «But  she  ii  now  wi'  the  arigels ' 
i'  paradise.''  The  old  man  crossed  fainiself 
as.}^  spoke,  and  incÜQed  bis  head  tdwärds 
a  crucifix  which  stood  on  the  mantle- 
pieoe« 

M'Koul  dedared  himself  utterly  igno^ 
rant  of  the  circumstmice  to  which  bis  com- 
panion  was  alluding,  and  begged  him  tö 
explain  the  pärüculars  of  an  event  tdwards 
which  he  häd  so  strongly  exdted  his  ouri- 
psity.'  \  \    .^.,   ,;.',:• 

The  bld  steward,  prefacing  bis  story 
with  ri?p$ating  the  degree  of  relatiolisbip 
in  which  the  siibject  of  the  portl*ait  stdod 
to  his  master,  the  earl  of  Glenalpine,  pro^ 

ceeded 
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fseeded  by  sayingv  tfcat  about  a  yesir  atid  a 
hfdf,  or  scmiewhat  mor^  from  the  present 
Jieriod,  dr  Robert  Dundcmald^  ait  diat 
time  twe&ty-two  yeats  of  age,  bad  gone 
out  on^  momiiig  to  bunt,  in  Company 
witb  two  young  gentlemen,  wHo  were  on 
a  Visit  to  himat Üie  casUe,  and  atfended 
by  a  tmä  cf  serrants  and  hauten» :  äiat, 
on  the  Ktum  of  the  party  in  tbe  evening, 
tbeir  first  Inquiry  bad  been  whetber  m 
Kobert  were  arrived  art  the  ca&rtle,  aa  be 
bad  been:  separated  froüu  tiianb,  in^  tl^ 
eourse.of  the  aftemoon,  in  a  long  efaase» 
which  but  a  few  of  them  bad  punsued  to 
fbedeatfa ;  and  they  imcgmecE  bim  to  bave 
been  fetigued  witb  the  qK>rt»  and  to^  bave 
tnrned  bis  horse's  head  towards  tbe  €ast}e. 
^^'*  But,  alas !"  continüed  Nicfaolas,  *'  fae 
was  nad  at  tbe  eastle,  nw  bas  b^  ever  been 
at  it  since,  puir  ehield !  The  night  passed 
on  kl  miser}^  indescribable  to  the  guid 
oountess,  her  eldest  son,  and  their  sytnpa- 
tiiizäng  friend^;  but  stUl  tb^  ebjecl!  of 
dieir  leonccm.  appeared  not  Wl*  tbe 
r.  first 
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fint  dawn  o^  the  mamhf  nnmeroua  mes- 
sengers  were  sent  oüt  in  evety  airC,  to 
search  the  surrounding  fbrests ;  bat  a' 
their  efforts  proved  ineifectiial — ^neittier 
borse  nor  rid«*  wer^  to  be  found.  Thöu- 
sands  and  thousands  o'  pounds  were  of> 
fered^  by  the  earl  and  his  disconsolate  m^ 
ther  for  iisiteUigence  of  their  lament^ 
britber  and  son,  but  their  endeavours  faac^,^ 
as  yet,  met  nae  reward— his  fate  remalns 
involved  in  the  same  mystery  in  which  it 
was  wrapped  at  the  moment  of  bis  disapw 
pearanee.  AhP  added  he^  approaching 
the  Spot  where  the  portrait  hnng  as  he 
spoke,  **  I  truly  believe  that  I  may  say, 
without  o*erstepping  the  litnits  6*  veracity, 
that  i'  the  heart  o'  that  youth,  whase  Bke- 
ness  ye  there  behcdd,  every  Christian  vir- 
tue  held  a  place;  never  did  I  ken  a  human 
being  sae  truly  amiable,  sae  truly  the 
friend  o'  mankind,  as  the  brave  and  b<mny 
Robert  Dundonald." 

It  was  with  difficulty  that  Nicholas 
>coukl  repress  his  tears  while  speaking. 

Whilst 


so 

Whilst  he  wa^  y et  uttering  the  praises  ^ 
him  whom  he  laved  wkh  a  parent's  .a£Eec- 
tion,  the  apartment  was  enterb  by  a 
young  fi^nale,  of  an  elegant  form  and  in- 
teresting  oountenance.  She  caught  the 
sound  of  tiie  name  which  Baldrummie 
was  pronounciDgi  hfr  features  underwent 
animme^te  cfaange  from  pladdify  to 
agitatiw,  and  casting  a  hasty  glanoe  at 
the  Portrait  of  sir  Robert»  she  moved  to  a 
wmdow,  to  oonoeal  her  emotion  from  the 
.stranger. 

After  a  few  moments,  Nicholas  intro- 
dueed  her  to  I^enneth,  as  his  niece,  by 
the  name  of  Robina.  She  leoeived  him 
eonrte^uslyt  and  seating  hersdf  at  the 
breakfast-tatib,  apolqgized  for  the  alx$enee 
of  her  aunt,  üpon  whose  mind,  she  said, 
the  sho^k  wbich  she  had  reeeived  frora 
the  des^h  of  her  friend  and  midtress  had 
so  severely  preyed,  that  she  was  not  aa^y 
too  much  depressed  in  spirits  to  quit  her 
cfaaiptiber,  but,  she  feared>  also  very  un^ell 
in  health. 

Seated 


y 
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Seaied  opposite  to  Robina  at  the  break« 
&st*table,  Kenneth  bad  an  opportunity  of 
observingberfaeaiitmilfarm  ändintei^sting 
oountenance ;  her brightblue  eyes  beamed* 
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witfa  coinpliKsency  and  intelligence;  her 
aubum  hair  feil  in  luxuriant  ringlets  upon 
hör  finely^tumed  heck  änd  Shoulders ;  her 
comptexion,  of  a  snowy  whiteneas,  gained 
addilional  lustre  from  being  opposed  to 
the  sable  suit  in  which  she  was  habited ; 
and  the  sweet  tones  öf  her  voiee  com« 
pleted  the  i^ll  of  fasdnaticm  which  her 
exterior  beauties  had  raised. 

Duringtheir  repast;  Robina  inquired 
of  her  unde  whether  he'  had  that  niöming: 
Seen  the  «arl  of  Glenalpine/  or  if  ile  were 
acqaainted  what  was  the  State  öf  his 
bedtb  and  spirits?  Baldrummie  replied 
that  he  had  not  yet  been  sumnioned  to 
his  apai^ment»  but  that  He  expected  every 
tnoment  to  be  called  thither,  as  the  earl» 
on  his  retum  from-  iStiB  funeral  of  bis  mo» 
ther,  had  signified  his  intehtion  to  father 
C^tkiS,  his  döinestic^  prißst»  oi^  attehdfng 

•       ^  mass 
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mios  that  moming  at  die  Abbofs  diapel, 
and  had  oommanded  that  eveiy  soleinhity, 
dioäld  graoe  tfae  hour,  in  respect  to  the 
memoiy  of  bis  deceased  parent,  fbr  th? 
health  of  whose  soul  espedal  prayers.were 
tobe  oS^red. 

A  sUenoe  ehsued,  which  was  bröken  by 
Robina  inquiling  the  name  of  Kennetb, 
and  saying  she  did  not  reooUect  by  wh^tt 
appeüatiönher  unete  had  introduced  him 
to  her.  Kenneth  himself  replted  to  her 
questiön»  aäid  as  he  did  so^  the  eye  of  Ro- 
bina being  drawn  to  hüs  countenance,  she 
8aid~-'^  I  do  not  reooUect  ever  tb  have 
heard  that  name  ibixt  I  have  a  confused 
reoolle<;fioQ  of  havmg  seen  you  befor^ 
though  I  cannot  immediately  chatge  my 
memoiy  where  it  was  that  we  may  have 
met'* 

Kenneth  gazed  steäd&stly  upon  her  as 
she  spoke^  and  she  iml^gined  that  idte  per- 
oeived  an  alt^fation  in  bis  countebaooe 
the  revaiw  of  satis&ctofy. 

^*  Indeedt  ludy^  I  think  ypu  are  xxa&- 

takea»" 
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taVen»^  hß  npUed;  *'  for  I  feel  positive 
th^  I  never  l^eld  you  tili  this  höurJ' 

"  Sometimes  a  similarity  of  coiuitenanöe 
to  one  wfaom  we  have  known,  leads  U8 
into  an  ervor  of  this  nature,^  rejoined 
Bobina. 

"  Trae,  lady,**  he  answered;  **  and  it 
tnust  be  such  an  nnpressicm  whidi  k  luow 
acting  upon  your  feelings.** 

The  subject  wa3  dropped,  but  Rdbifia 
thcHight  that  she  eould  perceive  Kemj^tfa 
proceed  with  less  satisfaction  in  his  .ineal» 
and  likewise  diaplay  an  abstraction  of 
thought  firom  the  scaie  iti  which  ihe;  was 
epg^ged. 

A  «erräni  presently  brqught  intelligenöe 
that  Üie  earl  was  preparing  to  attend  mass^ 
andrequired  the  presence  of  his  stewavd 
in  hia  private  apartment. 

^^  Are  ytiu  a  Catholic?''  asked  Baldrum- 
mie»  adi]bessii^  M^KouL 

The  reply  was  m  the  affim»itive* 

^  I  lam  glad  to  &)d  that  ye  ate  sae^ 
rqoiiied  the  stewaid^  /^  ^  etp^ry  indiridual 

o*  this 
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ff  um  houfldiold  is  o'  that  penuadon*  Ye 
will  doubtless  therefore  join  us  f  tte  wbr« 
diip  o'  this  monungt  out  o'  respect  to  the 
mairter  wha  je  are  ayme  to  serve.** 

.  Kenneth  answered  that  it  wouM  giye 
him  pleasure  to  do  so;  and  Nicholas  in- 
forroed  him,  that,  wheh  he  had  seen  the 
earl  he  would  retum,  and  be  Ms  compa- 
nion  to  the  chapeL 

On  flie  retum  of  Nicholais,  he  told  Ken- 
neth that  he*  had  infoitned  the  earl  of  his 
amval,  but  that  he  should  not  at  present 
attempt  to  introduce  him  into  his  pre* 
sence,  £>r  that  his  mind  was  indivisibly 
directed  to  öne  sad  subject,  from  which  be 
did  not  wish  it  for  a  time  to  be  diverted. 
He  added,  that  it  would  be  yet  neariy 
half  an  hour  before  the  earl  and  his  house«^ 
hold  prooeeded  to  the  chapel;  but  ashe 
had  some  directions  respecting  the  mönn- 
nlent,  which  was  intended  to  grace  the 
tomb  of  hii»  lamesited  mistress,  to  give  to 
a  perscm  whom  he-expected  to  raeet  there 
he  pro^ösed.  that  tii^y  should  setfärward 

; :  ';  •  ;     '  without 


wkhout  dday.  Kenneth  teadSy  iunented». 
and  tb^  began  their  walk. 

The  Abbot*«  >  cbapel,  whicb  was  die  &- 
mily  place  of  worship  for  the  inhabitenls 
of  tbe:^tle,  tc^ther  witb  the  varaalage 
conrieetad.with  the  domain,  was  situated 
at  the  distapce  of  ;little  more  than  ü  moäi 
irom  tbe;^tle,  in»a  natural  excavatioiKm^ 
the  top'  o£  a.  rocky  emmenoe»  known  by 
the  name  of  the  !ßlaek  Height; «  As  they 
advänoediowards  it,  Baldnimaiieinformed 
hiä  ;  oDiDpanioB  tfaat  it  w<as  ^an  edifie0.  of 
consideiaJbflyf^greatJer  aht]4|iuty  than  the 
Castle»  beiag  äupposed  :to^  be  coeval  with 
thejcelebrsfted  eathedral  of  St  Andrews  in' 
that  coixnty;  that  it  had  once  been.  tiie 
hoose  {cf  devotioh  tö  a  monastery  named 
St  .Cyziis,  of  whiobthe  ruins  were  stftt 
exlsÖQg)tatka'jYdllejr;atithe  foot  of  tho  op^ 
po^t0  d^qUyity  of  th«  Bl^k  Hcight  fiwn 

that  ofi  |¥lüch^  they  wesre  approtchiiig  it;,  , 

Oll  drawiQg  near  the  cluq^l,  Keqitieth 

PQQOeiyedft^.evterio]:  of  the  buüduig  to 

di^lay  leqiMll.twste  aiidinagnificeQce;..aiid 

yoii^^u.  c  upon 


upoh  entenng,  he  ibutid  the  deodfatictttt 
and  monumental  structores  Co  txeeed  most 
or^libse  whicfa  an  opportuiäty  häd  been 
ghren  Mih  bf  ilispecting* 

Whilst  Baldrommie  was  occupiedl  in 
giving  directions  to  dorne  Nvötkmfan  hAkrii 
he  had  found .  awaiting  hia  ap*mA,  Ken<* 
itetk  passed  the  titne  in  Viewing  «he  «i- 
oickit  monuments  and  paintings  with  vAikh 
the*religioud  edifice  was  emibellished;  anö 
firom  aniongat  the  ninhber,  an  «ndent 
tamhf  whidi  was  composöd  of  a  Uadc  and 
pdhshed  tnarUe,  veined  with  white,  and 
which  was  inserted  in  a  niohe  txrthe  rigbt 
of  the  altar»  particularly  arrested  bis  atten- 
tidli«  not  less  on  aocoünt  of  its  »itiquityi 
ilum  of  the  remarkable  lepresentirfaQD 
wUkh  was  ihscribed  upon  it :  it  was  a 
stränge  and  uncoiith  mixtuife'of  ^äcnlpture 
and  päinting.  The  inscripttön,  Whieh  was 
in  Latin,  bespokeltto  have  be^  äreeted 
in  the  foiirteenth  eentniy,  to  th^  tti^nory 
df  Malcolm^  earl  of  6lena)]^ii^»  whd,  after 
hä^An^  fbvtght  with  the  gl^aiMt  hlM^p 
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suocei^  and  venomi,  in  Am  m»  a£  kis 
coUntryv  igmvA  Üke  attempts  of  aoutfaem 
invadetB,  llad  (mriideiitially  been  rescued 
irom  lAe  kand  of  oi  ^niodeiser  bf  the  im- 
inediflte:iiit»pDsäti(m  of  Frovidelnce  in  bis 
cause!  ltr§kjfäix!r  added,  that,  in  gmlstude 
to  tii«  Power  wfaich  iiad  so  nuraeiilously 
and  opefily  trrougbt  bis  preservation,  be 
bad  ^pehded  vast  sums  in  beiratifyiiig 
the  Abbcit's»  'diapel»  and  enriehed  its  altar 
wi^  silver  to  the  amounf  of  five  ttiou- 
sandffiei^s. 

t*he  painting/^  whidi  appeared  to  be 
exeei}ted^  upon  wood,  was^fitimed  in  the 
stone*wotk  towards  the  base  of  the  monu- 
ment,  and  was  formed  of  two  oompart- 
ments.  In  t^be  first  ivas  represeiited  a 
khight  ricbljr  dad»  who  was  redined  upoh 
a  ooüdi,  i^itb  bis  eyes  raised  towards  a 
brillitat  cloiid»  wbich  hung  floatin|^  oyer 
kis  head,  and  in  the  centre  of  lyhicb  ap« 
peared  tbie  bust  of  a  cherub,  tbat  aqemedl 
to  be  add&essing  bim.  In  the  seoon4  were 
Seen  twa  knigbts  in  combat^  one  of  wbam 

c  2  ^  bad 
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had  just  digagmed  his  an^gomstt^  tp  wbose 
aid  the same cherab  that  fbrmed apart  of 
th^  fintfdeogn  was  behel^  exüeijidiiig  ite 
handy  fiwhitibeaainebrilliänt.äoiidiiirk& 
a  8wordt;wbkdi  it'.was  in  t]|ie  ract  of  pre^ 
sentiiig^  to  the  balf*oonqu««d  kni^ht 

Wben  Baldrummie  at  tength  japilnwcM 
bim,  Kenneth  eagerly  inqukre^'  aii:expb- 
nation  of  what  bi^^had  be^  ponteD>f4&tMg- 

**  ThatextraovdioarypjljQce  o'  iwt9t|uity»'* 
replied^ühe  stewaid»  ^  for  il  19  a;woi^  P* 
the  fourteenth  Century,  represejots*  a  mo^ 
T£markable  and  sol^jon  exw%  V  the  hktory 
o'  the  Glenalpines^  'He.vthat  ye  p^sf^iv; 
extended  on  the  oouch  h  the i^ei/l^i^l 
Maladm»  the  gireateat  wanrior  :o:  hi»  sg^i 
and  the  being  ta  whom  bis  x  aiegards.  ^ 
addre«sed  ia  the  favawnie»  or  protecting 
genius,  o'  the  fiunily.  It  is^**'  Gobtinued 
Niehiilas,  ^  a  tradkion  vieA  wcai&y  0' 
being  listened  toy^  as'it  «iisplays,iMit[aIaae 
the  magnanimity  o'.  hjan»  buti.ds 
evinces  the  glory  and  kindnesU  oVB 
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Tb^  old  iiifln,  perceiving  Kennetfi  aU 
tehtive  tö  liis  words,  proceeded  to  relate 
the  trkditioh  to  the  follöwing  effbct:-** 
"The  iiaeiuflpines,''  he  said,  ♦'^fiad,  for 
centdries  {>ast,  been  the  peculiar  favourites 
of  theb*  monarehs,  not  les^  on  acoount  of 
their  iralour  in  the  field,  than  their  un« 
^baken  loyalty^  in  the  Äny  of  reb^llioti ; 
and  aBke  had  they  been  the  iavourites  of 
Heaven^'  whbse  benignity  had  smited  up- 
onthe&piefyandgoodW0rk&^  Fromthe 
first  origin  of  this  ftmfly,  it  had  been  4)ro« 
tectedl  {fc^  a  spirit;  "vriiich  liad  evineed  th^ 
ätereM  ^hiirh  it  took  in  tbe  fate  of  the 
Glenülpinea/  hy  having  in  palst  äges^  fre- 
quenil}^  äppiealred  to  the  heads  öf  their 
house,  ioid  assisted  them'  not  only  with 
its  counsel»  •  bot  frequently  also  with  it$ 
^dly  interpositiön  in  their  behalf)  in 
tbe  bottr'of  danger  or  unhappinessr  and 
one  pecuUarily  which  was  säid  to  attend 
Awai^'that  its  voiee  was  never  heard,  nor 
its  fcM^  beheld,  by  any  individual  but 
the  iminediftte  earL 

c  a  "  Some 
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"  Seme  time  had  ^qpsed  an&6  mny  äct 
of  the  brownic^'s  hed  nppeweA  to  excite 
the  aAanraticti  or  gratitude  of  fhe  fym\\jt 
whert  Malcolm,  earl:  of  61ei)di{iine;  re- 
turoed  fitMm  the  wars,  crownfed  irith  the 
laurek  of  glory,  and  eiqoying,  in  ä  jiecu- 
Ufu*  and  almost-unprecedented  degr^,:  the 
favour  bf  hU  soveretgn.  In  the  domestic 
pleamiret  wbidi  hn  eastte*  äfforded  im 
Maloolm  now  «olaoed  hidtnsdtf^  fer  tbe  ri* 
gönn  and  the  toUs  be  had  endüeed  in  the 
fieU  of  batde;  and  when  reiftBnedon  the 
bosolQ-  of  an  afiecäonate  wiff^  and  sur* 
rounded  l^  tfae  tiaresses  of  a  W^y  ofi 
spring,  he  bdieted  himself  the  bi^pi^t 
of  tnortal^  aUd  ^most  cocisidexed  it  be- 
yond  the  power  of  -  aoeid^t  tö  dinuaisb 
fais  bbsft  But,  alas !  bow  bUnd  are  Rior* 
tals  tö  those  events  with  whicH  thewomb 
bf  fate  miay  be  pregnant,  eitl^er  Uk  their 
favour  CMT  tö  their  disadtan taget 

«  Secorid  in  favour  to  bimisetf  ^ith  tl« 
king  öf  ISeötland,  stood  sü*  WIlttaHi  Dum- 
blane.    He  was,  like  3lalooiiti,  a  sblditf 
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^s  favt  tJ|i9!e  strenger  virtuef.  gC  tl^e 
mind  wäre  not  in  y\\m  blended  wit^  tbe 
.beQ(»y«Ienjt  find,  milder  £9?)vv4(  wl^^b  ex- 
i&ted  io  Jthe.  I)eart  of  Gle^alpine.  With 
envy  an4;  with  hatred  sir  William, pei^- 
ceiyjed  thje  ^^  to  stand  nearer  the  i^fiSe^- 
tiq^  ,of  hü»  fiovere^  than  hiois^;  1^ 
h$i  pp  riv^,  fit  least  none  by  many.de- 
grees  ^  |x>wfaful  as  th^  earU  in  tbe  est^m 
of  hin  inemritk  V  if  1^  were  levi^ve^^  \hß 
sun  of  roydl  favour  woiild  slii])^  vfith .  1^ 
fir^.bi^iUn^jI  V{X)9  Wflaself,  B,#|Mstion 
on  tjbfi  gpu^t.  9\adfi  ^ts  ^coomplishmen^  ^g. 
pew  down^hk»  aod  he  MUim^ely  repolye^ 
to  e^1iffv^isl^  the  riyai  who  created  htip 
e}«;!^  ^Ifiqui^e^    Tfav«  deterimiwd,  iipfl# 

.the:daul;>M  pl?A:^^  thf^ir  bayi^g  l^i;^l>ri> 
ther  ]ef4ißrs  i«  th^e^fiöl^,  .aii4  of  1;^^^  pleäf- 
»ire  wbi5h  it  pj^ig^t  prodww  to  t^>eg^,nw- 
tually,  to  rpcapit^üate  their  past  a^Vf^-* 
tiu^  in,ari8i%  $\k  William  sefit  a  prpf^ng 
«P4,»«?^ial  iayitaöw  to  tl»  ^V  IjP  vi«t 
biR»  Mt  W:  ClWtle  qf  I)ii|ijblai»e^,>)9ri^ch 

€  4  tlie 
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the  tmsuspicioiis  61en^ine:aee!if%liig/in 
the  eourse  <^  a  few  ^ys»  becaihe  ^  güest 
'  crf*  Mi  oönoealed  ienerny«. 

'<  The  first  day  *W8ts  passedin  södal  ititer- 
course.  ^  The  morhing  öf  the  siacond  was 
devoted  to  the  cfaase ;  atid  in  the  eveiüng 
of  ttet  day  ^r  William  bad  deiertüined 
to  iiivite  hi^ '  giieirt  to ;  walk  witÜ  htm  in 
a  Wood  at  the  hädk  of  hia  Castle^ '  ahd  after 
having  raiscMi  i^öme  sufagect 'for  Mnteiitiony 
to  pat  a  period  to  bis  exktence  witfat  bis 
own  haiid«-^ 

'  ^  Thä  day  had  been  r^mäifksUy  wanio^ 
^arid  the  exercise  of  the  diase  fttf^ingi 
ahd ^er  the  middi^' nepaM»  Ana  Milof 
^  Glenaljnne  retire^  to  ä '  jirtvate  aptftment 
ilbc  %  &w  houfä  repose.  H^ '  käst  himself 
'^liböh  ä  coQÖh^  and  soonsunküHtö^  a  islum- 
bei',  fiVMn  Which  we  n^as  iWftlcened  by  the 
-sbUrid  öf  ddtgbtfhl  TtitfsiV'breaihed  in 
'«bft'ahd  sciartieljr-aüdible  notis  r  he  xatsed 
im  efea;  and  beheld  floätiti^  Väibte  htm  a 
^Mh  imd  tnilliant  deud,  wMdi^'^^duidly 
'unäiEisiiig,'  diäj^ayed  to'fai^^VilFff  tlite  biist 
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of  a  diminutive  and  angdic  fbnn,  whicht> 
in  \ooes  of  softiiess  equal  to  the  music  by 
wbich  tbey  had  been  preceded,  adi^?es8ed 
to  him .  these  woid»-^'  Be  ou  your  gu^rd- 
agaitist  .1Dfuihb1än€H-he  seeks  your  life  !* 
Tte  qpi^ket  then  became  again  gradu- 
^y  enivdopted  ;ia  the  doud,  and  to  tbe 
satne' melodious  stanins  with  which  it  badb 
appeared,  faded  fiom  bis  view.    ' 

V  The  eaipl  was  well  ao^uainted  with  the 
traditk>n  of  the  lHx>wnie,  whidb  was  the 
protectress  of  his  race  i  and,  as  the  af^ear*^ 
ance  whieb  he  had  just beheldcorrespond^r 
ed  in  every  vespect  with  the  descriptioni 
whichf  had  ag^n  and  again  been  deliy^red' 
to  bim  of^r  mariner  of  viating  his  ^nces- 
^GTSf  he  eouid  not  doubt  that  the  pecüiiar 
favour  of  Heaven  had  b<»en  extended  Jxi 
faitn  in  the  admenition  which  he  had  ise- 
ceived.  Hie  xxmld  scarcel))^  believe  a  xmn 
whef  was  ^penty  conducting  himself  4o- 
wiu:ds,hiai  aa  a  fpiend,  and  to  whom  he 
bad  never  giv^i  the  slightest  cause,  fbr 
aoinidiing  air  c^posite  sentiment,  t0^  be 

.  .. '  ca  his 
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htg  ft>e  in  heart;  bat  tfae  natuve  of  tbe 
waming  wbich  had  just  been  given  Um 
was  not  to  be  doubted,  and  fae  pre{>ared 
himself  to  eneounter  the  thi«atened«vent 

*"  Abötit  thehour  of  twil]gfat,sirWiUiam 
Dumblane,  complaining  of  tbe  exeesiifve 
warmth  of  tbe  af>artmen1^  invited  the  earl 
1»  walk  with  bim,  and  enjoy  tbe  refresb« 
ment  of  tbe  cool  evening  air. 

^The  eari  ootnpiied;  imd  Dumblane  tum* 
ed  into  a  dtak  and  sbadj  paäi,  whkb  le4 
into  tbf3  oentre  of  tbe  wood  at  the  baek 
ai  ^  Castle.  A  man  wbo  is  determined 
to  quarrel  easily  finds  a  cause  for  äspate: 
bjr  various  tannts»  wbieh  feU  Irom  the 
tongue  of  Dttmblane,^  bis  lival  beeame 
excited  to  warmth.  Dumtibine  aiifutty 
added  fuel  to  ttie  flame»  and  in  a  sfaort 
time  tbeir  swords'flew  from  llieii^  soab- 
bärds  to  support  tbeir  opkiions. 

"<  Gknalpine  reeolleietedibe  woi^  föf^he 

brownie,  but  bis  bonour»  deaier  to  Imhi 

tban  bis  life»  was  at  this  installt  attacked, 

tm^  worlds  eould  not  ba^e  bribed  hifft  to: 

bave 
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Imve  slept  iipou  ito  revenge.    Glenalpme 
was  a  man  oC  the  first  ooumgey  and  of  the 
fint  ddfl.  iu  ßtm^  i  hat  sir  William  poa- 
seraed  the  advantage  of  a  more.  atUetic 
«od  nuttaeular  fbrtxL  .  Tbis,  however,  was 
a  eowideration,  wfaicb,  if  rafleeted  upon 
at  all  hsy  tlie  earl  at  tbe  {nresrat  mmneot^ 
ivas  ulterly  disvi^^arded  by  bitn»  and  the 
combat  began,  Malcolm  pve&dng  faia  firat 
blow  by  si^ing — *  I  know  no  man  to^ 
whoee  aword  I  WQuld  so<mer  bppow  my« 
seif,  as  a  soldier,  than  tbat  of  sir  William 
Dumblane;  but  I  did  not  expect  to  have^ 
met  bim  as  a  prßdetermined  miirderer.l 

^  This  unlooked-for  address  added  fine  td 
tbealready-heated  blood  of  Dumblane,  for 
tmth  pieitses  keenly  to  tbe  heart  of  the 
villam,  and.be  riished  to  the  cdntest  with' 
the  f^octty  of  a  savage»  whilst  the  earl  en- 
deavoured  to  defend  himself  ^gaiitet  'hia 
attadc  with  the  manly  coofaiess  of  im  un- 
dismayed  spirit; 

•*  After  a  severe  conflictof  some  minutes^ 
fk.  WilKam  ^tncceeded  in  diaarming  bis 
'  c  6  antagonist^. 
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antagonisty  and  tbrowing  faim  tipon  one 
knee,  At  this  instant  tiie  briUiant  cbod 
wbich  the  earl  had  befiure  beheld,  and 
visible  ohiy  to  hknsdf,  appeared  floattng 
över  bim^  and  the  head  and  arm  of  tbe 
friendly  spirit  issuing  iiom  its  centre, 
{Slaeed  in  bis  band  a  swoid,  and  immecli- 
ately  vanisbed.  Dtsengaging  himsdf,  by 
a  mom^ntary  efifort,.  firom  bis  trinmpbant 
enemy,  tbe  earl  renewed  tbe  combat  with 
inewased  vigour;  every  blow  aimed  by 
tbe  sWord  witb  wblcb  be  was  now  armed 
weakened  tbe  strengtb  of  bis  adversary, 
and  Glenalpine  ultimately  laid  bim  dead 
Mt  bis  feet 

>  ''  Thus  ends  tbe  tradition/'  said  Nkih<v 
las ;  ^  tbis  monument  commemorates  tbe 
eVent;  and  the  splendid  exertions  of  a^ 
tbe  arts  tbat  ;iheet  y er  een  at  ilka  tum,  in 
tbid  cbapel^  Ailly  demonstrate  tbe  grati* 
tttde  witb  wbich  bis  noble  beart  was  fiUed 
towards  Providence  for  bis  unco  miracu- 
Ipus  deUverance."' 

i  BaidrUmmie  now  directed  äie  atten- 
tion 
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tion  of  K^meth  to  the  attar«  .where  th^ 
xnassy  fiilyer  candledticks»  the  embossed 
vases^  the,  riehly-embroideired  vdvet  cu^ 
3hioQ$,  and  above  all,  the  paintings,  which, 
seated  in  ^It  compartments,  reacbed  neav* 
ly  to  the  arched  and  fretted  loof  of  the 
buüding»  display ed  a  most  finished  ^ic^ 
ture  of  the  progress  wfaich  had  at  that  k^ 
mote  period  been  made  in  the  arfai»^ 

Mo^  of  the  oongregation.were  Qow.as^ 
semUed,  and  Baldrammie,  leading  Ken- 
neth  to.  a  seat,  informed  him  that  tlie  eaii   * 
was  enteriAg  the  chapeL. 

Wben  the  eari  had  taken  his  pliK»»:  the 
eyes  of  Kenneth  were  natutaly  drawn  to- 
wacds  bis  penion.  -He  beheld  in  him  a 
man  of  about  twenty-eight  ör  tbkty  years 
of  age^  ö{  9  tall  but  weltmade  form ;  his 
coiint^iance  was  more  interesting  tfaan 
handsome;  hia  cheeks  weve-  sunk;  his 
complexion  was.  pallid  in:  the  extreme. 
His  eyes»  which  were  dark  and  pei^sttet- 
ing»  evinced  alike  dqprejmoii  of  spidts 
and  a  refle^ve  niind;.and.tli^  Uoodkss 

band 
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hand  with  wbioh  Kenneth  ohserveA  hixn 
to  turn  the  leaves  cf  his  missal,  added  to 
the  dow  and  languid  step  with  whieh  he 
had  entered  tHe  diapel,  b^poke  his  ton^ 
stitudon  to  he.  weak  and  fragilev  v 

The  appearanos  of  all  piwcnt  was  ^us 
and  well  legulated ;  and  the  mild  'fUMtm^ 
aa  slie  sat  with  her  eye«  unvaryingly  fixed 
on  an  ivory  emblem  of  her  promiaed  sai* 
▼ation»  whieh  slie  ]bore  in  her  hand,  ap- 
peaned  in  innooenoe  and  loveliness  the 
aranUance  of  a  toansfigurated  aint« 

The  fiither  Celestine  now  stood  forwaxd 
atthe  altar,  and  thecer^ncmy  coramenced. 
The  vmoe  of  the  father  was  mild,  but  im- 
prasaive  and  persuasive,.  ax^  his  ven^tibfe 
appearanoa  added  eonsidarable  weight  to 
bis  wosds.  Ttie  notes  of  the  ohoiisten 
were  barmociiotts  and  unaffertedi  tkity 
appeared  to  sing  the  unlaboured  {muses 
of  Üiebeait  in  the  aeceptablo  Umeß  of 
real  'giiit|tttd&  The  Performance  o^  mass 
bong  eilded»  a  bymn  was  ^anted  <br  tM 
repose  of  lidy  C^nalpiiie*s  aoul,  and  &I- 
j  lowcd 
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Wod  by  a  diteourse  from  the  lips  of 
fkthw  Celestine,  of  which  she  was  the 
theme,  bat  in  whkh  he  rather  entreated 
oÜierB  to  Imitate  her  virtues,  than  make 
them  th^  subject  of  a  fulsome  panegyric. 
The  sentiments  which  it  cönveyed  were* 
simple,  but  weighty ;  they  sunk  into  the 
hearts  of  all»  and  drew  tears  from  the  eycB 
of  many. 

The  attention  of  the  earl  was  unbndten» 
snd  the  watchfui  eye  of  the  iaithful  Bai- 
drummie  scsarcely  watidered  for  a  moment 
from  bis  countenance;  he  knew  the  sns* 
ceplibility  of  his  heart,  luid  he  feared  lest 
he  sbould  be  overpowered  by  the  acute- 
ness  o^  his  ibelings,  whilst  dwelling  on 
that  irreparable  loss  which  he  had  so  se« 
verely  feit  and  acknowledged»  But  his 
composure  remained  unshaken/  tiH  the 
disoour^e  of  father  Celestine  had  prooeeded 
nearly  to  its  dose;  Baldrimimie  then  be« 
held  him  slowly  raise  his  eyes,  wfaidl  had 
hitherto  been  bent  to  the  ground,  and  di- 
reeting  ^em  towards  one  ceitain  spof^  he 

there 


thei?e  kept  them  fixed,  gaz|i^,  as  it  appear^ 
ed  to  his  watchful  gum'dian,  on  vacancy. 
He  contkiued  ihm  for  a  few  moments  in^- 
moveable»  when  $viddenly  the  blood  for^ 
spok  his  Ups,  a  bewildered  expression 
beaxped  in  his  eye,.  ^  iOonvulsive  sigb,.  alr 
most  amoünting.  to  a  faint  shriek,  burst 
itom  hi»  Ups,  and  he  isunk  fainting  lipon 
the  back  of  the  chair  on  which  he  was 
seat^*.  ■ 

.  Bal^Fummie  imtnediatery  hastened  to 
his  assistance,  and  around  the  ^me  Spot 
crowdi^  the  domestics  of  the  Castle.  Con«- 
stemation  seized  on  all  pc^sent^  and  the 
religious  ceremonies  became  suspended. 

In  the  oourse  of  a  short  tiine  the  eari 
was  restored..  On  .recovering^  he  raised  his^ 
eyes  slowly  and  timidly  to  the  spot  on 
which  they  had  been  rested  previously  to 
his  fallingf intg  a  State  of  insensibility ;  but 
be  now  yißwpSi  it  without  emotion,  and 
sustagm^^  hiniself  on  the  arm  of  Bai- 
drammie»  he  rose  from  hii^seal^  and&intly 
pronounced«-^'^  Lead.  me  tp  the  Castle/" 

His 
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.His  eommand  was « itostantly  obeyed, 
and  leaning  upon  the  arms  of  the  «teward 
and  a  oonfidential  servant,  named  Aledc 
Ferguson,  to-wbom  hewasinuchTBttach- 
ed,  and  who  had  been  bis  attendant  firom 
his  boyish  days,  with  slow  and  fidtering 
Steps  he  piüoeeded  in  'SÜencb  towards'BaiU 
quittber  -CflsÜ^;  on  hü  arrital  üi  wbkb  he 
was  immediately  oonducted  to  Idi  chanK 
ber,  withoiit  havihg  aisdgned'  my<  ötkit 
for  the  sudden  aild  viölent  emotid»  with 
which  he  had  beeti  afibcted  in  the  ehaptßl» 
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:|fe«r»  m  hl«  t)w!cl  3f««r,  wb?«  tb^fetb« 

the  unfeigned  regret  of  all  who  knew  him 
followed.  his  ashes  to  the  tomb.  The 
eountetfi  herseif  would  have  sunk  under 
the  privation  which  she  had  expeiiencei^ 
had  she  not  called  the  reflection«  of  religion 
to  her  aid,  and  resolved  to  exert  her  feel- 
ings»  fw  the  fiake  of  tbose  two  beloved  be* 
ings  who  owed  to  her  their  birth,  and 
who  must  ndw  look  up  to  her  fbr  the  ten- 
der  Offices  of  a  father  and  mother  united. 
Efforts  made  in  wisdom  and  piety  are 
usually  requited  by  a  recompensing  issue. 

/  :.  -  By 
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Bjr  compeiling  her  i»in4  tOreDgiigj».  ita^ 

p0i^,  (tf  the  1¥<wq4  whiqK  ab^  bqd  «t^$i»4 

band  became  softened,  if  not  fiibduod; 
wSi  a  calfn  r^fiign^tioa  to  the  un^t^ipble 

« 

to  quietaäe»  if  not  to  its  pcMtme  ^twity. 

For  five  yeairs  tkne  |^«d  on  M9q(iwk^ 
e4  by  9ny  eventc^  n^^m^Kb;  fit4|iii|iD^ 
aä  the  dwpo^tiQiM^  hier  ^tw«  bpy«^  Off^-r 
ei^y  of  tHe  eldsn  'w^»h$ffiavmg  t9 mh 

thdr  uAfbldkig  Mi^^Blkilkm  mm^yM» 

tifrfd  to  a  molb«r,  whfM»  Hope«  of  l^sM^ 
ing  her  jc^afuring  gmcod  wjiM  nIl  thüt  «in 
ennobte  im4  emb^lMh  tl^0  »iia4(  i^(d(ly 
l«lirs  to  cfofiöYär  ^  dw9$  <^  ti;ai9a«Jl|»il. 
ty  ainalgatiiatJig^  in  tbair  <s^f^ 

Wilb  the  extief^tion  <^  tH^jifiQ^t) 
wiilfch  theyboirci  to  ewh.otber»  9T|4  tb# 
reverence  which  they  felÄfor  thf»r  amiabk 
motber,  tbeir  hMri%  tbQUgfa  eq^uaHy  in^ 
dlne^  to  a  love  of  yittu^»  and  a  {lumi^ 

anoe 


ättc*  öf  iliö  ri^Wt;^  #c*e  («st  •  In:  moulds 
gMtiy  ^in^ikr  to  ^ea^i  otfa^t  äYi^  in 
teiiktifu^hs^'  ^dso,  Chey*  W^e  61$  dj^I^k^y 
fmitncfd  la»^  in  fbe  betit  iof  «hiir  tempt^rs 
ärtdinilihatiotas;  ^ 

Hie niätn&Iliy Stern  of  Datid  was,  from 
his'%ittfa»  Weide  ärtd  dfnhetittiy';  ikrifles  de^ 
prea^  liili'St^t$,'dhd  ext^abnt^tyiexer- 
tioa^JdbRaüsted'hia  strengt^.« '  The  Sports 
Whi*h  Im  ino«  löveä  ^  l»yh<x)d^  wei^ 
such' »i  (WuM  1)6  pimoed  in^^^^  äp'dtt^ 
mehts  ottd  gftrdensof  tbe'oiisri^;'Hii^  as 
he  appitoaehed  to#aa*dä'  mbnhodd,  boök^ 
Mid  emtiMortä^  ebief 

d^selb^ts>;whilGit  the so<^fy  "vrhic^  he 
{ii^iTed^'eol^sistedof  thedimiestic  citde 
Wbid»  teoibposed  his  mötfeiei^  fii^  ' 

■  'thbiNAMst  fiame  cmP  R^ofeert,  on  the 
cmitittryy  (Htcfr^viredn^ithil^  and  bis 
litilbi^ '  %eMi  ^  sbunrg'Mth^  tbe  ittanMest 
Vigoäir^t'  ejcerdisef  Was  Inis  di^H^bt  r-  tp  itnge 
the  mouÄtaini^  Atid  tbe  sea-sb<3re,  bk  ^* 
voiiiite  pastime;  and  tbe<move  laborious 
tbe  pursui*»'in  wbicht  he  ^gaged^  the 

xnoce 


tdOKe  «xttberant  his  sjaiita  dAcr  ibwat;  tifif 
oomidiabed.  .  Aa  he  iidvAii«ediUi:  yi8n«<  ^ 

äUelf  ht>  bis  y/ptüs(.  tfqd  «ctipn^t:  IlP^ffgcarily 
jüou^htji  90qM<Mnt9iio9,  i  ^fld;  .^/paitidpf tiöo 
in  such  sport»  tf^  ,were  to  be.^qd  ijD  th^ 
Deighbourhood  9f  IBaü^tther  C99tle;  ibut 
mu(^  iif«  ibe.  loved.tp  ,j||ngß,|^iH9fi4»!  1^ 
willst^  ifeftjUltMe  tp).tpfrbf«Pt,.'bßJm^9f|i^ 
ibßt  *«v  uev^j  Mt^i|}ed;b9iQe  jVT^tb^ift  Jtji^ 
.¥rai:m«fit:8aitisfea^n..to  ^.bektyed  amo«^ 
jstea 'WilnOrti  be. bad  kft  bebüpd« x „'  :  <, •.  i ., : 
/:  It  twuft,  bj?!  ajmost  ^i?pdje^  .^  remorjk, 
Ibftfcreyeiy  iiftstrufit?»!»,:  sni.  ^qc^i^^ 

mitted  as  a  n^^ßs^wry.  part  jOf ,  eß^^f^iflifiKit 
■W^fre:  bts|0Y^^,<9n,tbegn  .by  .ij^iirt  gKlt^er, 
afid  .tbet  wb8l;$vi^  «..iQdalgqiiee,^  vpdcr  ^1^ 
re«tri«titQ»9  onf  tii«i^ö(W,|=fiw?4  opnM^lP 

itD  ibfiu^.^oy q^eqt ;, ;  Tbey:  wpi?^,  fphcb  pro- 
.yic^4itritb4$8n^ai)(«>  ?jiHt«df^jtt|e:qppp^ 
.^[|9(«$lon9  XU  \7bi<:b.itiWasrtibQiE.4>^tyj^ 

■.M  mie. 


ttAe^  ivhb  ImA  iie?6f  knönoi  adjr  ittteMBt- 

rnid  'hh  desMAdbnte,  nhfbmigfa  fae  erei* 
preMrted  tfae  resyi^ectful  äi^timbe  d<^  ft  4(^ 

'tiie  Ise^  dölicitüde  of  ^  ^pf6/t^nt. 

The  oountess  h^iseK*  wi»  $^  free  from 
fk\9k  ^^Hde  M  5he  was  obsier^ant  ^f  tbose 

degfees,  ftfrm  älike  tb«  hlippk)etö  of  üi>. 
didy.  She  kiiew  t!ie  Value  of  the  fkith- 
ful  and  loDg^tried  Nielioläs  Baldrummie^ 
and  '•fteqti'ently  toadfe  his  breast  the  •  re- 
|)C)dftory^af  eotffidential  questions,  whieh 
-ihe  #ä5  Well  tmtsite  that  be  wonld  ireply 
'to  With  tntth  and  interest. 

One  ineming,  ufoout  the  titne  thatl£)a- 
vid  liad  tompleted  bis  Hfteenth  year»  the 
cotir  ti^/  accoknpanied  by  the  fxresehtitem^l 
and  Bftldrninnriei  bad  walä^.  tötbel^Ul- 
Ix^'s'  diapel;  to  inspe^  the  progn^  ö£ 
8om^ il^patrs  whieh  it  was  uAdefgc^lig ;  on 
theh"  khiiti  ta  the  casfle,  tbey  fband  the 
greiÄer  |>iKrt  o^the  4oiäeistk?s  äasembled^ 
^    '»  the 


4r-     • 

the  ootirCjraid,  Md  ^reiWeä  tHUt  ihi^  ob« 
jedt  6f  tli6ir  Httraction  Hirns  ^  tall'i(fid  \k(rty 
wi^fnan,  tvith  a  sallow  aJid  tnMgre'cbimte- 
nance,  which  was,  notwitbstanditfg,  li^ht*^ 
eihy  an  eye  of  arehness  fifnd  btflllafncy, 
and  whose  tättered  gaitnenl»  änd  iTigged 
plaid  but  ill  cancealed  her  fonn  %eiieMfh ; 
and  tbis  being  was,  it'A]lpeared, «  ^rCuAe- 
telkr,  whom  die-servanKs  had  mvked  with^ 
in  the  tt^Ils,  iik  örder  tö  expoiHid  to^b^tn 
the  &te  which  piresided  over  fhei^^tare 
^ays-  . 

**  Have  you  any  fiiith  in  the  Bbäity  of 
persens  "who  ^rofess  f hembelves  posaeaaed 

r 

of  the  powers  öf  secoitd  sighft,  iOMfSbet?^ 
inqixired  David  öf  theeouiitess. 

Lady  Gleiialpine  Te}>lied— ^<  tlftfet  Küttty 
instantes  of  the  kitid  were  äftid  9»  kis^^ 
been  ktiown  ki  Scotland,  ^cit  Alit>öpfciäimi$ 
were  ^ivided  in  the  beVief.'*    '     \ 

"  Wi*  due  Submission,  my  ladyi*^  pio^ 
nounced  Baldrumniie,  *'  I  tbiifk^ttM;  4lieir 
exiiitenoe  müat  be  qidisputiMe  'to  ^ivetf 
^eotive  mmd,  whan  we  eonädSr  dkäft 

frae 


4» 

fi«e  sie  s^ufeeB,  q\ea  ppwerjlul  jnonarchft 
hae  Yecpiyed  tfae  SHu&t  profititble  admoni- 
tkms  for  the  regulations  q*  t^dt  king- 
dwi9.  .  But  gin  we.  descen4:  fme  these 
h^i^r  afithpiities»  and  <;x>ine  dt>wi[i  totbe 
Qomioon(>Qyen)ts  oMIfe^  I  eould  teil,  my 
jmng]xfdm  moputrovertible  instance  o' 
tbe^iSooresl^ht  o'  a  ;W$i,rd  wifef  that  cpn- 
vQfS^i  wi' ;  9:  eousiix  .o*r  i^y  a[ui ; ,  his  name 
\^fUi^jl^i^iQ|^M%eDzie^  «nd  a^w^l  as  I 
reqoUi^Jt  ia  iio|fiir;abp^t  (twa-^md-sixty 
years  since,  as  he  was  yae  day  crossing  a 

em^ging  fibcmi  the  «g^up.  by  which  sh^ 
was  surrou^d^»  moyed  up  to  David;  and 
fysmg  9p0ii'him  her  eyes>  wUh  a  wild  and 
p^culi^c  dKpfesoon» ,  said-^f*  I  should  like 
i^fl^  j^<t^j#iat  ycHing  lord's  f^rtwe." 
"  Why  so,  good  woman  ?v  »pkcid  the 

/f«^flflil^9i^!iny  eoua9^  9)s^y  be  o'  aem<^ 
^  bifn  benMiftef/ replied  the  fertjane-tell- 

t.';fi  fiae 
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frae  giving  it  to  him."  And  havifig  thus 
spoken,  with  knitted  brow  and  starting 
eye,  she  advfinced  still  nearer  to  the  youth» 
and,  in  a  hoUow  tonie  of  voice»  pronounoed 
the  foUowing  uncoutiii  and  inoomprdien- 
sible  lines — 

"  Where  thrice  tbree  bolts  unite»  beware ! 
Für  there  is  spun  the  tangled  snare : 
Wide  o*er  fiite*s  boofk  your  dooro  is  spread— ■ 
Yuur  heait  iniist  sav«  your  brotiier*s  b^ad.** 

The  countess^  smiling,  presented  the 
woman  with  a  gratuity^  in  the  hope  of  re- 
ceiving  which,  she  doubted  not  that  she 
had  exerted  her  eloquenoe.  Baldmmmie 
listened  to  her  with  fixed  attention  and 
solemnfty  of  .  countenanoe ;  and  David 
appeared  agitated,  and  eyen  depressed,  by 
the  oonduding  part  of  her  address  respect» 
ing  his  brother. 

As  the  countesSy  her  son,  and  the  Stew- 
ard, had  been  jstanding  at  some^tahce 
from  the  servants,  when  the  fbrtmie-tetter 
hadmovedup  to  them,  her.worda  wo^. 
not  heard  by  $ny  person  bat  thettiselves. 

vol:zl  d  As 
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4äv^  Vf9te  on  Ute  ^pmnt  of  qfuitting 
äie  ceiri1;yavd;*Rdbert,  just  retumodj&om 
an^excoraoR  to  tke  «ea-shore,  joined  äiem» 
ttidleonmig  wfaftt  iiad  been  passing,  iaugh- 
ingly  teked  if  he  irngHt  not  ^ave  Ihs  for-» 
tune  told  too? 

The  fortune^tefier  oyeTfaeaid  bis  ques- 
tion»  and  immedietely  snswefed-— *'  I  fcae 
naetbing  to  say  to  you,  young  gentleman ; 
yer  fate  is  included  in  the  admonition  I 
hae  j«et^¥ai  te  yer  iHrit^er;"  and  witb 
tbdse'trwds^^e  ^B^tumcd.  tothe  gsmip 
i^ith  4<4iich  «he  iu^  befcR  beän  engoged. 

i^n-Mteiiiig  theoMÜle/tlK^coimtctfasBd 
ber^oM-prooeedcd  loan'aitntnieiit,  afid 
Bäldrammie  qmtted  them.  l^nceimg 
the  impgwMkii  :9iifaieh  the  'wmäs^  of  Ae 

David»  the  countess  endeaanDmeditormü' 
oäfolteiiflea:»£pbK»Qg  4Biy  ;£ath  icn^Üie 
pSRHfiMionaaf  «aipwrriiad^  'wh»  ^odoU 
ocdyj|)eaiq)f»Ba^  jwiiat 

she  4iidiiiy'tke!bfiiiei4Df:>a  franiar^  »• 
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had  bseo  ifamnrn  hy.  htTjaUkam. 

P^md  to))e  fiur;maieisted0d  nigMtist  die 

powers  of  sorcery. — "  Yoa  do  amt  imt 

our  imiäifer/'  lue  jsaod,  addregsing  Daiüd, 

^  'ivbo.  k  a  lad^,  .and  idio  iiM  daad  a  .good 

edueaden,  'ppetend  to  Mkf  knowlsdge,  of 

tbe  kiod;  ^nd  how  ^oold  «tfaat  .poeor  wo« 

Alan»  wi»  mwt  have  .eR^)!}red  kifinitely» 

1^  jftdvMitagefi,   hsMw  move  .tiiaa  ^die 

does  ?    it  nmt  be  4iti  noiMeme,  ^oid  oiily 

do]ie;t<Mgel4naiiey>  l^-^I  mn^(s«re4t  raust- 

LUftle  mwte  mus  said  upan  ihe  ^ubjec^ 

aod  in  tbe  course  of  a  <few  weelss,  tbe  ^« 

tiV^e^difler  and  >her  fn^^iction  seetned  to 

ba^e  didd  away  from  t4ie  fecallei^on  6f 

^.    'Biit  »pon  the  dbappeamnee  of  8tr 

Robert  iDundixiald,  of  whieh  circumstaDce 

oaronpaders  have  akeadybe^i  appvificä' 

hy  ithe  Ups  of  Nicholas  Baldramime»  ^tX^' 

tboii^  -nearly  ume  years  had  elapsed  ^sinee- 

the.^wtimosteHer  had  deliveied*  her  pro«. 

phnf«  it  was  inatimtly  vefived  kk  Ihe' 


minds  of  all  who  possessed  ä  knowledge 
of  the  transaction»  and  his  absence  almost 
supposed  to  be  the  cx>mmenceinent  of  some 
event  which  might  fiilfil  the  hith^o-d^ 
rided  predicüon. 

,  The  agöny  communicated  to  the  he«rt 
öf  the  oouatess  by  the  loss  of  her  son»  was 
of  a  nature  unutterable-— inconsolable. 
Her  health,  which  had  been  lattarly  de« 
clining,  sunk  under  the  shock,  and  a  pe- 
rlod  of  eighteen  months  carried  her  to  the 
^ve,  the  victim  of  matemal  affecti<m» 

The  earl  still  survived,  but  the  poignm^ 
qy  of  bis  feelings  wasted  hk  strength,  wd 
enervated  his  mental  powers«  He  bewi^ 
ed  the  loss  of  his^  brother ;  he  pftssedsle^ 
less  nights,  and  anxious  days,  in  endea* 
younng  to  acopunt  for  his  disappeafanc^ 
and  develop  bis  fate;  and  he  wept  ik^ 
di^tjb  of  his  mother  as  the  heaviest  pri^a* 
tiQn  with  which  the  band  of  fate  cpuld  at. 
that  mpment  have  afflicted  bim.  But 
grief  wajs  not  the  only  tprturing  Sensation 
MT^v^haffectedhisfeelingsi  toevefymmd 

,;  suspQDse 
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suspense  and  mystery  are  keen  tormentors  ? 

more  particularly  so  to  a  heart  of  suscep 

tihility  aiid  nervous  solicitude,  such  as  was 

the  ear?s;  and  as  the  disappeärance  of  hi^ 

bröther  and  the  recoüection  of  fbe  fortune^ 

tellef  s  prophecy  met  in  his  brain,  accomi- 

paiiied  by  ever-vafyin^  and  undigested 

ideas,  bis  nature  fretjuently  almost  sunk 

beneath  the  contending  and  undefinable 

^ensatioiis  vnth  wbicb  his  soul  was  racked. 

Upoii  the  death  of  the  ooutitess,  all  wbo 

iöved  the  earl  trembled  for  bis  lifo  idso; 

Aey  apprehended  that  his  existence  might 

6de  under  the  accuniulation  of  his  sor^ 

rows;  but  the  band  of  Heaveh  appeared 

tosustain  him,  and  he  bad,  in  ah  üriex- 

peeted  manner,  conduetedhunselfthrough 

all  the  ceremonies  attendant  on  her  death, 

when  seized  with  the  siidden  emotion  by 

"^ich  we  have  seen  bim  overpowered  in 

the  Abbofs  cbapel  6n  the  morning  subse- 

quent  to  the  funeral  of  bis  lamented  pa- 

rent.    The  remainder  of  that  day  was 

D  3  passed 


{Mttsed  b^  him  in  ^olUttde^  in  pray^^  a»d 
ix^  refleetion». 

Late  in  the  erefling»  Baldrunuxue  was 
caUod  upon  to  attend  kiizk  Since  tbe  kss 
g£  bis  hr^herr  the  old  Steward  was  Ihe 
OBly  persoa  wbo^  ekelusivel/  of  his  ifio* 
iheF,  hadever dhared hiscof^enee;  Tiie 
gentl^^a»  of  Gknal|Mae's^  beart  rendeced 
bim*  su6ceptible  of  tli»  fcelkiga  müt  v^if^ 
the  M.  maiK  was  aninsated  toward^  bis^* 
$äi  $i»d  bis  roktms  i  and  he  esperknced 
iBt 8Mi^i(ttiO]|  m  cofeMsidadüi;  bim  Fatladr  as^a 
fiieftd  tha»  »  d^Miestie.^*'  Hbw  fiires  it 
m^ye^ifolfir»  Bi^f  dter  loid  ?"  aftked  thestevT' 
bi4  tendesljv  as  he  enfeved  tiate  aptf tmeßt. 

''  I  tbiiibr  rapüedthe-earl^ !'  that  I  feel 
06iiie¥4aiat  mor^  eonaitosed  i»  mini  ^ml 
did  a^  few  houfs^  i^,  idtibeu^h  b^  1^ 
aifKioMv  Sü  dowB-M^I  ba ve  sooMäiing  ot 
ifkipoptanee  wMöh  I  wish  to  ask  of  ycm ; 
pray  repe&t  to  nie  the^  tpadHioAal  acboont 
of  the  spkit  ivbiuh  was  injbnater  dflys  re* 
pprted*  to  pmtect  my  family ;  I  hcive  again 

and 
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and!  s^in  heord  the  accou&lr  rehearsed} 
biit  I  have  just  now  a  particular  reason 
for  wisbing  to  receive  it  once  more  front 
yourlipft»*' 

It  was  a  subject  lipon  whoLch  Baldrum« 
mie  lored  to  speak,  and  he  itnmediately^ 
complied,  by  deUvering  a  diflEuse  and  cirl 
eumstantial  account  of  tbe  guardian  spirit 
enveloped  in  tlie  briUlantdoud,  and  of  the 
soft  and  melodious  mu»e  by.  which  tra* 
dition  recorded  it  to  be  aceocnpanied.. 

Tfa^  earlappeared  considerably  agifated 
duf ii^  tfae  recitaly  and  when  it  waa  con«» 
duded,  be  said — ^  Is  it  not  also  >  affirmed 
tbfi4;tlüs  mysterious.being^  on  its  visits  to 
tbe  eartbf  is  never  either  visiblie  or.  audi-' 
ble  to  any  one  exoept  the  immediate  head 
of  the '  Glenalpine  family  T 

Bäldrummie  oonfirmed  the  idea,  anft 
the  earl  pfoeeeded  thus— "  Yoi^  cannot 
be  sur^msed  at  tfae  anotion  whäch  I  this 
numiing  betrayed  in  the  cbapel  when  I  in 
confidenoe  inferm  you»  that  I  at  tbat  mo- 
meixt  beheld. .  the  mnilMude:  df  tiie»  verj 

D  4  being 
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being  you  have  just  been  describing;  my 
attention  was  attracted  by  the  softest  mu« 
sie,  and  on  raising  my  eyes  to  the  spot 
from  whence  it  proceeded,  I  beheld  the 
brilliant  doud,  whieh  gradually  unfolding, 
displayed  to  my  view  the  benign  coun- 
tenance  of  a  lovely  cherab ;  it  smiled  gra- 
ciously  tipon  me,  and  lifting  its  eyes  to 
heaven,  with  an  expression  which  ap- 
peared  to  instruct  me  there  to  place  my 
hope»  it  vanished  from  my  sight.** 

*•  Oh !  blessed,  thrice  blessed  be  the  be- 
nignity  o'  the  power  by  whieh  it  was 
commissioned  to  yer  sightT  exclaimed 
Baldrummie;  "it  was,  nae  doubt,  permit- 
ted  to  ye  as  an  unequivocal  evidenee  that 
ye  enj<^  the  favour  o*  a  pitying  Omnipo* 
tence." 

The  earl  himself  coincided  in  opinion 
wlth  bis  Steward.  The  event,  he  smd, 
although  it  had  affected  him  with  a  mo- 
mentary  alarm,  had,  upon  reflection,  com- 
municated  relief  to  bis  mind.  It  had  led 
him  to  believe,  that  whatevef  the  fate  of 

bis 
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bis  brotlier,  he  was  not  disreg^rded  by  the 
eye  of  Providence ;  and  that  if  there  were 
any  truth  hereafter  to  be  fulfilled  in  cor- 
respondence  with  the  fortune-teller's  pre- 
diction,  that  the  appearance  which  he  had 
that  moming  beheld,  seemed  to  signify 
that  the  anpport  of  Heaven  would  be 
granted  him  in  «ny  extremity  to  whidi 
the  will  of  &te  might  be  preparing  to  ex- 
pose  him« 

A  considentble  time  was  passed  by  tbe 
carl  in  eimversation  with  bis  humble 
friend;  and  Baldrummie  rgoiced  in  heart 
to  pereeive  that  the  spirits  of  bis  mäster 
uppeared  to  have  reeeived  a  sHght  aBevia-* 
tion  from  the  heavy  weight  of  sorrow  by 

.  which  they  had  so  long  been  oppressed. 

When  they  parted  for  the  nighty  den 
alpine  enjoined   iJ^icholas  not  to  repeat 
the  subject  of  their  Conference  to  ä  siflgle 
individual;  and  Nicholas^  to  whom  Glen- 

.alpine'fi  will  was  law,  readäy  promised 

.  implidt  obedience  ta  bis  wish» 


CHAP^ 
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CHAFTER 


Osf  the  foUowmg  mornii^  Kemietb  es- 
fteammg  a.  wisb  to  gun  t  knövfUifs/^et 
tibe-  oountr3F  by  wfakh  the  eastie  was  sür- 
rounded,  Baldrummie  appointed  one  ^f 
the  dotnaatka  to  attend  Um  v  Md  the 
gßmeheej^  throwing  Im  giu^  aeitMsa  bis 
dioilldef ^  tbesr  sqt  aui. 

Asstkerf  pioeaedird.~>^  Ye^  vm  aaqpmmt 
wi^  tbear  paitt,  IredBoi^'*  aaklt  KnmethSs 
cCHnponiant^ 'Charlie  M'Csae. 

^1^.  mAeed^  I  am  vßt^  ytmlherit^plf. 

« I  sbould  aaka»t  tfaMii  y^^Waaiwo*  this 
eocmtiy  a^a,^  sgoiiiitd  Chaitte^ 

<'  CNh  y«^  hol  I  ail^'^  angweroA  Keß- 
neth;  ''  whaimafaea^^fM  daübt^it?^ 

^BeeauMt^Vm^^eemf,"*  catumad  Cbolfe, 

**  that  ye  ha^  na  the  acx^mt  cT  t)iM  cMfeh^ 
no  the  least,  f  yer  apeach."* 

**I  was 
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• 

.**  I  was  botn  in  Airshire»"  replied  Ken- 
neth,  '^  the  diakct  of  whidi  couBtry  is  veiy 
different  from  your»;  my  mother  was  a 
bwiaadwoman»  who  had  married  a  higli- 
lander ;  and  my  father  dying  when  I^  was 
very  young»  I  was  brought  up  prinoipally 
with  my  mother»  and  leamt  tp  >ßpeak  as 
ske  didT'  uddnd  a|^)eacing  to^  wish  to  give 
a  tum  to  the  conveisation,  he  immediately 
said-*»^^  You^  fitewmid^  Mr.  Baldrunyxue's 
niec^  is'  a  remaFkablj^-fine  girl." 

''  Aye  she  i&a*  thi^/  retumed  Charlie  r 
'*  uncx>  Bonny».  and  a  very  guid.  person  aiS 
WeeL!* 

'^  I  wonder  tö  see  so  handsome  a  young 
woman  unmarried;'  rejoined  Kenneth; 
^  k  miitt.berher  owa  choioe».  I  think^.  to 
iseominft  siiigle." 

,  **  I  dare  say  it  is,**  said  Charli<»;  *'  what 
gpilfll  is»  Ulme  i&'W^adlack,  as- thß  auldwives 
sajjr  tin  the  right  man^x3ofties?" 

^Yeryi  iarvussT  answeped  Kenneth,  *'if 
heRaflSectiana  are  engag^d,.  as  yoa.  seem  to 
unplj-^thatia  what  ypuiaean^^xsiiotit?^ 

d6  ••Aye,* 
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^'  Aye,**  answered  Charlie,  with  a  signU 
ficant  smile,  and  shake  of  the  head. 
.  "  Whoe ver  he  is  that  possesses  her  heart, 
he  must  be  a  happy  man,*  retumed  Ken- 
nethM'Koul. 

*^  It*s  liard  to  say  what  he  k  the  now, 
puir  chield,**  rejoined  Charlie. 

•*  Why  so  ?  who  is  he  ^  asked  the 
gamekeeper. 

Charlie  still:  smiled,  bat  did  not  reply, 
and  Kenneth  repeated  his  questibn. — ^  I 
dare  say,**  answered  CfaarHe,  **ye'll  hae 
heard  that  ale^sellers  should  na  be  tale-tell- 
ers ;  and  I  think  as  weel,  that  guid  ser- 
vants  should  na  teVt  tales  out  o'  the  house 
they  bide  in* 

•*  If  you  have  been  ordereJ  to  fceep  it  a 
secret,'*  returned  Kenneth,  "that  alters 
the  case.'* 

«  Oh }  I  was  never  telTd  öught  about 
it,"  eried  Charlie;  **  for  I  dinna  ewn 
rightly  ken  whether  there  be  ony  trath  i* 
the  rtory  ata*,"* — Kenneth  now  smiled  in 
his  tum,  and  Charlie  contlmied — ^**I  din- 


im suppose  tliere  can  be  imtch  härm  in  dU 
vulging  what  I  was  never  telM  to  keep 
secret.  Why  it  was  thöiight  by  many 
that  Meestress  Robrna  had  stolen  awa 
the  beart  o*^  young  sir  Robert  Dundonald, 
the_earrs  brither ;  btrt  whether  it  was  true 
er  fause,  I  caniia  tak  apon  ine  to  declare*; 
bat  it  lookit  unco  like  it  by  the  lamenta* 
^ons  sbe  made  about  bim  at  bis  disappearu 
ance ;  bat  it's  unfair  judging — ^it  might  be 
only  out  cf  respeet  to  the  late  countess, 
bis  mither,  wha  had  been  as  kind  tili  lier 
for  mony  years  past,  as  if  sfae  bad  been  a 
baim  o'  her  ain.  Yell  shurely  hae  hearfl 
e^^the  sair  misfortune  that  befel  Balquit* 
ther  Castle  i*  the  löss  o'  sir  Robert  ?**  added 
CbarKe,  after  a  momenta^  pause. 

Kenneth  retumed  an  equivecal  answer, 
to  which  he  subjoined  a  hatf-expressed 
wii»h  to  hear  the  account  eircumstantially 
detaOed.  Charlie  immediately  oompKed 
with  bis  request,  and  gare  a  füll  relation 
ef  the  mysterious  occurrenee,  which  cor^ 
xesgonded  in  every '  particular  ,with  the 

narrative 
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mmitive  wKibb  he  had  reenved  fio»  TS*-- 

\ 

eb(^  Baldrummie.- 

A  chasm  in  tfaetr  oonversatiDn^now  todk 
]^aoe,  and^  the  g»mekeeper  emptoyed  a 
eoBsiderable  time  in  searehkig^  £»  baußte 
and  Covers,:  where  Im  ia^mA  the  fox- 
aüd'^inecMr^hen  raight  lie  ooneealedr 

The  ciffeuiii  i»  which  their  walk  had' 
been .  tdten  uitiinatdy  brmight  them.  to 
the  spoi  where,  in  Pude  >  and  pictuiesiiae 
gnoidmirr  stood  tlieVuins  c^theraoniasteiy 
Gf  St  Cyrtti^  .1^  the  basr of  the  räek  ujieB: 
the  auinmilr  of  wfakh^the  AbbcA^s  c^a]^' 
Mtied  4ts^^  pcoiad  head^  Aft^i^  gMog  £^ 
a  few  laomimte  afc^pu»!  windsw»  of  whieb 
the  8|:onewdfk  atill  a^^eared  entin^  aad^ 
which  W4ift  sup^f^  betweenr  a  douUe 
iBBge  ef  piUfiiSr  that  had  togßthei^  foitoed' 
l&e  eaatenriv  extremilr^  of  the  boüding^. 
Kennedi.  oast^  himaalf  fop  repose  ufxm  a 
fragment  af  tiie  &U«»  sbmey  and  Chaifif^. 
leoRu^  bis^baek  agaiast  a  OBailar  place  ^of 
wpf>oi^  beißUAt  some  obsan^ations.  «poji> 

tkm.  dflcayed  state^  o£  the  atruGtoKrv^' 

whieh 


Vfbkh  Kentteth  äppeaved  tßf  faf  liUfe  a<^ 
tention ;  and  after  the  k^pse  of  a  shortr  pe^ 
riod,  as  if  utterly  uneonsdous  thst  CbarlSs^ 
had  been  speakin^  he  twned  bis  bead  to^ 
wafds  him,  and  sdd — **  I  au^pose  Robina 
was  bfougbt  up  irr  the  cartle  fxom  a  chiM 
bjr  her  luide  foid  aant  Baldrtimmie ;  *AI|d^ 
tfaak  the  Iste  CQuntess  was  attadied  to  her 
on  aecount  of  having  kiiown  herftom  her 
aifaacy  ?" 

''  £hv  HO,"  answei^d  CharUe  M'CWr 
f^the  oeeasion  o*  her  Coming  to  i^de  at^ 
dei:  the  protectioiv  ö*  her  unele  Bsldrunlr 
Bofe  aiose  frae  ayery  sad  afiair»  nae  less^ 
äMir  «1  awfu'  robb^  and  mtfrder  that  Was . 
ecxmnitted  on  her  twa  paieats^  wha  i«* 
sided  at  tise  time  o'  the  feerfu'  tsansaetion 
at  a  lane  house  on  a  bonny  estate  >o^  tbeir 
mig  atnae  mockle  distanee  frae  the  bnn 
a'  Macka»sey^  whare  ye  mauto  hae  heard. 
speak  o'  the  esäracudifiiary  casaade  i'  the 
ooimty  o'  Perth.**^ 

Kenneüi  employed  himself  kr  ckmimg^ 
tbe  tnwu&le  of  his  fiece» .  and  ChwÜe,  {w*- 

ceeded. 


.\ 


6* 

.eeeded  thus— «''As  IVe  Iie&rd  tbe  accbuMt 
delivered,  it  was  yae  eenin  aboiit  the 
glomin  i*  the  early  spring  o'  the  year,  thät 
a  loud  chap  at  the  gate  caused  the  gokl 
man,  Robma's  feyther/to  rise  and  open 
it,  and  there  he  fund  a  weary  travellef, 
wha  Said  that  he  had  lost  bis  galt  wi'  jour- 
neying  tili  a  place  they  ca*  £n>ol;  situate 
y  the  Carse  o*  Gowry.  Weel,  the  stuanger 
prayed  a  shelter  fbr  the  night,  and  RoM- 
na's  feyther,  wha,  they  say,  had  as  kindly 
ä  heart  as  ever  wanned  the  breast  o'  man, 
bade  him  enter,  and  invited  him  to— ^-'' 

"  Weel,  tnaister  Kenneth,"  ^xdakned'  a 
voice  at  this  moment,  **  what  matter  tf 
diversion,  think  ye^  is  this  airt  o*  our 
county  eapable  o'  afFording  the  sporti- 
man  ?'* 

The  voice  was  that  of  BaMnimmie,  whö 
had  descended  into  the  valley  with  one  of 
tbe  masons-^  emplöyed  in  some  repcdi^ 
'  which  were  making  on  the  outside  of  the 
ehapel,  in  search  of  a  stone  which  might 
eorrec^nd  wUh  one  of  the  ancient  hewfi 
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blrnaments  of  the  edifioe,  which  time,  and 
the  weather,  had  jointly  tended  to  injure, 
and  which  its  possessor  was  anxioas  to 
faave  restored  to  its  pristine  appearance, 
in  the  most  artful  manner  by  which  the 
defeet  oould  be  replaced. 

At  the  sound  of  the  voice»  Kenneth 
Started»  and  raised  his  eyes  from  his  gun 
ibwards  the  Speaker;  and  CharUe,  inter- 
rupted  in  his  narrative  by  the  presence  of 
the  Steward^  moyed  away  towards  the 
Castle. 

Baldrummie  and  the  gamekeeper  now 
entered  into  a  mixed  conversation,  some» 
tiimes  relative  to  the  surrounding  country 
and  the  sports  of  the  field,  and  sometimes 
to  the  repairs  which  were  making  at  the 
ehapel,  tili  the  bell  at  the  Castle,  which 
announced  the  approach  of  the  dinner 
hour,  sounding,  they  together  moved  on 
towards  its  walls. 

Some  days  passed  unmarked  by  any 
occurrence,  except  that  the  earl  was  per- 
suaded  by  Baldnimmie  occasionaUy  to 

take 


^    » 


take  tlie  ak  in  a  momu^'  in  the  gitide^ 
ofthe  Castle»  ani  tbat  those  who  feltiiH^ 
rested  in  hl»  wekaie  fiattesed  tii^CMetv^ 
witb  the  belirfthat  tbey  beh^  semetd; 
v«d  amendiaeiit  in  his~hte£dtba»dspirit& 

On  one  of  these  momtngi^  Gktiai|^ii^ 
ftr  th«.fir9l  time»  saw  KenAeth^  andtoon- 
y$mi^  with  hiai  for  nearly  half  att^  botti 
oÄ  the  duties  of  bis  offioe. 

Wken^Kemetfa  had  qpitted  the  apart» 
«ant— »''Icannott  from  ajofeamnce,  jndg^ 
Said  the  earl  to  Baldrummie»  /'  how  ooaa> 
patent  tiiat  man  may  pravefbr  fiffii^the 
»tnation  whidi  be  comes  to<  hddi;  b«t^ 
tboii^  of  a  toSendbly-haDdaome  pecson^ 
IJMCß  18  sQOMthing  in  his  countenmiee 
iffÜGb  I  aumot  ootitempkte  wifch  pic»^ 
aiiR^ 

'  **  Ye  ken,  my  ibrd/'  repfied  Biddromi- 
tm^  ^  tbat  ye  nev^r  had  pleaisure  i'  stuani' 
gers ;  ye  aye  like  best  the  aold  faces  that 
je  hae  btoi^  lang*  used  to ;  but  men  maun 
bestNo^ers  tiU  eada  ither  before  tbey  cafi 

faecome  aegnaiptr 
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' "  •*  It  ig  very  true,''  imsTfr^r^  the  eaill, 
*^  and  I  dtoe  say  ihat  the  indalgme^  of 
certaiH  feelmgs»  whidt  I  find  it  imiKMisiUe 
to  re^ss^  rendersr  me<ft8tiäk>u6  in  thepre^ 
judiees  which  I  eoneeive  for  xay  Mlow- 

In  the  aft^tioon  of  the  same  ds^f  the 
earl  requestedi  for  the  firsit  tirae  sinee  tke 
d^ith  of  hiB.mother,  ta  see  Robknu  She 
possesBed  a  svv^et;  but'uneultivafeed'voiee, 
to  which  she  was  aecustoaied  to  aecompü- 
xyf  herseif  upon  the-  late,  and  her  sim^ 
straih$  had  repeatedly  cräsed  hka  Üie 
greatest  pleasure.  In  cofaplianoe  witb  hiß 
reqnesty  her  uncle  accoKrpaBied  her  to^  hiis 
apartment,  and  accondin^  to  the  instruo^ 
tionsof  Baklrommie,  she  bore  her*  lute.  in 
her  haxxd. 

Her  first'  Performance  was  seleeted  by 
the;earl  himsdf  It  was  a  Highland  bal* 
lad»  which  had  been  a  fax'ourite  of  his  mo^ 
ther^s,  and  appeared  vividly  to^  recail  her 
recoUection  to  his  memory.  Befbr&  the 
Gonchision  of  the  first  staittathe  tears  stolcf 

dowu 
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down  his  cheeks,  but  he  oompelled  himself 
to  hear  it  to  the  end ;  and  when  it  was 
concluded,  and  Robina  would  have  with- 
drawn,  he  solicited  her  to  resume  her  seat. 
— **  These  feelings,**  he  said,   "  must  be 
conqueried«  and  I  implore  you  to  indiilge 
me  by  proeeeding.*^  His  wish  was  obeyed. 
After  a  time,  the  music  appeared  to  calm 
and  even  to  delight  him ;  and  when  Ro 
bina  had  at  length  retired»  he  informed 
Baldrummie  that  his  feelings  had  been 
luUed  by  her  exertions  into  something 
like  oomposure,  wbich  he  had  not  ktely 
been  accustomed  to  feel.* 

On  this  evening  the  earl  omitted  his 
nsual  custom  of  reading»  and  detained  his 
Steward  with  him  in  conversation  tili  the 
arrival  of  his  usual  hour  of  prayer;  and 
after  he  had  been  attended  in  his  closet  by 
father  Celestine,  as  was  his  usual  custom 
before  retiring  to  fest,  he  proeeeded  to 
his  Chamber,  entered  his  bed,  and  dismiss- 
ed  his  attendänt. 

In  the  dead  <jf  the  night»  Aleck  Fergu- 

son^- 
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son,  of  whom  we  have  already  spoken  as 
the  earVs  oonfidential  servant,  and  who 
siept  in  an  apartment  adjoining  to  his,  was 
awakened  by  a  sunmions  to  bis  niaster*s 
ebamber.  He  immediately  qprang  from 
bis  bed^  burried  on  bis  clothes,  and  snatcb- 
ing  up  a  lamp  whicb  was  regufairly  burnt 
t^  night  in  tbe  cbimney  of  bis  apartment, 
he  liastened  to  tbe  earl.  He  found  bim 
sitting  up  in  bis  bed,and  perceived  an  un- 
usual  agitatimi  visible  on  bis  countenance. 
--^"  Aleck,"  Said  Glenalpine,  bis  voice 
rendered  scarcely  articulat^  by  tbe|MiIpita- 
tion,  as  it  appeared,  of  bis  beart,  '*  go  and 
call  vtp  Nicholas  Baldrummie,  and  teil  bim 
to  come  to  me  instantly ;  lose  not  a  mo» 
ment  in  executing  my  command.'*  Fer- 
guson ligbted  a  lamp  whicb  was  Standing 
on  a  table  in  the  earl's  apartment,  and  pro* 
ceeded  to  execute  bis  commisskm. 

Baldrummie  was  surprised  and  alärmed 
at  the  summons  he  bad  reoeived,  bat  used^ 
every  speed  in  obeying  it  He  found  the 
earl  atili  sitting  up  in  bis  bed,  with  one  of . 

bis 
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bis  liands  dasp^  to  bis  fovebiefkd.  /!Qfllr. 
draoamie  appcoadaing  hka^  unidously  in- 
quifed  wbeüier  sudfl^Q  lUness  w«s  tbe 
emae  af  tiie  unexpe^ed  niessii^  Jie  bad. 
3ent  to  :bwi?  and  the  earl»  haying  di* 
rectfid  Aledk  to  jretke  to  bis  owai  dismr 
ber»  spoike  tbus.-^^'  To  yrnh  BaldmoL«- 
xme/"  be  said,  ''  I  need  not  explaln  the 
weaknen  of  my  nenirjes;  to  you,  tbere- 
for^  I.do  not  biiisb  to  oon^i  that  it  isa 
dream^bicb  bas  disturbcfd  my  fediogs. 
It  was  kiot  Icolgsafter  I  had  last  night  en-^ 
tened  my  bed  (for  it  is  no w  moming-^^tfae- 
bellbas  just«ounded:the  second  hour),  tiiat 
I  &11  intoiü  .pr^found  sieep ;  bow  long  I  had 
slept  I  kacm  not,  wb^i  I  dr^amt  tfaat  I 
was  :wanderi]ig  amongst  tbe  rums  of  tibe 
monaabtty  of  St.  Cyrus,  ^and  suddeidy 
twtm^.i^:j^}ec^  an^e»  I  hdielda  m& 
fian»  of  a.iKMt^  temöc  and  aa^oge  appear«. 
ame»  ixlitiie  aet  of  ^^träsing  a  äaggßv.to&e 
heart  jof  yoüc  ^liece.  The  boiror  Avitb' 
whicb^i  was  iiafTeotod  at  the  isight  aw<dce 
me4.juftdtir  xQfioi^Ate  convipeed  üie  that 

my 
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my  4ilaim  had  been  «reated  hy  ti  dpesm,  ancl 
I  sboitly  omnposed  mysdf  again  to  $leepi 
Agam  I  foimd  inys^If  amidst  the  rains, 
^^  observed  Robiiia  pursued  by  the*same 
ruffiaiii  and  flying  töwards  me  witfa  ex* 
tended  arms,  as  if  to  suppltcate  my  bs« 
»ktanee.  I  endeavoured  to  approaoh  her» 
birt,  with  a  Sensation  wbich  I  haye  often 
firnnd  to  accompany  draamis,  I  &lt  my- 
self  unable  to  qiiit  the  ^pot  Herpursuer 
ovectook  ber»  and  seized  lier  in  bis  arms ; 
Robina  uttered  a  dismal  ähndk^and  at  tfae 
^U|^&s6d  stinek  I  agaln  awoke.  ^  ^tUl  conr 
vinasdthat  I  bad  been  dreaming,  I  .^idbea* 
voured  to  banish  .tiie  unpleesant  ^fmssa 
fimn  xny  äiougbts,  and  suoceededtn  lidl* 
mgmyeidf  a  tiiird  timeixi  d^ep.  Qhase 
BuiEe  I  .'dreaott.  I  mm  belle  ved  my  seif  fi(bu 
tioned  on  tiie  edge  of  the  ^laiek  Heigbt ; 
and  0n  ioöking  ;down»  amidst  tiie  nihis 
beneath,^!:  still  «w  JKablna  struggling  viMi 
ibe^TEXxBmi,  and  :bdbeved  rthat  her  eyes  wore^ 
raisedinsuppfioatkm'to^ne.  Atthe^^mie 
instant^tbe  locnoe  ö£an  iMimUfifqpeAker  ad- 
>  dressed 
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ftessed  me — ;'  Fly,  Gl^ialpine/  it  saM, 
'and  preserve  Robina !  it  is  you  alone  who 
can  save  her  life !'  and  again  I  awoke. 

^  Thtee  repeated  dreams  upon  the  same 
subject,**  oontinued  the  earl,  "  have  made 
so  strong  an  Impression  on  my  mind,  that 
I  cannötbe  satisfied  unless  persons  are  im* 
mediately  sent  out  to  search  the  ruins; 
as  the  mahner  in  ivhich  my  dreams  ^- 
fected  me,  appears  to  imply  that,  if  they 
have  any  referenee  at  all,  they  refer  to 
the  present  hour/* 

^  Yer  Orders,  ihy  lord,  shall  instantly 
be  obeyed/*  replied  Baldrummie ;  "  and  a 
tiiousand  times  do  I  thank  ye  for  the  inte- 
rest  which  ye  tak  i*  the  puir  lassie  wham 
I  sae  tenderly  k>ve :  but  I  trust  and  hope 
that  ye  will  find  that  a  fevered  imagiiia- 
tioh  has  alane  pn>duced  this  alarm/' 

"  I  believe  it  to  be  m«e,''  returned  the 
earl^  **  and  I  cannot  be  easy  unless  you 
and  Ferguson  immediatdy  arm  yöurselves,. 
and  proceed  towafds  the  spot** 

^  Biit  my  guid  lord  *  returned  Rii-' 
""**  drummiei 
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ikwmme»  '^  Wi^  it  nae  befttr,  UmsI:  ye; 
that  I  üboyUi  jti^t  gang  1q  the  /ohaadMr  V 
my  nitce^  .and  gin  I  &id  bcor  .ilMre  < wcel 
and  sleeping,  and  truly  I  dinna^pMt  ta 
find  bcr  dsewIieM  *t  iQm  hoor  ^  ihe 
momnig,  thene  wffl  be  nae  oeeaaiiiii  tortak 
the  «te{>  isliuih  }^  f|HBefQae.* 

Tbetjearl  aequicored  m  ihis  crpimoiif  /and . 
the  o)d  at^wrard  j»0oe»ded  to  hia  dßiaM'a 
imm  :««^he  knockcfd  at  1^  door ;  /d»  an» 
swer  ^s  jretnrMd  ^^be  repeMad  ^  w- 

y^äißä  "wltfoin  f be  apartofiit,:  be  mwaä^^ 
ingl^  «DtaDed»  aind  ito  bis  «tiipriBaand  Ittur« 
roi^  fonnd  iflbat  R^biim  iimi  not  ki  MUior 
did  A^  bed  afprar  ito  faave  boaa  ^ooapgA 
t|MM;!nJigb& 

Tl'embUng    with   af>p9d]Aii8ioi^  Bid-. 
dmmmb  buirried  ba^  to  tijfee  fibawfkwr  0f 
tbe-efodf  ^luid  aceepted  tbe  aflferüf  ^jiefik 
Kci^aon  mseampaay'mg  bhn  totfarjn^Bs 
oftheüDUonaateijfp    Aieek  wasaeoaidin^y . 
cfH^hkUfbh  loed'4  apaitnmit»  «ad^tbe 
bttrinesata  »git«tioii.hgyjiigi»4iJbi(f  üßmÜ» ; 
.IroL.  ZI.  B 
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been  explained  to  hiin,  they  eädi  araied 
tl^maelves  witfa  a  bnce  of  pistols ;  in  addi- 
tion  to  wfaicfa.  Aleck  girt  on  his  sword, 
and.  they  sei  out 

A  nanow  ddSle  at  the  foot  of  die.  rode 
fimned  a  nearer  waj  to  the  ruins  than  tiie 
path  which  led  adoss  the  Bladk  Height, 
and  this  they  resohred  to  pursue.  It  was 
ä  remarkably-bright  moonlight  mcrniing, 
the  planet  of  borrowed  iigbt  iduning  in 
metidian  aplendoür,  without  a  pas^g 
dond  to  fihade  its  brilliancy.  Prooeedhig 
(mwardfi,  ikey  anived  at  the  dilapidäted 
edifiee,  without  encounteiing  or^  denay* 
ing  a  ^gle  indi viduaL  Ascending  a  fiag« 
ment  of  t^e  stonework,  they  jgftzed  areündi 
no  sound  was  to  be  heard ;  no  form  4äet 
their  eye.  After  a  few  mi0|ites,  Afedc^ 
graspi^the  arm  of  his  coinpaiik>n  taUfi^ 
rest  fala  attention,  point^  with  a&igcrtif 
hiaothcrhandtowards  theshaft  ofateüken 
pilhu;  fipim«  Jtbove  which  appe$xeä  Aebbsl 
ofa  human  formi  whioh  aeömed  to  fae  iMi|M 

porting4t&  hnd  upon  ite  iMI^  am.  ^       • 
'W^l  •   In 
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In  whispel-s  they  immedlatdy  agreed 

to  steal.  towards  the  spot,  and  endeavour 

to  ascertain  who    the  person  was,  and 

what  the  motive  of  bis  häng  stationed 

where  they  beheld  him.    Moving  cauti- 

omiy  between  the  various  masses  of  stone 

which  lay  scattered  about,  in  order  to  pre« 

vent  their  approaeh    being  anfldpated^ 

they.  continued  fbr  some  minutea  to  ad« 

vance,  when  a  shriek,  at  no  contid^able 

cüstmee,  attracted  their  attentimi.    It  ap« 

p^ared  to  be  that  of  a  female,  and  was  im- 

mediately  fc^w^l  by  some  indistinct  ac^ 

Cents m  -the  rough  voice  of  a  man. 

Aleck  instantly  sprang  upon  a  diimp 
of  stone,  and  cast  bis  eyes  «round  in  search 
of  the  bemgs  wbom  he  faad  heard;  the 
tremUiiig  Baldrummie  instinctiyely  fol* 
lowed  bis  eäcample;  and  he  faad  no  sooner 
placed  himself  by  tlie  side  c^  his  opmpat* ' 
nion^  than  they  beheld  a  man,  who  was* 
forciUy  dragging  forward  a  struggiflig 
femate  by  the  arm. — ^^By  a^  the  holy 
saintSt**  exckdmed^  Baldrummie».  ^Ü  is 
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ny  tti^o^!  it  is  Bobiaa!  JjA  Um  flte, 
and  «v€i  hfr  frae  danger,  perhfipii  £»a 
de^thr 

Aleolc  in&UnÜy  fired  one  of  hU  pisto}« 
ip  the  air. 

'^  For  wby  hae  ye  done  tb«t?''  naked 
Btddrmnniie. 

.Äleck  rq>lied,  that  be  lud  dme  sq  in 
the  iiQpe  that  iünfi  Signal  it  nw^t  <!<Hfi vey  ti^ 
the  viUain  wbo  beld  BolHiia»  pf  ^  ap- 
pxogoh  of  Iwioan  boi^g^  Vilght  deiw  Maf» 
1x919  '«Äe^tWg  a»y  baß»  pi|rpo6<^  b^re 
tbey  oould  «?ach  the  »pat  ^^miati^^ 
applauded  bia  fiiKsigbt»  md  tbey  rw  ibft 
ward. 

As  tbqy  proc^edj  Aleck  «uddenlj 
perqelv^  «  mm  pfts^iiig  baa^y  «Ici^  a 
nflrf»w'p(^tb  at  tbe  «xtpeollty  of  tbe  twk\ 
ifv^mb  led  frm  tb^  fpot  ^  tiie  'Bbek 
B^yit  te  |h^  ^«aüiWM«  «C  «  dMp  &«<; 
eiütendlVig  f^  a  of«nsidf^«(bl^  dtetaMb  int» 
tbe  Jbeaxtv^^  tbe  (fou^tiy;  At  tia«  laot^ffifiRt 
AJl0<^  d9i!pn«d  bi*>,  tb.9%b«f0f  1^ 

f^  ff^vfi«!)  bM  fmm,  mühß^  b«)^ 

-  all 
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dl  dottbt,  reeognized  hitn  to  be  the  game- 
k«et)el*,  Kenneth  M'Koul.  Hastily  he 
commanioüted  bis  diseovay  to  his  conf- 

"'Call  it,"  exclaimed  Baldrummie,  ''be 
fae  trba^^bttt  it  maun ;  it  0anna  be  guid 
that  britigs  bim  here  at  this  hour  o'  the 
niommg^^-^fire  upon  bim,  Aleck,  fire  upon 
Km.?' 

Aleek  instantly  obeyed,  by  disöharging 

h}^  seoond  pistol,  altfaotigh  be  apprebended 

thal  Kenneth  wasr  at  too  great  a  diätance  tö^ 

be  anhoyed  by  his  fire;  and  when  the  smoke 

pmdueed  by^  the  eiCplosion  of  bis  piece  had 

died  away,  Kenneth  was  nowhere  to  be 

Seen.    Again  they  moved  on  towards  the 

^ot  where  they  had  befaeld  l^bina ;  in  ä 

Ifew  minuf  es  they  reached  it    Hie  Allst  öfc 

jeet  whicb  Struck  tbeir  sighC  Was  ä  d^^ 

grave,  newly  dug ;  in  the  eafth  by  !ts  sld^ 

stuck  »  spade,  and  near  tbid  lay  ä  gun, 

whicb  Aleek  taking  up»  and  examintng, 

without  hesitation  pronouftced  tö  be  the 

gamekeeper*s; 

ES  Whil3t 
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Whilst  occupied  in  contemplating  thcise 
objects»  a  faint  groan  sounded  on  their 
ears.  They  tumed  towards  the  spot  from 
whence  it  had  proceeded,  and  beneatb  a 
fragment  of  one  of  the  dilapidated  walls 
of  the  ruined  edifice,  by  the  shadow  of 
which  she  had  hitherto  been  concealed 
from  their  view,  they  discovered  Robina 
extended  on  the  earth. 

**  Oh,  my  Robina !  my  child !  my  Ro- 
bina r  exclaimed  the  old  Steward,  **  what 
brought  ye  here  at  this  hour? — ^Pray 
Heaven  I  be  not  come  too  late  to  save 
ye ! — Oh,  speak,  my  child,  and  ease  my 
heartr 

On  raisiog  her  from  the  ground,  they 
foünd  her  to  be  in  a  state  of  insensibility, 
and  perceived  that  her  arm  was  bleediiig 
ptofusely  from  a  wound  which  she  had  re- 
ceived  below  the  Shoulder.  Their  first 
care  was  to  endeavour  to  staunch  the 
blood,  which  they,  after  some  time,  con- 
trived  to  effect,  by  applying  to  it  such  ban- 
dages  as  they  could  rend  from  their  own 

apparel ; 
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apparel ;  and  having  done  this,  Aleck, 
giving  the  gamekeeper^s  gun,  and  the 
spade,  which  he  considered  it  necessary 
tbat  they  should  carefully  •  preserve,  as 
evidences  of  his  giiilt,  into  the  eharge  of 
Baldrummie,  he  placed  the  still-senseless 
fiobina  across  his  arms,  and  began  to  re^ 
ttaoe  his  way  to  the  Castle. 

They  had  scarcely  passed  the  Abbot's 
cliapel,  ere  they  were  met  by  several  do- 
mestics  of  the  casüe,  whom  the  earl,  appre» 
hensive  for  their  safety,  had  aroused  from 
theic  beds»  and  sent  in  quest  of  them ;  and 
Aleck  briefly  stating  to  them  the  extra* 
ordinary  circumstances  of  which  they  had 
been  witness,  and  explaining  the  road 
which  he  had  seen  the  gamekeeper  take, 
^urged  them  to  make  all  possible  haste  in 
pursuing  him. 
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SoBtKA  was  ednvej^ted  to  her  dmnheF,  aod 
her  aunt  and  the  females  of  the  C8$tfe 
sümmoned  tlo  attencf  her,  bf  whom  she 
was  immedtately  pkeed  in  het  bed;  iq,d 
every  meam  used  to  restsm«  her  ttxatimu^ 
tiön.  A  considerall^e  tiaae  dlaj^md  b^A^ 
the  (fesired  etid  eoa)d  *be  aoeömpUsh^di  and 
whm  she  ottee  möre  opened  her  i^e%  gaes» 
ing»  arrmnd  with  9  wSd  and  vac&nt  expies^ 
siön^  of  epuntenance;  she  biu^  into  ai  vio» 
\snt  fiood  of  tears»  as  if  to  bamdk  lue  s^ht 
<yf  objecto  l^ather  C^katin^  who»  ito  addi« 
tion  to  his  holy  function,  waaalso  ^lAe  {MCf 
tiser  of  medicjne  and  surgery  in  the  castlei 
now  approached  to  examine  her  arm.  The 
wound  was  found  to  be  deep  and  danger- 
ous ;  styptics  and  balsamics  were  applied 
to  it;  and  under  the  pain  which^as  oc- 

casioned 
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casioned  By  the  Operation,  Robina  again 
fdinted.  Sereral  hours  now  elapsed  before 
she  appeared  to  gain  the  slightest  degree 
öf  recc^ection,  or  to  be  sensible  whcre  she 
was.  The  questions  addressed  to  her  hy 
her  fKendsr  were  unfeplied  and  unattend- 
ed  to  by  her,  and  the  only  signs  of  her 
existence  were  the  faint  sighs  of  pain 
which  wöre  occask>nany  murmured  be- 
twöen  her  Ups. 

The  occürrence  of  the  morning  exciled' 
the  liveliest  astonishment  in  the  brea^  of 
aß  whö  were  äcquainted  with  the  transae- 
tfori.  Wfiat  motives  could  have  tempted 
K!enrtetft^  M*Itoul  to  medifcate  the  murder 
of  Hpbiha,  with  whom  he  had  only  been 
slightly  äcquainted  for  the  Space  of  a  few 
days?'  and  what  consideratioo  or  per- 
süasion  could  havfe  induced  a  young  wo- 
man,  oTlhe  exemplary  modesty  and  discre- 
tiön  of  Robina,  to  have  consented  to  meet 
a  stranger  upon  a  lonely  spot  at  so  extra-^ 
ordinary  an  hour  ?  It  was  a  my stery  past 
the  powers  of  human  Solution. 

Ei  The 
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The  agony  oocasioned  by  her  wound» 
added  to  the  mental  agitation  under  whicb 
üobina  was  suffering,  produced  a  violent 
fever  in  her  brain,  and  at  the  expiration 
of  twenty*four  hours»  her  senses  became 
wild  and  disordered.    Thus  she  oDntinued 
for  neaiiy  fifteen  days,  and  when  a  lucid 
interval  was  enjoyed  by  her»  she  still  ap- 
peared  insensible  to  any  questions.whicit 
were  advanced  to  her,  or  unwilling  tq^i:e- 
ply  to  them ;  for  unbroken  silence  sealed 
her  lips^exceptat  those  moments  when  her 
sufferings  caused  her  imaginatipn  to  wan* 
der,  and  her  expres^ions  were  then  top 
incoherent,  and  too  much  unoonnected,  for 
any  Information  to  be  drawn  from  them. 

Unabated  inquiries  had  meanwhiie  been 
making  through  the  country  for  Kennetb, 
and  large .  rewards  o£Eered  fbr  bis  offte- 
hension ;  but  every  measure  pucsiied  for 
liis  discovery  proved  fruitless,  no  person 
a^lfering  bis  description  having  been 
ei^r  Seen  or  heard  of.  The  ead  himsdf 
was  not  less  afiected  with  wonder  at  the 

inexplicable 
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inexplicable  transactioh,  than  wich  mutual 

satisfacAian  and  delight  at  having  been  the 

means  of  preserving  Robina's  life — "It  was 

the  tig&kty  of  Heaven,"  he  said,  "  which 

in^tructed  me  to  werk  her  salvation,  and 

I  canhot  express  myself  sufficiently  grate- 

fül  to   Oinnipotenoe,    for    having    been 

thought  worthy  of  being  made  the  iristni* 

ment  of  its  benignity.*?    And  when  con- 

versing  with  Baldrttmmie,  ^  he  would  fre- 

quently  Äcur  to  the  pr^judice  which  he 

had  at  ürst  sigbt  taken  against  the  game-- 

k^eper's-  countenan^,  and  smiling,   ask 

the  old^man,  **  if  he  diä  not  almost  begin^ 

to  think  him  a  prophet  ?** 

Od  the  seventeenth  day  after  the'  me- 
molr&ble  monring  on  which  Eobina  ^ad 
reoeived  her  wöund,  the  earl  was,  at  the 
desire  of  her  a^mt,  admitted  to-see  her. 
Befbre  hi$  entranee  into  her  Chamber,  she* 
had  maaifested  a  ^^eata^  degree  of  <x)mpo-- 
sure  than  she  had  yet  done;  but  upon  be> 
holdng  him»  a  violent  tremblingseized. 
her  frame.  her  oountenanoe  became  alarm«- 

E^6  ißgJy 


u 

pmaA  lipon  the  ooucb  iip^n  whidt  abe  mu 
MtencTed,  as  if  to  Mdd  faekoidmg  faira» 
He  accordbglf  retked  fron  1^  aptft« 
nent^  imd  when  be  wa»  gfoBe^  Bofana 
borst  into  a  &^  of  tcan^  in  wbidi  i^ 
fer  a  eomtderable  time  hidalgedv  and 
wbkh  weve  succeeded  B3&  an^  tittar  exfaaos^ 
tion*  of  9tpe]igth>  in  wbich«  abe  again  w^ 
peareii  te  lose  aU  sciiM-  of  iccoIketiDi]. 

Oh  quitting  the  diamber  of  Sobini^' 
tbe  ear}»  aeeotnyankd  by  BaldruäiDiie, 
proceeded  ta  fbe  gantens  of  the  casti^ 
where  he  had  wandiered  only  a  «Aiart  time, 
when  he  heard  a  sbnQ  bbst  bt^iwiti  ftom 
the  hörn  at  tllte  castie^te/  and  m  tiie 
eotirse  of  a  few^  minutes  Akicand»  Fer^ 
gmjQn*  aprpearing,  bi^ought  bim  inCeU^raee 
tha:t  tJlere  was-  a^  taeoop  of  bw^enaetiy  aMoed 
with  Stares,  to  the  nrnnb^F  of  abevt  ten# 
at  ibe  eastre^gate,  headed  hf  a  man-  et  wb^ 
peetable  appearanee  who  aAnouneed  biM>^ 
9^  as  ca^tain  GordbnF,  and  i^uested  an 
aucSence  et  tbe  eiupt    Th^  ilame  wai^  m» 

'    -  witii 
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wSth  whidi^Glsnfll]^ne  was  not  acqtfimtfd^ 
md  at  a  loss  to  divim  tfie  meaning  of  so 
fxtvaoräkiaiy  a  circumstanoe,  he  ffent 
Boldroinniie  to  repTy-^^  tfaat  he  was  in  w 
State  of  iH-health  wbich  rendered  it  inoon*^ 
▼e&ient  fear  him  to  receive  the  vmts  cfi 
strangisvs^  and  to  reqaest  that  he  would^ 
oomraunieate  bis  bashiess  to-  the  bearer  of 
the  mesaage."^ 

Baldfeummie  obeyedr  and  on  advancmg^ 
towiffids^  the  strangers,  he  perceived  thaC 
they  wete  aH  weU  mounted^espeeiBHj  the 
ene  who  denominated  himself  captain^ 
Gordon ;  he  was  also  bandsomely  habited^ 
and'  bis  countenance  was  prepössessing. 
TbJe  stavesmeiiy  who  were  evidently  his» 
yervantSy.  äSt  appeared  lü  a  simikr  dresi^ 
which  bore  a  resemblance  to  that  wom  by 
the  captam,  but  of  an>  evidently  inferior 
quality  and  fse^on.  ' 

After  baving  listened'  attentivefy  to 
]^ildriimiÄie*s  message,  captaiti  '€k»rd<m 
i!eplied — "*  that  he  had  the  hofimn?  ta  Ml 
Hie  statiloß'of  prineifal  offUser  of  jusitde  im- 
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Bdinburgfa»  and  tkat  he  wts  eotemissicli^ 
ed»  togeUier  with  his  men,  hy  Üie  lörd 
provost  of  that  dty,  to  search  Balquitth^* 
Gastle,  ibr  the  person  of  a  daring  and  no^ 
t<»iou8  offender,^  who,  inteUigeiiM  bed 
been  oonveyed  tö  them,  was  living'hi  dis«* 
guise  withinits  walls  :**  soid  he  CQnekided 
with  saying,  "that  by  vh*tue  of  hia  authcv 
rity  he  rnust  command  the  gates  ofthe 
Castle  to  be  kept  dosed  imtil  their  aearch  had 
taken  place,  in  order  to  prevent  the  escape 
of  the  criminaL"*  And  having  thus  ad-^ 
dressed  Baldrummie,  he  tumed  to  bis* 
men,  and  ^recting  them  to  takcf  diargeof 
the  gate  in  the  king's  name»  four  of  them 
dismotinted;  and  do»ing  and  bolttng  the 
portal,  placed  themselyes  sentry  over  tbe 
entrance  to  the  courtyard« 

Baldrummie  hastened  b^k  to  the  eorl 
with  intelligenc6  of  what  was  passing;  and, 
Qlenalpitie^  not  ä  little  astonished  at  what 
bebeard,  rtepaired  to  an  apartmeot,  and^ 
direc^edciqptain^^Tdon  to  be  etmdaeted^ 
to  hioi. .  Qn  tbe  entrance  of  the.  captainf^ 
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the  earl  instantly  perceived  hitn  to  be  a^^ 

ßianof  ooiirteous  andgentlemanly  mannersr 
and  the  captain  itnmediately  repeaited  the 

cause  of  bis  arrival  at  the  Castle. 

The  earl  veplied — *♦  that  he  was  utterly 
at  a  loss  to  guess  to  what  individual  of  his^ 
housdbold  it  oould  be  that  he  alluded." 

"  The  pa»i  to  whom  I  refer,"  said  cap- 
tain Gordon^  ^*  has  probably  so  far  insmu- ' 
ated  himself  into  your  favour,  by  the  as» 
sumption  öf  a.  conduct  foreign  to  bis  na- ' 
teure,  for  he  is  well  skiÜed  in  the  arts  of ' 
imposition,  that  you  have  tiot  suspected< 
him  to  be  the  character  he  really  is;** 

Tlit^arl  begged  him  to  be  e}&piicit,4ind 
captain  Grwdon  answered — **  The  personj>- 
n^  lord;  whom  we  seek,  is  the  gamekeep- 
er  who  lately  enteied  into  your  service,  ; 
and  you  may-  be  truly.  thankful  that  he  > 
has  been  diseovered  in  bis  iniquity,  as  he 
must  have  had  some  design  of  an  infamous 
nature    to   answer<  in  having  done   so. 
The  man,  mj  lord,  whom  you  consider  to 
be  no  morerthan  KenDeth.M*Kx>ul,  your 

gamekeeper. 
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^Bme&edpcr,  2s  no  otber  tliati  taeffar-itoildE 
and  notoriom  Vergas  Danbeith,  A« 
Polhshire  ontlow  and  tohbetJ^ 

The  earl  sunk  upon  a  cbaiir»  and  reqitest- 
ed  captaüi  Gordon  tö  tstke  a  seat  by  Ms 
side  tili  he  eould  tofflcienäy  eempode  Ms 
mind  fi)ritsoDunting  to  him  tfie  extraoidh 
nary  circumstance»  whieli  had  ta^en  place 
in  live  Castle  since  the  period  of  tfie  pre- 
tended  Kenneth*»  first  beeoining  a  meni' 
bef  bf  hi's  houaehold ;  only  premisibg,  tfrat 
m  conseqtience  of  a  crime  which  he  UacP 
comtnilted»  and  which  he  woiild  shortly 
detail  to  him,  he  had  long  since  fied  *  Hie 
dsäe^  and  no  traces  of  his  course  had  yet 
bieen  discovered. 

Captain  G<»dbn  expressed'  the  liveliest 
regnet  at  tiie  disappointment  of  his  hopes, 
on  Unding  that  the  object  of  Ms  search 
was  fiedi  and  sent  an  order  to  hiis^  men  to- 
undraw  the  bolts  of  tlie  casfle-gates. 

When  the  earl  had  recounfed  the  dr- 
cuttistance  whitfb  had  eacised  IJhe  disap- 
of  Kennetb  fit>m.  i^Iquitther 
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CaMfe^  €iptaiti  6ordon  expnefls^  eqiml 

astxmlBfaiiieiit  at  tbe  mysterknm  dlNsunl- 

stttice»  lAsev^one  to  whom  it  was  known 

had  alivady  dene.— ^^file  sbould  bare  m]^ 

posed^"  he  said,  '*  tha6  Ms  moclTe  iar  in* 

trodtedng  bimself  into  Are  casäe,  miKt 

\awe  htm  eitbar  that  ef  j^ivate  plutidar, 

ar  of  ttdmittingr  h»  g^ng,  ai  same  apt  qp- 

porfitttiity,  within  the  edifiee,  to  despoU  k 

öf  suah  vduaMiM  as*  tfaejr  aoiüd  anestüito 

tiiair  poiaftsskm«    WhaC  beneflt  oovld  hie 

haireckfitad  fimm  1^  nuirdav  of  ait  iniM- 

tent  B»&  utio^ndkig  üMiala?  JEito  crm- 

duct  appewed  ratiier  as  m  acf  <)f  iHsamty 

thaß'ofviKäfiy." 

As  tliej  con^hraed  %o  oonveiM,  eaptmi 
Gordon  kifimned  Che.  earl,  wbo  was  bat 
sKglitfy  acqttaSnted  wkh  the  existenoe  of 
such  a  ^baraeter  as  Fergiis  Dutibeith,  tKat 
tbe  robbep  who  bore  tbafr  name  bad  been 
a  genäetnan  of  a  d&ssolute  and  rapaeious 
mind,  wbo  baving  expended  a  rieh  \vh 
eomein  extravagant  pleasures,  hadapj^ed» 
thfough  tbe  means  of  fiiendi,  to  fl^e  late 

king. 
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^kiog,  fiur  a  situnticm  under  tgoTemmeb^  to 
reptttf  hift  faroken  foitunes;  whk&the  me- 
narchy  €ti  leamingthe  cau9e:Of  his  neoes»- 
üe^  stenily  reftised  togranthim,  allerg, 
**  tbak  a  man  who  oouU  not  take  care  of 
what  yf^  his  own,  was  not  fit  to  be  en- 
tniated  with  atay  ebaig^  of  a  public  ntKture.** 
At  this  reply  Fargus  had  been  so  ipeen* 
aed»  that  he  had  immediately  fprmed  the 
deapoBte  resolution  of  biecoming  a  free- 
ixxitar,  and  obtaimng  by  foroe  and  extor- 
tion  the  means  crf*  eidstenee,  for  whiidrhe 
was  too  proud  and  teo  idle  to  laboitr.~ 
«<  Whetherupon  this  determination  hehim«» 
adf  became  the  fonner  of  a  lawless  .bfin4 
or  whether  he  connected  himself,  and  such 
of  his  assodates  as  he  had  sedooed;  to  join 
ip  his  cause^  with  any  other  charactos  of 
a  simibr  nature»  has  neyer  been  accurately 
ascertained,**  continued  captain  Gordon; 
^  but  Dunbeith  and  his  iniqüitous  com* 
rades  have,  for  some  years  past,  been  the 
t^TTor  of  tnany  counties»  in.  particular 
tbose  of  Kincardine  and  Peith^.  and  their 

hauQt 


bmnt  has  in  vain  been  endeavouied^ta  be 

disoovered.    It  has,  acoording  to  report» 

freqoently  been  ehanged;  aometimes  it  wa$ 

supposed  to  be  held  in  the  craigs  of  Kin- 

noul,  in  an  excavation  of  the  earth,  famous 

for  having  oancealed  the  valiant  Wallace; 

at  others»  in  the  cave  of  Den  Fennel  in 

Kincardineshure ;  and  they  have  also  been 

Said  to  inhabit  a  spot  called  the  'Devil'8 

Cave,  upon  the  ooast  of  this  county  of 

Fife.    In  their  own  faol4iB9  it  is  almostinir 

possible  for  any  force  to  attack  them  with 

a  proqpect  of  suecess,  as  they  never  fix 

themselves  in  any  place,  where  they  have 

not  been  able  to  oontrive  concealed  outlets, 

by  which  they  may  preserve  themselves 

in  the  hour  of  danger.    Had  we  met  with 

Fergus  here  in  bis  fictitious  character,  it 

had  been  a  lucky  chance  for  Sootland,  which 

may  never  pccur  again.^'  Captain  Gordon 

then  inquired  of  the  earl,  ^*  wbether  during 

Dunbeith^s  residence  in  bis  family,  he  ha4 

ever  peroeived  in  him  any  disposition  to 

plunderj^  or  an  attempt  to  introduce  any  of 

hi& 


hiff  cömpetiions  ihto  the  castiie?*'  to  wMe^ 
inquiriesthe  earl  replied-^^that  hebeÜered 
he  tnig^ t  deddedl  j  answer  in  the  negative." 
^  ^  It  appears  eqtially  e^ttfaordinary  to 
ttie  •  observ^  captahi  Goitton,  ^  Mrhat 
eottld  haine  been  Im  puTpo^  fdr  inttt)^- 
cing  hkBsdf  at  aH  withfn  theeie  traÜs, 
tit9  why  hehad  meditated  the  ünprorvöked 
nurder  whieh  drove  htm  from  them,** 

The  earl  said — '*  that  the  sul^eo^  had 
occupied  bis  thdughts  by  day  stttä  night, 
and  that  t^e  more  he  refieeted  an  the  un^ 
parelleled  occnrrence,  the  more  he  was 
perplexed  to  find  a  cautö  fot  its  hating 
existed.** 

The  earl  fbund  in  eaptain  Gortfon  a 
j^Ieasmg  and  well-informed  doi^nrpatticttr, 
and  the  hoar  at  which  the  midday  tepast 
was  sen^ed  approaching,  requested  that  he 
wöuld  not,}eave  his  caslie  unrefreshed;  an 
invitation  which  Gordon  accepted^andthe 
earl  gave  Orders  for  hxs  men  to  be  regaled 
in  the  halt  of  the  eastJe. 

Wh^  their  meal  was  conchided,  «nd 

the 
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thk  tenmU  hßd  retir^  fimn  th$  e^past^ 
/Tient,  the  earl,  addresfing  t^iptauü  Gw« 
don,  said-^"  I  am  very  iMippy  in  th«  op- 
portumity  of  becoming.  ihm  .pemnaUy  t«>* 
quainted  with  you»  as  from  tl»e  mtmüm 
which  you  have  informed  me  3rou  hold^ 
ybu  may  pwbafaly  be  more  able  ^lan  any 
penson  with  wbom  I  have  yet  oonveca^ 
to.glve  nie  advioe  upon  a  subject  in  wUcb 
my  heart  is  deeply  interested." 

Qqptairi  Gordon  sfaid — ^*  that  Mb  aerf  ioes 
w^re  obedienüy  st  bia  oommatid,  and  b^ 
ged  likn  to  $p^k  fredy  " 

^  You  are,  doubtless,  acq^ifunted/  f^ 
JQined  the  earl,  *'  with  the  ^Ktiraordieary 
drcumat«ft)ee  4^  my  Irotber  Robort*«  dW^' 
a{^itfaAce»  which  baa  now  for .  tweotj 
i^Qiitba  ip9at  reoeived  no  ehieidatioii  ?** . 
Oiptaifi  GordoQ  repUed  in  tbe  affiroMtive, 
and  Glewalpine  proceeded  4^|isp_<<  I  m^^ 
neatly  wish  your  opinion  whetbw  yim,' 
otoi^der  that  any  meaas  eo/uld  be  eo^loy? ; 
ed  ^  the  diMov^iy  of  bia  fttcw  with. 

greater 
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greater  hope  of  succet»  than^  those  whidi 
have  akeady  been  resorted  te?^ 

*^  I  think,**  answered  captain  Gordon, 
•'  that  you  have  already  offered  five  thou- 
sand  pounds  for  any  inibnnation  respect« 
ing  him  ?** 

^  ^  I  have^"  replied  Glenalpine;  "^  but 
twice,  thrice,  nay  ten  times  that  sum 
should  not  be  valued  if  it  oouM  restoie 
him  to  my  sighf 

*^  I  wish  sincerely,"  retumed  captain 
Gprdon,  '^  that  the  affair  bad  originaUy 
been  committed  to  my  guidance,  and  the 
promised  reward  vested  in  my  hands.^  ' 
Have  you  then,**  ejaeukited  the  earl, 

a  suspidon  of  any  individual  who  ■" 
No,  no,  my  lord,Tione,"'Gordoii  intcr- 
rupted  him  by  saying ;  ^  but  men  in  my 
capadty»  who  are  oUiged  tohold  conv€ise 
with  bdngs  from  every  rank  of  life,  und 
who.havfe  an  oppmtunity  of  seijsing  upoti 
occasions  which  are  not  presented  to  the 
observadon  of  eharactersr  abstracted  fiom 

the 
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the  basy  World,  like  yourself,  are  the 
only  persons  who  are  capable  of  conduct- 
ing  mätters  of  this  nature.**  ' 

The  earl  became  buried  in  reflectiotit 

and  a  «hört  jimuse  'etisued,  which  Gordon 

hrake  by  saying — '^  One  material  pomt 

in  a  case  of  this  nature  is,  that  the  infonh- 

er  be  made  to  feel  secure  that  he  sball  not 

he  himself  inveigled  into  punishment; 

-  and  to  thfei  encl  it  is  necessary  that  the  re- 

ward  sfaould  be  ready  to  place  in  bis  band 

the  moment  be  makes  the  disAefosure.** 

••*If,-'retümed  the  eari,  "  bat  the  sha- 
dow  of  a  dmnce  would  be  supposed  to 
hang  upon:  äriy  exertion  whieh  yoa  might 
be  indticed  to  make  in  this  buaiiiess;  so 
neaiiy^oofinected  with  my  happiness  and 
pebee  -of  mind,  I  should  be  more  than 
wüttn^  to  reward  you  in  the  moat  liberal 
mamier  fer  your  Services  to  that  eflfect^ 
^  It'  is  not  less  my  duty  than  my  indü- 

•  r         4 

nation  tb  use  every  endeavour  wHhin  the 
limits^  my  abililrf  td  serve  you,  my  lard," 
replied  captain  Gordon ;  ^^  I  am  the  serrant 


9ß^ 

of  4)ie  public,  and  fed  a  satisfiu^oo  ini^^ 
dejEUig xayaelf  weful  ininy  Station»*' 

Much  more  oenversation  otn  tbe  subject 
enwifd  lietween  tbem ;  and  it  wa&  oUi« 
ntßlbdy  deliennaned  that  GordoütshouUbe 
provided'^y  ttie  eaA  with  money  fiir  a  «e- 
cood  tbne  Publishing  thiough  Sootlptid, 
the  rpward  'whkAi  he  olfered  finr  intdli- 
l^oe  of  bis  brotbcr ;  and  an  vmatgaomA 
totbat^^Ceot  beingmade  bfBtMToen  thein» 
the  earl  {ixrnished  him  ^ith  a  diaft.  on  bis 
banker.in  Edinbutgh  ^  fire  tboiuasd 
poundsy  «and  a^  seeond.  ^r  on^  tboasfuidi 
wbichbedmred'biin  taapfdy  ia  ivfaate^^ 
raanaw  hepvmdßreä,  it  best  to  puffsoe^ 
tb»  apiwobefisiWi  of  Danb^lh;  and  for 
Vihk^  two  auims^  the  oaptain  gave  bim  bs 
rao99t«  by  tbt  aain«  of  Jobn  lÜ^Keittae 
Oevdcai,  ^dwf  oflica-  <^  jitstioe,  at  tbe  teU 
bool^  ia^E^bwgh ;  andlt  waaa|w  apwd 
tbat  4he  «aptän  /sbould  send  ft  «aesMigef 
w«?kV  ^  J^^q^^ther  Cßs^  wlatbintdU« 
geaw,  wbether  ai^  |irqspeel  naf  WMM». 
baamiAd  .OH  bis  e|:«rtionai  . . ;. ) 
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Glenripme  pressed  Gordon  to  reiiMm 
9t  bis  eastle  that  «ight^  but  he  deeltned 
tbe  invhatioii»  €wiy jng-~*'  tbat  tbe  duty  of 
hk  offiee  required  bis  vetum  bsqüiMy  as 
pqpsibte  te  the  ^y ;"  and  At  bis  depMtiire, 
tbe  earl  himself  condtieted  him  to  Ifae  oas- 
tle^giftte^  ftiid  prefiiie»led  bim  ^ith  «  »irord 
of  tiie  riebest  workmandiip,  itrlu^  be  i^- 
quested  hkn  to  wetr  fot  bis  sak^. 

Tbe  di^«  now  mUed  cm  tHnaartod  by 
evmts,  ^iccept  l^at  Robina  had  r^pted 
into  «  etöond  lÜness,  as  akrHiing  Ib  its 
syn^^Mna  as  th^  from  witrcb  ahe  had 
paftiaMjfr  ^recsöveued ;  and  her  friendt  dbser- 
v6d  wkh  afflkted  heattis  tiiat  a  mdldichdy 
madiieas  neetoßd  to  perrade  her  aenaea. 

With  mmgled  hope  and  aftxie^^  «tbe 
6Mrl  leeki^  fyr^dtd  to  i^e  period^at  wfaieh 
bee!sqp6d(ed  to  xeceive  Üie  prasnised  Üi* 
t^igetice  fronä  capta4<i  Gordon^  imt  a 
fofMI^  eliqpiled  1v1tfa0»t  tbe  amurid  ^ 
any  messaiger;  and  as  tbe  tiiird  week 
dfew  td^bnlä  a  cjose,  and  »o.  nferaiitien 
was  received,  bis  impatienee  became  so 
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great,  tbat  he  resolved  to  send  Nicholas 
Baidtummie  to  Edinburgh,  with  an  espe- 
cial  Order  in  writing  to  captain  Gordon, 
authorising  him  to  commune  \vith  bis 
Steward  with  the  same  fteedom  that  he 
would  do  with  himdelf. 

Consequently»  on  the  day  appdnted  for 
bis  joümey,  Baldrummie  set  out  on  horse- 
back  fbr  the  capital,  attended  by  one  *of 
the  earl's  grooms ;  and  on  arriving  at  the 
spot  of  his  destination,  he  scarcely  gave 
himself  time  to  refresh  ere^  he  proeeeded 
to  seek  out  captain  Gord<»i»  according  to 
the  address  which  he  had  1^  witfa:  the 
earl.  On  arriving  at  the  house  ^lecified^ 
he  was  received  by  a  servant»  to  whonii 
after  he  had  mentioned  that  he  had  büsi* 
ness  of  a  partieular  and  private  natuie 
with  bis  master,  he  was  conduoted  into-an 
apartment,  where  he  found  a  gentleman 
seated  at  a  writing-table,  who  immediate- 
ly  rose  upon  bis  entrance. 

^^  I  heg  yer  pardon,  sir,**  said  ^drum- 

•  mie, 
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mie,  on  perceiving  the  countenraee  of  a. 
stcanger^'  Pm  surely  mista'en.'* 

**  Who  is  it  that  you  wish  to  see?^  iiV 
quired  the  gentlemant 

"  Captain  John  McKenzie  Gordon,  sir, 
ane  o'  the  chief  officers  o'  justice  i'  this 
town,**  wa»  Baldrummie's  reply. 

**  I  am  that  person— I  am  John  McKen- 
zie .(^Fordon,"  was  the  ri^oinder  on  thc^. 
part  of  the  stranger. 

cc  But  there-'U  likely  he  anither  o'  tlie 
sa^iViß  fxame,  $ir,"  retam^  Baldrummie. 

".  Tl^re  is  no  one  either  of  that  name  or 
in  thi^t;^.)c;ap9city  in  thi3  dty  hesideis  my- 
self,**.^  lf^s  ,t^€f  subsequent .  answer.  > 

.  .Th^  aurprise  and  dilemma  inta  which 
Bal^rwan^e  was  thrown  by  this  unex« 
pQC^k^  voeoOTsence,  for  a  ivh^le  tied  his 
tßfßgae.  l^h^n^  the  power  of  iitteranäe 
wü^s^rej^ined  by  him«  he  briefly  related 
iim  cireamstances  which  had  occa»Qned 
his  y^ütjto  Sdin^buigh. 

i^pl^GordpUi  ihr  ^uch  w^  the  per- 
son  whom  Baldrummie  had  been  address- 

F  2  *       ing. 


itt^,  iHRiAttM.  min,  ^t&ftt  i^ö^vcif  faäd 
irisited  l^iAqdittbör  OttUfe  in  fAk  tiätn^ 
timst  liitfe  heetx  ttn  impMtör,  axid  f^e  pre- 
tended  cause  of  hi$*  dlis^ioA  a  fabrication, 

by  the  «ffficen  of  justiöe  ih  £<!linbüigh 
of  Dunbol^  h&iring  ettteued  in  diaglti« 
ihtö  thö  $ervic6  «f  Ite  eail  of  <3)6nal|>u)e, 
and  dötaseqnenll;^  oo  tafessengen  sMt  iti 
pursuit  of  him." 

miä  ^CträS  aS^dM  by  tiite  aeoouht,  tdmost 
dä^rived  bim  öf  tfae  powdr^  (xf  adiön  <x 
re^äcticAi.  H«  ^ims  ttrddisöd  ftoth  bh 
letfaaigy.of  tfatmght  ly  <»t>ttü<i  i3tordoft 
i^dtfmtaoKtidirtg  to  hhn  tö  ]^h)6&M  to  the 
eatfit  l>anker,  atid  ihquäie  i^lMUwet  llie 
diralPts,  wH^  WMch  tlte  «fte  "cAj^ 
IM  bieeh  f^thiSih^  hf  lä$  mkstet,  Md 
bi^n  pres&nted  fot  cash;  md  if<th«y  Kid 
not,  tD  giv6  ^titiöctionk  fot  th«ir  litiittf  Ks 
fused  payment,  and*«^  p^mott  ti^' ^«Kött 
thby  oilght  t>e  t^cfered»  tielMikiea  Itetifs- 
t%. 

Baldrummfe 
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Baldrumäfiie  follöwed  his  instnictions 
without  delay,  but  his  caution  came  too 
late;  the  money  for  bath  the  drafts  had 
I^cm  drawn  qq  th^  day  ^ubsequent  to  that 
^  which  tbe  ftlse  captain  Gordon  had  vi- 
«itted  Baiquitther  Castle. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


On  the  return  of  Baldrummie  int»  Fife- 

shire»  the  intelligeDce  which  he  brought 

with  him  proved  a  severe  mortifieation  to 

the  earl;  he  heeded   not  the  pecuniary 

loss  which  he  had  sustained ;  all  that  he 

regretted  was,  the  utter  failure  of  bis 

highly-raised  expectation  of  gaining  some 

infbrmation  of  his  brothar's  fate,  from  the  | 

Channel  to  which  he  had  entnisted  the  at- 1 

j 

tempt  o[  unveiling  the  mystery.  His 
spirits  8unk  ander  the  disappointment, 
and  a  settled  melancholy  again  became  tlie 
charaeteristic  of  his  words  and  actions. 
By  Baldrummie,  no  doubt  was  entertaiii' 
ed  that  the  &Ise  captain  Gordon  and  hi< 
retinue  had  been  confederates  of  Kenneth 
M'Koul;    whether  either  of  them  had 
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been  the  noted  Dunbdtfa  himself»  it  was 
impossible  for  him  to  dedde. 

Another  month  had  passed  away»  du* 
ring  which  the  unfaappy  Robiim  had  made 
no  prbgress  towards  convalesoence,  either 
in  health  or  mind,  when  Nicholas  BaU 
drummie  received  a  visit  fix>m  an  old 
friend,  who  was  a  dktant  relation  of  Rcv 
bina's  late  mother»  named  Simon  Camp- 
bell The  old  man  had  once  been  a 
small  farmer,  but  ünce  the  deatb  of  his 
wife,  and  the  placing  out  of  his  children 
in  the  world,  he  had  retired  firom  toil ;  arid 
subsisting  on  a  small  independenoe  which 
his  industry  had  acquired  him,  passed  his 
time  in  visits  to  his  friends  and  i^elativecu 

Campbell  expressed  the  deepest  regret 
at  the  melancholy  State  of  Robina,  whom 
he  loved  like  one  of  his  own  children,  and 
whom,  in  the  days  of  her  childhood,  when 
he  had  been  a.neighbour  of  her  decea$e<f 
parents,  it  had  been  one  of  his  greatest 
pleasures  to  nurse  and  to  amuse.^  Hesaid» 
"  that  it  was  not  by  any  meanä  a  matter 

f4  of 


ef  surpdse  to  Kim,  tbat  RoUna's  present 
sufferings»  added  to  Ite  shbob  whidi  ihe 
had  ia  eoriy  life  fecnred  ftom  tbe  mutder 
ef  har  porents,  htd  mpde  an  Impression  od 
kat  nind  wbieh  faad  disordered  her  setises; 
ha  waR^  on  tke  tontraiy»  altnost  sarpiised 
that  har  cotklenee  had  not  mnk  imdeF  a 
npetikioD  cf  the  Iumkkws  to  whioh  sba  had 
Jb^en  a^yascd»  at  the  kmetitalde  hour 
vhich  had  been  tnarked  bjr  the  deatk  of 
her  fiithar  and  mothar.** 

Hii  observaliona  crMte4  a  eenaideiabk 
dagr^e  af  ouriosity  in  tbe  broasta  of  sime 
<^  tbe  sapeiior  domestiea  of  the  caaüa^  who 

haviotg  airf;^cfd  the  aarvice  of  tiie  eari  suV 
seqoantly  to  the  period  of  Robina  baocHn- 
itig  a  member  of  bia  hspSly,  bad  only 
heaid  tba  former.eveota  of  her  Ufa  slightly 
touehad  upon ;  and»  tot  their  gratificatiaa, 
Gamphdl  related  the  sorrowful  cireuin* 
ataiim  wliieh  had  niade  Hobina  aa  oipl^n, 
to  the  fellowing  eSket  :<*t 

He  aaid,  a$  we  have  already  heavd  fiom 
tihft  ^»>iint  (tf  tb*  transaction  eommencfd 

by 


by  Chiujie  M'Cyae  ß>r  the  lufomatkm  of 
Kennetb  M'KouL  nimt  Hugb  Stewart  and 
hii  wlff •  the  deoeafied  pBrento  of  Robiii% 
Iub}  leslded  on  a  small  Mtate  of  their  own 
iiear  Üie  Linii  of  Maekarsey,  in  tbe  oouQty 
of  Purth.;  to  wbicb  he  added»  that  be  had^ 
for  iQany  years  previou»  to  the  dreadfiil 
cataatM^^  oi  wbicb  he  waa  about  to 
speak,  beeil  tbeir  aear  nri^^bour  and 
coMfaiit  vititw :  that  havuig  been  icou«^ 
tomed  to  a  life  of  agricultur^  it  had  beeA 
hk  sdmost-invariable  castom  to  liae  with 
ikß  dawn  of  day,  aad  that  he  had  not  re- 
Hnqinshed  Üie  habit  after  he  had  ceased 
ftom  tite  lafaours  of  the  fidfcd :  that  one 
moming  in  the  early  spring»  having  rken 
at  his  aceiistoräaty  hour»  he  wa»  strolHi^ 
for  the  benefit  of  air  and  exerei^e,  in  the 
directibn  of  Stewirt's  dwelhn^  wb^  tor 
hi$  suiffxriae,  he  perceived  Robom» ,  tben 
^^p(|t  Iwd^e  y eaps  of  ag^  nrnning  luistily 
lowaodft  hhn»  and  ttsat  bis .  astonishment^ 
ha4  l?0en  ineieased,  when^»  (m  he?  fmtet^ 
^SlHEOaebr.  he  observed  the  hcHrrw  wfaieh> 
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xnarked  her  oountenance,  and  bursting  m- 
totears,  heard  her  frantically  exclaim — 
*  tbat  her  parents  had  been  tnutdered/ 
He  acoompanied  her  with  all  speed  to  the 
house,  and  to  his  grief  and  agony;  ibwA 
her  words  venfied  by  beholdsng  h^&ther 
and  mother  weitering  lifeless  in  their  bloöd 
upon  the  floor  of  the  Chamber  where  they 
slept,  and  where  there  was  evidence  of 
tlfeir  havingbeen  dragged  from  thdrbeil», 
for  the  horrid  pnrpose  of  depriv^ifig  diem 
of  their  existenoe. 

^  '*  The  only  aecount  whidi  thelialßdis- 
tracted  Bobina  was  able  to  giire  of  the 
transaction  was,  that  on  the  preceding 
evening»  a  stranger,  who  had  profrased 
himself  weary  with  travelKng/ and  like- 
wise  to  have  lost  his  way,  Jiad  stopped  at 
the  house,  and  petitioned  shelter^  for  the 
night,  which  her  father  had  reddUy  and 
humanely  gran^ed  him/  that  after  their 
evening  repast  had  been  served,  she  had 
retired  to  rest,  and  «unk  to  sleep;  in^  the 
middle  öf  the  night  she  had  been  awaken- 

ed 
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fd  by  a  violent  tumult  which  prevailed  in 
tfae  bouse,  and  on  assutning  courage  to 
quit  her  apartment  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
vestigiting  the  cause^  and  rnnning  to  the 
Chamber  of  her  parents,  she  peroeived  her 
mother  ahready  a  corpse,  and  I^r  fiither 
«truggCng  with  two  rufBans,  who  were 
assailii^  him  with  their  drawn  swords; 
whilst  several  others  appeared  m  various 
parks  of  the  room,  in  the  act  of  rifling  the 
chests  and  other  artides  whidi  the  apart^ 
xnent  oontained'. 

^  A£^scted  by  the  terror  natural  to  her 
^tuatiön  and  age^  she  fled  with  precipi- 
tancy  from  the  soene  of  horror,  unperceiiiu 
ed  as^  she  bdieved  by  the  plunderers,  and 
hid  herseif  under  some  straw  which  had 
been^^laoed  to  dry  in  a  comer  of  the 
kitchen«  After  some  time  she  heard  se- 
yeral  xiersons  descend  the  stairs  and  quit 
the  hottse;  and  b^eving  the  depredators 
to  he  all  gone»  she  was  on  the  point  of 
qoltting  her  r^treat«  when  other  steps 
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tounded  cn  ihe  ttain,  and  ciiusecl  her 
9g9in  to  witMnw  to  her  oono^metit 

"^  In  the  oourse  of  a  few  rainutas  two 
men  wtored  the  khdien»  and  bagpn  to 
aefmbb  wheth«  it  eontained  any  profmty 
wltk  whkh  they  eoniidcred  it  worth  tbea 
wfaile  to  epcumber  tbemaolves.  The  tef- 
ror  of  Rol»in  increafled  wit^  evfiy  wo- 
ment»  and  she  tremblod  so  violently,  that 
her  abiroringt  agitatad  .the  straw,  and  its 
i^movements  attracted  the  notice  cyf  the  man. 

*  Wbat  have  we  here  ?*  rongbly  ^aoulat- 
ed  one  pf  them,  and  the  other  immediately 
makii^  an  opoiing  in  the  stMw,  disoorer' 
ed  to  their  view  the  terriiied  Robina. 

^  Qh  ho  !*  exclatmed  the  man  whobadbe* 
fore  apoken,  *  our  bosiness  is  not  eondnded, 
I  pereeive ;  bereis anotber to  diapatil^  yet' 

"  Robina  feil  upon  her  knees  b^re 
thwi»  and  wiüi  Idud  dirieks  imploied 
th^r  m^rcy ;  whibt  the  raffian  wfao  had 
pronounoed  her  fbte  proeeeded  ooln^.  to 
dnw  his  sword  from  the  «cabbard. 

•No, 


'  No,  noi^^-p-idetist  derist  T  nid  theoiherr 
*  don*t  stain  your  %moxA  with  the  bkxxl  <if 
«  ehild.' 

'  Chitdren  grow  to  meIl^and  wonsen/  le* 
^irtied  the  first  Speaker,  '  and  dead  folbs' 
teil  no>  tales;*  and  with  tbese  words  he 
seized  the  haod  of  Robina»  abd  pointedl 
his  weapon  at  her  breast 

*' His  eompanipii^  grasped  his  arm  and 
drew  it  back-^^'  You  shall  notkijure  her/^ 
he  Said ;  '  it  is  an  uimeeessary  oruejty»  and^ 
1  cannot  bear  to  withess  it' 

*  Well>^  well,  have  your  way, .  if  yoU' 
Willy* ,  replied  the  other ;,  Mt  is  of  very  lit- 
tle  consequence  to  US,  I  believe,  whether 
'She  liTes  or  dies:  but  mark  me,  you 
shrieking  imp,'  he.added,  addressing  hixn* 
seif  to  Robina,  *  if  you  dare  to  squall 
agaifi,  or  attempt  to  stir  froni  this  i^t  tili 
We  are  outof  sight,  by  Heaveii,  I  will  dasfa 
your  brains  out!'  and  darting  at  her  a 
look  of  ferodty,  meant  to  enfbree  his 
Ihreat,  they  quitted  the  bouset  and  Ro- 
bina^ 
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iiiiia  shortly  aftier  heatd  them  mount  horses, 
and  ride  away  at  fiiU  speed. 

**  With  a  heart  palpitating  not  alone 
with  a  dread  at  the  menaces  which  the 
ruffian  had  utt^ed,  but  also  widi  the  ap- 
prehension  that  all  bis  eompanions  mijgj^t 
not  have  departed  ftom  the  house,  it  was 
some  time  before  Robina  durst  venture  tp 
quit  the  spot  where  they  had  left  her.  At 
length  the  unbraken  silenoe  which  had  for 
a  consjiderable  time  prevaiied»  gäve.  hör 
courage  to  steal  forth :  she  nioved  to  the 
dbor  by  which  they  hadquitted  tJie  house^ 
^nd  looking  out,  peroei ved- that  they  vieve 
DO  long^  in  sight ;,  and  dreading  to  ä»- 
eeiid  to  the  chamba*  of  her  par^t^  ^  she 
waa  nmaiiig  towards  tlie  nearest  hous^s  to 
r^late  tiie  honrihle  adventui^e  of  whlph  ^e 
h$d  been  a  witnes^^  when  she  was  met  by 
Simon  CampbelL 

**  The  neighbou  ts  of  the  deceased  mexe 
qüicidy  assembled  to  the  spot  by  the  ru- 
mouc  of  the  transactioi^  and  no  doubt  le- 
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Himned  in  any  breast  of  the  murderers  hav^ 
ing  heen  me^bers  of  a  gang  of  daiing  ban« 
ditti  with  which  the  ooiintry  round  about 
had  been  for  some  years  infested,  and 
which  was  said  to  be  headed  by  ^e  un^ 
daunted  Fergus  Dunbeith.  The  wretch- 
ed  fate  of  Robina^s  parent»  raet  the  sym- 
pathizing  ear  of  all  by  whom  they  Ivere 
khown,  for  their  excellent  qualities  had 
endear ed  thetn  to  their  fiiends  -and  neigh* 
hours?  and  tenderly  did  the matrons  o^tfae 
district  lamentover  their  orphän  daughter, 
who  was  immediately  remored  firom  the 
heart-rendmg  scene,  and  placed  in  the  fas* 
iftily  of  üti  acquaintance,  where  she  conti* 
»ued  tili'  tfee  remains  of  her  parents  had 
^b^n  consigned  to  the  grave;  and  Simon 
Campbell  then  took  upon  himself  her  salb 
eonductto  the  protection  of  her  unele  and 
aurtt  Baldrummie,  at  Baiquitther  Castle^ 
mhere  she  had  ever  since  resided,  not^less 
beloved  than  pitied,  by  all  to  whcxm  her 
Bad  tale  was  known." 
Hoe  ended  Simoii's  nsorative^  in  whieh 

the 


t£e  ocmntenanGe«  of  hts  antditors.  Ind  W 
spoken  them  deeply  intereated  dtiring  tbe 
yecijtal ;  and  when  ht  Hud  oeaaed  speaking, 
eiHt  of  them  inquired  wbetfafsr.a  disepveiy 
of  the  mur^ei^rs  had  ever  tal(^  place? 
to  whifsh  Campbell  r^Med  in  ^he  neg^h 
tive,  aayiiig,  tbßt  sia^  Hugh  SteUFdit  aQ4 
bis  wifö  had  botb  fallen  their  vietims,- 
Ihiere  was  no  oiie  in  ex^stence  but  Robbie 
wfao  CQuld  identiFy  their  peraons;  and 
tfai^t  if  ev^n  the  alarm  of  b^r  feelinga  at 
the  time  at  whicb  sb^  had  beheM  two  of 
th^  number  lipon  wbom  the  Uoody  tran^ 
action  vf^  chargeabde,  had  not  4^P^ve4 
h«r  of  iffes^nce  of  mind  for  aufiifq^qtly  noi 
tidng  their  countenances»  ta  ennbie  her  to 
reoogniae  tbem  at  any  futfiie  period»  it  ap« 
peared  wry  unlikely,  aa  E(4nnfi  seldfmi 
quitted  th^  waUa  of  tbe  edtficse  in  whaäi 
^le  had  aipoe  tbat  period  resided^  tibat  they 
4^ver  hßiiivp  ever  would  eonje  wühin  her 
dbseFvalion, 

The  recapitulation  of  paat  evcBt»  fed 
the  ifnfigi^^tima  €^  l^dron^i^  aoä  hh 
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old  lU^od  SimoQ,  htdcte  t  vemote  period 
of  iheir  Hves  $  and  eonvereing  an  tioiM 
and  pevsons  long  gone  by,  tisey  wondcfrea 
abaut  the  eourtyard  of  tibe  Castle»  ci^oy« 
ix^  the  salubrious  air  of  a  fine  spring  even* 
ing.  Whil&t  thus  ei^^ed,  the  liom  at 
tibe  gate  was  sounded  to  requert  «ttvano^ 
a^  they  beheid  tbf  porter  admit  a  maq 
in  a  religioüs  habit»  and  heard  him  inquiM 
fop  &tb»  Cekstin^. 

It  was  80  unusuai  for  the  veo^rable  fa^ 
tfaer  to  reßeive  any  vkitom,  and  the  dig«^ 
tance  so  great  at  ^hkh  Balquitther  Castle 
stood  firom  any  religlou9  house^  that  of  th«^ 
Black  Fiiar^^  at  St  Andrew^  bemg  th0 
Ba^pert,  that  the  circumstance  excitedt  theiit 
curiosity. 

A  dömestic  was  sent  to  oonv^  the  mes> 
sage  of  the  monk  to  the  holy  father,  who 
dhoiily  alter  appearing  in.  the  eourtyard» 
and  approaehiug  the  fmr,  displayed  anex-- 
presskMi  of  countenance  which  bespoke 
him   to  behold   a  stvanger» — **  Whance 
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eame  yoo,  reverend  hiar  ?"*  he  said,  **  and 
what  is  yoor  btisiness  with  me  ?" 

**  Your  firrt  question,"  replied  the 
shanger,  ''  I  caimot  immediately  reply  to 
«-— my  answer  to  your  second  is,  that  I  am 
oome  hither  to  petition  that  you  woald 
shrive  me— -a  request  which  cur  mutuäl 
professicm  will  not  perimt  you  to  deny 

"  My  son,**  rejoined  father  Celestine, 
f '  the  chapel  attached  to  tbis  domain^  in 
irvhich  iny  oonfessional  is  placed,  Stands  at 
some  distance  from  hence ;  the  shades  of 
night  are  beginning  to  veil  the  earth ;  and 
nelther  your  age  nc»*  health  appear  tö  de^ 
note  you  in  need  of  an  immediate  aoqui- 
escal  to  your  hasty  request.** 

**  I  etitreat  then,"  returned  the  friar, "  a 
private  conversation  with  ypu  in  your  own 
Apartment :  and  by  tbis  holy  sign  I  ad- 
jure  you  to  grant  it  to  me,"  he  emphati- 
eally  added,  niarking  bis  brea3t  with  the 
6gure  of  the  cross  ^s  he  spoke. 

«It 
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^   ^  It  is,**  answered  &ther  Celestine,  ^*ä 

Symbol  which  teacbes  me  charity  för  tbe 

feelings  of  all  who  acknowledge  its  infiu- 

ence ;    yours  may  labour  under  a  burthen 

from  which  it  may  be  agonyto  younpt  to 

relieve  yourself :  in  reverence  to  the  glo^ 

rious  sign  by  which  you  supplicate  me,  I 

grant  yöur  suit — ^follow  niy  ateps,  holy 

friar,"  and  leading  the  way  to  the  stran* 

ger,  he  oondueted  film  to  a  doset,  wbere 

tfae'  greater  part  of  bis  hours^  were  passed 

in  solitary  and  reügiou^  mi&di tation. 

,    Por  nearly  three  houirs  they  oontinued 

togethef;  at  the  expiration  of  that  time 

&ther  Ceflestine  came  förth,  and  prOoeed^ 

ed  to  the  esirVs  s^artment»  requesting  to 

ba.  permitted  to  converse  with  him  in  pri* 

Vate:  \vhen  they  were  alone;  the  father 

spoke  thuss  :r-"  My  btlöved  son,**  he  said, 

**  tbere  is  a  per^ojri  now  in  my  doset,  who 

professes  to  bring  you  intelligenee  of  yow 

muCh4of\^ed  and  long-regi'etted  brother ;  I 

Mve  promised  that  he  shall  conversef  wipl 

you,  and  believe  that  I  may  safely  vouch 

for 
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Ibr  bu  intentiom  towwds  younelf  and 
your  brotber  being  fHendty ;  more  I  ean- 
imt  amioimoe  to  you»  as  he  bas,  sinoe  hi» 
ttiml  at  the  castle,  made  oonfession  to 
me :  änd  bis  having  done  so,  places  a  seal 
on  ray  Kps  relative  to  any  eorifidence 
wbidi  be  may  bave  re^^MMed  iu  me,** 

The  sudden  and  unexpeeted  mformih 
tkm  aifected  Glenalpuie  ^tb  an  alniost 
overwbelming  joy;  be  requested  tbi 
fttrangep  to  be  immediately  Qonduetad  to 
bis  preaence;  and  &tber  Celestim^  witbout 
delay,  retbred  to  lead  the  unknown  fiiar  to 
tbe  earfa  apartment,  whpin  he  had  pre^ 
vioualy  wamed  that  bis  int^rnew  with 
die  atnmger  must  be  uQattmded  by  wtt^ 
ne^ses. 

During  tbe  absi^fioe  of  fittber  Cdeatiiia^ 
tbe  eail  clasped  bis  ban^s  in  fervent^tbank^ 
üilnesa  towards  Heaven,  and  pronounced 
a  silent  prayer  of  gratitude  for  tbe  apr 
proadiing  development  of  b»  biatbei^r 
fiite,  wbioh  it  had  Toucbaafed  to  grttit  bim. 

When  tbe  fiiar  entered  the  apartnient 
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öftere  Gkiialpt^e  wAi  uaiptttkAtlf  «wlaC* 
ir^  his  presence»  h6  bebeld  in  tbe  ÜnngeF 
a  Madn  öf  rfbdUt  thkty  years  of  i|g^  tfun 
interestlng  and  txmiinalbdiltg  eountemtiee, 
and  remd^kable  fikr  b  bteyty  of  p^rson 
ebi&I j  upproac^ing  tö  fbmtnhie  lov^* 
mss.  Tfae  fmr  folded  bis  banäs  Upon  bia 
breast,  and  bowed  hia  head  in  salatattc^^ 
to  iSkn^lpine«  The  itaA  gave  liiin  a  not'- 
diäl  wcä^teme»  and  plaeed  him  by  hk  «ide, 
vhen  the  stranger  spoke  thus :— *« 

**  Fatfaer  Cdestinelws  abScady  recounted 
to  you  the  outline  of  the  motive  by  wbieh 
I  have  been  impcfled  to  visit  yon ;  it  is 
ncm  iliy  pstrl  to  ekiter  into  the  partieulars 
(xmiiected  wUh  tbit  motive»  and  to  re* 
quest  ^your  ;pa^ent  h^aring  cff  tbe  terms 
updh  ^t»ch  .1.  jpropMe  to  beoonie  tl^ 
inetld.  df  yotir  iWih^  and  ycHirbdC  hff, 
pnkuiiBgbiaienlaigemeiH  fr  ttie  sp^ 
wfaeorb  Ue  n  toofw  d^tiamed  an  unwiJUinig 
alid  mn  unjnat  ^ÜBotier," 

**  iäh^  !0peak  th«A  fVeely»*"  ^aeiUM^  tfae, 

earl. 
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earl,  **  wd  believe  that  whatever  wealth 
the  coffers  of  Glenalpine  cam  pn>duce  to 
requite  your  exertions,  shaH  be  joyfiiUv 
mad€  the  reward  of  your  Services.*' 

''  It  is  not  gold  which  I  iseek  for  my  re- 
eompence,**  replied  the  friar;  ''the  first 
proposal  to  which  I  claim  your  attentkm 
\Sy  tlutt  you  will  place  iinplicit  confidence 
in  my  friendship  for  your  brother  and 
yourselC  and  consent  to  be  guided  by 
me  in  every  respect  and  drcumstance, 
without  requiring  any  iexjdanation  of  iny 
Word»  or  actione  tili  I  shidl  judge  it  right 
to  grant  you  such  a  communioatiön.  This 
IH?opo8ttion  forms  one^^half  of  my  terms. 
The  öther  oondition  is  this<-^that  when 
you  de  bebold  your  brother^  you  will- join 
y<Hir  persuasions  with  min&  to  induce  faim 
to  gvre  his  band  to  bis  delivemr ;  ^fer  it  is 
by  the  hand  of  a  womay^^mwoman  wiio 
nispects  and  adores  him»  and  by  the  band 
ofthat  woman  alone,  tha£h}senlargement. 
frofh  bis  ^:^esent  captivity  <mii  eyer  be  tef« 
fected.'' 
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•  '*  You  speak  in  riddle»,  holy  fatlier^'' 
ejaculated  the  earl. 

*'  It  is  at  your  Option  to  have  them  pre« 
sently  explained  to  you,"  said  the  firiar; 
^^  and  these,'*  he  after  a  momentary  paase 
added,  **  are  the  only  terms  which  I  cm 
{Hi^)Ose  to  you  for  the  restoration  of  your 
brother  to  the  bosom  of  his  ßimily." 

The  earl  maintained  an  irresolute  si* 
lence,  during  which  his  countenanoe  be« 
spoke  htm  prepared  to  enter  into  any 
engagementy  sooner  than  lose  the  benefit 
rf  which  he  might  he  deprived  by  refiising 
to  accept  the  terms  proposed ;  bat  equally 
denoting  how  great  the  astonishment 
which  he  experieneed  at  the  nature  of  the 
oonditions  which  were  submitted  to  .his 
aoceptance. 

**  From  what  I   have  told  you,*'  the^ 
friar  proeeeded  by  saying,  "  you  will  na- 
tdially  conclude  that  I  must  be  aoquaint-» ' 
ed  with  the  spot  where  sir  Robert  Dun- 
donald  i&  concealed,  and  also  with  'tiböse  - 
by  whom  his  liberty  h  denied  hiiü  ;  and 
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ju^ng  of  n»e  by  t3i9  g^eHdky  of  tarn- 
kind^  you  wiU  suppose  tbat  the^seeret  majr 
be  tempfetdlionl  iiae  by  proimses,  er  wtong 
frem  me  by  threats ;  but,  by  the  sacbdd- 
ness  of  the  b<Jy  <^ircb,  I  swäar,  tbal;  the  in* 
form^dn  whidi  you  desire  to  poesess  shidl 
ne ver  lie  vbteined  by  any  tneatis  buttboie 
I  have  prOfx>sed  to  you.  1  hftve  alreadjr 
told  you  thttt  I  value  aot  your  gold,  and 
shojuld  the  iii^  of  conda^t  wbieh  I  have 
readived  to  pursue  proyoke  your  anger^ 
and  «ny  habit  &ä  to  proteet  me  from  your 
wraHi»  I  will  sooner  die  under  tbe  veiir 
geünoe  of  your  tUsappointmeiit»,  tban 
BWetve  fxota  the  determinatioii  whioh  I 
haVe  tak^R.*" 

These  wor4s  were  pronounced  widi  a 
steady  eiupbasia  and  an  unehanged  eoiin- 
tenan^»  whieh  deelar^  the  Speaker  to  be 
poasessed  ef  a  settled  mtd  k^solute  spiitt, 
whüst  äie  surpdbse  Witfa  whidi  hk  conduek 
afl^dd  Glendpiae  rendefed  hhn  searoely 
able  tp  0^y^  loid  »tili  lüore  doubtlul  in 
wfaat  munaer  it  becanae  bim  to  aot  undec 
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tbepseaeDtpbrptexingdrcuiAsfH^  Af« 
ter  «mie  mamenta'  hesitatiom  he  tpoke 
thus :— ?-^  Were  I  to  agree^  to»  act  uhder 
yoor Jguidance^  what  is  tfae  oondtict'  whkh 
you  would  propose  to  metopursue?" 

'^  Yott  rnnst  promise  to  obey  me,  befbre 
{  dm  dtselMe  Iny^dif  fartber  to  ^a^  ^^' 
f>lied  the  friar«  •. 

'^ Yoortonns are so extraordsnaiy^*'  re^ 
joiiif4  Gtemlpine»  '^tbatthe^requke^CNät- 

^^I  411»  wilürtg :  fo  grant  you  titxie  £or 
tbou^t^"  rdttirried  the  friar,  '*  only  re^ 
tnaarking  that  evejy  hour^  which  you  give 
(o  ttfcme^essary.refiectioi)^  is  an  additicHßal 
{>eriod4if  siilferii^i  to  your-bxtrther.;  and 
adcBi^»  that  I  bave  dared  mtieh  to  %r¥e 
yoo»  and  that  I  wöuld  sooner  forfeit  my 
Kfethan  injuiy  shoold  fall  upoh  you, 
^nadh  less  upon  him." 

.TSiek  Gon  versation  was  pwtracted  to  a 
consiierabie  lengtb,  biit  it  was  only  a  re- 
Petition  of  what  had  already  pasBed  be^ 
(weeti  ith^QO,  andii^^thorefore  unnecessary 

.    .VOiu  II.  o  tu 
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tobedfeteäed.  At  kngth the  Mstk M! 
tolledi  Ute  midniglit  heur,  «idtlielklirTew 
marking  the  soimd»  nfte  to  depert. 

^  Yda  Witt  BOt  venture  forth  at  (bis 
hour  of  die  niglit?^  said.the  carL 

^  I  oasmofc  deky  anotfaer  minate  to  be 
gcne)*^  re^ed  the/riw ;  ^  I  h$ffe  öventakü 
my  time  already,  and  only  gvieve  tiuit  iv« 
musfc  ]iart  wkiiöat 'haviAg  coine  to  a  ccdi- 
dbm<M  ikvöiirabie  to  tfae  futme  hapjpHiess 
of  your  brother,  fi>r  whose  re^tdratäan  1o 
Society  I  had  bdieved  before  I  mw  you, 
from  thereports  wbioh  i  faad'beai^  of  yoor 
aff^tion  &it  emh  0dier,  tbat  youii«ihl 
bave  adveatuved  any  task.  Fttreiadli  I 
camiot  fiirbeaf  re^eaüug  my  tegvel  tiist 
my  missioii  bas  fidled  of  its  deaited  ttdL'' 

^  It  bas  not  fiälad,''  eagerly  eauämmci 
Glenalpiiie,  drea^mg  to  losa  Jbhe  ^bie  n^w 
presented  to  bim  foT  devetepb^tbeBa^ 
teryöf  bis  hrtitJtmft  hte\  '^k  dml  not 
£M;  ottfy  te&me  wbei]^  and  ^i^Ni^  Imaj^ 
«xpctot  to  see  yoa  agahit.?'*  ,    .        - 

^'E^taaofmw  su^hl;^  ak  «hk «t)F bo«; 
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lies 


CyrmT  «n^wered the GDonk ;  ^*I  will thttr« 
awäity<Nir<x>iiiing;  aiid«eetli8t  you^oiD^ 
alone;  implicit  obedience  to  my  woids 
canakne  earare  you  suooess  iu  tbe  point 
io  wbi^  your  iboviglito  and  wisbw  are 

4lir(e<it€d--'*^ay5  will  you  <)ome  ?* 
.    ^  If  Heaven  pves^rre  my  Hfe  until  that 
iiour^  I  will^**  r^oyaed  Gteoalpi^. 
*^  Apd  tdotie-^teed  tliaC  i?t«raed  tbe 

t.  ^- 1  wiU  obey,**  aud  the  oarl 

**N0w  tb««  comwand  me  to  be  ecm^ 
duHedtothegate^^teturaed  tfiefrw;  **! 
mentioiied  akeady  that  I  had  been  bere 
io9  ]ßag ;  for  yoar  ewn  sake  do  not  tbrow 
jin  my  iw^y  any  obstade  to  cause  meto  in- 
ereaae  ?ay  enw." 

.  Tjbe  eai I  ied  faiBü  into  the  hall  ef  the 
Castle»  and  wtjth  a  silent  inclinatioii  g£  his 
Ihead.at  parting^  he  then  foÜowed  the  aer- 
vaal.  coaunisftioned  to  atttnd  him  to  tbe 
gate. 

..    'fbe  ifar}  pam^d  a  doepless  .nig^t  in  re- 

Q%  flection 


Üecdon  on  the  extraordiBaiy  visit  which 
he  had  received ;  but  he  arose  rescAnteiy 
determined  to  comply  with  the  invitation 
of  the  stranger,  to  which  acquiescence  he 
feit  himself  compelledbyatriple  consider- 
^tion  :  in  the  first  instance,  by  his  exce»- 
sive  desire  to  leave  no  tneans  unpursued 
which  might  eventually  produce  the  res- 
torätion  of  his  brother ;  in  the  second,  by 
the  good  opinion  which  father  Celestine 
appeared  to  entertain  'of  the  stranger»  in 
consequenoe  of  his  confession ;  and  in  the 
thirdy  by  ^welling  on  the  ooncluding  line 
pf  the   fortuneteller's  prophecy,  that— 
^  His heartmusi  savekuhr^htr^s  headf 
by  which  expression  might  be  meant,  that 
an  exertiori  of  his  forlitude,  for  which,  in 
tlie  present  instance,  some  trial  appeared 
to  be  preparing,  liiust  produce  Dundonäld's 
salvation. 

With  anxiety  and  impatienoe  he  await- 
ed  the  approach  of  midnightv  and  when 
the  bell  of  the  Castle  had  sounded  the  prey 
xreding  hour,  wrapping  lamself  in  hispkiil, 

and 
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&nd  taking  Aleck  Ferguson  to  be  fais  com* 
panion  to  the  Black  Heigbt,  he  set  out. 
On  arriving  at  the  Abbot's  chapel,  he  di^- 
missed  bis  attendant/and  aecording  to  the 
injunction  which  he  had  received,  pursued 
bis  way  ak>ne. 

The  night  was  dark ;  a  ftw  faintly- 
shinihg  stars,  änd  the  pale  reflection  of  a 
setthig  moon,  threw  an  indistinct  and  par- 
tiäl  illutnination  on  the  scene,  scarcely 
suiBcient  to  guide  the  stepi^  of  the  wan- 
deren The  earl  was  unaccustomed  to 
Wialk  abroad  at  night,  especially  unattend^ 
ed;  anditcosthfmnoinconsideräblelaboür 
to  descend  the  rugged  hill^änd  proceed  to 
the  ruins.  The  unknown  friar  had  men« 
tiöned  no  particular  spot  where  they  were 
to  meet,  and  accordingly  resting  his  amis 
for  Support  änd  repose  upon  a  fragment  of. 
stone,  more  prominent  than  the  majori ty 
of  those  by  which  it  was  surrounded,  and 
where  he believed  that the being  whomhe 
expected  to  see  might  with  little  difficully; 

G  3  descry . 
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descry  him,  he  awBifed  the  eoming  tf  the 

Presently  the  hoarse  voice  of  the  Castle 
bell  prodairoed  thebst  hour  of  the  night, 
und  its  tones  hadscaToelyceased  to  yibrate 
on  the  air»  wben  he  heard  the  approächof 
a  fbotstep,  and  obeerved  a  dtisky  figure 
moving  towards  hiin>  which,  bs  it  advarn*' 
eed»  he  *  p^ioeived  to  be  the  fiiar,  whose 
voioe  he  itnmediately  recognized,  as  he 
addresscd  to  him  a  short  sentence,  expres* 
n\te  of  bis  aatislaction  at  fkiding  that  he 
had  tiot  neglected  the  aippointm^t  fa 
which  he  had  been  invited. 

^  What  is  it  that  you  now  require  cl 
'  Bie  to  perforni  7^  demanded  the  earl. 

"^  Before  Dire  quit  this  spot,*"  rej^ed  the 
friar,  ^  it  is  necessary  that  you  diduld  as« 
ßtHike  my  habit :  if  we  should  chanoe  to 
be  observed,  your  being  thus  disguised 
will  grant  secuiity  to  üs  both/' 

The  earl  had  r^dved  to  comply  with 
eveiy  iDstmction  giyen  him  by  bis  un* 

known 


knowjri  |^idc^  and  imiiiedkt€ly  suffere^ 
himself  to  be  habited  in  the  Mble  garlv 
depdved  pf  which»  his  oompanion,  front 
what  little  he  eould  perceive  of  his  dres« 
hy  the  doubtful  light  m  which  it  was  be» 
held  by  faim»,appeared  to  be  dad  in  a  war* 
rior's  habät;  upon  the  ppliilied  knobs  of 
wbich,  the  {Mile  iftoon  at  intervak  eaüt  a 
£unt  refulgimoe. 

This  traosfimaiaticn)  ha^iiig  beetr  efiects- 
ed,  the  earPs  companion  desired.  bim  to 
Tollow  him,  and  kd  the  way  by  vary  rteps 
to  the  e»traace  upon  tiie  fi)rait^  which 
extended  fix>m  the  foot  of  the  Bkek 
Heigbt  Slnded  by  the  Üaxk  fblkge  of 
the  treea»  they  were;,  19  a  few  miniites»  in 
total  darkne«;  aod  tfae  earTs  couAndot 
peroeiving  t&e  düficolly  which  atttnded 
bb  prc^iws,  fts.  hß  Ibrocd  lua  way  thMHigh 
the  underwood  and  stiRaggIiiig.bra!nU«  by 
whidi  the  ground  was  oo^ered^  took  im 
band,  and  led  him  fbrwwd.  AAer  a  wbäc^ 
bis  oonductor  ttappei,  and^  quittia|^  bis 
band,  eitjoiaed  Um  not  to  stir  fion  tiie 

6  4  Spot 


Itft 

^pot  upoii  vjhich  he  was  standing.  Afe# 
^econds  elapsed,  during  which  the  eari  was 
unable  to  discem  the  actions  of  his  com« 
panion»  hui  heard  him  by  his  side»  and  dis- 
tinguished  a.sound  similar  to  that  of  a 
weapon  cutting  its  way  through  tbe 
branches  of  a  tree.  Fresently  siknce 
again  prevailed ;  and  the  unknown  again 
taking  his  band,  and  waming  him  that  be 
was  going  to  descend  some  steps,  once 
niore  led  him  on. 

A  descent  of  a  considerable  niimber  of 
isteps,  which  appeared  to  be  cut  in  the 
eartb,  brought  them  to  ev^i  ground ;  and 
having  proceeded  for  some  minutes  along 
a  straight  path,  the  earl  was  stopped  by 
his  companion^  and  immediately  äfter 
heard  what  he  believed  to  be  the  sound 
of  a  flint  Struck  by  the  steel  for  the  pur« 
pose  of  prodadng  a  Ught ;  and  bis  opinion 
was  in  a  few  seconds  confirmed  by  per- 
oeivingu  sudden  spark  of  fire»  at  which  his 
lion  illuminated  a  lamp,  which  had 
phced  in  a  small  niche  in  the  side  of 

the 
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the  rotky  excavation  through  whicb  they 
were  passing.    Again  pvoceeding  onwards, 
a  südden  turn  brought  them  to  what  the 
earl  Gonceived  to  be  the  termmation  of  the 
path»  as  the  extremity  of  the  low   and 
vaulted  passage  towards  which  they  wei:e 
now  moving,  appeared  to  be  choked  up  by 
a. Cluster  of  dead  branches^  and  winding 
brambles,  which  were  piled  upon   each 
other  to  the  very  roof.    These  bis  compa-  ^ 
nion;  placing  the  laipp  for  a  few  moments^ 
in  the  band  of  the  earU  dextroüsly  rfe- 
moved ;  and  having  done  so,  by  some  in- 
stantaneous  and  altqost  invisible  efibrt, 
opened  to  bis  view  a  door,  which  led  thera  ' 
irito  a  small  apartment,  bewn  in  the  bedy 
öf  the  solid  rock ;  and  the  instant  they 
had  entered  it,  bis  companion  again  closed     - 
the  door,  and  secured  it  by  drawing  three 
bolts  with  which  it  was  furnished,^  at  equal 
distances  from  each  other. 

Amazement  at  what  he  bebeld  imposed 
silence  on  the  tongue  of  the  earl ;  and  th^ß 
«tranger,  in  a  tone  of  the  greatest  compla« 
:     ,  g5  cency. 
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cencj,  requesting  faim  to  r^se  biin^^lf 
öB  cne  cf  the  »tone  seaite)  of  whieh  th€ri? 
were  sev^rat  soattered  about  the  ptkie^, 
proceeded  to  an  excavation  in  the'wiäl", 
and  taking  from  it  a  vase  öf  rode  work^ 
manship,  said^ — ^^  I  weU  knovr,  my  lörd, 
how  inadequate  are^^jrour  strength  and 
ßntme  to  a  midnight  teil  of  tfae  nature 
vrhich  you  have  just  und^rgone;  antter 
nie  to  request  that  yoti  will  refredh  your^ 
seif;  the  wine  whidt  this  eup  contain^  is 
good,  altliough  the  yessel  is  coarse.''  Tlie 
ei^ldid  feel  that  refreshment  would  be 
welcome  to  his  exhausted  spiritSt  and 
dfbnk  to  the  health  of  his  entertäiner. 
The  earfs  eompanion  tbc^  a  seat  nearly 

.  opposite  to  him,  and  dnnk  from  a  differ- 
ent  vBfie  to  that  with  whieh  he  bad  pr^ 
s^ited  him;  the  eärl  observed  the  acti<mt 
md  his  oountenance  betraying  that  it  was' 
remarked  by  him,  the  stranger  said-«^ 
^  Do  not  imagine,  my  lord,  that  I  have 
given  you  a  beverage  whieh  I  have  any 

^her  motivefor  not  tasting  mysel^  exoe^ 
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liiat  water  is  a  drink  which  I  prefer  ta 
wine  V  but  to  satisiy  you,  I  will  pledge  you 
in  the  cup  wh^eh  you  bave  tasted."  A 
small  quantity  only  of  wine  bad  been  re- 
inaining  in  it  after  tbe  earl  had  made  bis 
draught,  alid  bis  companion  di»nk  it  with 
a  «mile  to  tbe  bottoo^ 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


The  stranger  now  ^^ed  his  eyes  stead- 
fasüy  on  the  earl,  and  said — "  In  order, 
my  lord,  to  explain  the  motive  by  which 
I  have  been  actuated  in  bringing  you  hi- 
th»,  it  is  necessary  that  I  should  intrude 
upon  your  patience»  to  listen  to  a  narrativ? 
of  some  occurrences,  of  which  the  data  is 
now  remote,  but  from  which  have  msen 
those  peculiar  circumstances  which  will 
shortly  engage  oar  liveliest  int^rest  and 
consideration." 

The  earl  eagerly  besought  bim  to  com» 
mence  his  detail,  and  the  unknown  spoke 
AwS'— "You  cannot  be  unacqiiainted  with 
the  name  of  Lochiel,  for  the  old  knigfat» 
sir  Allan,  of  whom  I  am  first  aböut  to 
speak,  ranked  amongst  the  friendsof  your 
late  fathen** 
•    *  The 
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The  earl,  by  a  gentle  indination  öf  his 
head,  acknowledged  the  truth  o£  tbe 
strangers  Observation,  who  contkiued 
thus — "  You  have  probably  heard,  if  not, 
it  is  requisite  that  you  should  be  inform« 
ed,  that  about  twenty  years  from  tbe  pre- 
sent  time,  sir  Allan  Lodiiel  was  invested 
with  an  authority  under  govemment,  to 
which  a  handsome  salary  was  annexed,  and 
which  bad  in  tain  been  soUcited  by  a  gen- 
tieman  of  desperate  fortunes,  named  Fer- 
gus  Dunbeith,  who,  in  oonsequence  of  tfae 
disäppointinent  which  he  had  experienced, 
became  soured  against  bis  monarch^  and 
urged  mutually  by  poverty  and  a  despotic 
spirit,  became  the  chief  of  a  bandof  free- 
booters,  whose  depredations,  sihce  he  has 
isnked  as  their  leader,  have  been  both  suc^ 
oessful  and  daring.» 

The  earl  was  here  beginning  to  Inter- 
rupt the  narrator  by  attempting  to  relate 
the.  extraordiiiary  circumstances  which 
tbat  hame  brought  to  bis  recollection»  bat 
his  conipanion  requested  that  he  might  hq 

permitted 


IMrmkted  to  proceed  to  the  omdusioii  öf 
h»  detail^  before  he  was  oaUed  npon  to 
listen  to  aily  remarka  cfSkx&i  hy  tlw  earl 
«-'^  request  wkh  whidi  Gknalpineimme» 
diately  oomplted;  and  the  8tiangw<»iee 
more  ptoceeded  m  Im  aoooruDt 

**  The  üivour  in  wfaich  sir  Allan  Ldeb 
iel  stood  with  his  king;  raised  against  faim 
the  inveterate^en^  oFseveral  of  Üke  noU^ 
cf  the  realm,  and  the  efibrts  ef  their  pre> 
judiee  eventoalljr  prored  sucorasfolm 
pokoning  the  ear  <«f  in<9ttty  into  ü«  belief 
of  hit  bdng  a  tniitor  to  the  authoritjr  1^ 
wfaich  he  had  been  partmilariy  fosteied  i 
and  a  sentence  of  ouüawry  was  pro^ 
noanped  upon'his  pecson,  and  bis  Castles 
and  possessions  forfdted  to  ike  crown.  At 
iäm  melanchdy  junctnre»  sir  Aliad  was  a 
widower,  and  the  &ther  of  two  ehUdrcfi^ 
Alexander  and  Fenella»  wlio  were  ree^rcd 
under  the  protection  of  a  diBtant  tcdatti^ 
residing  in  an  obscure  Situation,  but  in  saß 
fieieaft  circumstanoeSy  in  the  neighbMi^ 
fapod  oi  ^Iquittha*  Castle» 
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^  Sir  Allan  had  departed  into  a  fiireigfi. 
clhne»  without  liaving  been  able  to  cndure 
theagony  of  biddinghis  cbildrvn  fareweU» 
and  they  mourned  his  loss,  without  being 
atfirst  conscious  of  tlie  füll  extent  of  tlie 
mis^  under  wbich  they  were  sufferii^. 
As  Alexander  grew  in  years,  and  beeäme 
capable  <^  reilection  on  the  humbled  Situ- 
ation in  which  he  stood  in  soeiety,  bis  spi«^ 
rits  became  depressed,  and  bis  mind  un« 
easy;  and  not  able  to  bear  the  degrada*- 
tiön  of  moving  in  the  world  in  an  inferior 
Station  to  that  which  had  for  centuries 
past  been  enjoyed  by  his  anoestors,  he 
resolved  to  exdude  himself  from  the  eye 
of  man»  and  join  the  lawless  band  ^hich 
was^  headed  by  Fergus  Dunbeith. 

^  He  communicated  his  intention  tohis. 
dster  Fenella;  and  when  she  heard  h« 
detarmination»  she  feil  upon  bis*  neck,  aild 
with  tfears  besought  him  not  to  abandoii 
her.  Tbe  relatioh  under  whose  prctee^ 
tion  they  had  liyed  since  the  period  of 
tbeir  mnocent  father's  retirement  into  ex^ 

ile. 
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tle»  häd  paid  tbe  debt  of  nature,  and  Fe» 
ndla  was  now  without  a  iriend  or  kins- 
man»  exoept  her  brotber ;  and  the  idea  of 
heing  separated  from  him,  and  doomed  to 
a  life:Qf  solitude»  or  at  best  of  interopurse 
with  beings  between  whom  and  herseif 
there  existed  no  reciprocul  interest,  ap- 
jpeared  to  her  a  fate  worse  than  death  it» 
seit 

"  At  lengtli^  perceiving  him  fixed  upon 
tfae  execution  of  his  plan,  Fenella  evinced 
a  resolution  equal  to  lüs  own,  and  declared 
her  Intention  of  becomins;  herseif  a  mem«» 
ber  of  the  band,  in  which  Situation  it  was 
DOW  alone  possible  that  she  could  in  future 
enjoy  his  society  and  protection.  Alex- 
ander remonstrated  against  her  wisb ;  he 
represented  to  her  the  fatigue  and  hard- 
ships  ofa  bandit's  life;  the  peril  to  which 
|iis  profession  was  constantly  exposing 
him ;  and,  above  all,  however  ci^rcumspect 
xnight  be  her  conduet,  the  hazard  of  a  dis- 
covery  beiqg  niade  of  her  sex,  of  which  the 
eonseqpences  inigbt  prove  inimical  not 
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0nly  to  her  peaoe»  but  her  honoor.  iNol 
to  detain  y oa  upon  this  pari  of  Dny  narra^ 
tive,  saf&ce  it  to  say,  that  no  argumeiit 
advanced  by  her  brother  could  shake  Fe* 
nella  from  her  purpose ;  that  baving^  ccm-i 
verted  the  little  property  wbich  they  po8r 
sessed  into  the  means.of  procuring  thetn-f 
selves  arms  and  habits  suited  to  the  Wfe 
upon  which  they  were  about  to  enter^ 
Fenella^assuming  the  difiguiseof  astripUtig^ 
under  the  fictitious  title  of  Roderick,  Alex-* 
anderes  younger  brother,  they  proceeded 
to  connect  their  fortunes  with  tbo$e  of 
Dunbeith  and  hls  band»  ^hose  teßort 
wa^  at  that  period  amidst  the  craigs  of 
Kinnoul  in  Perthshire« 

"  I  must  here  remark  to  you,  that  Fe^ 
nella  had  a  secon^ary  motive  for  de£»ring 
to  qöit  Fife.  The  humble  habitati(»1  iu 
which  herseif  and  her  brother  had  laftely 
resided,  under  the  fictitious  names  of  Cy- 
prian  and  Malvina  Sinclair»  and  where 
they  had  passed  their  hours  in  the  cultui^ 
of  a  small  portion  of  land,  by  whieh  it  wa^ 

surrouiided« 
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rarrounded,  and  from  wbich  ihey  wiere 
süpplied  with  tbe  cbief  part  of  tbeir  ^rab* 
«stence,  was  situated  upon  the  barders.  ofa 
forest»  in  whidi  tbe  hunters  of  the  neigh« 
boorbood  were  principally  äceustomed  to 
pnrsue  tbeir  diversipn ;  and  it  was  not  un* 
frequent  for  tbem  to  call  at  Üieir  cottag« 
for  repose  or  refresbment  Of  the  iftim- 
ber  ofthose  wbo  paid  Ibem  tbese  ooeasional 
Visits,  was  sir  Robert  Dundonald.  From 
bis  first  acqunintanoe  with  Fenella^  be  ap* 
peai«d  Struck  with  her  persoii,  and  gradu- 
äÜy  proeeeded  to  express  bis  admiratiotu 
tili  bis  eneomiums  made  an  impression  oa 
her  beart,  ^bich  severely  aflS^ted  kef 
peace  of  mind,  as  sbe  reflected  on  tbe  bap 
{»ness  wbich  sbe  might  have  enjoyed  in  a 
Union  widi  tbe  only  man^  who  had  ever  yet 
exctted  her  sy  mpathetic  regards,  bad  not 
the  honest  fitme  of  ber  lost  father  been  trs- 
dueed  by  the  villainy  of  liis  enemies,  and 
bis  children»  in  eonsequence  of  bis  fall  ftom 
prosperity,  driven  from  the  Situation  wbieh 
vrm  ftill  tbeirs  in  society,  by  all  tbe  lawa 


df  justice  ähd  of  hönöur ;  and  con vineed 
how  inoongruous  It  müst  be  to  the  Ihve  of 
conduct  wbieh  it  beeame  sir  Robert  Dutv 
donald  to  pursiie,  fbr  liim  to'espouse  the 
datigfater  of  an  outlaw,  Fendla  resolred 
tosee  hin)  as  seldom  as  possible ;  and  wheii 
ihe  did  scs  toreedire  bis  attentions  witb 
a  ooldness,  which  sbe  hoped  miglit  prove 
efl[€<;tual  in  witfadrawing  from  her  bis  re» 
gards.  But  in  Opposition  to  ber  wiabesi 
Fenella  perceived,  tliat  ti^  more  sbe  stvt^ 
di^  to  avoid  hixn,  the  more  be  endeavoui^ 
ed  to  enjoy  her  conversatton ;  andaiveady 
fuUy  a'ware  of  the  justice  and  propriety  of 
dieeking  in  its  infancy  a  passion  which  it 
appeared  impossible  could  ever  ripen  into 
abappy  maturity»  sbe lesolved  in  foture 
to  seclude  herseif  wlienever  be  visited  h^ 
dwdfing. 

**  It  was  not  long  after  sbe  bad  formed 
thia  detennination^  that  her  brotber  tnv^ 
parted  to  ber  bis  intention  of  becoming  an 
adberent  öf  Dunbeitb's;  and  it  wai^  not 
one  of  the  least  powevfui  motives  by  wbieh 
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Feo^la  was  actual^d»  in  Ves^lvjüng  tojo'm 
him:  in  his  expeditioni  t}}at  ßhe  shfoul^  thut^ 
effectually  remove  her^f  fr<^  ^  the  temp- 
tatioD  of  breaking  the.determination  which 
die  had  formed  pf  relinqiüshing  a)!  ac«i 
quaintatiee  with  sir  Robert  Dundöitald« 

"  Neither  Alexander  nor  his  slster.  were 
personally  knbwn  to  Dunbisitb ;  and  hav- 
ing  introduced  therriselves  to  him  By  feign- 
ed,  names,  received  from  him  tbe  same 
oordial  welcome  which  he  bestowed  ön  all 
who  came  to  unite  their  fate  with  his ;  änd 
the  steady  bravery  and  undauätedcourage 
displayed  by  Alexander,  gained  hioa  ffe" 
quent  indulgencesfor  bis  nominal  brother, 
in  whom  an  equally-able  adherent  to  the 
opmoion  cause  was  expected,  as  he  grew 
in  yeansi  aind  strength* 

"  About  three  years  from  the  time  at 
wbidi  we  arö  speaking,**  continued  the 
$tranger,  "  Dunbeith  concefving  himself 
u.nsafe  in  Perthshire,  where  m^ans  were 
concertuig  fbr  destroying  his  associatioru 
jpem&¥ed  l^s  band  into  JPife,  w&ere  the 
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ifpot  ehmen  ibr  thieir  aböde  wfts  aik  '^ixa^ 
vation  in  tSie  rodcs  upon  tlie.'miai^il  of 
the  sea^  known  by  tbe  nameof  tbe  D#vil*l 
Cave;  and  ycra  musf,  my  lotd^  be  well 
acquainted,  tbat  tfae  prihcipal  ^vA*  only 
«ntrance  whick  is  {>u£>liidy  kn^wn*  i  tor  the 
Tange  bf  «oesseei,  which  fram  the»oe.«,e, 
ceed  each  other^  to  an  inqredibld  distencet 
in  the  bdsKnn  of  the  rocks,  is  siitiated  et 
the  distanoe  <)f  scurceiy '  tw0  miles  -ßpöm 
^Balquitther  Castle.  I  cannot  give.'you 
any'  idea  which  i^'ill  more  readily  eonvinoe 
?foUr  how  vast  and  ntimerous  are  tbe  exoa* 
vation^  whichy  from  that  entranoe«  extend 
ttemselvies  in  every  direction  benealih  tbe 
sur&oe  ^f  the  eartb,  than  by  tnforniing 
joUy  tbat  tbe  Spot  you  ai^e  now  ön  fi>PH>$ 
B  psu?t  of  those  sobterranean  oavenis.'' 

**  Wbatr  'ex^laiined^the,eari^?*  am  I 
then  in  the  power  ^f  Dunbeith  r 

^  Noi  my  lordy  ho!"  empbaticälly  pro» 
nounoed  the  stranger;  ^.^you  are  in  the 
power  of  no  oi^  biü  inyseU;  asid^I  imi^not 
öf  a  nature  to  ädv^htur^^Wbat  I  hayp  ha- 
<      *  '  zarded 
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modrd  in  Ixinging  jou  iiither;  ttam  Mj 
motxw  bilt  tfaat  af  jitsiic»  a»d  hummity. 
fieifc  Ao  asMired,  tbat  jon  aoe  hat  $i 
Imfnr^gniiUe  to  die  pomer  aml  hoovifkägt 
of  unBOKf  as  if  JIM  mte  biirie4  ft  noolüoiA 
of  fiithcMM  b^mth  tbe  sadaee  cf  tfe 
ocaiii.-^Biit  «uffer  me  to  {irooeied  1o  1^ 
pomabsloii  <^  my  aarrative.  The  band  4if 
13iifiiieMi  had  been  i^iooir'ed  likl^T  onfy 
a  tsw  we^ti  wbeD  FeneUa  expeameti 
Ae  4iea¥iest  aflÜotian  \ritk  wfaidi  riie^iM^ 
aidesed  k  pnsasble  to  the  famid  irf*  iloltinj 
to  aasaU  bec»  in  tbedeath  of  her  broflMfr, 
who  feil  a  victira  to  a  dsaca^e  tfaafe  piofved 
ftital  ito  sevecal  otbos  of  tbe  cswmumiQf; 
Wbat  was  novr  to  beeome  of  Paneib? 
£lie  Bo.famgier  poBücaaed  a  protectiHr  o£  her 
weakneaa^  Bor  a  md^eaKr  of  i^ovi^ 
£veiy  hcMsr  nmr  teeaied  te  her  with  dan- 
ger, lest  jBßme  .ui^arded  aaemcntn  aaoac 
impoaedjesertioi^  <n%fat  enfpose  the  aeeret 
0f  her  sex,  and  hf  tbia  diaco^ery  beap  aä^ 
^yHSoMl  oimeo^  ^m  her  baad^  .  Wjem  .sbe 
r^aolpdt  1(1:47  fiüwai  tbe  pa^fvd  eaiftenqtf 

wbkh 
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«liebend  her  sieps ?  As a  stranger,  tirbat 
^leftcaald  she  adrance  for  nttempting  tp 
excite  the  eommkpenitiati  of  the  warld? 
Aod  to  C0nfe2»  hecdelf  cith^r  the  dau^ter 
nf  tbe  exäed  Loclndl,  or  to  avofir  that  sbo 
had  k)d  the  anwaitantcd  life  of  a  faandil; 
was  equaHy  ta  steel  the  Iiearts  of  hercoim« 
trjrmen  against  her  «oUcitatioiis.  Wm 
ihe  to  >aeek  the  refuge  of  a  oHiveiit,  its 
gatefrivould^  npon  Ifhe  aame  iafieAogf,  be 
^'hot  4gdin4  hier.  Her  brwi  atmost  mad* 
.^eiied  4tlider  the .  reäections  with  whifih 
Jber  heait  was  bFe«akiHg>  and  ^  oaly  tem- 
j^orai^  «t^ief  finr  her  fediaga  whieh  ah^ 
icaa  oafaUb  of  tasting,  was  to  separate 
herseif  from  the  liorde  in  ^vhich  an  exfcra« 
tirdinaxy  &te  had|ikced  hv^  and  to  derive 
tmngtiyry^ccMnsoktion  from  believing  her- 
setf  to  address  the  sfai^  ^  her  kywd,  fa^ 
ismimted  hn^her,  and  suppßcate  hia  m* 
te^cessmti  kl  her  behdf.'' 

Aa>^^  sb»nger  utti^ed  thesö  woirdsi 
hiä  Yiäoe  falt£iBd,  and  the  wi  paaceteed 
'-'  •■•*•:'.  .  a  tear 


IM 

k  tear  steaUng-  down'lii«  choek. — ^  Pardm 
ine,''  he  said,  ^'  if  my  suspidoh  be  iil 
i^unded ;  büt  I  am  led  to  believe^  faoth 
from  tbe  sulj^ect  of  your  narrative  and 
the  emdfciori  Md^h  which  I  see  you  IdTeeted 
flt  the  raedlecäoB  of  tiie  circumstänoe 
tipoa  ivhich  yoii  are  ■  dwelling,  that  yopi 
are  yoareelf  tfaat  Fenella  wltose  tale  you 
hav€*l>een 'relating.*^ 

The  »traft ger«  wiped  the  tear  Äotn  her 
dieek,  and  in  a  deep»  btit  impte^^^  tone» 
replied-*-*"  Well,  well,  I  confe^s  «lyself; 
you  have  wrimg  the  seörß*' fröni  me  befiMf 
its  time — h\itY\o  txratter;  I  intendeÖto 
have  led  yoa  gradualty  to  its  <3iscIosure  in 
the  progress  of  my  relation ;  biit  you  urast 
have  known  it^oon,  and  I  am  almost  glad 
tiiat  his  reveaied  to  you.  Yes,  my  hasd,*' 
dhe  added,  with  difficulty  checkifig-the 
jdsing  tearis  3B  she  spoke,  ^  tha^  was  a  dayi 
the  day  of  my  bek)V)ed  brother  AleKairier^ 
death,  of  such  mii^ry  as  I  trust  tiat  few 
leides  myself  have  ever  experienoecL" 

A£t&  f  sbort^pause^  Fenelk  pmeeeded 
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— *^  On  OUT  arrival  at  our  new  abode,  we 
found  there  a  few  stragglers  irom  some ' 
othcr  band«  wbo  having  fled  from  their 
Chief,  wkh  whom  they  had  disagreed, 
were  thankful  for  the  permission  which. 
tbey  received  to  join  our  association. 
Amangst  these  was  a  man  in  the  vale  of 
years,  of  a  harsh  but  impressive  counte- 
nance^— to  the  eye  of  consideration  appa« 
rently  more  austere  than  savage  in  dispp- 
sition^ — and.  who  being  instantly  reoog- 
nized  as  an  old  acquaintance  by  Fergus 
Dunbeith«  their  intimacy  appeared  daily 
to  increase,  and  he  became  evidently  the 
fevounte  companion  of  our  leader:  bis 
name  was  Andrew  CampSie. 

"  One'  moming  when  I  had  strplled  to 
the  sea-shpre,  in  order  to  indulge  in  soli« 
tary  meditation  on  my  unparalleled  fate, 
lost  in  reflective  and  anxious  thought,  I 
had  Gast  myself  at  the  fix>t  of  one  of  the 
tocks,  ^  and,  scarcely  conscious  that  I  ut- 
tered  aloud  the  sorrows  of  my  heart — 
*  Oh,  ray  loved  brolher!'   I  exclaiinied, 
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*  hadit  been  the  will  of  Heaven  to  Iiave 
required  my  life  at  the  moment  which 
tentiinated  thy  unfortunate  existence,  I 
had  been  blessed,  and  tfae  last  of  the  un- 
ttappy  race  of  Allan  Lochiel  had  tbus 
been  released  from  the  unjust  persecution 
of  man  1'  As  I  ceased  speaking,  a  slight 
sound  attracted  my  attention ;  and  on 
i^ising  tny  eyes,  I  beheld  the  figure  of  a 
Alan,  with  folded  arms,  whose  countenänce 
tras  bent  towards  me,  in  attentive  obser- 
tätion  of  my  person :  it  was  Andrew 
Campsie. — *  What  dost  tbou  know  of  the 
liame  of  Lochiel  ?'  he  asked ;  *  hpw  art 
thou  connected  with  it?* — ^I  hesitated  ta 
reply,  for  I  was  at  a  loss  how  to  answer 
him,  and  he  again  spoke. — ^  If  thou  art 
indeed'one  to  whom  that  name  beaii  re- 
ferencfe,  fear  not  to  confess  thy  seif  to  me ; 
I  coDld  not  experience  a  greater  satisftc- 
tion  upon  earth  than  in  rendering  a  Ser- 
vice to  a  descendant of  sir  Allan's.' — *  How 
can  1  give  credit  to  your  words  ?'  I  asked. 
i— *  Yöur  surety  is  my  repentanc^*  he  a^d- 
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ed :  ^  i  was  once  sufficiently  a  Yillain  to 
commit  an  injury  against  the  peace  of  sir 
Allan  Lochid,  and  I  could  not  deiive 
greater  satisfaction  frbm  any  circumstanoe 
than  that  of  meeting  an  opportunity  of 
repairmg  in  some  measure  tö  his  descend- 
ants,  the  wrongs  which  I  have  done  to 
their  ancestor.' 

"  The  words  of  the  Speaker  wrapt  me 
in  profound  attention,  and  he  prooeeded 
thus:— *  Did  I  not  hear  you  «peak  of  a 
bfother;  and  still  name  yourself  a  descend* 
ant  of  the  hbuse  of  Lochiel  ?  You  have 
furnished  me  >vith  a  riddle  which  I  cannot 
solve.  Sir  Allan,  whose  fate  there  is  not  a 
being  in  existence  more  sinoerely  moums 
than  I  dö,  was  himself,  with  the  exoeption 
of  his  childb^n,  the  last  of  his  race;  and  at 
the  time  of  his  Separation  from  ihem,'  he 
was  the  &ther  of  only  one  son  and  one 
daugHter.  If  you  are  ihat  son,  who  is 
the  brother  of  whom  I  heard  you  qpeak?' 

"  The  friendship  which  Andrew  pro* 
ceeded  to  profess  för  my  parenl^  atid  the 
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^ntreltties  which  he  used,  to  be  infonndi 
whether  I  bore  any  connexion  to  the  ex- 
iled  sir  Allan,  by  slow  degrees  drew  from 
me  a  secret,  which  I  had»  a  short  time 
before,  beHeved  that  I  should  never  be 
tempted  to  impart  to  any  individual :  but 
the  voice  of  syrapatby  is  a  powerful  Opera- 
tor oti  the  human  heart,  and  the  promise 
of  a  friend  was  so  unexpected  a  blessing, 
to  ä  being  standing»  as  I  was,  alone  in  the 
World,  that  I  eonsidered  myself  &YOured 
by  Providence,  in  having  introduced  to 
my  knowledge  one  upon  whose  protec- 
tion it  appeared  that  I  might,  upon  any 
emergrticy,  rely. 

**  After  this  explanation  had  taketi  place 
between  us,  we  found  frequent  op|)ortu- 
nittes  of  con versing  together  in  private; 
and  amidst  otlier  circumstances  of  which 
be  gave  me  Information,  he  acquainted 
me,  that  uearly  six  y ears  had  no w  elapsed 
since  niy  father  had  paid  the  debt  of  na- 
ture;  and,  repeating  the  iiitimaey  which 
had   oace  subsisted   between  them,  in- 
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forroed  me  that  his  real  name  was  sir 
Jatnes  MCuUoch,  and  tfaat  he  Kad  for  ä 
considerable  time  possessed  the  esteem 
^d  intimacy  of  my  parent,  tili  a  differ- 
ence  of  opinion  in  potitics,  which  he  oon« 
fessed  himsetf  te  have  wannly  maintained, 
and  now  to  repent  of,  had  broken  their 
fiiendship.  He  said  that  I  was  an  Infant 
at  the  period  of  their  dfaccndance,  and 
that  he  was  not  surprised  at  my  total 
ignonmoe  of  his  name,  as  he  doHbted  not 
that  it  had  never  been  mentioiied  in  tbe 
hearing  c^  sir  Allan,  oir  any  of  his  con- 
nexions,.  subsequently  ta  the  time  of  their 
disagreement.       ^ 

"*  I  found  Andrew  Campsie,  for  sa  I 
must  still  centique  tot  call  him,  a  most 
faenefieial  adherent,  as  his^  infiuence  with 
Dunbeith  was  frequently  exerted  to  ex- 
€mpt  me  from  various  acts  of  toil  and 
exercisei  which  I  should  have  been  very 
incapable  of  undergoing. 

"  It  is  now  only  a  few  months  ago, 
since,,  as  Andrew  and  myself  were  one 

H  3  day 
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^j  stroUing  upon  the  sands  near  the  spot 
Where  oUr  first  conversation  had  taken 
plaoe^  and  I  was^  as  I  had  often  before 
done^  dwelling  upon  the .  motives  which 
had  inOpelled  me  to  ent^sr  upon  the  extra- 
ordinary  mode  of  life,  for  one  of  my  sex, 
which  he  had  foqnd  me  pursuing,  I,  £br  the 
first  time,  mentioned  to  him  the  marked 
attentions  which,  as^n  hurable  peasant,  I 
had  reeeived  frotn  sir  Robert  Duadonald 
and  observed  to  him,  as  I  have  already 
this  night  done  to  you,  how  forcibly  mj 
desure  of  crushing  in  the  bud  the  advances 
which  I  feit  him  to  be  making  toward^ 
my  heart,  had  operated  in .  strengthening 
my  indination  to  unite  my  destiny  with 
that  of  Tny  deceased  brother,  in  the  new 
mode  of  tife*  upon  which  he  had  TesolveJ| 
to  enter. 

*'  Circum&tances  of  a  nature  too  weighl 
to  be  trifled  with,  here  impel  me  to  over«^ 
Step,  as  I  fear  it  raay  appear  to  yöu, 
,  lord,  the  prescribed  pßile  pf  virgin  timidity» 
md  explidtly  to  relate  to  you  the  conver- 
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sation  which  that  evening  passed  between 
Andrew  Campsie  and  myself,  after  the 
avowal  which  I  have  just  recotmted  had 
passed  iny  Ups.—*  I  understand  then,' 
Said  Andrew,  *  that  it  was  principally  tO 
withdraw  yourself  from  the  acquaintanoe 
of  sir  llobert  Dundonald,  upon  whom 
you  were  resolved  not  to  impose  yourself 
for  any  eharacter  but  the  one  you  really 
were,  oonsidering  it  impossible  that  he 
could  co^tipcie  to  re^rd  yoa  as  he  ha)d 

• 

befer^  dpne,  when  your  oiigin  wereonce 
disciosed  to  him,.  that  you  resolved  to  eh« 
ter  the  band  of  X>unbeith  with  your  bn?- 
ther?'— *  I  have  already  fuUy  explained 
to  you  that  such  was  the  case/  I  repliedl 
— *  And  you  suppose/  he  rejoined,  *  that, 
notwithstanding  the  imagined  inferiority 
of  your  birth,  sir  Robert's  passion  for  you 
was  so  strong,  that  he  was  prepared  to 
offer  you  bis  band  in  marriage  ?' — ^  The 
expressions  of  virtuous  affection  which  he 
again  and  again  repeated  to  jne,'  I  re- 
turnedt^  '  could  leave  me  ho  doubt  upon 
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tliat  siibject.'^-*  And  had  your  consent  to 
his  wishes  been  consistent  with  the  prin- 
ciples  of  honour/  said  Andrew,  '  I  think 
I  may  gather  from  what  you  have  impart- 
ed  to  me,  that  you  would  have  feit  no 
hesitation  in  yielding  to  his  snit?' — *  I 
feel  no  shame,*  I  replied,  *  in  confessing  a 
virtuous  afiection,  which  I  have  possessed 
suf&dent  resolution,  if  not  to  conquer,  at 
least  to  fly  from.* — *  I  am  tnily  happy,' 
he  answered^  *  that  yoü  have  made  this 
avowal  to  ine,  as  it  enables  me  to  prepare 
you  againsl  a  surprise,  with  which,  if  you 
had  been  too  suddenly  affected,  it  might 
have  overpowered  your  spiriti^  and  cbnse- 
quently  been  the  means  of  exposing  the 
secret  which  you  so  carefüUy  guard.     In 
the  common  dischärge  of  your  duty  to 
Dunbeith,  as  your  leader,  there  is  a  daily 
Chance  of  your  beholding  sir  Robert  Dun- 
donald:  he  is,  and   has  been' for  some 
months  past,  a  prisöner  with  in  the  recesses 
of  these  rocks.' — *  Dundonald  a  prisöner 
of  Dunbeith's !'  I  exclaimed.   /  What  can 

be 
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he  bis  motive  fqr  detaining  him  ?' — *  Tlfe' 
expectatfon  of  a  heavy  ransom,  no  doubt,' 
Andrew  replied,  *  at  least  such  appears 
the  only  ostensible  cause  of  bis  captivity. 
BUt  Dunbeith  has  never  been  explicit 
uppn  this  business  to  imy  individual,  not 
even  to  myself,  who,  I  belieye,  share  the 
greatest  pertion  of  bis  oonfidence.'-^-^*  God 
be  with  hh^  T  I  ^Mukti^d  *  And  you, 
my  fiiend^  I  itnplope  foia,  by  that  S3^pa* 
äiy  which  you  have  clisplayed  för  my 
sufferings,  if  possiUe  so  to  ooncert  mea- 
sures  that  I  may  not  be  impelled  to  be- 
hold him«  What  would  Dundonald  thirik 
of  her  whom  he-  o»ee  esteemed;  were  he 
to  behold  her  in  thb  habit,  and  in  this 
place  ?  There  is  distraction^  in  liie  bare 
idea  ? 

**  Andrew  promised,  if  possible,  to  be 
my  friend-  m  this  particular,  as  he  had^ 
already  lieen  in  various  other  instances; 
end  whien  we  parted,  and  I  retired  to  my 
pallet,  k  was  only  to  indulge  in  reflections 

H  üu  natural: 
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natunJ'io  the  unpreoedented  Situation  in 
iviiich  I  feit  mysel£  placed. 

**  The  wanderings  of :  my.  imaginaüon 
subseqüj^nt  to;  the  period  of  .  my  becoming 
aoqiiauited  wit^/you^:.  brotlneifs  i^ptivitf, 
I  ahidl  Qot|  Qiy )9r^i  exhaust  yoixrpa/deoce 
by  detailiqg^  but  ^nysed^  tp  tbe  ip^itaf  of 
thosexijrcmiffitRIice^:  whicb  Im^  ui^ged  my 
appeld :  tp-  ypur  ints^t,  in  mj  .eiiiu»ct#-»- 
J^my  .w»ks!  .^^sod^i.duHDg  .which  .1 
)i«ard  :n(>  more*  {romi  Andrew  n^Sfiecti^g 
sir  Bobertt^  tha«,  tb&t  herwas/ wdl,  «nd 
bore  bis  fate  without  sufferix^  hm  xaanly 

spirit  tx>  be  depre^sed  by  bis  nnjust  thrid- 
dom.  At  one  of  vßy  cpnyer8ation&  about 
this  time  witfa  Andrew,  I  observed '  bin 
ta  be  unusually  thoughtfulr  a«d  appar^it- 
ly  less  animated  in  speech  than  he  com- 
monly  was :  I  enquired  th^  caude»  4ind 
with  some  little  h^sitation  be  i»plted,4hi^t 
he  did  not  copsider  JDUinbe^tb  to  «me  hi^i 
well ;  that  they  had  been  old  apd  s^nnioe* 
aUe  friends  to  each  other^  and  that  he  had 

lately 
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lately  experienoed  slights  froin  hio],  which 
had  chafed  his  temper,  and  materially 
weakened  the  regprd  which  he  had  once 
bome  him. — *  Had  any  other  man/  he 
conduded  by  aaying,  '  treated  me  as  Fer- 
gtts  Dunbeith  did  last  night,  my  sword 
had  not  lost  a  moment  in  acqufdnting 
him  witb  my  opinion  of  his  oonduct.  Bat 
itis  the  last  time  that  I  will  brook  his 
overbearing  insolence;  I  have  told  him 
so;r  and  it  will  be  well  for  him  if  he  bears 
my  Word»  in  hb  m.mo,y  • 

'^  About  six  weeks  after  this,  and  twelve 
days  from  the  present  period,  Andrew 
gave  me  a  signal  which  I  well  understood, 
inviting  me  to  follow  him  to  a  private 
spoL  I  complied ;  and  when  we  were 
alone,  he  said — ^'The  slight  Services  which 
I  have  been  able  to  render  you  since  the 

oommenoement  of  our  acquaintance,  were,. 
a$  I  have  already  told  you,  perfbrmed  ki 
tepentanceof  aninjury  which  I  once  com-' 
QÜtted  towards  your.parentt  What  I  have 
l)itberto  done,  I  was  enabled  tö  do  without 
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infringing  upon  the  ties  hy  which  I  had 
bound  myself  to  Dunbeith ;  but  bis  ill 
conduct  towards  me  daily  inereasing,  I 
am  resolved  to  sbake  bim  ofi^  and  to  re- 
lieve  my  own  heart  by  an  act  of  justice, 
whicb  can  alone  atone  for  my  past  ims- 
deeds.  Lady  Fenella,'  he  emphatieally 
added,  *  prepare  yourself  fbr  unexpected 
joy ;  I  will  restore  sir*  Robert  Dundonald 
to  liberty,  and  by  exposing  the  villaby 
of  your  fkther's  enemies,  so  firmly  sab- 
stantiate  his  innoceiice  to  the  world,  that 
you  shall  be  acknowledged  the  ttndis!puted 
equal  of  the  man  who  pos3esses  your  d- 
fections;  but  you  must  be  content  to  be 
hnplicitly  guided  by  me  in  the  progress 
ofevttits,* 

*'  It  must  be  almost  needless  to  observe, 
that  this  intelligence  communicated  both 
-  ple^ure  and  exultation  to  my  heart,  and 
I  eagerly  inquired  of  Andrew,  in  what 
manner  he  hoped  to  efiect  the  liberation 
of  sir  Robert  ?  He  replied,  that  the  means 
were  in  his  hands,  but  that  he  wöuld  not 

acquaint 
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ficquaint  me  with  hts  plan^  until  he  couM 
congratulate  me  upon  the  escape  of  tfae 
man  in  whom  my  feelings  were  möst*  in- 
terested,  from  the  present  tyrant  of  his 
fate»    I  enquired  wben  I  might  hope  to 
recei ve  the  gkd  tidings  -of  his  release,  aird 
his  answer  was,  that  he  oould  not  fix  a 
period  tot  the  acconiplishment  of  his  de- 
sign,  biit  that,  the  moment  xt  had  beeh 
.  efiected,  he  woukl  acquaint  me  with  his 
success^  Several  days  passed  on  in  anxiety 
indescribable ;    what   we  most  wish  we 
niost  fear,  and  I  dreaded  the  fitilure  of 
Ahdrew's  plan.    At  length  my  faithfiil 
friend  informed  me  that  Dandonald  was 
in  safety. — *  Heav^n  be  praisedT  I  fer- 
ventiiy  gaculated^  '  DundonaM  is'  once 
niore  in  aafety  within  the  walls  of  Balqüit- 
ther  Castle  T — •  No,.  no,  lady/  replied  An- 
drew, *  not  within  the  walls  of  Baiquitther 
Castle;  it  would  not  be  a  place  of  safety 
£or  him,  unless  his  retiim  to  it  were  at* 
tended  with  certaia  preeautions,  which 

must 
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must  fae  take&  before  fae  can  Venture  tbi« 
ther  in  security/ 

''  I  besought  him  to  explaia  himself, 
and  bis  reply  was  this "^ 

At  this  instant  a  gcsitle,  but  hoUow 
tap,  which  sounded  upon  a  door  similar 
to  the  one  at  which  Faiella  and  the  earl 

■ 

had  entered»  said  situated  immediately 
opposite  to  it  in  the  rocky  wall»  arrested 
their  attention.  The  earl  betrayed  instant 
dread  of  a.  surprise;  Fenella  reassured 
hirn»  by  pronouncing«^— ''  It  can  only  be 
Andnew  Campsie ;  he  alone  is  acqiiainted^ 
with  the  eecistence  of  this  spot." 

Fenella  proceed^d  to  opep  the>  door, 
^tnd  wben  a  male  fotm,^  closeLy.  mufSl^d,  ifi 
a  plaidy'had  entered  tjbe  opartipeiit,  slie 
agam  clpsed  apd  (ecured  it^  by  drawi^g 
acröas  it  t^ree  bolt9».in  like  manper  as  sbe. 
bad:  done  tlytt  bj^  which  sb/e  had  inttv- 
^uced  th«  earl.  - 

A  iewi-minutes  elapsed,  duriqg  wkiflb 
tbe  mani.  diseagaging  h^msel^;  fi[oi|}.  lys 
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plaid,  discovered  a  person  oorresponding 
with  the  description  which  Fenella  had 
given  of  Andrew ;  and  whilst  he  and  Fe» 
neUa,  in  whispering  accents,  interchanged 
a  few  sentences  together,  the  eyes  of  the 
earl  for  the  first  time  glandng  around  the 
apartment,  he  perceived  a  third  door,  simU 
lar  to  the  two  which  he  had  already  ob- 
seryed,  and,  like  tlietn»  secured  with  three 
bolts  drawn  across  at  equal  distances ,:  in- 
rtantly  the  ptediction  of  the  fbrtune-teller 
recurred  to  his  oiind-^ 

i*  Wbere  ttirice  thtec  bolts  uiiite,  bewarer 
r<or  there  is  spread  the  tanglcd  suare/' 

But,  after  the  confession  which  Fenella 
had  jui^t  made  to  him,  he  fbund  it  impo«- 
siUe  for  a  ipoment  to  suppose  that  she 
could  be  his  enemy ;  whatever  she  were, 
he  ooi^d  npt  n&w  do  otherwise  thtui  pa- 
tieiiäy  w^it  the  termination  of  his  ad- 
v^tui^;  fmd  hi«  spirits  were  cheei:ed  b^ 
the  recoUoc^Qi^  of  the  ^eouRigiiig  svaäne 
wbicb  he  had.retitiyed  ftöpsi  tbe  pfoteetlog 
spifit ;of  hi$  mc^t  in  the  Abbot's  cbapelj  an 

the 
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the  morning  succeeding  the  funeral  of  the 
coüntess;' 

Penella  now  advandng  towards  the  earl 
with  Andrew  Campsie,  presented  him  to 
Glenalpine,  as  the  friend  of  whom  she  had 
spoken;  and  Andrew  falling  on  one  dT  his 
knees  before  the  earl,  saud,  that^  were  his 
past  life  alone  tcr  be*  eonsidered,  He  should 
feel  not  only  shame  but  reluctance  to  ap- 
pear  before  a  loyal  and  well-esteemed 
nobleman  like  Gleiialpine ;  but  that  Üe 
trusted  his  present  repentance,  and  tue 
Service  which  he  had  devoted  himself  to 
render  his  house,  woufd  procure  Kim  the 
condeseension  of  the  earl.  To  whicb  ad- 
dress, when  Glenalpine  had  replied  äiat 
the  mani  whoever  he  was,^  or  whafever 
inight  have  been  his  fbrmer  misdeeds, 
^vhofelt  interest  in  the  faVe.ofliis  iHiotber, 
and  had  boldly  adVentured  fbrth  in  bis 
<*ause^  could  not  be  r^rded  with  ilidifl^- 
^ence  by  hlm^  Andrew,  risäfig,  at  the  com- 
mand  of  ttiieear),  from  his  knee,  t^plieä'^ 
'*'  Before,  my  tovd^  I  över  had  the  hbnqar 

of 
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of  beholding  sir  Robert  Duiidonald,  I 
had  expeiienced  the  satisfaction  of  pre- 
serving  the  existence  of  one  of  yoHr  House- 
hold, whose  welfare  I  have  been  informed 
that  your  generous  consideration  for  the 
long-tried  fidelity  öf  your  old  Steward 
causes  you  to  regard  with  considerable 
interest :  the  person,  my  lord,  to  whom  I 
allude,  is  old  Baldrummie's  niece,  Ro- 
bina." 

"  You  preserve  the  life  of  Robina!"  ex- 
claimed  the  earl — "  For  Heaven's  sake, 
explain  yourself 

'^Permit  me,  my  lord,**  retumed  An- 
drew, "  to  take  up  the  narrative  of  past 
events,  at  the  period  where,  I  understand, 
the  lädy  Fenella  broke  off  her  recital  at 

•  my  entrance,  and  every  mysterious  cir- 
cumstance  of  which  you  can  desire  an  ex- 
planation,  will  be  unfolded  to  you  in  the 
course  of  my  detail.** 

The  earl  acquiesced,  and  Andrew  Camp- 
sie proeeeded  thus:— -"  In  Order,  my  lord, 

•  clearly  to  explain  other  circumstancei^  it 
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is  necessary  that  I  should  obtrude  upon 
you  a  Short  sketeh  of  my  own  unfortunate 
history.  My  real  name  is  James  M'Cul- 
loch :  in  tny  early  years,  sir  Allan  Lochiel 
and  sir  Fergus  Dunbeith  were  both  iny 
intimate  iriends»  but  the  greater  part  of 
my  time  was  passed  irr  the  society  of  sir 
Fergus,  for  -  my  inclinations  were  devoted 
to  pleasure,  and  when  my  own  means, 
which  were  slender  for  the  appearanoe 
whieh  I  supported  in  life,  failed  me^  bis 
purse  was  in  the  habit  of  supply ing  the 
deficiency  of  mine.  But  too  keenly  did  I 
eventually  sufier  for  allowing  myself  to 
beeome  bis  debtor. 

**  From  the  moment  that  Dimbeitb  be- 
hdd  the  authority  under  government  with 
whidi  he  had  himself  sued  to  be  invested, 
bestowed  upon  sir  Allan  Lochiel»  his  ha- 
tre4  and  malice  were  excited  against  the 
peaee  and  welfare  of  that  nobleman :  he 
informed  me  of  a  nefarious  plan  which  he 
had  devised  against  bim,  and  demanded 
my  assistance  in  bringing  it  to  maturity. 

Iwaft 
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I  was  already  bis  dependant,  and  a  false 
apprehension  of  poverty  assailing  me  if  I 
were  deprived  of  bis  friendsbip,  added  to 
my  fear  of  tbe  vengeance  to  wbicb  he 
migbt  devote  me  if  I  refused  compliance 
with  bis  will,  tempted  me  to  accede  to 
his  proposals.  And  to  dismiss,  in  as  few 
words  as  possible,  a  subject,  at  tbe  reool- 
lection  of  wbicb  my  heart  experiences  re- 
gret  eqaal  to  tbe  borror  with  wbicb  yom's 
must  be  affected  at  tbe  contemplation  of 
my  crime,  suffice  it  to  coq&ssv  tbat  I 
penned  tbose  letters,  and  produced  tbose 
seeming  preofs  of  Locbiel's  didoyAlty^ 
wbicb  drew  down  upon  bim,  from  tbe 
Ups  of  bis  monarcb,  tbe  unjust  sentence 
under  wbicb  be  suffered  and  died.  And 
tbis  confession  will  fuUy  explain  to  you 
tbe  motive  by  wbicb  my  beart,  now  filled 
witb  repentance  for  my  past  misdeeds, 
has  been  actuated  in  devoting  ifself  to  tbe 
Service  of  tbe  lady  Fenella," 

Sbame  and  oontrition  appeared  to  over- 
colne  Andrew  Campsie  as  be  spoke,  and 

for 
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•  •  .  •  " 

for  a  few  xnoments  he  wandered  abput  the 
place  with  a  disturbed  countenance  and 
agitated  steps. 


CHAPTER  VII. 


After  a  while,  Andrew  resumed  his  nar- 
rative — **  When  Fergus,**  he  said,  "  had 
fiatiated  his  vengeance  with  the  destruction 
of  his  rival«  no  resource  remained  to  him- 
seif  and  me,  whose  fortunes  had  for  a  con* 
siderable  time  been  desperajte,  but  to  de- 
vote ourselves  to  the  plunder  ofthose  who' 
had  been  more  wary  in  the  preservation 
of  their  possessions  than  ourselves;  and 
we  joined  a  band  of  freebooters  in  the 
county  of  Kincardine,  with  whöm  we,  in 
«  short  time,  rernoved  to  the  craigs  of 
Kinnoul.  It  is  not  necessary  that  I  should 
dwell  on  the  account  of  any  transaction 
unconneeted  wkh  that  part  crf*-  xny  history 

ia 
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iü  which  you,  my  lord,  are  interested. 
The  only  act  of  plunder  and  violence,  ac-» 
cordingly,  of  wliich  I  shall  speak,  was  that 
committed  on  the  property  and  family  of 
a  farmer,  natned  Hugh  Stewart»  residing 
in  the  linn  of  Mackarsey,  and  the  father 
of  that  Bobina,  whom  I  have  this  night  al- 
ready  nientioned.    After  our  design  in 
entering  the  house  liad  been  accomplished, 
Fergus  and  myself  were  the  last  who  quit- 
ted  it,  and  as  we  were  on  the  point  of 
departing,  we  discovered  Robina  concealed 
under  some  straw,  in   a  comer  of  the 
kitchen ;  and  Fergus,  whose  disposition  I 
grieve  to  acknowledge,  from  the  intimat^ 
connection  which  I  have  had  with  him,  is 
as  cruel  as  it  is  avaricious,  immediately 
drew  bis  sword,  änd  would  have  plunged 
it  to  her  heart;  but  I  withheld  him  from 
the  savage  act,  and  ultimately  pr^vailed 
lipon  him  to  spare  her  life.     I  have  par^ 
ticularly  noted  this  circumstance,  because 
you  will  find  it  to  be  of  material  conse^ 
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« 

quence  in  the  subsequent  part  of  my  de- 
taO. 

**  Some  time  after  this  transaction.  Dun« 
beith,  apprehensive  that  himself  and  his 
band  could  not  remain  much  longer  in 
security  m  Perthshire,  sent  me,  and  ten 
others  of  our  communitv,  into  Fifeshire, 
with  an  orda*  to  take  possession  of  the 
Devil's  Cave,  of  which  he  described  to  us 
f he  Situation  previously  to  our  setting  out, 
and  commanded  us  to  make.  excursions 
about  the  country,  in  order  to  ascertain 
what  prospeet  it  appeared  to  hold  out  for 
indudng  him  to  transport  himself,  and  the 
remainder  of  his  associates,  thither.  Not 
long  after  our  Separation  from  the  main 
body  of  our  Community,  you,  lady  Fe-, 
tielia,  and  your  deceased  brother,  joined 
the  party,  which  still  remained  with  Dun- 
beith  in  ^Perthshire ;  ,and  at  no  consider- 
able  distance  from  that  period,  Fergus, 
apprehensive  for  his  safety,  if  he  raoiained 
amidst  the  craigs  of  KinnouU  as  bis  retreat 

was 
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was  publicly  known,  removed  liis  band 
ipto  Fife,  to  the  Devil's  Cave,  where  my- 
self,  and  those  who  had  been  depqted  by 
him  to  accompany  me,  were  already  sta- 
tioned ;  and  as  I  have  since  gätliered  from 
tlie  words  of .  lady  Fenella,  we  were  not 
known  by  herseif  and  her  brother  to  have 
been  a  part  of  Dunbeith's  foUowers,  who 
had,  at  his  direction,  been,  for  a  time,  dis- 
united  from  the  main  band. 

**  A  considerable  time.passed  away,  un- 
marked  by  any  event  which  could  interest 
you,  my  lord,  in  the  relation,  when  sir 
Robert  Dundonald  was  brought  a  prisoner 
to  our  stronghold ;  and  the  ransom  which 
Dunbeith  demanded  of  him  proved  so 
immenwse,  that  sir  Robert  spumed  his 
terms,  and  declared  that  he  would  sooner 
dubmit  to  eternal  seclusion  from  the  world, 
tha»  siibject  his  family  to  a  fine  which 
iBÜst  reduce  both  their  futiire  comforts 
and  State. 

•^  Bnt  before  I  had  spoken  at  all  of  sir 
Robert  Dundonald,  I  shouM  have  pre- 
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mised  to  you,  that  on  the  first  arrival  of 
my seifand  my  companions  in  Fifeshire/on 
tßking  possession  of  the  cavems  connected 
with  this  spot,  we  found  in  them  an  ex- 
traordinaiy  resident,  a  man.  whose  ap. 
pearance  conveyed  the  idea  of  a  hermit, 
bowed  down  by  age  and  infirmity;  he 
was  coarsely  clad ;  his  feet  and  head  were 
bare,  and  his  beard,  of  snowy  whiteness, 
Qovered  his  breast,  Imraediately  divin- 
ing  the  purpose  for  which  we  had  been 
attracted  tbither,  he  made  it  his  request  to 
me,  that  he  might  still  be  permitted  to 
dwell  ,on  the  $pot,  which  he  said  had  ^hel- 
tered  him  for  about  half  a  Century ;  and 
my  pjermission  to  that  effect  having  been 
readily  granted  hira,  he  peculiarly  at- 
taehed  hioxself  to  me,  informing  me  that 
I  was  the  only  being  with  whom  he  had, 
for  a  considerable  nurober  of  years  past» 
held  social  converse.  As  our  intimacy 
increased,  I  learnt  that  he  had  once  been 
a  member  of  a  band  of.banditti»  wjbo  had, 
Bt  a  distant  period,  Inhabited  the  same  re« 

treat. 
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treat  in  which  we  were  now  about  to  tue-* 
come  settlers ;  but  that  all  lüs  oompanions 
were  either  dead  or  dispersed,  and  Üwt  he 
had  for  many  yeafs  devoted  himsefiFv&gi  .a^ 
Ufe  of  sedusion  and  repentance;   never-- 
straying  forth  from  the  spot  of  bis  retire- 
ment,  except  to  beg  alms,  or  gather  ber- 
ries  fbr  bis  subsistence.    He  was  veiy  old 
when  I  first  saw  him,  and  in  the  course  of 
a  year  became  so  fragile  as  tb  be  incapable 
of  exertion,  and  confined  himself  aimost 
entirely  to  bis  pallet,   where  hütüanity 
impelled  nie  frequently  to  visit  htm»  and  * 
administer  in  the  be$t  manner  I  wbs  al^e 
to  bis  neöessities. 

**  One  morning,  wben  I  was  sitting  by 
bis  side — *  My  friend,'  he  said,  *  I  feel  tny 
last  :bour  rapidly  apfH'oaching.  Heaveit 
kindly  sent  you  hither  to  clpse  my  ^yi^i . 
Init  foF  your  arrival  here/  thi^  %rm  .hfi4 
probahly  never  been  beheld  by  man  aftair ' 
the  fligbt  d  its  last  breath.  There  is  oitiy 
one  way  by  which  it  is  in  my  powar  tp 
reqiiite  yob  for  the  kindness  whidi  Ibfre 
VOL.  n.  I  reeeived 


leeeived  at  your  hands;  I  am  possessed 
öf  a  secret  with  which  it  may  be  of  Ser- 
vice tQ  you,  at  some  period  of  your  life^ 
tö  be  acquainted,  and  I  will  diselose  it  to 
S^bü,  whilst  yet  tfie  power  of  so  doing  re- 
mainstö  me.*  He  then  enjoined  ine  to 
take  fihe  first  opportunity  which  ocdin^ 
fbr  r^inaining  in  the  cavern  when  my  <5om- 
^anions  were  abroad;  saying,  tHat  he 
would  benefit  by  the  hour  of  their  absence 
ibr  making  the  discovery  to  me  of  whidi 
h^  häd  spöken. 

'  ^'The  desired  c^portunity  was  socm 
giV^n^'^aiid  the  old  man,  widi  feeble  mA 
trembling  Steps,  conducted  me  to  tibe 
roicky 'exd^vation  in  which  we  are  now 
sitting,  iiistructed  m^  where  tö  find  the 
alniöst-indiscCTnible  dpors  by  which' it  is 
elrteiöd;:ahd  in  wbat  manner  to  mo^et^ 
cönoeakd  spnngs  by  wbich  they  cän^alo&e 
he  opetied ;  and  when  lie  föund  me  anffi- 
eieritly -atc^jnainted  with  %he  seeret  to  the 
knowlec^  of  which  he  had  adihitt^  *rae, 
life  tool^  Ifeave  of  theiqK>t  as  of  an  -ijHi  ^tißd; 
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and  retumed  to  bis  pallet.  t^o  tny  Itt- 
qiiiri^  by  whdm  ttiis  ssecret  reoess  had 
be^  eoiistrucied,  aAd  by  what  Means  it 
bad  beeoma  known  to  bim  ?  be  repHed, 
tbat  tbeleadeir  of  a  band  wbich  had  onoe 
inbabited  the  DeviFs  Csye,  but  Wbich 
bad  now  long  been>  dispersed»  and  the 
diid^  himself,  of  wfaom  he  spoke/  mahy 
y<ears  numbered  with  the  dead^  bad  been 
Inj»  ititimate  friend*^  and  tbat  he  had  con- 
fided  to  hiiün  tue  secret  ön  bis  deathbedj, 
in  Uke  manner  as  he  had  tbat  day  imparted 
it  tö  rae.  Tbe  tmdition  of.  its  origidsd 
fordißtiön,  whidi  the  deceased  leadei'  had 
coiiiFQitinieatai  to  bim  at  the  time  of  his 
pladlig  him  in  the  knowledge  of  its  exist- 
ence^  was  tfais  :-^At  a'  very  remiote  period, 
asanguinäry  and  greedy  bandit,  named 
Harold  Hes^,  had  inhabited  jthese  daYei:|ls ; 
tbe  plundtr  oommitted  by  bis  band  'v^^s» 
of  th$  most  süceessftil  kind,  and  thdr 
"M^äth  a^mulated  so  quickly,  tbat  Htf- 
röld,'  ftüring  lest  hss  associates  migfat  eteh 
chSitd  ^neiv  shase  of  ^e  riehes  whicb  4hi^ 
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had  eacb  indiyidually.  assisted  to  anasSf 
and  thus  furnished»  fall  off  firom  tiieir  alk^ 
giance  to  hlm,  and  al]gure  tbeir  presat 
möde  of  life,  determined  to  devise  some 
plan  for  secreting  a  part  of  their  treasuie; 
and  hy  instilling  into  their  minds  a  belief 
that  they  were  eontinually  guffering  rob- 
beries  from  some  ccmcealed  depredators, 
compel  them^  to  persdst  in  thdr  ne&rioits 
praetice»  from  necessity.  At  thia  time 
tfaere  chanced  to  be  in  bis  band  a  mascm 

* 

and  carpenter  of  remarkable  kigenuily, 
and  Harold  baving  eonfided  to  these  two 
inen  bis  plan,  engaged  them,  by  tbe  pio> 
roise  of  great  rewards,  to  execute  tbe  pro- 
ject  which  he  had  devised ;  upon  the  worX 
being  completed,  he  invited  them  into.&e 
secret  excs^vation»  whlch  tbey  had  witb 
Jqog .  and  heavy  laboiir  aceoQfiplisbed»  io 
reoeive  the  reward  of  their  industry ;  and 
when  there,  in  order  to  cut  off  all  posä«' 
bility  of  the  teeret  ever  being  dWuIg!^ 
he  stabbed  them  both  to  the  heart;  and 
ne4;  the .  remotest,  sue^icioii  of  the,  troe 

cause 
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taase  of  their  disappearance  from  tlie  com« 
munity  of  which  they  were  members,  was 
ever  eitertained  by  their  survmug  asso- 
ciates.  This  secret,  Harold  is  supposed, 
upon  his  deathbed,  to  have  entrusted  to 
some  chosen  friend]  and  the  knowledge, 
in  like  mariner,  to  have  descended  from 
one  indiyidual  to  another,  tili,  at  length, 
imparted  to  me  by  the  reduse  whom  I 
have  just  described  to  you,  and  whose 
existenoe  terminated  a  few  hours  after  he 
bad  communicated  to  me  the  disoovery. 
^d  having  thus  accounted  for  my  ac- 
quaintanee  with  this  spot,  I  may  proceed 
with  the  thread  of  my  narrative. 

^^  About  eighteen  months  after  the  pe- 
riod  oi  sir  Robert  becoming  Dunbeith's 
prisoner,  the  latter  one  day  informed  me 
that  he  had  business  in  Edinburgh,  and 
that  I  must  accompany  him  thither  on  the 
morrow.  When  that  time  arrived,  ac- 
tording^to  bis  instruction,  I  assumed  the 
{liabit  of  a  wealthy  country  gentleraan,  and 
^  w<MPe  a  piain  suit,  adapted  to  one  from 
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the  mifldling  rankß  of  Ufe«  Ofi  öur  wi^ 
thither  he  informed  me,  that  having 
l^ned  intelligence  that  the  earl  of  Glen- 
a]pine*s  gamekeeper  was  lately  dead,  b^ 
liad  resolved  to  ofifer  himself  to  supply  the 
Situation;  and  was  now  prooeeding  to 
Edinburgh»  in  order.  to  present  himself  to 
,the  agent  of  the  eaii's  afikins  in  that  city, 
and  that  it  miist  be  my  husiness  to  ^ve 
lüm  a  recoipmaidation  for  the  oflfice,  in 
the  charaoter  of  a  gentleman  of  di^inctios 
Srom  the  North,  with  whom  he  had  for  9 
x^nsiderable  time  resided ^  and  whp  ha4  np 
cause  for  parting  from  him,  but  Ü^t  of 
ciirtailing  his  etstablishtnebt :  ajid  to  my 
inquiity  of  what  purpose  he  Qxeant  tQ  an-  I 
*wer  by  pursuing  this  plan,  he  repUd 
ibat  the  funds  of  our  Community  were 
growing  low;  in  consequetice  of  whiiA 
he  found  thajb  it  would  sbortly  be  tiws- 
sary  for  him  to  accqpt  any  ransorn  which 
he  could.procüre  fox  tke  release  of  m  Bo* 
bert  Dundnnidd,  ifi  order  to  supply  tlie 
neoessities  of  his  faaod ;  but,  that  being  r&*^ 

solv 


175 

solved  to  gain  the  most  which  it  was  po6- 
sible  for  him'  to  acquire  iTrom  the  contixr- 
gency  in  his  power,  it  wa$  his  desigri, 
whilst  a  resident  in  Balqüitfher  Castle,  to 
insinuate  himself  into  the  eonfidence  of 
the  earl's  favourite  domesticsi  and  having 
gathered  from  them  the  extent  of  the  sum 
which  they  believed  6Ienal{rine  would 
produee  for  the  restoration  of  his  brotber, 
to  act  upon  the  knowledge  tfaas  öbtainedi 
for  offering  terms  of  liberation  to  sir  Ro- 
bert on  his  retum  to  the  cavern^ 

**  Having  aocomplished  the  design  for 
which  we  had  entered  Edinburgh,  we 
again  bent  our  steps  towards  Fife ;  and  at 
the  distance  of  a  few  miles  from  Balquit- 
ther  Castle,  we  separated.  I  pursued  my 
way  to  our  hauut ;  and  Dunbeith  proceed- 
ed  towards  the  Castle,  interrogafting  tho^ 
he  met  relative  to  his  road  thither,  in  Or- 
der to  Support  the  character  of  a  stranger 
to  the  country,  under  which  he  had  re- 
soived  to  pass ;  and  to  substantiate  which 
assumption,  he  relinquished  his  northem 
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accent»  and  oonfined  himself  to  the  low- 
land  dialect.' 

*'  Nearly  three  weeks  had  elapsedi  dar- 
ing  which  I  had  heard  nothing  of  Dan- 
beith,  when  early  one  moming,  I  was 
atvakened  by  hearing  my  uatne  loiidly 
prönounced,  and  on  opening  my  eyes»  I 
perceived  him  standing  by  my  side.  The 
moment  he  was  satisfied  that  I  bebeld 
him,  he  called  upqn  me  in  a  loud  and  angry 
voice  to  follow  him ;  I  obeyed,  and  lead- 
ing  me  to  a  private  spot — '  Von  bave 
neariy  been  the  cause  of  my  destruction/ 
he  exclaimed ;  '  I  have  with  dfficulty  es- 
caped  with  my  life ;  and  the  purpose  for 
which  I  entered  the  Castle  is  utteriy  de- 
feated;  curses  on  your  chioken-hearted 
humanity !  The  inherent  folly  of  your 
breast,  which  you  dignify  by  the  name  of 
pity  imd  feeling,  has  been  on  the  poitit  of 
sacrificing  your  friend's  liie ;  may  I  perish 
unrevenged,  if  ever  I  attend  to  your  wo- 
manish  advice  again !'  He  then  proeeeded 
to  inform  me,  that  in  Balquitther  Castle, 
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he  had  most  unexpectedly  met  Robina, 
and  that  he  had  instantly  recognized  her» 
notwithstanding  the  advancement  which 
she  had  made  töwards  womanhood  since 
he  had  last  beheld  her ;  that  he  had  hoped 
ta  have  passed  unremembered  by  her,  but 
that  on  the  first  moming  on  which  he  had 
beheld  her,  she  had  remarked  that  she  be- 
lieved  she  had  seen  him  before,  althoiigh 
she  could  not  immediately  recoUed:  wbere ; 
and  trembling  lest  her  memöry  should  in 
time  fumish  her  with  that  r^eollection, 
which  must  have  proved  fatal  to  his  safety, 
he  had  from  that  moment  resol ved  on  her 
destriMstion. 

^*  FcNT  a  considerabie  time,  he  had  been 
perplexed  in  what  manner  to  efiect  his 
puipose,  but  having  heard  it  wbispered 
amongst  the  servants  in  Baiquitther  Cas- 
tle, that  a  private  affection  had  subsisted 
between  sit  Robert  Dundonald  and  Ro- 
hma,  he  had  writlen  her  an  ambigupus 
letter,  in  the  name  of  sir  Robert»  solidting 
lier  to  meet  him  between  the  hours  of  two 
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mid;ihree  in.th«  racHi^^i^g^  omidst-tlie  rums 
of  H^ß  löoimst^iy.  af  St:  Cytusi  a^juri^ 
her  not  to  divulge  to  ä|ny  imtivii^fd  her 
receipt  o£  tfae  letter.;  wA  a^og,  ttfat  at 
thek  mekätig»  be  woiM  disclftse  tp;  her 
the  cftitse  of  his  1mg  an4;  inyß|tesipng:ab- 
sence  from  the  casXl^  Thi^  iettj^  he  Qon» 
trived  tQ  cbovey  un^«»v?d.  int0.  her 
Chamber ;  an4  iti  exp^ot^tio^  of  h^  arrlval 
at  the  appointed  spOt»  He  pfoee^eded  thi- 
ther  in  the  dead  of  ixigbti  anddiüg a.gi^ve, 
in  which  he  int^ded/to  conoea}  hei  corp^ 
after  he  had  depriml  heif  o£.  existenoe. 
At  the  specified  time,  he  mw.  her,  ap- 
proaching,  and  seizing  her  by  the  hand,^ 
'informed  her  of  Ihjs.  homd^purpose  tot 
which  he  had  inndted  .her  thither;.  m  sfae 
struggled  to  escape  from  hia.  gca^.  he 
poipted  his  dagger  at  her  heaxti  bat  in  her 
effiirta  to  free  herseif frmu  hia  hold^  it.  enr 
^  tered  her  arm ;  and  befolg  he.cpidd  jsepeat 
his  ^km^  he  was  assaikdby.voieeaandtbe 
rj^»»rt  of  a  pistol»  in  con^uence  of  if hidi 
he  fled;  anä  con^ci^iia.  thftt  i^.)viU4]iigr 
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imibt  hb  deteet^d^  not  darikig  to'  rehim 
tö  tbe  caatle^  he  proceeded  to  one  of  tbe 
coneealed  entrances  to  the  cavero.  ^nd 
havil^  gained  its  recesses,  instantly  Üew 
to  impart  to  me  bis  r^e  and  disappoint- 
menV 

Andrefw  Campsie  here  interrupted  him- 
sdf  in  bis  narrative,  to  express  tbe  delight 
wbich  be  experienced  at  Robina  baving 
been  preserved  from  the  b<>rrid  death  with  ^ 
"«^hicfa  sbe  bad  been  tbreatened ;  tmd  the 
eari,  i«  return,  rel^ed  to  bis  coiitpatiidns 
tbe  ppovidential  and  surprising  tAemnir  m 
whißb  her  salvation  bad  been  eflfected«— 
^I  tbink — 1  think,"  falteringly  pronoan-^ 
eed  Fenella,  **  tbat  it  could  be  only  the 
Impulse  of  fiiendsbip,  or  at  m^str  of  a  sis* 
terly  kfi^tion,  wbicfa  oould  impel  Röbiiia 
to  accede  to  the  proposf d  meetmg  with 
Dondonald^,  at least,  the  öxpressio«^  wbieh 
Jbe  i^in  and  again  repeated  to  me^  and 
«alledu^  Heaven  to  witness  theu-  purity, 
fönipt  vnsQ  to  believe  tbat  it  could  not  be 
a  feeling  of  a  more'  tender  nature J' 
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'*  I  have  oboerved  my  Inrother  delighted 
with  the  Society  of  Robina  beyond  that  o( 
any  other  female,"  remarked  the  earl ;  "  but 
n$  they  grew  together  from  their  youth,  I 
never  considered  their  attachmoit  to  be 
any  other  than  that  innooent  afiection 
which  naturaily  arises  in  susceptiUe  hearts 
fixxn  oonstant  interoourse  and  familiär 
habits." 

'^  You  are  aho  to  recoUeet»  lady,*^  said 
Andfew,  **  that  nearly  five  years  have 
elapsed  shice  you  have  either  been  sten 
or  heaid  of  by  binv  and  du  ring  wfaidi  pc- 
riod,  all  traces  of  you  have  been  lost  to 
him.**      . 

"  Tirue,"  rgotned  Fenelhi ;.  **  bat  I  have 
not  forgotten  binn  älthougb  so*  long  a  pe- 
nbd  bas  intei^ened  since  we  have  met,  nw 
has  my  attachment  to  bim  diminished; 
and  sbould  bis  heart  be  transfeired  to  ano- 
ther,  I  wäl  prove  the  sttength  of  my  af> 
fi^QltMj^  for  bim,  by  displaying  mysdf  suf- 
fioiecflly  happy  in  the  knowledge  oi  bis 
fdidty.''  ^^  r.  .  .  V 
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The  earl  warmly  applauded  the  disin- 
terested  spirit  of  his  new  friend ;  and  An- 
drew resumed  his  narrative  in  these  words 
— "  From  this  time,  Fergus  Donbeith 
eridentty  begati  to  withdraw  his  confl* 
dtoce  ftom  me^  and  to  shower  his  favotlr 
on  one  of  the  commumty,  named  Osc&r 
Mtirdoch;  that  he  iVas  a  man  qualified 
by  nature  for  the  execution  of  artfhl  and 
nefarioiis  plans»  you^  my  lord,  have  re- 
odved  substantial  proof ;  for  he  it  was  who 
defrauded  you  of  six  thousand  pound^,  in 
the  assumed  character  of  eaptain  Gordcm^ 
The  attempt  to  deceive  you  out  of  the 
sum  which  yon  had  publidy  offered  for 
your  brother's  restoration,  was  the  very 
purpose  which  carried  him  to  your  Castle,, 
the  fertile  brain  of  Fergus  haying  devised 
Ulis  plan  for  procurhig  a  double  immune- 
ration  for  the  liberty  of  sir  Robert ;  how 
well  he  sueceeded  in  his  villainy^  you  aie 
youiFsdf  already  acqumited. 

**  The  alt^^tion  in  Dunbeitb's  conduet 
towaids  me  diuly  increased,  and  he  did 

not 
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not  only  express  himself  io  silent  nmrks 

of  diq^Ieasure)    but   opeoly  vented  his^ 

«ple^i  aiid  ilUnature»  in  so  gross  a  man- 

ner»  that  one  evening,  when  my  patience 

.had  sustained  a  triaU  be£3re  unknotriito 

•  mei  at  least  from  hitn,  I  resolved  to  be^ 

•^eOTne  the  rescuer  of  sir  -Robert,  and  tbe 

open  avenger  of  tlie  lady  FenelWs  wrongs, 

which  Intention  I  tbat  evening  took  an 

oppcH:tanity  of  imparting  to  her  in  pii^ 

'^IntheOCH^rseofafeWdays,  Isucx^eeded: 
in.  removing  sir  Robert  DundonaH  to  a 
spot  whene  it  was  impossible  th^t  Imöiaii 
means  could  trace  him  put^  and  wi(h<H|t 
tbe  dightest  suspicion  faliing  ou  me  of 
my  having  abetted  his.rescue.  But  nmv 
«ose  my  greateet  difliiculty ;  how  to  com- 
.  municate  to  you  my  goodwill  tewafets 
yotir  bfotber,  or  wMt  means  to  purste 
for  restoring  him  iji:  safety  to  tbe  bosom 
of  bis  family.  I  faresaw»  that  if  sk  Ro- 
bert vrere  permitted  to  retnnr  to  Bldquit- 
ther  Castle  befolg  you  had  beien  wariied 

to 
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io  call  out  your  vassals  in  arms  for  iife 
l^otection,  tiiat  the  band  of  Fergus,  ex* 
asperated  to  madness.  by  bis  restoration 
to  liberty  without  ransom,  would  ventaie 
upon  any  excess  for  revenge;  and  this 
'pwnt  admitted»  how  Was  iitformation  of 
the  trutb  to  be  conveyed  to  you,  whom 
the  repeated  impositions  under  which  you 
had  ktely  suffered^  could  not  but  render 
siispicious  c^the  intelligence  imparted,  by 
any  unknown  person,  who  migbt  intro-  . 
duce  himself  mto  your  pretsence? 

*^  In  tliis  dilemma  an  idea  Struck  me^ 
wfaich  I  imtnediately  commumcated  to 
ihe  lady  Fenella^  and  cannot  sufBciently 
extol  the  promptitude  and  diligenoe  witb 
which  she  undertook  the  execution  of  the 
design  th^t  I  had  conceived ;  it  was,  that 
dse  ahould  yisä;  Balquittber  Castle  in  the 
garb  of  a  friar,  desiring  to  be  shrived  by 
hther  Celestine»  that  her  story  should 
eovoxiose  her  confession  to  the  holy  mm, 
aod  that  whoo.  he  had  Ustened  to  her  de- 
tail 
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tail,  she  sliould  beseech  him  to  exert  Ms 
influence  in  procuring  her  tfae  oonfideiic6 
of  yourloi^ship;  and  that,  having  condnct» 
ed  you  hither,  you  should  leam»  ßfom  th^ 
Ups  of  yoUr  brother»  that  he  was  no  loiN 
ger  the  captive  of  Fergus  Dunbeitb,  and 
himself  well  aware  of  the  precautions  ne- 
cessary  to  be  taken  finr  restoring  him  to 
tbejightofday.** 

Here  ended  the  recital  of  Andrew 
Cämpsie;  and  the  e^pressions  of  gratb* 
tude  with  which  the  beart  of  the  earl 
overflowed  to  the  preserver  of  his  brother, 
Were  not  less  emphatic  than  those  which 
fae  bestowed  on  the  unshaken  oonstancj 
<^  the  unfortunate  Fenelku 

**  But  where,  where  is  my  brother?" 
exdaimed  the  earl;  'Mead  me,  I 
you,  to  him— in  merey  withhold  me^ 
longer  from  his  embrace  V* 

*'  Your  bröther,  my  lord,"  replied  An- 
drew, '*  is  not  far  distant  from  you,  ak 
thöugh  hitherto  unoonsdous  of  your  pmx- 
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imity  to  liim.  That  door,**  he  added»  point* 
ifig  to  the  one  which  had  not  yet  beeii 
opened,  **  alone  divides  him  fram  you. 
The  lady  Fenella  and  myself  judged  it  be- 
Coming  that  you  should  be  made  acquaint- 
ed  with  the  drcumstances  which  we  have 
this  ni^t  revealed  to  you,  ere  you  be- 
held  him,  in  order  that  your  mind  might 
not  be  divested  of  its  composure  by  the 
joy  of  once  more  meeting  your  beloved 
relative,  and  thus  unfitted  for  giving  due 
attention  and  consideration  to  the  detail 
to  which  you  have  been  listening." 

"  Nöw  then^  my  lord/*  pronounced  Fe- 
nella, **  I  shall  for  a  while  quit  you ;  and 
ri^member,  that  whatever  the  re^lt  of 
your  oonversation  with  sir  Kobert  Dun- 
jdonald,  I  shall  ever  remain  inviolably  the 
friend  of  him^who  alone  ever  awakened 
^JHiose  sentinients  in  my  heart,  which,  from 
'^he  hour  of  my  acquaintance  with  him, 
have  been  dead  to  every  other  object;*' 
and  with  an  expressiou  of  countenance 
which  denoted  firmness,  but  equally  ten- 
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dehaess  df  heart;  skfe  then  left  fhe  apart- 

mentf 

Andrew  trimmed  tbe  lamp  up^n  tl^ 
tablfe^*^'  Whien  you  wish  to  s^  nie  agaiii, 
4ity  lord»"  he  said,  '^  sound  with  yow 
knuokles  upon  the  ceatre.of  ithe  do(v  by 
whißh  I  am  about  to  depart,  and  I  will 
immediately  be  at  your  Gommoijd.'* 
'  ^'  But  ixiy  brother,"  t^aculated  the  earl. 

**  Undraw  the  three  bolts  whkh  jsecure 
the  doör  that  I  have  pointed  out  ,to  you," 
replied  Andrew,  "  and  you  will  behold 
him ;"  and  as  he  pronounced  these  words, 
-he  fi)lk>wed  Fenella,  quitting  the  cave  by 
the  door  at  which  he  had  entered  it 

Tl|f  earl  has^ily  undrew  the  bcAtt,  and 
.opening  the  door,  bebeld  the  lojig-Jk)$t 
JRpbert,  sleeping  on  a  couqh  öf  str^w,  in  a 
ß%wü  apartmeht,  wbere  he  h£^  be^n  für- 
^nished  with  every  coHifort  which  Andrew 
haid  \ieen  capable  of  ai&rding  hin).  A 
cheefful  $re  wa$  hlazing  in  the  rüde  cbio}- 
iiey,  a  lanip  was  burning  on  the  talbAe,  wd 
refre^hments  of  various  kinds  iKe<e.placed 
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hy  its  8ide,-i^"  CHi,  my  brother,  my  bixv 
.therP^cdalniecl  l^e  earl»  *'  aws^  ai^ 

bejiold-^ — "" 

The  words  were  electncal  to  the  hesurt 

of  sir  Robert;  an  instfmt  Felea3ed  bin| 
ih>m  tbe  bands  of  sleep,  an^  in  tbe  sapie 
inajtant  he  was  enfolded  in  the  arms  of 
Glenalpine. 

^  Dundpnald  was  alre^dy  apquaiated  wit^ 
the  motive  from  whicb  Andrew  h^d  with- 
held  bim  fix>m  proceeding  to  the  castiie; 
but  he  immediately  expressed  the  great- 
est  stfixiety  tp:  be  pe^imtted  -  to  ^^it  th^ 
jC^vem  in  disguise,  and  remain  s^creted  in 
any  spot  which  nnght*be  sdected  for  bis 
eoneealment,  until  the  vassals  of  bi$  brop 
ther  were  under  arms,  in  order  that  he 
,!might  hirnseif  leia^  tbem  on  to  vengeance 
upon  the  lawless  bandit  at  whose  händp 
böth  bis  brother  and  hlmself  had  been  69 
pnjust  si^erers. 

Theearl  teplied*— **  that,  in  bis  opimon^ 
the  friendsbip  of  Andrew  demanded  that 
every  condeseension  should  be  paid  to  bis 
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fiounsel;  that  he  intended  himself  to  be 
implidtly  guided  by  it,  and  fi»*vently  de- 
sired  that  Dundonald  would  also,  fbr  the 
present^  admit  him  as  the  rule  of  his  ac- 
tions  and  proceedings.*' 

Sir  Robert  could  not  repress  a  sniile 
at  die  natural  timidity  of  his  brother,  and 
requested  that  Andrew  might  be  immedi* 
ately  summoned  to  their  presence,  and 
their  judgments  weighed  against  each 
other. 

**  He  shall  presently  join  us,"  retumed 
the  earl ;  **  but  I  wish  first  to  aequaint 
you,  that  great  as  is  your  debt  of  grati- 
tude  to  Andrew  Campsie»  your  thanks 
are  not  solely  due  to  him ;  there  has  been 
another  ageht  in  your  cause,  who  merits 
your  wannest  acknowledgments,  perhaps 
even  in  a  superior  degree  to  Andrew  him- 
self." 

*^  I  cannot  be  rendered  more  happy,** 
answered  w  Bobert,  ^'  than  in  tendering 
any  requttal  in  my  power  to  whömsoevei- 
has  displayed  the  huihanity  to  be  interest- 

ed 
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ed  in  my  cause.    To  whom  is  it  that  yoo 
refer?" 

**  Pardon  me,  my  dear  brother,"  rejoined 
the  earl,  "  for  replying  to  your  inquiry  by 
advancing  another  to  you.  Teil  me  can* 
didly,  for  the  oonfession  is  of  nioment,  and 
necessary  to  be  made,  is  your  heart  your 
own  ?  is  it  unshackled  by  the  fetters  of 
love  ?" 

^  It  appears  extraordinary,**  answered  sir 
Robert,  *'  that  you  shouIJ  make  that  de- 
mand  at  this  critical  moment;  but  my 
heart  is  open  with  the  joyof  beholdiiig 
you  once  again,  and  cannot  make  any  oon- 
cealment  from  one  whom  it  so  affectionate- 
]y  regards ;  and  let  me  hope,  that  should  I 
cpnfess  to  you  that  my  heart  has  long  been,- 
enslaved,  and  that  you  should  find  the 
being  who  can  alone  constitute  my  hscp* 
piness  to  be  my  inferior  in  the  scale  of 
birth,  you  will  sufier  the  excdlent  quali* 
ties  of  her  mind  to  be  admitted  as  an 
equivalent  for  the  deficiency." 

**  If  my  approbation  be  alone  requisite. 

to 
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to  riender  you  satisfied  with  the  election 
you  have  made,  be  assured,  that  I  not  only 
admire  and  respect  the  object  of  your  af- 
föction,  bat  consider  thal  her  exertions  in 
your  cause  richly  entitle  lier  to  the  re- 
compence  of  yöur  band,**  said  Glenalpine. 

"  You  are  then  acquainted,'*  retumed 
Dundonald»  **  who  is  the  idol  of  my 
heartr 

**  Unequivocally  so,"  answ^ed  Glenal- 
pine. 

**  And  is  it  she  to  whöm  you  refer,  in 
having  been  elBcient  in  pn)curing  me  the 
Uessing  of  approaching  liberty?'*  asked 
üt  Robert. 

••  It  is,"  replied  the  earl ;  "  but  she  shall 
faerself  erplain  to  yoii  ths  Services  she  has 
rimdered  you." 

'^*Oh,  when,  when  shall  I  experibnee 
the  joy  of  beholding  her  ?"  ejaeubited  m 
Kobert. 

/  •*  She  is  neat  at  band,"  retumed  the  eail, 
^  and  I  will  iramediately  reqnest  her  p^r- 
inissioa  tt)t»nduct  her  to  youJ*  . 
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The  rapCure  of  a  benting  heart  was  di»- 
{dayed  in  the  animated  countenance  of  siir 
Bx>bert;  and  the  earl  proceeding  to  the 
door  lipon  which  Andrew  had  directed 
him  to  give  his  signa},  when  be  lequired 
his  retnrn,  it  was  immediately  replied  to« 
by  the  appearance  of  Campsie,  of  Whom 
the  earl  inqyiring  for  the  lady  FetüeUa». 
she  advanced  at  the  sound  of  his  voiee ; 
and  wfailst  Andrew  addressed  himsdif  to 
Dundonald,  the  earl  havuig»  in  a  brief 
manner»  explained  tö  her  what  had  passed 
between  his  brother  and  himself,  led  her 
forward. 

The  satisfaction  which  had  befbre  beam* 
ed  in  the  coantenance  of  sir  Robert«  ndw 
$parkled  in  the  half*averted  eyes  of  Fe- 
neUa;  whilst  the  delight  so  iately  visible  in 
the  features  of  sir  Robert  gradually  yield*. 
ed  toa  mixed  expression  of  consterriation 
ahd  dfeappointment,  as  hk  regahls  fixed 
tbemfielyes  upönthe  person  of  Fenella. 

The  earl  rematked  the  cbange,    and, 
smäing,  said--«''  Thos  batet,  na  doubt,.  de 
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ceives  you,  but  gaze  on,  and  you  vill 
quickly  reoognize  in  this  apparent  youth 
the  lady  Fenella  Lochien  or  if  she  be 
better  known  to  you  by  another  name, 
your  adored  Malvina  Sinclair." 

*'  Malvina  Sindair  here  at  this  mo- 
meiit  P*  exclaimed  sir  Robert.  ^  Merci- 
ful  Heaven !  how  extraordinary  are  thy 
decreee  T 

**  What  means  tlns  amazement? — -In 
Heaven's  name  explain  this  mysteryT 
ejaculated  the  earl ;  whilst  Fetiella,  abash« 
ed,  mortiiied,  and  shrinking  within  her- 
seif, sunk  half-^nting  upon  the  support- 
ing  arm  of  Andrew  Campsie. 

Sir  Robert  raised  bis  eyes  with  a  look 
of  Gontending,  of  indefinable  sensations, 
towards  heaven ;  he  then  suffered  hb  liead 
to  fall  upon  bis  clasped  bandst  and  in  a 
scarcdiy-audible  voice  pnmouneed — **  Ob» 
y-e  blessed  powers !  eould  I  have  beiteved 
that  I  should  ever  have  beheld  Malvina 
£(inolair  again !" 

^  Come,  otftQe,  awake  from  tbis  dream 
i      .  j  of 


of  surpriBe,**  said  Glenalpine»  ^'  and  tum 
your  oontemplation  to  the  happineis  that 
awaits  you,  in  the  pennission  ivhich  this 
amiaUe  being  grants  you  tp  name  your« 
seif  ha:  destined  husband.^ 

^'  Her  destined  husband!"*  echoed  sir 
Robert» ''  her  huaband !— it  is  now  impos- 
»Me  thiH;  I  «dbould  ever  beeome  her  fius- 
band.  •!  tcnow  not  how  we  have  beearled 
into  the  'labyrinth  of  error  in  WIii<^  we 
£0*6  au  stcaying/liut  1  'feel  that  it  beoomes 
me,  miAfT  the  drpuitistances  in  wfandbt  t 
am  ]p3aoed,  to  unveil  the  Irutb.  f  am, 
and  long  haire  been^  the  husband  0lP1BUh 
bina  Stewartr 
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The  consteraation  whiqh  seized  upon  the 
earl.of  Glenalpine  and  the  lady  Fenella, 
at  tliis  declaration  on  the  part  of  sir  Ro* 
bert  I>undonald,  maj  be  easily  imaginecL 

The  short  silence  which  ensued  was 
brokc»  by  Fenella*—-**  This  is  a  moment," 
shesaid,  *'  in  which  the  afi&irs  of  the  heart 
are  secohdary  to  the  great  ooncern  of  liie 
and  honour.  I  have  already  averred,  that 
no  ^contingency  oould  deprive  sir  Robert 
Dundonald  of  my  friendship ;  let  us  then^ 
for  the  present,  proceed  only  to  condder 
how  it  were  best  to  act  for  his  preserva- 
tion,  and  the  punishment  of  his  enemies." 

"  I  kno w  not,"  replied  sir  Bx)bert,  **  how 
to  express  myself  to  ybu  in  terms  becom- 
ing  your  magnanimity  of  heart,  and  dis- 
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interested  fiiendship:  but  I  ha\re  an  ex« 
planation  to  make."  > 

•*  Which  I  will  not  at  pmsent  •  heac, .  if 
ev€r  I  should  be  tempted  to  attend  to  it/' 
replied,  FeneUa:;  "  I  will  not  at  thistime 
take  sh^e  iti  any  con versation  whicfa  doeä 
not  treat  of  tht  important  bujsiness  in 
queätipn." 

**  And  ;I  will,  upon  only  one  condkion»; 
accede  to  jy^ur  kind  determinäti^P/'  re- 
tumed  sir  Robfert;  •*;that  you  wi)l  con- 
sent immediately  to  quit  t^ijs  place,  and^ 
that  bablt,  so  111  assotted  tothe  feminine) 
graces  pf  ycHir  Meart,  and  öonsentto  ac-. 
cept  »y  bpp^iei^s  -castle  as  ybur  asylum». 
witbin  the  walls  of  which,.yQü  may,  un-* 
restr^ined,  return  to  tbat  ^büracter  to^ 
which  you  were  bcwn  to  add  lustre,  and' 
whidi  it  must  have  beeil  a  stem  [necessäy 
to  havei compelled  you  to  relinquishl'j  r.v  ? 

Tbe  earl  warmly  seconded  tbiä.  propo* 
sei:;  and  FeneUa,  without  eitber  declmingr; 
iheix  ittvitation,  or  promising  to  accept  it,: 
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again  urged  hüeif  eompsnions  to  be  bricf  in 
expressing  their  opinion  of  the  eourse 
whidi  imto  best  to  he  pursued,  as  the 
hiömirig  wouM  soon  dawn,  and  it  was 
higbly  necesasey^  that  whoever  weie  to 
kave  Hie  cavern,  should  quit  it  before  the 
Ught  of  day  was  in  the  heavens. 

In  Opposition  to  the  judgment  of  Cämp- 
w,  inds  the  lears  6f  the  earl,  sir  Robert 
»tili  warinly  wged  for  liberty  to  depart ; 
fearkigi  as  faesaid,  that  if  the  pres^it  op- 
portunity  for  quitting  the  cavems  were 
denied  htm,  he  ihight  be  deprived  of  the 
satis&ct&on  of  leading  on  in  person  the 
armed  irasaal«  of  his  brötW  i^au^st  the 
enemi^f»  ^  his  liberty  and  peace.  He  ap- 
pealed  to  itlie  ftidy  FeneSIa  to  seoond  his 
aüit«     •:>''»■ 

.iffibe  jBsppeaü^  ^aaxious  for  lihe  gmlifica« 
tion  ö£  Ins  wiah^  ^d  iDqmFed  of  the  «arl, 
if  nhe ;  u^iiteitodk  bis  safe  ^»mduct  to  the 
oasäe  in  dssgoise»  whetber  it  weve  not 
pofisabie  for  Itts  wtem  to  it  to  ibe  retained 
. ,  '  aecnet 
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secret  from  tbe  housefaiold,  tili  every  pre- 
paration  had  been  effected  for  the  deter- 
mined  attack  ? 

The  eari  repKed  —  "  that,  with  thö 

exception  of  bis  old  steward,  Baldrummie, 

upon  whose  fidelity  be  oould  stake  bis  life, 

aud  wbo  xnust,  during  tbat  period,  be  tbe 

attendant  upon  Dundonald's  wants,  in  bis 

private  apartment,  it  was  not  requii^tte 

that  any  one  sbould  be  acquainted  witb 

bis  baving  once  more  become  an  inhabi« 

tant  of  tbe  jcastle— ^a    precaution  which 

he  esteemed  it  judicious  to  take,  notwith- 

Standing  tbe  impHeit  faitb  whieb  be  bad 

always  found  bimself  jtjstified  in  placing 

in  bis  vassals  anä  domestics,  the  import- 

ance  of  tbe  present  concem  rendering  tbe 

exertion  of  every  possible  foresigbt  not 

less  commendaWe  tban  provident,** 

These  points  being  arranged,  Andrfew 
Campsie,  wbo  still  appeared  to  apprebend 
that  tbere  migbt  be  dang^r  united  witb 
sir  Äobert's  too  preiftaturely  enierging 
from   his  present  security,  yielded  a  balf- 
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reluctant  consent  to  äcodmpany  the  lady 
Fenella  to  the  entntnce  which  opened 
lipon  the  forest,  communicating  with  the 
foot  of  the  Black  Height,  in  Order  to  ex- 
amine  whether  there  were  any  observers 
lurking  nigh,  before  they  perraitted  the 
earl  and  his  brother  to  ascend ;  for  them- 
selves,  they  were  careless  of  besng  seen 
abroad,  for  it  was  too  common  fbr  the 
members  of  the  band  to  prowl  by  night, 
either  in  pairs,  or  in  smaÜ  parties,  to  ex- 
cite  suspicion  if  they  were  eneountered 
by  any  of  their  own  Community. 

Previously  to  their  departure,  Andrew 
extinguisbed  every  lamp  which  had  hithe- 
to  been  buming  in  the  cave,  with  the  ex- 
ception  of  one,  which,  from  a  siender  wick, 
emitted  only  a  faint  ray ;  and  this  he  placed 
in  the  inner  recess,  which  had  been  the 
retreat  of  sir  Robert  Dundönald,^  siiffi- 
cient  light  now  existidg  in  the  rocky 
apartment  only  to  exhibit  forms,  bot  not 
to  distinguish  countenanoes,  w  Bcaxcelj 
persons. 

«Ijudge 
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•*I  judge  this  an  unwecessary  ppecau- 
tion,^  Temarked  Fenella,  as  sheperceived 
thebusiness  upon  which  Andrew  was  en- 
gaged ;  **  as  this  spot  is  known  only  to 
ourselves,  it  will  not  be  approached,  and 
thus,  whether  our  friends  be  left  in  light 
or  in  obscurity,  must  be  immaterial." 

"  It  may  be  so ;  and  such  undoubtedly 
we  have  every  reason  ta  suppose  is  tlie 
feet,**  answered  Andrew ;  "  but  too  much 
care  never  can  be  used  in  a  case  of  dan- 
ger."   .-  ^ 

The  earl  applauded  his  caution,  and  sir 
Robert  arged  his  fiiends  to  expedition  in 
their  proeeedings ;  and  it  having  been  de- 
ternained^  that  when  tfaey  had  taken  the 
survey,  which  was  the  object  of  their  pre- 
sent  departure,  Andrew  should  remain 
upon  watch,  at  the  mouth  of  the  ascent 
into  the  forest,  and  that  Fenella  should 
alone  retum,  and  oonduct  them  to  the 
surfaee  of  the  earth;  and  it  having  also 
been  premised  by  the  cautious  Andrew, 
that  the  earl  and  his  brother  should  main- 
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tain  a  strict  sUenoe  whilst  fdiowkig  the 
footsteps  of  Fenella  in  their  passage  tbro' 
the  bofiom  of  the  röck,  they  qiiitted  the 
place. 

^s  they  prooeeded,  Andrew  imagined 
that  he  observed  a  streak  of  Ugfat  to  dart 
across  their  path ;  but  its  mötion  was  so 
rapid,  tbat  it  had  vanished  before  time 
had  been  given  him  to  point  it  out  to 
Fenella»  who,  on  her  part,  paid  little  at> 
tention  to  bis  remark,  having  perceived 
him  to  be  a  character  of  by  no  means  an 
uncommon  nature — ^possesäed  ö£  the  most 
undaunted  courage  in  acta  of  warfäre  and 
of  danger,  but  nervous  and  timid  in  trans* 
actions  which  required  akill  aiid  öollectiop 
of  mind. 

They  had  continued  to  advance  only  z 
few  moments,  when  Fenella  aloiost  be- 
lieved  that  slie  herseif  made  an  Observa- 
tion similar  to  the  ofie  which  Andrew  had 
just  communicated  to  her,  that  he  bad 
imagined  himself  to  have  bebdd;  but, 
doubtfui  whetfaer  her  sehses  had  debeived 

her, 


SOI 

her,  and  unwilling,  even  if  it  had  been 
a  reality,  to  make  a  confession  whicfa 
might  increase  the  already-awakened  ap- 
prehensions  of  Campte,  she  did  not  cotxv* 
xnunicate  her  idea  to  her  companion. 

As  they  drew  near  the  entrance  upon 
the  forest,  Fenella  ehancing  to  be  in  the 
^advance  of  her  friend,  began  first  tö  ßs- 
€end  the  steps,;  she  had  nearly  reached 
the  t<^,  virhen  a  sound,  resembliug  that  of 
a  few  woirds,  uttered  in  a  half-raised  and* 
stifled  Toice^  strack  her  ear:  she  listenedi 
attentively^  and  di«tinctly  hearing  the 
asoiind  of  footsteps,  coneUided  that  it  coiild 
only  have  been  Andrew  suppressing  a 
eough^  to  whieh  he  was  fearfulof  giviug 
freedom^  Still  she  moved  qq^  and  baviug 
feached  the  entrance,  she  issued  forth»  and 
fbünd  that  the  ^^rkness  of  tlie  atmo- 
spher^  wliich  was  now  more  densely  loaded 
: with  heävy  clouds  than  even  it  had  been 
at  the  period  of  her  introducing  GlenaU 
pine  into  the  cavem,  iendered  it  impos-^ 
sible  for  her  to  discem  objects^  even  at' 
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the  sfaortest  distance — a  circumstanoe 
which  she  feit  enconraged  to  hope  would 
oonstitute  the  unequivoqd  safety  of  the 
brothers  in  their  way  to  the  Castle« 

She  remained  at  her  Station  awaiting  the 
arrival  of  Andrew,  and  was  surprised  that 
he  came  not  The  moments  passed  into 
iTiinutes ;  a  considerable  nutnber  of  these 
had  already  elapsed,  and  still  Andrew  did 
not  appear.  Her  suspieions  now  grew  to 
alarm  ;  she  recoUected  what  Campsie  and 
herseif  had  both  imagmed  conceming  the 
streaks  of  light  darting  across  the  rugged 
p«thway  of  the  rocky  passage;  she  re- 
membered  also  the  footsteps  which  she 
had  heard  whilst  ascending  the  stairs,  wd 
which  she  now  believed  had  sounded  mpre 
he*t^ily  than  those  of  her  companion. 
What  could  detain  him  ?  She  wished  to 
call  upon  him  by  name,  but  dreaded  lest 
the  sound  of  her  voice  might  be  heard  by 
any  individual  besides  himself,  and  a  dis- 
cov^  of  her  purpose  in  being  th^re  be 

thus 
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tnus  obtained.  With  increasing  anxiety 
she  still  lingered  at  the  mouth  of  the  cave, 
and  when  nearly  a  quarter  of  an  hour  had 
ekpsed,  and  Andrew  did  not  join  her,  un- 
able  to  eontrol  her  feelings,  she  began  to 
retrace  her  way  to  the  secret  cavem. 

She  had  descended  the  steps,  bat  had' 
proceeded  only  a  short  distance  from  them,, 
when,  on  turning  the  point  of  an  angle,, 
she  again  'beheld  the  approach  of  a  feint 
fight,  and  at  the  sanae  moment  heard  the 
sound  of  voices  and  of  ß)otsteps.  Concei v- 
ing  that  there  conld  be  no  one  near  her^ 
exeept  members  of  the  band,,  as  no  stran^ 
gers  had  ever  ventured  to  approach  the 
haunt  of  the  banditti,  she  quickly  hid 
herseif  behind  a  projeetion  of  the  rock,  in 
Order,  if  possible,  to  discover,  unseen,  who 
they  were,  and  what  their  purpose  in  be- 
ing  there: 

lii  a  short  timei  drawing  near  to  the 
spot  where  she  was  cöncealed,  as  they 
spoke,  she  heard  one  of  them  say— -"An- 
drew is  safe  enough ;  it  will  h0^  a  busy 
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nighfs  workfor  him,  if  be  is  Me  to  bmtl 
away  fix>m  his  chains  by  the  moming." 

**  I  am  satisfied  that  he  is  secure,"  re* 
plied  the  other ;  ^  proceed  therefore  tore- 
peat  to  me  what  you  faave  seen  and.  oveN 
heard  this  night." 

The  voice  of  the  first  spealcer,  Fenella, 
with  a  trembling  heart,  reoognised  to  be 
that  of  Oscar  Murdoch^  and  his  compamon 
she  believed  to  be  Fei^gus  himself.  Her 
ideas  were  not  faHacious, .  and  ere  we  pro« 
ceed  to  reeount  the  evjent  of  tiieir  appear- 
ance  on  the  spot  where  we  now  find  theiHi. 
ive  must  relate  the  cause  by  whidu  they 
had  been  brought  thither* 

Ever  since  Dunbeith's  enoounter/witli 
Robina. in  Baiquitther  Castle,  he  had,  as 
we  have  ah'eady  stated,  looked  with  an 
eye  of  hatred  upon  Campsie^^on  acoount  of 
his  having  formerly  been  the  intercessor 
fol>  hßv  life,.  wheb,  if  his  own  bloody  pur- 
fofie  had  at  that  tiine  been,  executed,  he 
vf  euM  have  been  spared  the  iboitification 
ofl)eholding  her  wilfain  die  Walls  of  Bei- 
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^nitther»  wherö  her  unexpected  presenoe^ 
bäd  utterly  defeated  tßose  pkns,  for  the 
purposeof  elcecuting  whicb  he  had  entered: 
witliin  them^ ;  and  since  that  period,  Jm 
farour  had  fallen  on  Murdocbr  and  Mur* 
doch,  satisfied  to  obtain  advantages,  what* 
ever  the  Channel  through  which  they  were 
procured»  had  hastily  become  bis  sedulou$ 
släve.. 

From  the  i3|öment  of  sir  Robert  Dun» 
donald'ä  disappearance  fix>m  the  cell  in. 
tvhich  Dunbeith  had  held  him  piiisöner,. 
the  suspicions  of  Mürdoch  had  üßien  upon< 
Andrew  Campsie  as  having  been  aiicessary 
to  bis  escape;  and  judging  by  the  high 
estimate  at  which  he  himself  held  the 
friendship  of  Fergus  that  it  must  be  an 
unhealed  wound  in  the  breast  of  Andrew 
ta  have  beea  dismissed  from  that  confiden* 
iial  intercöurse  with  Fergu«  to  which  he* 
had,  tili  of  late,^  been  soMy  admittei]^  he 
doubted  not  that  Andrew  would  leave  no^ 
Bieans  untried  to  revenge  tfaemortification 
which  he  had    endured;.  consequently,.. 
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ftom  the  hour  of  sir  Robertos  suppösed 
escape  from  the  Devil's  Cave»  the  watch' 
ful  eye  of  Oscar  had  pur^ed  Andrew  at 
every  hour,  and  at  every  tum ;  and  he  had 
that  night  succeeded  m  traei»g  his  steps^ 
and  gaihing  a  knoirledge  of  the  secret 
veiqess  ofwhichtheej^istencehad,  tili  then^ 
reposed  in  the  single  iH^east  pf  Campsie. 

This  Information  he  had  no  söoner  gain^ 
ed,  thau  he  flew  to  report  il^tö  Pergiis,  re- 
eomniending  him  instantly  tö  sumnion 
his  band,  and  regain  his  prisoner  into  his 
power;  but  the  treachety  so  comraonly 
exercised  by  the  members  of  unlawful 
eommunitres  towards  each  other,  rendered 
Dtirib^h -wary  of  crediting  so  vagüe  a 
.  repott,  without  a  stable  foündation  for  its 
bdief ;  and  placing  his  band  on  the  hiltof 
bis  dirk^  in  order  to  be  assured  that  it  was 
safe  in  his  girdle,  cotnm^mded  Oscar  to 
eonduct  him  cautiously  to  the  teceä  (£ 
which  he  had  made  the.discover|r,  that  his 
senses  might  r&seive  convietion  ^  the 
truth  of  his  tale,  before  he  proceeded  to  act 
upon  bis  intelligence. 

Thr 


207 

The  door  of  the  secret  cayem  towafds" 
which  Murdoch  led  Dunbeith,  was  that 
by  which  Andrew  and  bis  companion 
were  to  päss  out ;  as  they  arrived  within 
its  vie w, '  they  beheld  it  partially  open^ 
but  the  faint  glimnniering  c^  the  light 
which  now  alone  was  burning  in  the  in- 
ner recess,  tendered  them  unabLe  to  distin-* 
guish  wjip  was  within ;  and  as  Andrew 
alone  spoke»  whil$t  directing  the  brothers 
in  what  manner  to  conduct  themsdves  on 
the  retum  of  their  guide  to  the  entrance 
upon  the  forest,  they  conjectured  Andr^ 
and  sir  Robert  to  be  the  only  persons  in. 
the  apartment. 

As  Fenella  and  Andrew  came  fbrth» 
Oscar  and  Dunbeith  retired  into  the  shade,. 
to  avoid  beiflg  seen  by  them,  and  in  retum 
lost  the  opportunity  of  observing  them. 

"Andrew  must  be  seeured,''  said  Fer- 
gns,  th^  moment  he  believed  them  to  "be 
out  of  hearing — "Andrew  Hiust  be  se? 

cured,,  and  all  the  rest  is  easy." 

Oscar. 


Oscar  was  provided  with  a  dark  lantern, 
and  Dunbeith  directed  bim  to  turn  the 
transparent  side  outwards,  in  örder  that 
they  might  gain  some  knöwledge  of  the 
path  which  it  was  necessary  for  them  to 
pürsue  to  overtake  Campsie ;.  MurdocH 
obeyed,  and  cautiously  following  the  steps 
of  the  unsuspecting  Andrew,  they  sprang 
npon  him  at ,  the  foot  of  the  st^ps  which 
Ibrmed  the  ascent  into  the  forest,  and 
Dunbeith  havingrauffled  his^cloak  round 
his  head,  ifi  order  to  prevent  his  cries  frora 
being  beard,  Murdbch  seized  his  arms, 
and  dragging  him  towards  a  cell  in  which 
they  were  accustoraed  to  confine  prisoners 
whom  "Öiey  could  not  bend  into  compli- 
anee  to  their  will;,  ehained  him  to  a  ring 
wfaidi)  was  infixed  in  the  fioor,  closed  the 
door,  and  left  him. 

At  the  moment  they  were  i^in^  ret Urn- 
ing to  the  vaulted  passage  leading  to  the 
secretcavem  ftom  the  spot  where  they 
Siad  left  Andrew,  Fenella  bad.  taken  her 
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concealed  Station  behki4  a  projeetion  of 
tfae  rock. 

**  How  do  we  prooeed  about  sit  JEio* 
bert  ?"  inquired  Murdoeh ;  '*  sfaall  I  iwh 
in  and  finisb  bim  at  onoe  ?^ 

**  No,  by  Heaven,'*  replied  Dunbeitii ; 
**  with  this  band  will  I  sacrifice  him^in  re* 
venge  ibr  the  disappointment  wbidb  I  in* 
curred  in  tbe  Castle  of  Glenalpine.  Lend 
me  your  sword — I  have  only  my  dirk  ;and 
^oüld  Andrew  have  ann^  bim  with  any 
nlöre  pot^it  weapkm,  he  migbt  obtian  the 
mastery  over  me,  tot  bis  aim  is  good  and 
bis  arm  streng ;  loid  bis  dause  ii^  mareotöc 
bäcked  by  beavy  provocation)  which  oever 
fails  to  add  nerve  to  the  heart  änd  ainew 
to  the  band  of  man.'* 

With  a  beavy  öatb,  Hurdoch  regretted 
tbat  be  likewise  faad  no  weapon  upon  Mm 
except  bis  dirk,  bat  proposed  going  in 
quest  ofa  sword  for  Duhbeitb. 

**  No,  no,'*  replied  Fergus ;  •*  by  quitting 
tlüs  spot  for  a  ringle  instant,  we  nray  lose 
all  chanoe  of  revehge  upon  one  fram  wfaom 
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I  hlive  long  perceived  that  it  is  in  vain  to 
expect  a  satisfactory  ransom;  his  blood» 
tfaerefore,  shall  pay  me  for  the  maintenance 
which  I  have  for  twenty  months  past  af- 
forded  him.  I  am  never^  without  my 
plans,  and  I  will  teil  you  how  skilful  ma- 
nagement  may  supply  the  place  of  power- 
ful  arms.  When  we  have  advanced  fo  a 
Short  distance  froraf  the  door  of  the  recess, 
I  will  secrete  myself  behind  a  fragment  of 
the  rock ;  you  shall  then  go  forward,  and 
beckon  to  sir  Robert  to  come  forth.  By 
the  dimness  of  the  light,  he  will  jiöt  be 
able  to  distinguish  yoa  fh>m  Andrew. 
Aflter  he  has  joined  yoü>  proceeä  «lowly 
along,  and  as  he  foQows  you,  at  the  mo- 
ment  he  ia  in  the  act  of  passing  the  spOt 
where  I  shall  lie  hid,  I  wiH  spring 
upoii  him  and  plant  my  dirk  in  his 
heart.'* 

"  It  is  ably  devised/'  retumed  Murdocb : 
**  I  will  be  cautious  to  keep-  a  few  paces 
hefore  bim;  but  beware  that  you  take 
your  aim  at .  the  second  ma,n  who  passes 
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you,  or  my  life  may  become  the  säcrifieey 
and  your  enemy  escape  the  toil»;" 

*^  In  Order  that  I  may  be  secure  in  my 
proceedings,"  answered  Fergus,  **  I  must 
choose  a  spot  for  my  hiding-place  near  the 
door  of  the  recess,  that  I  may  be  guided 
by  the  Kght  which  glimmers  from  within 
in  taking  my  aim." 

"  You  can't  be  wrong  if  you  only  i^e 
member  to  strike  at  the  seeond  man,"  re* 
jouied  Oscar.  • 

"  I  will  be  wary,"  replied  Fergu« ; 
"and  now no more words, lest  we be  over- 
heard  by  our  victim :  I  will  retire  behind 
the  first  pröjection  upon  the  path,  near 
which  thelight  from  theapartmentglanceis, 
and  when  I  am  behind  it,  beckon  forth 
Dundonald.'* 

'"  EROugh,**  replied  Murdoch ;  and  they 
moved  cautiously  towards  the  secret  ca- 
vern. 

With  a  heart  palpitating  with  föar  and 

agony,  Fenella  pursued  their  Steps.  What 

could  she  do  to  rescue  61enal|m)e  and  his 
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brother  frotti  the  hands  of  thelr  nrarderers  ? 
for  the  di$coyeiy  of  the  ewl  in  eompany 
vith  mr  Bobctt  would,  she  douhted  not, 
cause  the  de&truction  of  both;  Were  she 
siiifideiitly  bold  to  cry  out,  and  forewam 
^lem  of  the  danger  to  whidhi  they  were 
about  to  be  expoeed,  the'  knowledge  of 
thehr  situaticm  coüld  render  them  ho  as^ 
sistanoe,  aa  they  wäre  both  unarmed,  and 
thus  unaUe  to  defend  thdr  lives.  A  sud- 
den,  a  wild  idea  entered  her  bräiri,  and 
with  a'  silent»  but  fervent  prdyer  to  E^- 
ven  to  asatst  her  eause,  sbe  resolved  to 
essay  it  Sfae  accordingly  still  jMüi'sued 
tbdf  Steps,  mid  when  Dunbeith  bad  taken 
his  Station  behind  a  projecting  angle,  she 
iiem^ned  standing  on  the  opposite  slde'  of 
the  path,  a  few  paces  nearer  the  entt'ance 
to  the'  forest.  In  a  few  seconds  shö  per- 
ceived  Osdur  approadi  the  döpr  of  the 
apartm^nt,  and  make  a  signal  for  those 
i^ithin  to  venture  forth ;  immediately  she 
saw  a  form  which  she  was  uncertafn  whe» 
ther  to  dedde  |hat  of  the  earl  cht  wr  Ro- 
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berf^  Step  «utiausly  out ;  and  vskeii  he 
had  done  so»  Murdoch  keefnoig  his  eye 
upon  Im  intonded  victim,  nio>red  towards 
the  spot  where  'Danbdth  was  eoncealed : 
at  the  mofoent  he  was  ön  the  point  of  pass« 
ing  it,  Fendla  glided  before  him,  and 
walked  slowly  forward ;  another  kistant 
placed  Murdoch  opposite  to  Fergus— he 
beheld.  in  liim  the  second  passer-by,  and 
rushing  upon  hwa,  plunged  his  dagger  in. 
to  the  häurt  of  his  nefarious  ally. 

"  Oh,  tnercifiil  God !  it  is  Mufdoch 
whom  you  have  wounded;  yeu  have 
älain  your  friend ;  curses  on  your  erring 
hand  r  exd^Hmed  Oscar,  and  «unk  &kiting 
to  th^earth. 

^  Ah,  Murdoch  ["  ^gaculated  Fei^gi^^ 
^why  did  you  not  keep  the  situatient 
whieh  it  was  agreed  fot  you  to  hold  V     * 

At  the  Arst  sound  of  Oscar's  voice^  wt 
Robert  i^w  badk  to  Jthe  cavera,  bbsA 
snatching  up  the  laoip,  Instantiy  retunied 
with  it  to  the  i^xlt. 

^  I  bäudd  üny  error^'*'  ^eomilänued  X>un* 
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heithfis  the  g^aring  light  disp|ayed  td 
hioa  the  dying  features  of  his  oou&derate  ^ 
^*  but  it  is  not  yet  too  late  to  avenge  thy 
de%tb»  sind  satisfy  my  own  vaoigeance  like* 
wise:  tbis  blow,""  he  added^  i^nosing  as 
he  sppke  the  band  in  whidi  he  bore  bis 
gory  difk — **  this  blow  shaU  requite  us 
bpthr 

The.  feeble  and  trembling  Glenalpine  in 
yam  endeavour^d  to  grasp  his  arm,  and 
withhold  bim  from  approacbing  bis  un- 
armed  brother ;  as  well  might  he  haveen- 
deavoured  to  repel  the  impetuous  torrent 
in  its  foaming  course ;  but  tbe  attempted 
struggle  afibrded  a  momentaiy  impedi- 
ment  to  tbe  execution  of  his  bloody  de- 
sign,  and  the  permitted  mpment  was  not 
l^st  by  tbe  discernmg  and  cLesperate  Fe- 
nella ;  with  the  rapidity  <^  the  ligbtning's 
ßsiShj  she  snatched  the  dirk  of  the  {aÜen 
O^^^ar^fj^m  his  girdle,  and  at  the  instant' 
I)uBbeitb  was  därting  his  blow  at  Dun* 
donald,  buried  it  in  his  breast 
•i  *^  Mdl  J— furies  r  buret  in  hbrrible  and 
::  -    '  incoherent 
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incofaäretit  äocents  from  tbe  Ups  of  Dun« 
beith ;  and  utterihg  imprecatidns  dreadfui 
to  the  ear  of  humahity,  sunk  \^dteiiiig  iti 
his  blood  üpcMQ  a  frigment  off  the*:  rode. 
.  **  Fenelk !— presenred;  by  thee  r  6j6cu<^ 
lated  sir  Kabert.  "  Oh,  gldripus/tvöman ! 
what  do  I  ow^xto  thy  friend$hip  and  forti- 
tude!" 

"  AUhoiigh  long  an  unwUling  ttieipber 
of  a  profession  to.  which  a  blind  destiny 
drove  me,"  said  Fenella,  "  never.bas  ray 
band,  tili  this  moment,  been  stained  with 
the  blood  of  human  being ;  but  I  trust, 
nay,  I  feel  satisfied,  that  the  fro  wns  of  Hea- 
ven  will  not  descend  upon  ä  deed  like  this." 

*^  I  cannot  speak  my  feelings,**  pro- 
nouneed  sir  Robert — **  sentiments  of  which 
language  is  incapable  fiU  my  heart ;  they 
are  too  oppressive  for  restraint,  and  yet  I 
ean  devise  no  words  to  clothe  thenii  in.** 

The  earl  advanced  towards  Fenella,  and 
clasped  her  in  his  arms. — **  Forgive  me,** 
he  Said,  **  but  I  must  fold  you  as  a  sister 
to  my  breast" 

..:  ::j  "By 
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^^y  any  »amc  bat  that,*'  retumed, 
Fendüb^  ^'  I  am  yoiirs  in  troe  devotioo  ; 
that  name  I  abjure-^firt^idiAip  is  the  no« 
blest  Mtitiment  of  the  hunan  heart»  aad 
I  will  not  degrade  my  late  action  by  ac- 
knowled^g  it  under  ßny  other  title.** 

In  rapturous  joy,  tbe  earl  imprinted  the 
pressure  of  gratitude  on  the  band  of  his 
tored  brother's  preserver.  Sir  Robert 
ätoed  apart,  lost,  as  it  appeared,  in  a«  ab- 
iftraetien  of  bewildered  thought 
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When  a  sufficient  degree  of 
fbr  consideration  and  actk>n  was  testored 
to  the  durviving  characterc;  of  our  dm. 
ma,  it  was  fuUy  asoertained  that  the  spf* 
rits  of  their  enemies  had  fled  tfaeir  now« 
senseless  fbrms^  and  by  the  advioe  of  Fe- 
nella»  they  provided  tliemselves  with  ad« 
ditional  lights,  and  prooeeded  to  aeek 
Andrew  Campsie,  of  the  spot  of  whose 
confinement  she  had  gained  a  toleta^dy* 
aceurate  idea,  from  the  conversation  which 
«he  liad  overheard  betweeh  the  kte  Dun- 
b&th  and  his  accomplice. 

From  Fenella's  knowledge  of  the  ca-^ 
venkSf  she  with  little  dif&cully  led  the 
way  to  the  dungeon  where,  in  agoviy  un- 
utterable,  cbained  hand  and  foot  to  the 
roeky  'floor,  lay  Andrew  Campsie;   he 
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greeted  their  entrance  with  an  acclama» 
^ion  of  the  wildest  joy,  and  Uie  despair  with 
which  they  had  found  him  overwhelmed, 
was  at  least  equalled  by  the  delight  which 
he  expressed  at  their  safety,  and  the  oon- 
quest  which  they  had  obtained  over  their 
oppressoirs. 

A  few  minutes  served  to  restore  him  to 
liberty,  and  bis  counsel  then  was,  that 
they  should  remove  the  bodies  of  Fergus 
and  Murdoch  into  the  secret  cavem, 
where  he  considered  it  impossible  that  any 
of  their  band  could  discover  them,  as  it 
was  evident  that  they  had  not  possessed 
any  oonfidential  partidpators  in^  the  biisi- 
ness  of  the  night,  to  which  they  had  them* 
selves,  through  the  Unterposition  of  Pro- 
vidence^  fallen  saarifices ;  and  that  hav- 
ing  done  so,  they  should  proce^d  to  Bai- 
quitther  Castle,  in  order  to  concert  mea- 
sures,  as  well  for  exonerating  the  fame  o£ 
the  lady  Feiiella's  parent  from  the  Stigma 
under  ii^hich  it  now  laböured»  as  dso  £>r 
defending  themselves  in  fiitui^  a^inst  the 
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ajktacks  of  the  bahditti  who  inhabited  the 
Devirs  Cave.  He  reinarked  that  he  was 
fearless  of  their  being  encountered  on  their 
way  by  any  of  the  band^  as  the  dawn  of 
day  being  now  in  the  heavens»  they  would 
be  retired  tp  their  haunt,  ,to  enjoy  that  re- 
pose  which  they  seldom  tasted  düring  the 
dead  of  night:  in  compliance»  however, 
with  tbe  request  of  the  anxious  eatl«  sir : 
Robert  consented  to  ^nvelop  himsdf  in 
the  fri^'s  garb  which  had  formed  the  dis« 
guise  of  Fenella  on  her  visit  to  the  Castle  i 
and  an  additional  plaid  was  prooiimL  for 
Glenalpine»  which  served  alike  to  defend 
him  from  the'  morning  dews,  and  to  pror 
tect  bis  person  from  Observation. 

Tbes0  arrangements  being  made,  and 
Andrew  having  seCured  the  Springs  by 
which  the  doors  of  the  private  cavern 
could  alone  be  opened»  ^hey  ascended  to 
the  surface  of  the  earth.  The  first  tints  of 
early  dawn  were  as  yet  only  streaking  the 
grey  sky^  and  the  morning  mists  threw 
ßii  ob^curity  over  the  scene,  which  rendered. 
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the  eye  unabk  te  pieroe  to  any  consider« 
able  distanoe. 

They  proceeded  in  silenoe«  tili  they  had 
nearly  reached  the  Abbofii  cbapel:;  they 
weite  here  s^luted  by  the  soimd  of  voices» 
and  as  they  contiaued  to  advance,  upon 
the  very  spot  where  the  earl  had  parted 
frotn  Akck  Fergusoti»  he  fo^mi  him  and 
old  fialdrummte  anxiously  awaiting  bis 
return.  They  expressed  the  liveliest  joy 
at  beholding  bim,  but  i^he  presence  of  his 
unknown  eon^anions  checked  the  over- 
flöwings  of  their  satisftctioii ;  and  tiie  earl, 
aqpprehensi  re  of  tbe  wäd^  rejoicings,  whidi 
he  was  oertain  that  Baldrammie  wonid 
evince  on  beholding  air  Robert,  attracting 
the  attention  of  any  passengerwhom  the 
obfecurity  of  the  hour  might  sliade  ftom 
their  view,  did  not  diselo^  to  tbe  faith^l 
Steward  the  long-lost  treasure  wbidi  he 
was  mipporting  on  bis  arm,  tili  they  had 
enteired  an  apattment  In  the  eästle. 

Bäldrammie  eould  not  speak,  bis  joy 
eoliM  enly  express  itself  in  tears  and  ges* 
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tures;  and  on  being  made  foriefly  ac-* 
quainted  with  the  events  of  the  night,  he 
feil  lipon  hk  knees,  and  kissed  älteroately 
the  hands  and  feet  of  Andrew  Campsie 
and  the  lady  Fenella. 

When  sorne  degree  of  trasiquillity  was 
restoued  to  the  minds  of  the  friendly 
group,  the  earl  prevailed  upon  the  lady 
Fenella  to  place  herseif  under  the  care  of 
Mi^.  Baldrummie,  and  receive  at  her  hands 
those  iattentions  and  Services  which  her 
sex,  aiKl  the  extraordinary  exertion  that 
she  had  lately  been  enduring,  could  not 
but  render  highlj^  acceptable  to  her  feel- 
ings. 

**  U^ot  to  avail  myself  of  the  kindness 
whieh  you  offer,,  would  make  me  appear 
insensible  to  the  iaterest  whieh  I  am  sure 
you  take  in  my  aecommödation,''  she  re- 
plied;  "  I  will  the^efore  prove  to  you  that 
I  feel  grateful  for  your  friendship,  by  not 
hesitating  to  accept  if 

"  Sleep  soiindly  and  securely,  deir  lady/* 
Mid  Andrew;  '^  our  late  companiöns  !can 
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have  no  idea  of  the  spot  of  our  preserit 
retirement;  as  Dunbeith  and  Murdoch  are 
likewise  lost  to  them,  they  will  consider 

* 

US  absent  with  them  upon  some  expedi- 
tion,  to  which  we  have  been  conducted 
by  our  late  leader.** 

Fenella  now  bade  a  friendly"  good-night 
to  all,  which,  with  the  exeeptiön  of  sir 
Robert,  was  retUrned  to  her  with  the  una- 
nimous  voice  of  cordiality  and  aflection ; 
with  bis  band  clasped  to  bis  head,  he  sunk 
lipon  a  chak  in  a  distant  comer  of  the 
apartment, 

After  so  long  and  painful  a  separati<»), 
the  earl  and  Dundonald  could  not  easily 
relinquish  each  other*s  society,  and.their 
old  and  faithful  servant,  Baldrümmie^  was 
permitted  to  remain  tbeir  companion ;  and 
after  some  topics  immediately  connected 
•with  the  events  of  the  night  liad  been 
discussed,  the^  earl  reverted  to  the  confes- 
sion  which  sir  Robert  had  made  to  him, 
of  bis  being  the  husband  of  Röbina. 

Baldrummie  listened  tö  the  wonk  of  sk 
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Robert  with  an  attention  which  almost 
endeavoured^  to  pieree  into  bis  soul,  as  he 
repeated  the  avowal  of  bis  raarriage ;  be 
Said  ^bät  He  had  long  loved  Robina»  and, 
fearful  tbat  bis  motber  sbould  deny  ber 
consent  to  tbeir  Union,  on  account  of  tbe 
inferiority  of  her  birth  to  bis  own,  and 
still  i^n^ble  to  live  in  bappiness  with  bim- 
seif,  without  secnnhg  ber  bis,  he  had  pre- 
vailed  on  her  privately  to  give  him  her 
band;  a  mutual  agreement  having  been 
made  between  them>  tbat  the  i^ecret  sbould 
be  inviolably  maintained  by  tbem  both 
tili  the  decease  of  tbe  countess. 

**  Ob  raerdfa'  God!''  exclaimed  Bal- 
drumn^ie,  in  a  vdce  cönvulsed  with  agony, 
"  wbat  ha*  I  dune^t  Tbe  sin  is  a'  my  ain ; 
yeV  fautless ;  on  ns^  &'  the  crime  and  tbe 
punishment !  I  am  a  wicked,  a  miserable 
auld  man !  I  coulcl  teär  my  grey  hair,  and 
rend  my  beart  i*  tbe  pangs  o^  my  nxisery 
and  repentance;  :  Ob  God  äbune !  wbat 
can  I  do  ?  wbat  can  I  say  ?  I  canna  cry» 
*  Thy  will  be  dune  !*  for  I  ha*  assisted  to 

L  4  frustrate 


S24 

frastrate  thy  decrees  and  dispensations. 
Oh»  wae*fl  me!  mifierabH  miserable  auld 
man  !**  At  tbe  conclüi^km  of  this  i^iostro- 
phe,  he  burst  into  a  violent  flood  of  tears» 
ttnd  anhnation  appeared  almost  to  forsake 
his  firame. 

Hb  extraordmary  eonduct  e^ally  sur- 
prised  and  akrmied  tbe  brothers»  soid  tbey 
^mestly  and  impatiehdy  be»>ugfaA  iäm 
to  explain  his  words. 

**  1  camM  speak,"  he  replkd,  *^  I  ^nna 
think,  ^  ye  answer  me  yae  question. 
The  diurch  has  imde  ye  ye»,  bot  I  trusi, 
I  trust  and  ptayr  that  tha  afieetion  o'  yer 
bearts  is  tbe  only  iinioB,  beyond  tlaie  bmids 
o'  rdi^n>  that  subasta  betweai  ye  ?" 

•*  Robina  ia,  as  yet,  my  wife  <mly  by 
name,  if  it  is  this  partieulsur  whiqh  yoii 
wish  to  have  regölved,"  returaed  the  agi- 
tated  »r  Robert. 

<<  Oh,  God  be  praised !  God  be  pi^isedr 
ejacubtted  Baldrummie ;  *^  boundleaa  iü  Im 
mercy,  en^ess^  his  gooduess  to  his  eieated 
beings :  bis  beneficence  bas  preserved  jye 
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bäith  fni'  misery,  fra'  destraction»  fra'  etert- 
hal  torment  Oh»  my  guid  maister,  the 
truth  maun  be  disclpsed  now ;  but  be  na 
alartned,  bear  the  will  o*  Heaven  manfully 
^~Robiiia  is  yer  ain  sister.'* 

The  surprise  and  eonstemation  witH 
which  the  brothere  wcre  afiected  at  this 
diselosure  ön  the  part  of  Baldnimmi^, 
may  be  readily  conoeived,,  and  with  th^ 
tnost  anxioiis  soiicitude  they  bescHight 
inm  to  explain  the  extraordinaiy  confe»- 
ision  wbieh  he  had'  just  made  to  them; 
with  wbich  request  Nidholas  Baldrummie,. 
Bfbet  a  few  minutes  given  to  reooUeetion 
and  the  ooin]psure  of  his  feeüngs,  com*- 
jHiied  to  die  foUowing  efifect. 

The  lata  earl  of  denalpine  had»  as  we 
hare  al'ready  been  informed,  been  the  fa- 
ther  of  twd  sons  only,  named  David  and 
Robert.  David»  as  we  haye  also  seen»  w^ä, 
firom  bis  iaisaiey,  of  a  delicate  and  fragile 
Constitution;  whilst  Robert»  an  the  eon^ 
tnery,  was»  fram  bis  birüi»  robust  and 
liieahky;  bat  äs  an  exampk  that  theW 
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nore  of  Ufe  is  equaU  j  precarious  with  the 
'  strong  9S  with  the  weak,  about  the  period 
tbat  Robert  had'  attauied*the  tenth  month 
t>f  his  1^,  he  was  seized  with  an  illness, 
which  in  a  few  day s  hurrted  him  to  the 
grave. 

With'  the:  exception  df  his,  surviving 
jaon,  th^  earl  of  Glenalpine  had  no  male 
relatives  but  distant  one^  and  between 
these .  and  himself  a  point  of  law,  which 
had  been.many  years  in  agitation,  had 
sown  an  implacable  hatred^--a  sehtdment 
which  exiated  with  such  strength  ip  the 
breast  of  the  earl,  that  he  would  sopner 
have  behdd  the  meanest  beggar  in  possesr 
sion  of  hts  name  and  domains,  tha^i  haye 
died  ander  the  conriction  of  their  descend- 
ing  to  those  whom  he  abhorred*  To  thia 
end,  fearing  that  tlie  £fe  of  David  migfat 
be  of  but  short  duratic»!,  änd  also  betievr 
ing  tliat  the  years  of  hi^oountesis  could 
gi ve  him  no  expeetation  of  an  increaae  of 
progaßy,  he  formed  the  resoluüon  of  su1>- 
^tituting  some  Qtber>  child  in:  äie  place  of 
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the  deceased  Robert,  who»  in,  tfae  event  of 
David's  death,  might  prove  a  bar  to  the 
success  of  bis  faated  relatives.  Baldrum» 
mie  alone  was  made  tbe  confidant  of  bis 
plan ;  and  Baldrummie,  in  compUance 
witb  tbe  wishes  of  bis  revered  matter,, 
prevailed  upon  bis  $ister,  and  ber  busband^ 
Hugh  Stewart,  to  permit  tbeir  son,  wbo 
was  of  tbe  same  age  as  tbe  kte  iRobert^ 
and,  like  bim,  also  possessing  a  robust  and 
healtby  Constitution,  to  be  substitnted  in 
bis  stead ;  and  by  tbe  skilftil  managemfent 
of  Baldntmmie  and  bis  wife,  in  intro- 
dudng  tlie  young  stranger  into  tbe  castle^ 
and  privately  interring  tbe  lamented  be. 
ing  whose  place  be  was  called  upon  to 
supply,  Üie  circumstance  was  effected  un* 
known  to  any  of-^be  secondary  members 
of  tbe  earl's  bousebold. 

In  retum  fbr  tbeir  dondescension  to  bis 
desires,  tbe  earl  porebased  for  Hugb  Stew*> 
art  and  bis  wMe,  a  smaU  but  fruitful  estate 
in  tbe  ^inn  of  Mackaiisey,  wbidi  tbey  bad 
heretofore  only  rented,^  and  wberie  äiey 
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ulttmately  met  an  UBtimdy  graTe»  frotB 
the  bari»rity  of  FetgQs  DuDfaeith  and  his 
«avaging  band ;  and»  during  thcir üfietime, 
they  fmjuentlj  reeeiTcd  iavitatkms  ifom 
Glenaljdne  to  risit  Balquittlier  Castle, 
vrbere  they  beheld  their  transiplaBited  off- 
«pring  under  tbose  restrictums  wteßh  were 
prescribed  by  Proridence  and  the  peeuliar 
Situation  hi  whkh  they  wete  p)abe<^ 

Here  ended  tbe  short  narralive  of  Bai- 
drummie,  for  the  tnith  of  whieb  he  «o- 
thorised  them  to  call  upon  &Üt&t  Geks- 
tme,  who,  with  tbe  exoeptlon  of  hkaseli 
bad  idone  been  priTy  ta  tbe  fiimseal  oi  tbe 
real  lSx)bert  Dundonald. 

*^  Un^ortunate  that  I  am  !'*  ecsäaimed 
'Kobett— **  I  am  tbm  idike  nuiBeiafole,  either 
88  Dapdonald  or  Stewart.  Tbelady  Fe- 
nella»  I  bc  sitate  not  to  cei^ess;  at  one  pe- 
ti0^  of  my  life,  poasesseä  a  greatec  dc^ee 
<)f  ihfluence  over  my  senses  than  stnj  olher 
woman  whom  Z  h^re  eve^  kaornrn;  but 
when  all  tracea  of  her  häd  fer  maily  years 
teen  lost  to  ne»  and  I  jtid£^  that  I 
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shottld  nev€r  behold  her  agtdn»  my  r^gard» 
turoed  themselves»  in  reparation  of  zny 
loss»  to  the  mild  and  engaging^  virtiies  of 
Rot»na»  Now,  now  they  are  both  lost  ta 
me.  I  value  not  tfae  privation  of  wealtb 
or  title ;  and  in  Bobina,  as  a  $ister,  I  pos- 
sess  a  treasure  of  sy rapathizing  affection ; 
but  can  a  hope  exist  within  n^y ,  breast, 
thi^t  the  lady  Fenella  Lodiiel  will  ervee 
acöept  the  band  of  the  simple  Robert 
Stewart?" 

Tbe  earl  appeared  absorbed  ^n  thought, 
and  a  silracse  of  some  mimitQs  ^isued;  il> 
i^as  at  lei^h  broken  by  Gleoalpk}e.-r 
"  I  think,"  he  said^  ••  that  I  am  too  weil 
aoquainted  witb  the  noblepesa  of  hdy  Fe«- 
n^Ua's  mind^  to  belieire  that  any  Discovery 
which  does  not  afifect^  the  piinciples  of  bis 
faeart^  can  withdraw  her  regards^  £(Qia  th^^ 
man  whom  sbe  h»  once  boqapured  with 
her  e$teem.  At  a}l  evmt^  my  brother«^ 
&ft  a»  radh^  I  ever  must  and  abaU  Goasider 
you««r-at  all  evebts^  9et  ydur  heart  at  re^ 
.^JFcnfilk  shall.be  youi»,? 
ir.L  The 
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The  «rf  forbore « to  enlarge  itpon  tlife 
dedaration  which  he  had  made,  or  to  ex- 
plain  the  ideas  wKich  were  passiYig  in  his 
ihindy  and  proceeded  to  relate  to  Robert 
the  dreadful  State  into  which  his  sister 
had  been  thrown^  by  the  alarm  whidi  she 
had  received  on  the  night  of  her  encoun- 
ter  witfa  Fergus  Dunbeith,  amidst  the 
ruins  of  the  inonastery  of  St.  Cyrus,  wd 
the  absenoe  of  mind  with  which  she  had 
since  that  period  been  a£9icted. 

Baldrcnnmre  proposed  that  her  brother 
ahould  Tisit  her)  bdUeving  that  his  pre^ 
sence  niight  t-ecall  her  scatt^red  senses,  t^ 
his  tvife,  he  said,  had  fre^uently  disfin- 
guished  her  to  be  dwelliftg,  in  scärcelyi- 
audible  murmufs;  on  his  name ;  and  add- 
xng,  that  he  did  not  judge  it  hnpossibltf,  ; 
as  Fergi^s  had  invtted  her  to  meet  him  in 
the  name  of  sir  Robert  Dundonald,  tliat 
i^e  might  suppose  hitn  aoquunted  with 
his  fiit»;  and  that  her  alarm  fbr  Ms  safety; 
togetiier  with  her  entertaining  this  suspx- 
üon^.  might  be  the  foundation  of  her  pre- 
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sent  mdlady.  Her  brother  and  tlie  e&tl 
concurred  witb  hitn  in  opinion»  and  im* 
mediately  sient  the  Steward  to  give  intl- 
/xnation  of  their  intended  visit  to  his  wife. 
The  light  of  day  was  now  in' the  hea- 
vens,  and  on  entering  the  Chamber  of  Ro* 
bina,.  they  found  her  attended  by  a.  female 
domestic  and  the  affeetionate  Mrs.  Bai- 
druiymie.  She  was  sitting  in  her  bed, 
with  her  eyes.fixed  on  yacancy,  and  sweet- 
ly  chanting  a  plaintive  ditty,  which  she 
had  been  aceiftstomed  to  sing  to  the  lat& 
countess;  and  the  beams  of  the  sun,  as. 
they  faintly  glanced  on  her  pale  but  lovely 
countenance,  displayed  her  features  ani- 
mated  with  all  the  fervent  expression  of 
a  sorrowing  Madona*.  She  regarded  them 
not  as  they  ap|»roached  her^  tili  Hobert 
took  her  band,,  and  in  ihe  genüest  acqents 
addressed.  himself  to  her.  Robinaturned 
her  eyes  upon  him  with  a  steady  gaze,  a 
fidnt  smile  qtiivered  on  her  lips,  placidity 
appeared  to  retum.to  her  countenance, 
and  OQinposure  to  her  voice.«— ^'  I  knew— J 
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knew  yoü  weFe  hi  heavetn''  she sai^,  ''and 
that  I  shcHild  one  daj  tnöet  you  tbere; 
the  bkssed  hour  is  come,  and  we  shall 
part  no  more;'*  and  as  she  oeased  speaki 
iii^  fibe  sunk  fiiinting  oo  his  breast. 

Qn  reviving)  Robina  appeared  com- 
poaed  and  happy :  her  eyes  were  first  b«it 
^pou  Hobert  Stewart; ;  frcm  him  they  w«i- 
deited  to  tiie  earl,  and  thente  to  Üie  other 
persons  whom  the  s^rtn^nt  contained.-^ 
**  Oh»  how  happy  I  sttn,**  she  sald,  "  that 
w^  should  foe^  on  f hiis^  Ue^sed  spot  f  Thi$ 
moment  t^compeiises  me  for  all  my  mt^ 
ferii^.'*  Aipd  it  was  not  withcnst  omsi- 
defaUe  ddfficttTty  that  she  cottld  be  osz^ 
'?ineed  that  slie  was  still  lipon  that  earth 
from  which  she  had  believed  hersdf  re- 
-mov^d;  and  when  tbe  tmth  became  ap- 
pauent  to  ber»  .with  ah  ardeut  and  eloquenit 
g^ze  at  Robert  Stewart,  she  faurst  intd  4i 
flood  of  teofS^         ^ 

The  earl  coosidei^  it  nccessa^  liat 
the  vebaücfttt  ivt  wbkh  she  ^ood  fb  Robert 
ihoakl  be  komedhitely  di^oiMed^  to  bor; 
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but  jttdg^jE^  that^  in  her  pre^ent  wcak 
statet^  it  was  req^isite  tbat  tbe  trutb  shpuid 
be  unfblded  to  her  by  a  gradual  and  cau^- 
tious  procedure,  be  proposed  to  Robert 
^  that  they  sbould  retire  ftom  tbe  apart- 
mmt,  and  submit  tbe  execution  of  the 
arduous  task  tx>  her  unde  and  auirt  SaL- 
drummie. 

On  quittiog  tbe  obamber«  they  repaired 
to  tbe  private  apartment  of  tbe^rl^  wbkh 
they  had  no  sooner  eutered»  tban  Glenalr 
pine,  claspiog  Robert,  to  bif;  breast^  said-«> 
*^  As  biothars  have  we  from  wfyx^y^  lived 
together,  as  brotbers  bave  -we  loved;  and 
rej^ected  eacb  other^^  and  let  tfaia  embr^ce 
aasare  you  that  we  are  brothers  <st^l.  As 
a  brother  I  shall  ev^  coDtinuei  tq^  eoBsider 
you;  and  tbat  you  are  not  actually  £^, 
^hall  never  be  known  to  a  Single,  indivi- 
dual  be$ides  those  already  aoquainted  with 
_  that  secret,  except  tbe  lady  Fen^a  I<ip€sh- 
.iel;  hers  is  a  beart  of  auch  inestlniable 
>voi;th,  that  it  were  a  sin  of.  the  bJackfüt 
-¥l}pgnkii4ß  to  uofo^^  pn  her  a  d^e^on/' 

''  And 
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•*  And  upon  reflection,*'  replied  Robert, 
*'  I  dare  almost  venture  to  hope  that  the 
interoession  of  a  friend  like  yourself  may 
ppove  her  the  dismterested  being  whom  it 
wottld  glad  my  soul  to  find  her.'' 

•*  Dismiss  your  doubts  of  her  future 
oonduct,'*  ahswered  the  earl ;  **  for  mysdf, 
I  have  never  entertained  any.  And  now, 
after  the  repose  which  nature  requires  for 
her  refreshment  has  been  taken  by  yoii, 
prepare  yourself  to  accompany  AndreW 
Campae,  whom  it  becomes  us  in  foture 
to  know  only  as  sir  James  M'Cttlloch,  tb 
the  king ;  and  having«  on  your  part,  sought 
redress  of  majesty  for  your  past  wrongs, 
and  your  companion  having  presented  his 
elaim  for  the  restoration  of  the  lady  Fe- 
nella  to  her  rights  and  title,  retum  hither, 
and  I  doubt  not  to  greet  you  with  tidings 
which  shall  smooth  with  joy  your  future 
oourse  through  life." 

The  impatient  Robert  permitted  hitn- 
'  seif  only  a  few  hours  to  prepare  for  his 
joumey,  and  the  sun  was  scarcely  in  tbe 
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meridian  of  heaven,  ere,  acoompanied  by 
sir  James  M'CuUoch  and  a  numerous  train 
of  armed  domestics,  he  9et  out  on  bis  way 
to  the  residence  of  the  king  at  Holyrood 
House ;  but  resolutely  refusingi  at  his  de- 
parture,  to  bid  farewell  to  the  inistress  of  . 
his  heart— "  I  will  never  see  her  again^" 
he  Said  to  the  earl  at  partihg,  '^  unless  she 
condescends  to  receive  me  as  her  destined 
husband,  Should  she  refuse  me  the  only 
boon  upon  which  I  consider  Hie  worth 
Holding,  we  have  beheld  each  other  for 
the  last  time.*' 
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CHAPTER  X- 


On  t^ek  «rrival  ak  the  eoiurt^  the.  reeeption 
of  SLobert  Stewiirt,  in  tlie  qhariicter  of  the 
youDger  biotlier  of  Gimal^ne,  was  of  tbe 
mo$t  flatterUg  natuxe ;  and  searcely  tbree 
daya  wäre  permitted  tq  pass,  ese  he  was 
provided  with  a  military  etcoit»  destined 
to  attack  the  fireebooters  in  their  streng- 
hold  in  the  Devil's  Cave ;  of  which,  at  his 
own  particular  request,  the  command  was 
permitted  to  sir  Robert  himself. 

Midday  being  the  hour  at  which  the  ban- 
ditti  were  most  usually  to  be  found  in  their 
haunt,  was  the  season  appointed  for  his  at- 
tack ;  and  having  stationed  detaehed  par- 
ties  of  his  force  in  those  situations  by  which 
he  apprehendedthey  mightattempt  toefiect 
their  escape,  and  used  no  inconsiderable 
caution  in  approaching  the  mouth  of  the 

cavern» 
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cavem,  the  unsuspecting  hsLtiA,  overpo^r- 
ered  by  the  uuinber  of  their  assailants, 
and  the  surprise  with  which  their  tmex- 
pected  presence  afiected  them»  feil  easy 
rictims  into  the  hands  of  the  troops. 

Having  achieved  his  desbed  eonquest, 
although  the  towers  of  Balqattther  Castle 
were  within  his  view,  sir  Robert  did  not 
permit  himself  to  tum  aside  from  the  es- 
sential  business  in  which  he  was  engaged 
to  visit  those  whom  they  contained,  büt 
contentitig  himself  with  sending  thither  a 
messenger  charged  "with  the  news  of  his 
success,  proceeded  to  escort  his  prisoners 
in  person  to  Edinbuigh.  The  king  greet- 
ed  him  with  every  mark  of  pleasure  for 
the  Service  which'  he  had  performed  to  the 
public,  in  having  brought  the  lawless  band 
to  punishment ;  and  in  the  same  voice  in 
which  he  doomed  the  culprits  to  expiate 
their  crimes  by  death,  he  commanded  sir 
Äobert  to  name  a  boon  by  which  he  could 
re^iite  him  ^  tbose  exertions  on  his  part 


to  which  sodeljr  at  large  was  iiidebted  for 
the  detection  of  the  ravaging  horde. 

*'  Mäy  it  then  please  your  most  gradous 
majesty,"  replied  m  Robert,  "  to  extend 
your  favour  towards  me  in  the  preservation 
of  the  lives  of  these  unhappy  men;  imdmay 
they,  from  my  clemency,  leam  humanity 
towards  others !  But  I  revoke  my  petition, 
unless  they  immediatety  enter  into  the 
military  force  of  tjbeir  oountry,  subject  to 
any  oondttions  which  your  majesty  may 
deem  it  meet  to  impose  upon  them.** 

The  request  of  sir  Robert  was  receiv^ 
by  the  king  and  hb  nobles  with  enthusi- 
astic  admiratioE)  of  his  heart  from  whose 
Ups  it  had  proc^ded,  and  immediately 
sanctioned  by  the  yoiee  of  majesty,  and 
Gommunicated  to  the  prlioners,  who  were 
commanded  to  acknowledge  the  humanity 
of  tfaeir  preserver,  by  reoeiving  the  enfran* 
chisement  from  death,  which  bb  mercy 
had  extended  towards  them,  upon  their 
uncovered   knees.     The  ceremony  was 

performed 
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performed  without  4^y>  and^tlie  bandHti 
swom  to  their  allegiance ;  and  the  pur- 
pose  of  Robert's  visiting  Edinburgh  being 
now  accomplished,  he  would  immediately 
have  bent  *  bfe  way  towards  Fife ;  but  the 
king  would  not  so  easily  foregq  the  sodety 
of  one  whose  noble  conduct  had  so  warm« 
ly  challenged  his  esteem  and  admiration ; 
and  afler  Dundon  äld  had  passed  a  few, 
days  at  his  court,  and  promised  not  to 
neglect  visiting  Holyrood  Houseinfuture» 
he  was  permitted  to  depart.  loaded  with 
the  favour  and  eulogies  of  bis  sovereign. 
But  sir  James  M'CuUoch  was  not  his 
companion ;  the  plea  which  he  was  urging* 
to  the  throne  in  behalf  oftiie  lady  Fenella 
Loehiel  requiring  time  for  its  due  inves- 
tigation,  ere  the  voiee  of  royalty  oould 
pr(»iounce  a  decision  upon  its  validity. 
Sir  James,  however,  had  n<^.  neglected  to 
cause  information  to  be  conveyed  to  the 
king^  how  greatly  condi^dve  to  the  hap-. 
piness  of  sir  Robert  Bundonald  a  favour« 

able 
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ftUe  iflsue  t(H;he  mit  öf  the  lady  Fenella 
woald  prove;  and  with  the  greatest  satis- 
fiiction  luid  leaml^  that  the  knowiedge  of 
tiihr  drcunfstahce  haii  commuhicated  an 
interest  in  her  iate  to  the  heaft  o€  the  king, 
which  had  awakened  hts  umarmest  atten- 
tion to  her  cause. 

^  The  sounding  of  the  hom  at  the  outer 
gate  had  no  sooner  announced  the  return 
of  sär  Robert  to  Baiquitther  Castle,  than  a 
tutnult  trf*  joy  preraüed  through  its  walls ; 
and  at  the  entranoe  intö  the  great  hall, 
the  first  beloved  objeet  whieh  presented 
itself  to  his  sight  was  Robina.,  Her  coun- 
tenanoe  denoted  oomposure  of  mind,  and 
ecstacy  of  soul.  Clasping  him  to  her 
breast — **  Oh,  my  loved  brother  T  she  ex- 
claiMed,  ''how  transporting  is  the  mo- 
ment  at  which  I  first  hail  you  by  that  ten- 
der  name!  From  infancy  I  loved,  you, 
thoiigh  uncotisdous  of  the  cause;  the  wiU 
T^&te  liaft  now  disdosed  the  secret  influ- 
«nee  whidi  perVaded  mj  senses;  and  I 

may 
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may  tioyr,  ther^ire,  iuiblii»hiiigly  eonftf» 
the  love  which  flows  fro^  so  puw  a 
«ouTce.*    » 

,  Sir  Kobert  hflH  her  In  IviptMn  to  J^ii 
heart,  aiid  then  türAed  to  m^t  the  fxm^ 
gralulations  ^  Glenaipitie;  ta  which  he 
had  scarcely  repiied,  ere  tjbeearl,  leadiisg 
ibrward  the  lady  FeneUa»  said--^**  As'tibe 
proudest  reward  of  your  suflferings  md 
your  roerits,  I  9m  permilted  to  place  this 
hand  in  yours»  uppn  the  tenna  which 
yon  have  already  infomte^  me  <mn  alone 
communicate  .unalloyed  ffelicity  to  youlr 
heart.  As  your  de^in^  ^de,  then,  «ly 
brother,  accept  fhe  band  of  the.}nQ8tini«Ua 
lady  Foiella." 

•' Yourbrotheri*'  falterii^ly  |lronQ^ncqd 
sirRobert ;  ^^  waa  it  not  ^ff9ß^  h^tw^en  m$ 
in  the  instanee  of  this  Amiable  b^ing»  to 
banish  aU  deception  ßrofa  our  prooeed«* 
ings?" 

'  "In  the appellatioii  5*hich  I  have  jurt 

giVen  yoo,**  replied  the  earl,  "  there  is  no 

deeepUon ;  Robina  ia  my  afSanced  hride, 
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fttid  you  ate  contequenäy  my .  dertined 

brother.** 

Sir  Robert  Icx^ed  at  bis  sistcy  for  a  oo»* 
firmation  of  the  €^*a;  attn^öB ; '  tbe  ayert- 
ed  countaianoe  and  Uusho  of  Bc^luna 
Gonveyed  a  satisfiu^ory  affirmative  ta  his 
silent  inquiry,  and  the  earl  said — ^  I  was 
selected  by  Heaven  as  the  preserver  of  her 
existenoe,  and  she  has  received  me  as  the 
guardian  of  her  future  life«" 

^  And  may.I  hope?"  ejaculated  dr  Ro- 
bert, fallTng  on  bis  knee  before  the  lady 
FeneUa. 

**  The  season  of  hope,**  she  mterrupted 
him  by  saying,  '^ispast;  I  have  loi^  sinoe 
ratified  your  doom.  Your  preference  feil 
on  me  when  greatly  your  inferior  in  the 
Scale  of  human  estimation ;  and  shall  I  act 
less  disinterestedly  towards  you  in  retum  ? 
Forbid  it,  every  honourable  prindple  of 
the  human  mind !  As  Robert  Stewart,  I 
aceept  your  band ;  as  äx  Robert  Dundo- 
faald,  and  brother  of  the  earlof  Glenalpine, 
I  only  derive  pleasure  in  greeting  you,  be- 

cause 
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cattöe  it  evinces  that  my  heart  is  not  Sin- 
gular in  bestowing  on  you  its  esteem,'*. 

Npthing  was  now  wanting  to  complete 
the  happiiiess  of  tbe  4nhabitants  of  Bai- 
quitther  Casde  btit  tflfe  return  of  sir  James 
M'CuUoch,  wijöi  the  sanction  of  royalty  fpr 
the  restoration  of  the  lady  Fenella  to  her 
iands  and  title ;  and  scarcely  a  week  had 
elapsed,  when  the  objeet  of  their  wishes 
iippeared  to  refie ve  their  anxieties,  charged 
with  the  most  honorary  investiture  of  the 
lady  Fehella  to  the  rank  and  revenues  of 
her  deceasi^d  parent,  and  himself  enjoying 
.an  unqudified  pardon  from  the  king,  in 
recompence  för  the  Services  which  he  had 
ultimately  extended  towaisds  the  daughter 
of  his  loyal  aod  lamented  subject^  sir  Al- 
lan LocfaieL 

At  length  the.  n>ommg  which  was  des- 
tined  to  witness  the  umon  of  the  faappy 
Robina  and  her  broöier  with  the  chosen 
partners  of  their  hearts,  aros^  in  smiles  em- 
blematical  of  the  joyful  event  on  which  it 
fihöne.  The  lustre  of  satisfaction  animated 
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Cele^tine,  and  the  delight  of  tbe  ht^py 
^omesties  appeared  to  emulate  the  joy  of 
their  superiors.  4inie  deep-toned  organ 
sounded  the  jpeal  er  räpture ;  thp  s&bü  of 
thdir  inseparability  was  fi|^;  the  hdy 
man  had  stood  forward  to  pronounce  hh 
blessing  on  their  future  days,  and  the  first 
kiss  of  nuptial  bliss  had  passed  their  Ups, 
when  suddetily,  the  earl,  raising  his  eyes 
towards  heaven,  sunk  upon  his  knee  on 
the  Step  of  the  altar  near  to  whidi  he  had 
been  standitig,  and  an'  expression  of  more 
than  human  beatitnde  toc^  possesraon  of 
his  features.  His^companions  gased  on 
him  in  silenoi^  föt  they  ahnost  believed 
themsdves  able  to  divine  the  csmse  of  his 
abstraction  from  the  scene  of  joy ;  and  their 
ideas  were  not  fiillacloiis.  The  same  mu- 
«ic  whicti  had  before;  on  thtt  vety  spot, 
grteted  bis  sensei^,  had  now  attracted  his 
attention ;  and  his  eyes,  in  foHowing  the 
sound,  had  ftted  ^n  the  ng&ie  brifiiant  cloud 
"which  he  had' before  beheld.    As  in  the 
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former  instance,the  cloud  had  ofl&ned^  and 
the  prötectiDg  spirit  of  his  race  appeared 
tö  hts  view ;  and  having  rcmained  for  a 
few  iÜoments  in  bis  sight,  with  a  smile  of 
pleasureand  epngrätulaticm«  jMjjjg^ 
aWay  to  the  fi^^e  soff  strainswnich  Tiad 
accompanied  itsl^pearafic^;  Btkd  ßtöm  tKat 
hour  peace  and  tfaüquiUity  reigned  in  the 
family  of  Glenalpine»  and  tbe  propitiou» 
spirit  ceascd  its  Visits  to  their  happy  de- 
iscendants. 
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